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Fair Board Shares Vision 
For New Livestock 

Pavilion Project
BY ELIAN TREVINO

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON – The Franklin County Fair Board 
shared plans for a proposed $7 million livestock pa-
vilion during a public informational meeting held 
at 7 p.m. July 8, giving community members an op-
portunity to learn more about the project, ask ques-
tions and provide feedback.

Held at the Franklin County Fairgrounds, the 
meeting focused on a proposed 43,550 square-foot 

facility that would replace three existing livestock 
buildings while creating a year-round space for live-
stock exhibitions, educational programming and 
community events. 

Plans call for a modern facility featuring a cli-
mate-controlled show arena with seating for more 
than 400 spectators, an Ag Learning Center, wash 
racks, bathrooms, concession space and updated 
livestock areas.

Members of the Franklin County Fair Board stand with the proposed design rendering for a new livestock 
pavilion following a public informational meeting July 8.

Hardee’s 
Raising Funds 
for Veterans

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON 
— The Hamp-
ton Hardee’s 
is encouraging 
the community 
to support mil-
itary veterans 
and their fami-
lies through the 
annual Stars for 
Heroes fund-
raiser taking 
place through-
out July.

Each year, 
pa r t ic ipat i ng 
CKE Restau-
rants locations 
raise money for 
USA Cares, a 
501(c)(3) char-
i t able  orga-
nization that 
addresses the 
critical and un-
met needs of post-9/11 service members, veter-
ans and military families facing service-related 
hardships.

General Manager Crystal Douglass said she 
is unsure how many years the Hampton location 
has participated in the fundraiser but believes it 
has been a longstanding tradition. Douglass has 
managed the restaurant since May 2023.

The Hampton Hardee’s recently moved up 
into the No. 8 spot in the company’s fundraising 
rankings. As of this last update, the restaurant 
has raised $2,775, surpassing its original goal of 
$2,500. The team has now set its sights on raising 
$3,500 before the campaign concludes. 

Douglass said she has worked hard to keep 
her staff motivated throughout the fundraiser by 
holding contests and fun games to keep excite-
ment high.

Community members can support the 
campaign by stopping in to eat and making a 
donation.

Donations can be given directly to a cashier or 
placed in one of the two collection boxes inside 
the restaurant.

“Any amount helps,” Douglass said.
The fundraiser is especially meaningful to 

Douglass because of her previous volunteer work 
in Southern California. She and her husband vol-
unteered with Vision 2 Victory, an organization 
that created the Traveling Wall for the War on 
Terror. They also served with the Patriot Guard 

Crystal Douglass promotes 
Hardee’s Stars for Heroes 
fundraiser benefiting veterans 
and families. Photo provided 
by Crystal Douglass.
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Franklin County Fair 
Begins Wednesday With 

Family Fun
BY ELIAN TREVINO

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — The sights and sounds of fair 
week are returning to Hampton as the Franklin 
County Fair prepares to open Wednesday, bringing 
five days of livestock shows, exhibits, entertain-
ment and family activities to the fairgrounds.

In the days leading up to opening day, volun-
teers, exhibitors and vendors have been busy putting 
the finishing touches on the grounds. Carnival rides 
are getting in place, exhibit buildings are ready to 
welcome entries and livestock barns will soon begin 
filling with 4-H and FFA exhibitors from across the 
community. 

The fair officially begins Wednesday with an 
opening ceremony at 10 a.m., followed by a full 
schedule of events that celebrates agriculture, youth 
achievement and community traditions.

Throughout the week, visitors will have the op-
portunity to explore youth and open-class exhibits, 
browse commercial displays, enjoy fair food and 
take in live entertainment across the fairgrounds. 
Gold Star Amusements will operate the carnival 
daily beginning Wednesday afternoon, while the 

Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show will perform mul-
tiple free shows each day during the fair.

Grandstand entertainment returns each evening, 
beginning Wednesday with Rogue Rodeo. Chris-
tian and country artist Anne Wilson will perform 

Food vendors begin setting up on the Franklin 
County Fairgrounds ahead of the Franklin County 
Fair, preparing to serve fairgoers throughout the 
five-day event.

Hampton 
Council Fails 
to Advance 
Livestock 
Ordinance

BY MITCH WILLIAMS
RadioOnTheGo News

The Hampton City Council did not advance a 
proposed ordinance updating the city’s livestock 
regulations during its regular meeting Thursday 
night after the measure failed on a tied vote.

The proposed ordinance would repeal the 
city’s current livestock ordinance and replace it 
with language making it unlawful to keep live-
stock within the city unless it complies with 
Hampton’s zoning regulations. Before the vote, 
Matthew Meyer and Jim Meyer addressed the 
council, expressing concerns about the propos-
al and asking for guidance on keeping sheep at 
their property on Central Avenue East.

The ordinance’s second reading failed on 
a 3-3 vote. Council members Bill Holmstrom, 
Jeanne Fay and Jerre Grefe voted in favor, while 
Barry Lamos, Jim Davies and Kristin Roode vot-
ed against.

In other business, the council approved a 
street closure request for the Christian Motor-
cyclists Association of Iowa Heartland Rally on 
July 24 and 25, approved pay applications and 
change orders for the downtown storefront sta-
bilization project and approved a payment for the 
city’s water treatment plant project.

The council also approved posting public 
meeting notices at City Hall and on the city’s 
website to comply with a new state law.

Benning Blooms Flower 
Farm Prepares To Open 

In Hampton
BY ELIAN TREVINO

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — A passion for flowers and a de-
sire for a more creative career have led Hampton 
native Megan Benning to launch Benning Blooms 
Flower Farm, a new local business that will soon 
offer fresh-cut f lowers, self-serve bouquets and 
U-pick experiences.

After spending eight years in the corporate 
world, Benning decided it was time for a change. 

“I felt I needed a change,” Benning said. “I had 
been there eight years and had a lot of great oppor-
tunities. I was looking for something that could 
allow me to be more creative in my everyday life 
and feel more fulfilled. Life is too short and I didn’t 
want to regret not going for something I am passion-
ate about.”

Benning recently returned to Hampton after 
marrying her husband, Andrew Benning, and she 
said the support she has received from the commu-
nity confirmed she made the right decision.

“Hampton is a great small-town community that 
shows up for people,” she said. “After talking with 

people in the community about starting a f low-
er farm I have only been met with excitement and 
support.”
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A Traveling Cabaret at Windsor Theatre on 
Tuesday, July 21

BY LEE NELSON

The Franklin County Arts 
Council is presenting “A Caba-
ret Night” at the Windsor The-
atre on Tuesday, July 21 starting 
at 7:00 pm. Doors open at 6:30 
pm.

Top national collegiate art-
ists from Cedar Summerstock 
Theatre in Osage will perform 
a fun, family-friendly hour of 
singing, acting, and dancing 
featuring a variety of musical 
selections. 

The public are invited to at-
tend. A free will donation will 
be taken at the door. Conces-
sions will be available.

CST is a national college 
theater company in America's 
Heartland. Based in Mitchell 

County, Iowa, CST's mission 
is to connect communities and 
grow tomorrow's artists! From 

June through Au-
gust, top talents from 
every corner of the 
country can be seen 
in our productions 
at the Cedar River 
Complex in Osage, 
IA. CST alumni are 
working on Broad-
way, National Broad-
way tours, Cruise 
Lines and regional 
professional theaters.

Nancy Nickerson 
Lee is the Founding 
Executive Artistic 
Director. Nancy has 
been a performing 
arts educator for over 
thirty years, which 
includes award win-

ning performing arts program 
at Minneapolis-Washburn and 
Southwest High Schools and as 
an adjunct professor at St. Olaf 
College. She has been honored 
by the Tony Awards for Ex-
cellence in Theatre Education 
(2016, 2017, 2018, 2019); Henne-
pin Theater Trust Spotlight 2018 
Educator of the Year Award; 
the WCCO 2017 Excellent Ed-
ucator Award; Grammy Com-
munity Engagement Award 
(2010). Nancy is committed to 
bringing exceptional theatrical 
experiences to rural communi-
ties. Mitchell County, Iowa is 
Nancy's childhood home and a 
perfect location for Cedar Sum-
merstock Theatre.

The current college cast and 
crew at CST consist of a talent-
ed group of young artists who 
are passionate about bringing 

their creative vision to the stage.
These individuals come from 

a diverse range of backgrounds 
and areas of study, and they 
bring their unique perspectives 
and talents to each production.
With their dedication and hard 
work, they strive to create un-
forgettable performances that 
inspire and captivate audiences. 
Whether you're a seasoned the-
atergoer or a newcomer to the 
world of live performance, you 
won't want to miss the chance to 
see these rising stars in action.

Performers include Emily 
Hoeppner (University of Wis-
consin Stevens Point), Jacob 
Eli Scott (University of Mis-
sissippi), Katharine Ford (The 
Hartt School), Samuel Brandon 
(Western Carolina University), 
Lauryn Marie Palmer (Mont-
clair State University), Erick 
Cestelos (Boston University), 
Grace Smithey (Oklahoma City 
University), Lance Jacobson, 
(Arizona State University), 
Lynley Cox (Missouri State 
University), and Lussi Pearl 
(Montclair State University).

Tech team members include 
Logan Mitchell, (University of 
Northern Iowa), Macy Golob 
(University of Michigan), Gabe 
Sokolowski (University of Cen-
tral Missouri), Adam Millikan 
(Doane University) and Char-
lotte Hansert (Culver-Stockton 
College).

Guest music director is Hen-
ry Mauser (Manhattan School 
of Music).

Cast and crew of Cedar Summerstock Theatre will present “A 
Cabaret Night” at the Windsor Theatre on Tuesday, July 21 starting 
at 7:00 pm.  A free will donation will be  taken.

NIACC Career Center 
Opens Doors in 
Franklin County 

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON – After more 
than 7 years of planning, col-
laborat ion and communi-
ty investment, the NIACC 
Career Center serving Frank-
lin County officially opened 
its doors Wednesday, July 8, 
with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony celebrating a new era of 
career and technical education 
for students in Hampton-Du-
mont-CAL, West Fork and 
Belmond-Klemme.

The new center, located in 
Hampton, will welcome its first 
students Aug. 31, offering acad-
emies in health sciences, weld-
ing and building trades. The 
programs will allow high school 
juniors and seniors to earn col-
lege credit while gaining hands-
on experience in high-demand 
career fields. 

For Valeria Gonzalez, di-
rector of the NIACC Career 
Center, the grand opening rep-
resented the culmination of 
years of work serving students 
throughout Franklin and Wright 
counties. 

“I just really feel that the 
collective impact of the com-
munities came together,” Gon-
zalez said. “Partnerships are 
powering the possibilities that 
we have.”

Gonzalez joined North Iowa 
Area Community College in 
2013 as a bilingual enrollment 
advisor and success coach for 
diverse populations, working 
directly with students and fam-
ilies while building relation-
ships with local school districts 
and community organizations. 
Based in Hampton, she became 
a key advocate for expanding 
educational opportunities in the 
region. 

The vision for the career 
center evolved through several 
statewide initiatives aimed at 
increasing access to career ed-
ucation. While an initial oppor-
tunity to receive state funding 
required participation from four 
school districts, only three local 
districts were able to commit. 
The project found a new life 
after the Franklin County De-
velopment Association secured 
a $3 million federal Economic 
Development Administration 
grant, allowing the vision to 
move forward.

Speaking during the ceremo-
ny, NIACC President Joel Ped-
ersen praised the partnerships 
that made the project possible.

“This is a game changer for 
your area,” Pedersen said. “Ed-
ucation still has the ability to 
change lives.”

Pedersen also highlighted 
the academy’s innovative two-
year model, where juniors and 

seniors attend the center in al-
ternating sessions. Students 
completing the welding and 
building trades programs will 
earn NIACC diplomas at the 
same time they receive their 
high school diplomas, allowing 
graduates to enter the work-
force immediately. 

West Fork Superintendent 
Mike Kruger said the facility 
represents far more than a new 
building. 

“Today we are not simply 
opening the doors to a new fa-
cility,” Kruger said. “We’re 
opening doors to opportunity, 
partnerships and to the future.”

He noted that students from 
three different school districts 
will learn alongside one another 
while earning industry-recog-
nized credentials and college 
credits. 

“This academy reminds us 
that while our school districts 
may have different names and 
mascots, we share a common 
purpose – providing the very 
best opportunities for the young 
people we serve,” he said.

For students who may be 
uncertain about their future, 
Gonzalez hopes the center pro-
vides a place to discover their 
interests. 

“It’s a place to explore,” she 
said. “Maybe you start in weld-
ing and realize building trades 
is really where your passion 
is. Then you can continue that 
journey at NIACC after gradua-
tion. And students can put mul-
tiple tools in their toolbox.”

Current enrollment reflects 
strong community interest. 
Gonzalez said the academy 
has already reached 82% of its 
available seats for the inaugural 
year.

“The construction and weld-
ing students are going to walk 
out with their NIACC diplomas 
at the same time they walk out 
with their high school diplo-
mas,” she said. “To me, that 
gives me goosebumps because 
we’re really setting them up for 
success.”

The center’s impact also ex-
tends to local employers.

Former Franklin Gener-
al Hospital CEO Kim Price 

Harriman-Nielsen Historic Farm Hosts 
Recommitment Ceremony

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — The Har-
riman-Nielsen Historic Farm 
welcomed representatives from 
six Franklin County heritage 
sites July 9 as they renewed 
their partnerships with Silos 
and Smokestacks National Her-
itage Area (SSNHA), reaffirm-
ing their shared commitment to 
preserving and sharing the sto-
ry of American agriculture.

The recommitment cere-
mony was part of SSNHA’s 
30th anniversary celebration. 
Throughout July, the organi-
zation is hosting partnership 
meetings and ceremonial sign-
ings across its 37-county her-
itage area, bringing together 
museums, farms and historic 
sites to renew their Partnership 
Pledge and strengthen collabo-
ration for the future.

Participating sites included 
Calkins Nature Area, Dows 
Historical District, Fossil & 
Prairie Park Preserve & Center, 
Jenison Meacham Memorial 
Art Museum & Farm, Kinney 
Pioneer Museum and Tyden 

Farm No. 6.
The morning included dis-

cussions about the importance 
of partnerships, preserving the 
region’s nationally significant 
agricultural stories and iden-
tifying opportunities to work 
together over the next 30 years.

For Judy Pitzenberger, owner 
and operator of Tyden Farm No. 
6 near Dougherty, the partner-
ship has created valuable con-
nections among heritage sites.

“They’ve been very support-

ive,” Pitzenberger said. “They 
have workshops, they have full-
day things where they talk, they 
have Zoom meetings where we 
get together. We try to work to-
gether for tours, itineraries and 
such, so it’s just a connection 
for community for us.”

Tyden Farm No. 6, one of 
eight farms established by in-
ventor Emil Tyden between 
1915 and 1936, is listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places and offers guided tours 

during the summer. Pitzenberg-
er said preserving sites like hers 
helps visitors better understand 
the evolution of agriculture.

“If they come to these farms, 
they get to see how things work, 
from horses, to tractors, to 
GPS now that we’re using it,” 
she said. “So it’ll just contin-
ue on the history and future of 
farming.”

Pitzenberger said she hopes 
the farm continues sharing its 
story for generations to come.

“I’m just hoping that it can 
keep going,” she said. “There is 
a very rich history behind it.”

She added that the renewed 
par tnership cont inues to 
strengthen both individual sites 
and the heritage network as a 
whole.

“It’s really cool to have Silos 
and Smokestacks behind us,” 
Pitzenberger said. “They get us 
together as a group and to work 
with each other.”

The July 9 ceremony con-
cluded with participating sites 
signing a renewed Partnership 
Pledge. 

Representatives from six heritage sites renewed their partnerships 
with Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area during a July 9 
ceremony at Harriman-Nielsen Historic Farm in Hampton.

Bradford Reunion Brings Alumni and Friends Back Home
BY ELIAN TREVINO

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

BRADFORD — Former class-
mates, residents and friends returned 
to Bradford on Saturday, July 11, 
for the annual Bradford Alumni and 
Friends Reunion. The event brought 
together alumni for a day of fellowship, 
food and hometown traditions.

The reunion, now in its third gath-
ering, was organized by Gaylene 
Lamberson-Smith, who grew up in 
Bradford before moving to Oklahoma. 
Smith said the idea for the reunion be-
gan about six years ago when she and 
several former classmates reunited at 
the funeral of a mutual friend. 

“We got to talking about putting 
together a reunion,” Smith said. “I’ve 

organized it every two years since.”
For Smith, the event is about much 

more than bringing people back to 
town for a single day. It is about pre-

serving the relationships that made 
growing up in Bradford so special.

“Growing up here was really spe-
cial because we were all really close,” 

Smith said. “It’s different than city life 
or town life because you go to school 
and have a few friends, but here every-
body was friends. We’ve maintained 

those friendships for the past 50 years.”
Throughout the afternoon, conver-

sations flowed easily as old classmates 
and longtime friends caught up on life 
and reflected on memories they shared 
while growing up in Bradford. Tables 
were filled with laughter as attendees 
exchanged stories that had only grown 
better with time.

Many reminisced about attending 
church together, where faith and fel-
lowship played an important role in 
community life. Others recalled the 
town’s socials, gatherings and spe-
cial events that regularly brought res-
idents together and created lasting 
friendships.

The stories stretched across gener-

More than 45 former Bradford residents and friends gathered outside for a group photo during the Bradford Reunion on Saturday.

Aussie Crumb Co. Brings Australian 
Sweetness to Sheffield

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

SHEFFIELD — A new curbside bakery 
is adding a taste of Australia to Sheffield, 
offering homemade desserts through a 
unique self-serve, honor system stand.

Aussie Crumb Co., owned by Sheffield 
resident Yolanda Pralle, recently opened at 
728 Gilman St. The weekend bakery fea-
tures everything from stuffed cookies and 
brownies to cake pops, cookie pies, scones 
and other sweet treats, blending Australian 
inspiration with Midwest favorites.

For Pralle, baking has long been about 
more than making desserts.

“I have loved baking and making food 
for people for many years, whether it was 

for Enchanted Acres pumpkin patch, the 
Hampton Youth Soccer concession stand, 
my own family, or friends and neighbors,” 
she said. “Food has always been one of my 
favorite ways to make people feel cared 
for.”

The idea for Aussie Crumb Co. grew 
from Pralle’s admiration for the roadside 
bakeries and self-serve stands common 
in Australia and England. When her posi-
tion as a foreign exchange student coordi-
nator ended because of funding, she saw 
an opportunity to turn her passion into a 
business.

“I thought it would be such a fun thing 
to bring to our area,” Pralle said. “It felt like The bright pink Aussie Crumb Co. curbside 

bakery serves as a self-serve destination 
for homemade desserts in Sheffield.
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CEDAR RIVER FLOAT

BY RICK JANSSEN

At least once per summer a 
good friend will invite me to 
float the Cedar River south of 
Charles City with his kayaks. 
Whenever I get the invitation, I 
clear my schedule and go. It is 
such a fun float and sometimes 
the fishing is incredible.

I got the invitation a few 
weeks ago and we headed to the 
river early in the morning. One 
of the neat things about hitting 
the river early is the mist will 

be rising off the water to create 
an eerie feeling. Sometimes the 
mist is so thick it makes it hard 
to see. This morning the mist 
was just perfect for a morning 
float.

Just before we get to the land-
ing where we leave a vehicle 
for the return ride back to the 
kayak trailer, we drive over the 
river. As we crossed the bridge 
we looked down onto the river. 
We did not like what we saw. 
The river was running high and 
it was very dirty. This would not 
make for good fishing.

We dropped off the return 
vehicle and then drove upstream 
to put in the kayaks. The entry 
point was right under a bridge. 
There is a great parking lot and 
a spot to put in the kayaks. As 
we unloaded the kayaks and got 
them in the water, I felt the antic-
ipation building. I love floating 
the river.

As we previously noted, the 
river was high and dirty. We 
have done this trip enough to 
know where the deeper holes 
are. These holes normally hold 
fish and sometimes some real 
lunkers. We each brought two 
poles rigged up with different 
lures. We WERE ready.

The first hole is just down 
from the landing, so I had my 
pole ready. I can remember one 
trip where I caught a northern on 
my very first cast. This was not 
that day. Both of us fished the 
first hole with not a bite. Blame 
it on the high water and move on.

As we floated downstream, 
we steered our kayaks with the 
foot pedal controlled rudder. 
This makes fishing and float-
ing easy. When you want to stop 
you put a pole down through the 
scuttle holes in the kayak and 
anchor to the bottom of the river. 
Since the river is mostly 2-3 feet 

deep it does not take much to an-
chor in one spot.

We approached the next hole 
I anchored to the side and my 
friend anchored above the hole. 
It was not long before I had my 
first fish of the day. It was a very 
small bass, but at least we had 
caught a fish. It is just a matter of 
time before we would find them.

At the next hole my friend got 
into some nice walleye. I arrived 
at the hole before him and set up 
at mid hole as I had done previ-
ously. I saw some fish chasing 
minnows at the top of the hole 
and told him to cast there. That 
is where he caught the walleye. I 
then caught a small northern and 
released him. Those little north-
ern are very slimy. Right after 
I released my first northern, I 
threw back to the same spot and 
WHAM – it was a sudden big hit 
but then nothing. I am sure it was 
a bigger northern as it bit my line 

off. There goes spinner num-
ber one. I always plan on losing 
some lures on a float trip.

We kept fishing downstream 
trying different lures at each 
hole. We just were not getting 
into them as we had on previous 
trips. We each picked up a bass 
every so often, but we could not 
find the “honey hole” where the 
fish would stack up. 

Along the way we encoun-
tered deer and turkey along the 
shore. Eagles and herons were 
flying in front of us for the en-
tire trip. We did have three other 
groups of kayaks come through 
as we were stopped on some 
islands. It was a good day for a 
float trip.

At one island we stopped and 
waded out into the water to make 
some cast. Suddenly my friend 
hooked into a nice smallmouth 
bass. As he was fighting the 
fish another larger fish came up 

to try and steal the bait. At one 
point he had both fish hooked on 
the same lure. In the end the big-
ger fish knocked off the smaller 
fish, and he landed a nice small-
mouth. That turned out to be the 
big fish of the day.

While we did not catch large 
numbers of fish or any lunkers, 
we still had a great day. I have a 
phrase that I like to use on these 
float trips. “Sometimes I get so 
caught up in the beauty of the 
river and the scenery that I forget 
to fish. “ Not a bad problem in 
my mind.

Now enjoy the 
podcast. 

Just scan here.

Enjoy the column?

Iowa's KDAO 
Rebrands As ‘Rewind 

93,’ Expands Local 
Programming

KDAO-FM Eldora 
has rebranded as "Re-
wind 93," replacing 
its soft rock format 
with a playlist cen-
tered on 1990s pop 
and rock while launch-
ing a broader effort 
to expand local pro-
gramming and digital 
offerings.

The format change is the first major initiative since OnTheGo-
Media assumed management of the station under a local market-
ing agreement on May 1. Along with a new logo, the station has 
adopted the slogan "Push Play on Local" as it positions itself as 
both a music outlet and a stronger source for community news and 
information.

The new format features a mix of 90s hits from artists including 
Matchbox Twenty, Sheryl Crow, Alanis Morissette and Goo Goo 
Dolls. The station says the playlist is designed to appeal to adults 
ranging from their mid-20s through their upper 50s, targeting par-
ents and grandparents while providing advertisers access to a broad 
consumer audience across the Eldora, Marshalltown and Grundy 
Center markets.

Beyond the music, KDAO plans to increase its local content as 
part of the RadioOnTheGo News and Sports network. The station 
says listeners will hear expanded weather forecasts, hourly local 
newscasts during key listening periods and continued coverage of 
area high school sports, with additional programming announce-
ments planned.

"We are incredibly excited to introduce Rewind 93 to our lis-
teners, but this transition is about much more than a new music 
format," OnTheGoMedia President Shawn Dietz said. "By bring-
ing KDAO-FM into the RadioOnTheGo network, we are doubling 
down on local news, sports, and weather. Our goal is to keep our 
audience informed as well as entertained and engaged, while pro-
viding advertising clients valuable access to that audience."

The company also plans to expand KDAO's digital presence 
with a dedicated online stream, integration into the RadioOnThe-
Go mobile app, locally produced podcasts and a redesigned KDAO.
com website. The changes are expected to roll out in phases over 
the coming months.

Butler County food 
pantries receive pork 

donations
BY JASON EATON

RadioOnTheGo News

Food pantries across 
Butler County received 
1,572 pounds of ground 
pork last month through 
the Deb and Jeff Hansen 
Foundation’s Haul Out 
Hunger program.

The pork was deliv-
ered June 17 to emer-
gency food banks in 
Allison, Clarksville, 
Aplington-Parkersburg, 
Shell Rock and Greene. 
The donations are in-
tended to help local 
pantries provide fami-
lies experiencing food 
insecurity with access to 
high-quality protein.

The Butler County 
deliveries are part of a 
statewide effort by the 
foundation to distribute 
approximately 34,000 
pounds of ground pork 
to Iowa food pantries 
this summer.

Haul Out Hunger is one of several foundation programs aimed at 
addressing food insecurity. The foundation also operates the Power 
Snack program, which provides schools with coupons for deli ham 
and whole-wheat bread to help students access meals at home.

The foundation’s Operation Christmas Meal initiative is also 
scheduled to return in December. The program distributes pork 
loins to families in need across Iowa during the holiday season.

Clarksville Food Pantry receives 24 
cases of ground pork June 17. Photo 
provided by the Deb and Jeff Hansen 
Foundation

Mason City man 
sentenced for 

illegally possessing 
ammunition

BY JASON EATON
RadioOnTheGo News

A Mason City man was sen-
tenced Friday to nine years in 
federal prison for illegally pos-
sessing ammunition.

26-year-old Luke Braniff 
was sentenced in federal court 
in Sioux City to 108 months in 
prison. He must also serve three 
years of supervised release 
following his prison term, ac-
cording to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Northern District 
of Iowa.

Braniff admitted during a 
March 3 plea hearing that he 
possessed ammunition despite 
knowing his previous felony 
convictions prohibited him 

from doing so. His record in-
cludes two 2017 convictions for 
lascivious acts with a child and 
sex offender registry violations 
in 2018, 2023 and 2025.

Federal prosecutors said 
authorities discovered the am-
munition while investigating 
reports that Braniff had sent 
vulgar sexual messages through 
Snapchat to a minor and re-
quested nude images from the 
child.

Braniff remains in the custo-
dy of the U.S. Marshals Service 
while awaiting transfer to a fed-
eral prison. There is no parole 
in the federal prison system.

The case was investigat-
ed by the Mason City Police 
Department.

Heartland Museum 
to host quilt show in 

Clarion
BY JASON EATON

RadioOnTheGo News

Heartland Museum will host 
a quilt show July 15-23. Admis-
sion is free to view the quilts, 
which will be displayed in the 
Community Room at the muse-
um, 119 Ninth St. SW in Clari-
on. The show will be open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday and from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. Monday and Tuesday.

Anyone may display a quilt 
they made or received. Quilters 

are asked to bring their quilts to 
the museum Monday, July 13, or 
Tuesday, July 14. Quilts may be 
picked up Friday, July 24, or by 
arrangement. Entry forms will 
be available to identify owners.

Heartland Museum also 
plans to display donated quilts 
during the show, including 
some older quilts that are not 
always on display.

For more information, con-
tact Melody Aldrich at 515-
602-6000 or Heartlandclarion@
gmail.com.

Bradford Reunion Brings Alumni and Friends Back Home
those friendships for the past 50 years.”

Throughout the afternoon, conver-
sations flowed easily as old classmates 
and longtime friends caught up on life 
and reflected on memories they shared 
while growing up in Bradford. Tables 
were filled with laughter as attendees 
exchanged stories that had only grown 
better with time.

Many reminisced about attending 
church together, where faith and fel-
lowship played an important role in 
community life. Others recalled the 
town’s socials, gatherings and spe-
cial events that regularly brought res-
idents together and created lasting 
friendships.

The stories stretched across gener-

part of the RadioOnTheGo News and Sports network. The station 

'Three Stars Tribute' 
Day Coming to the 

Surf Ballroom
PRESS RELEASE

CLEAR LAKE, IA — The 
Surf Ballroom will host an his-
toric all-day event celebrating 
the enduring legacies of Buddy 
Holly, Ritchie Valens, and The 
Big Bopper on Friday, August 
7, 2026. The event will feature 
the unveiling of three life-size 
bronze statues honoring the 
three rock & roll pioneers, a 
“Three Stars Tribute” album 
release, a one-of-a-kind music 
concert, bringing together art-
ists and performers connected 
to the music that helped shape 
rock & roll history, and the 
annual C.L.A.S.S. Car Cruise 
around Clear Lake. 

Starting at 11AM, guests 
will gather for the unveiling of 
the three newly donated life-
size bronze statues honoring 
Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, 
and The Big Bopper. The per-
manent installation will serve 
as a lasting tribute to the art-
ists whose final performance 
together took place on the Surf 
Ballroom stage on February 2, 
1959. 

The evening will begin with 
the annual C.L.A.S.S. Car Club 
Cruise, a beloved Clear Lake 
tradition that will travel around 
the lake before concluding at 
the Surf Ballroom. 

Prior to headlining the eve-
ning's “Three Stars Tribute” 
Album Release Concert, leg-
endary entertainer Pat Boone 
will make a special appearance 
in Clear Lake as a guest judge 
for the C.L.A.S.S. Car Club 
Cruise and host an exclusive 
VIP Meet & Greet beginning at 
5:00 PM in the Palms Ballroom. 
The Meet & Greet will provide 
fans with a unique opportunity 
to meet one of the most cele-

brated entertainers of the rock 
& roll era and be amongst the 
first to receive an autographed 
copy of the highly anticipated 
commemorative “Three Stars 
Tribute” album before the eve-
ning's festivities move to the 
historic Surf Ballroom stage. 

Doors to the Surf Ballroom 
will open at 7:00 PM. The 
“Three Stars Tribute” Album 
Release Concert will feature 
a headlining performance by 
Pat Boone, joined by Mario R. 
Valens, Jimmy Angel, "Sting" 
Ray Anthony, Ernie Reyes, Sha 
Na Na's "Downtown" Michael 
Brown, and Jason Gutierrez & 
The JG3. Together, these per-
formers will celebrate the mu-
sic and legacy of Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens, and The Big 
Bopper through a special eve-
ning of stories, memories, and 
performances inspired by the 
timeless songs that helped de-
fine a generation. 

The event marks the release 
of Pat Boone’s Gold Label 
“Three Stars Tribute” album, a 
project dedicated to preserving 
and celebrating the music of 
the three legendary perform-
ers whose influence continues 
to inspire generations of musi-
cians and fans around the world 
and brings together artists con-
nected to the Winter Dance 
Party era and its enduring in-
f luence—a fitting expression 
of Pat Boone’s vision for his de-

Franklin County 
Conservation Director 

Ned Parker resigns
BY MITCH WILLIAMS
RadioOnTheGo News

Franklin County Conserva-
tion Director Ned Parker has 
announced he is resigning af-
ter serving the department for 
more than a decade.

Parker informed the Franklin 
County Board of Supervisors 
during its meeting Tuesday that 
his resignation will be effective 
July 26. He has accepted the po-
sition of conservation director 
with Story County Conserva-
tion, a move that will bring him 
closer to home.

In a statement to RadioOn-
TheGo News, Parker said he is 
grateful for the opportunities 
Franklin County has provided 
and thankful to have worked 
with so many people through-
out the community over the past 
12 years.

Parker joined the Franklin 
County Conservation Depart-

ment as a natural resource man-
ager in 2014 and was named 
conservation director in 2016. 
As director, he has overseen 
the county’s parks, wildlife and 
recreation areas, managed the 
department’s budget and staff, 
and helped plan conservation 
programs and projects.

 Ned Parker



BY BRENDA VAN WERT
CHILDREN'S LIBRARIAN

Reader of the Week at the Hampton Public 
Library is Daxton Nixt, age 10. Daxton will 
be in the 5th grade this Fall.

He is the son of Kelly and David Nixt. His 
favorite books are all the Dogman books.

Reader
of the Week

at the Hampton Public Library
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By: Noah Regan

Astronaut Edition:
"It suddenly struck me that that tiny pea, pretty and 
blue, was the Earth. I put up my thumb and shut 
one eye, and my thumb blotted out the planet Earth. 
I didn't feel like a giant. I felt very, very small." 

– Neil Armstrong

"When you look at the stars and the galaxy, you 
feel that you are not just from any particular piece of 
land, but from the solar system." 

– Chris Hadfield

"We came all this way to explore the moon, and 
the most important thing is that we discovered the 
earth." 

– William Anders

"Below was a welcoming planet. There, contained 
in the thin, moving, incredibly fragile shell of the 
biosphere is everything that is dear to you..." 

– Loren Acton

Space Travel Edition:
#1: Who was the first woman in space?
#2: What was the name of the first dog in space?

July 12, 1984: Democratic presidential candidate Walter 
F. Mondale put forward Geraldine Ferraro as his running 
mate, making her the first woman ever nominated 
for vice president by a major U.S. political party. Born:
Topher Grace, American actor (1978)

July 13, 1985: The benefit concert Live Aid was held 
simultaneously at Wembley Stadium in London and 
JFK Stadium in Philadelphia. Organized by Bob 
Geldof and Midge Ure, the event drew an estimated 1.5 
billion television viewers and raised millions of dollars 
for famine relief in Ethiopia. Born: Harrison Ford, 
American actor (1942)

July 14, 1789: A mob advanced on the Bastille in Paris, 
demanding the arms and munitions stored there, but, 
when the guards resisted, the crowd captured the 
prison, an act that symbolized the end of the ancien 
régime. Born: Woody Guthrie, American singer and 
composer (1914)

July 15, 2006: Cofounders Jack Dorsey, Evan Williams, 
and Biz Stone publicly launched Twitter, and within 
the following decade the social media platform had 
more than 300 million users. Born: Linda Ronstadt, 
American singer (1946)

July 16, 1945: The United States tested the first atomic 
bomb  near Alamogordo, New Mexico, and the 
following month dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in Japan, hastening the end of World 
War II. Born: Ginger Rogers, American dancer (1911)

July 17, 1955: Disneyland, an amusement park 
featuring attractions based on the creations of Walt 
Disney and the Disney Company, opened in Anaheim, 
California. Born: Mark Burnett, British author and tv 
producer and director (1960)

July 18, 1927: American baseball player Ty 
Cobb collected his 4,000th career hit. Born: John 
Glenn, U.S. astronaut (1921)

Quality Quotes:

Fascinating Facts:

This Week's Trivia:
(Answers are printed at the bottom)

NEWS

Astronaut Edition:
• The word "astronaut" originates from the Greek 
words for "star sailor" and designates space explorers.

• Space Sleep: Because they float, astronauts sleep 
inside special sleeping bags tethered to the walls of 
the spacecraft. They also average 30 to 60 minutes 
less sleep per night due to environmental factors and 
motion. 

• Hygiene Challenges: Showers do not function in 
microgravity as water simply floats in blobs. Astronauts 
sponge bathe instead. They also do not do laundry; 
they wear clothes until dirty and discard them to burn 
up in cargo vehicles.

• Since the International Space Station is an 
international collaboration, all astronauts—including 
those from NASA—are required to learn Russian. 
This ensures they can read manuals on the Russian 
side of the station and communicate effectively with 
their crewmates.

• The ISS hurtles around Earth at about 17,500 miles 
per hour, circling the globe roughly every 90 minutes. 
This speed means astronauts witness about 16 
sunrises and 16 sunsets every 24 hours. 

Trivia Answers:
Answer #1: Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova 

became the first woman in space. She launched on the 
Vostok 6 mission on June 16, 1963.

Answer #2: The Soviet Union launched the first 
dog, Laika, into space. Laika was aboard Sputnik 2 

on November 3, 1957. Laika ultimately succumbed to 
heatstroke and exhaustion while on the one-way mission. 

This Week in History:
Courtesy: Britannica.com

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE 

HAMPTON — This week’s Center 
Stage is Eva Dohlman, a rising Hamp-
ton-Dumont-CAL senior whose passion 
for performing and willingness to try 
new things have shaped her high school 
experience.

The daughter of Nathan and Lili Dohl-
man, Eva is involved in speech, debate, 
choir, student council, tennis, football 
cheerleading, dance and book club. She 
also gives back to the community by 
singing the national anthem at the Frank-
lin County Fair each year.

While she participates in many activ-
ities, speech has had the greatest impact 
on her.

“I have never been afraid to speak to a 
crowd, and that made me feel like I didn’t 

fit in all the time,” 
Dohlman said. “Af-
ter joining speech, 
I made so many 
friends and found an 
outlet for my energy.”

Her love for the 
fine arts began nat-
urally through her 
love of singing and 
speaking. 

“I have always had 
a passion to sing and 
just talk in general, 
so when an opportu-
nity arrived I took it,” 

she said.
For Dohlman, one of the most reward-

ing parts of participating in the fine arts 
has been watching herself improve.

“I enjoy getting to see my own person-
al growth and work,” she said.

That growth led to one of her proudest 
accomplishments–writing and perform-
ing her own speech piece. 

“Writing my own piece for speech and 
getting to share it with others,” she said, 
is the achievement she is most proud of.

Throughout her journey, Dohlman has 
relied on the support of her parents.

“My parents have always tried to come 
and support me, so I’m inspired to keep 
trying,” she said.

Her involvement in speech, music and 
extracurricular activities has also taught 
her a valuable lesson.

“If you don’t put yourself out there, 
you're never going to get what you want,” 
she said.

As she prepares to begin her senior 
year, Dohlman hopes to continue mak-
ing memories with her classmates while 
embracing every opportunity that comes 
her way. Looking ahead, she plans to 
become a registered nurse before even-
tually opening her own medical beauty 
salon. For Dohlman, the confidence she’s 
gained through the fine arts is just the be-
ginning as she works towards her future 
career goals. 

just talk in general, 

Keep up with the latest events, stories and news by 
following the Hampton Chronicle on Facebook!

Father Kevin Earleywine Celebrates Final 
Masses Before New Assignment

BY JIM DAVIES

Father Kevin Earleywine 
celebrated his final weekend 
Masses on Sunday, July 12, be-
fore departing for his new as-
signment in the newly formed 
Waterloo Area Pastorate.

Father Kevin began the day 
by celebrating the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary's Church in 
Ackley. It marked the final reg-
ularly scheduled weekend Mass 
for St. Mary's parishioners in 
Ackley, at least until January 
15, 2027. The Ackley parish 
has been assigned to the Web-
ster City Area Pastorate and, for 
the time being, will only have 
an 8:30 a.m. Thursday week-
day Mass at St. Mary’s Church, 
in addition to special occasion 
Masses such as weddings and 
funerals.

He then celebrated his final 
English-language Mass at 10:30 
a.m. at St. Patrick's Church in 
Hampton, followed by his final 
Spanish-language Mass at 5:30 
p.m.

At the conclusion of the 
10:30 a.m. Mass, Father Kevin 
was presented with gift cards 
from the parish. He will also 
receive a commemorative cha-
suble once it arrives.  Dawn 
Collins, speaking on behalf 
of the parishioners of St. Pat-
rick's, then shared the following 
remarks:

Father Kevin, you have 
served St. Patrick now for nine 
years and in that nine years we 
have seen a young priest change 
into the person you are today. 

We (per your bulletin column) 
do forgive you for any mistakes 
as you were learning and grow-
ing in your new role as a young 
priest, we will even forgive you 
for some Homilies that may or 
may not have been a little long.

As you prepare to begin 
this new chapter of ministry, 
we want to express our sincere 
gratitude for your faithful ser-
vice, your guidance and the 
many ways you have touched 
our parish community. 

You are someone who knows 
us and our parish well, who has 
taken two different cultures and 
figured out how to minister to 
both, separately and together. 
At times this was not an easy 
task. You have helped us grow 
in our faith and been there when 

we needed you, for some in 
times of trouble and worry and 
for others to celebrate the good 
times and important events in 
our lives. 

We appreciate all that you 
have done and we will miss you 
as you leave here and begin 
your next journey in Waterloo. 
It is with joy that we celebrate 
all you have given and done for 
us and a sadness that you will 
no longer be here with us. 

We wish you nothing but the 
best and hope we will always 
hold a special place in your 
heart. May the Lord continue to 
bless and strengthen you as you 
shepherd your new parish and 
may Our Lady watch over you 
wherever your ministry leads. 

It is our privilege to present 

to you these gifts.  A new vest-
ment (which is lost in shipping 
somewhere, but we will get it 
to you). As you wear it to cele-
brate the Holy Eucharist, may it 
remind you that we will always 
be with you and hold a special 
place in our hearts. There are 
also a few gift cards to get you 
started in your new home.

Following the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass, parishioners and com-
munity members gathered in St. 
Patrick's Social Hall for a fare-
well reception in Father Kev-
in's honor. After the 5:30 p.m. 
Spanish Mass, members of the 
Hispanic community hosted a 
potluck celebration.

Under the Diocese's new 
parish structure, St. Patrick's 
Parish in Hampton has been as-
signed to the Mason City Area 
Pastorate, which also includes 
the parishes in Mason City, 
Rockwell, and Manly.

Beginning next weekend, 
one English-language Mass will 
be celebrated at St. Patrick’s at 
9:00 a.m. on Sundays and one 
English-language weekday 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. on Fridays. 
The Sunday Spanish-language 
Mass has been moved to Rock-
well, where it will be celebrated 
each Sunday at 12:00 p.m.

The Mason City Area Pas-
torate will be served by four 
priests. The pastor is Rev. David 
O'Connor. Serving as parochial 
vicars are Rev. Paul Ameyaw, 
Rev. Peter Binder, and Rev. 
Georges Midiangu.

Among the approximately 150 
parishioners and community members 
attending the farewell luncheon in 
St. Patrick's Social Hall following the 
10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, July 12 
were Father Kevin's parents, Steve 
and Kathy Earleywine of Brodhead, 
Wisconsin.

Father Kevin Earleywine 
earned his undergraduate 
degree from Loras College in 
Dubuque before completing 
his priestly formation at 
Mundelein Seminary in a 
northern suburb of Chicago.  
He was ordained to the 
priesthood on May 27, 2017, 
at the Cathedral of St. 
Raphael in Dubuque.
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Hinson Says She Will ‘Stand With Iowa Agriculture’, 
Fight Against CA Pork Rule

Senate candidate pushes for her Save Our Bacon Act
BY CAMI KOONS

IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

MARSHALLTOWN – Iowa 
pork producers, at a Friday news 
conference supporting U.S. Rep. 
Ashley Hinson, emphasized the 
need for federal legislation that 
will stop individual states from 
dictating the growing conditions 
of agricultural products. 

Hinson, a Republican run-
ning for U.S. Senate, previous-
ly introduced the “Save Our 
Bacon Act” in an effort to stop 
state-specific laws like Califor-
nia’s Proposition 12. That law 
stipulates certain proteins sold 
in the state must comply with 
California animal confinement 
regulations, even if the animals 
were raised in Iowa or any other 
state. 

Hinson alleged her Demo-
cratic opponent, Josh Turek, sup-
ports the California law and is, 
therefore, against Iowa farmers. 

“Anyone who supports a 
mandate like Prop 12 isn’t some-
one who can genuinely represent 
the people of Iowa, especially not 
our farmers and our producers 
and Iowa agriculture,” Hinson 
said. “… You either stand with 
the radical vegan activists who 
don’t know the first thing about 
farming, or you’re like me: You 
stand with Iowa agriculture.” 

While Turek has been op-
posed to the Save Our Bacon 
Act, the state senator has said he 
does not support Proposition 12. 

“Ashley Hinson has repeated-
ly betrayed rural Iowa and voted 
to hurt farmers by supporting 

chaotic tariffs and a Middle 
East war that is driving up the 
cost of diesel and fertilizer,” a 
spokesperson from Turek’s cam-
paign said in a statement. “To 
make matters worse, she forced 
her unpopular, pro-China ‘Save 
Our Bacon Act’ into the Farm 
Bill, jeopardizing passage of the 
Farm Bill that Iowans desperate-
ly need.”

The spokesperson said Turek 
plans to focus on farm issues 
like nationwide, year-round E15; 
right to repair farm machinery; 
monopolization of the farm mar-
kets and to pass a Farm Bill, if 
he is elected to fill U.S. Sen. Joni 
Ernst’s seat. 

Proponents of the Save Our 
Bacon Act, which is similar 
to an earlier bill known as the 
Ending Agricultural Trade Sup-
pression, or EATS act, say it pro-
tects interstate commerce from 
a “patchwork” of differing state 
regulations. 

But some analysts and op-
ponents of the bill say it would 
negate a number of state laws, 
beyond the scope of livestock 
production and meat sales. 

The California state referen-
dum went into effect in 2024 and 
pork producers alleged Friday 
the law has caused the price of 
bacon and other pork products to 
skyrocket in the west-cost state.

According to the National 
Pork Producers Council, covered 
pork products are 20% more ex-
pensive in California after the 
start of the law. 

In addition to raising prices 
for consumers, pork producers 

argue that Prop 12 compliance 
hurts family farmers who have 
to update their sow enclosures at 
an average cost, according to the 
National Pork Producers Coun-
cil, of $3,400-$4,000 per sow. 

Defenders of Proposition 12 
say pork producers don’t have to 
sell their products in California 
if they don’t want to have com-
pliant operations.

Rob Brenneman, the Na-
tional Pork Producers Council 
president and a pork producer 
from Washington County, said 
the added cost of Proposition 
12 compliance will affect the 
future generations of Iowa pork 
producers.

“We talk about second, third, 
fourth, and fifth and sixth gen-
erations – this will have an im-
pact because livestock and pig 

production is a big part of our 
industry, of our state, especially 
here in Iowa,” Brenneman said 
Friday.

Tom Mead and his family 
hosted the event on their centu-
ry farm west of Marshalltown. 
Mead said he recently welcomed 
a granddaughter into the world 
who will represent the sixth gen-
eration on his family’s farm. 

“We’re proud to be raising 
the next generation with the 
same values and appreciation 
for agriculture and the livestock 
industry that have sustained our 
family for many years,” Mead 
said. 

Pork producers at the event 
said animal welfare standards 
should be set by “science and 
experience.” Blake Edler, a Mar-
shall County producer, said Prop 

12 is an animal welfare issue 
with “a lot of misinformation in 
regards to animal behavior.” 

“A Prop 12 environment 
causes an increase in lameness, 
injury, health problems,” Elder 
said. “… As a farmer, I deeply 
care about animal welfare, and 
I don’t want to see my animals 
suffer.” 

The California law stipulates 
pork sold in the state must come 
from operations where sows had 
at least 24 square feet of space – 
enough to turn around freely – in 
either individual or group hous-
ing systems.  

The American Association 
of Swine Veterinarians urged 
Congress to pass legislation 
that would stop laws like Cali-
fornia’s, arguing that “no single 
husbandry style is applicable in 
all situations.” 

Language from Hinson’s 
Save Our Bacon Act was includ-
ed in the 2026 House-passed 
Farm Bill, but was not included 
in the Senate’s recently released 
Farm Bill draft. Sen. Roger Mar-
shall, R-Kansas, was an original 
sponsor of the Senate version of 
the Save Our Bacon Act, along 
with Iowa Sens. Joni Ernst and 
Chuck Grassley, but Marshall 
withdrew his support of the bill 
in June. 

An ad campaign from the 
American Meat Producers As-
sociation calls the Save Our 
Bacon Act a “scam” and a “give-
away” to Chinese corporations. 
The association says it works to 
promote “responsible produc-
tion, protect fair and open meat 

markets, and keep family farms 
thriving.”

Hinson said her bill would 
protect small family farms that 
cannot absorb the costs of con-
verting their operations to be 
Proposition 12 compliant.

“One of the most insulting 
parts of the campaign, in my 
mind, is the suggestion that our 
farmers only care about the bot-
tom line, that they don’t care 
about the welfare of the animals 
that they are raising,” Hinson 
said. “As you’ve heard from 
these folks today, nothing could 
be further from the truth. The 
folks standing behind me know 
better than anyone that animal 
health and well-being is their top 
priority because that is their bot-
tom line.”

Tom Mead, a Marshall County 
producer, spoke July 10, 2026 
in favor of the Save Our Bacon 
Act from U.S. Rep. Ashley 
Hinson, R-IA. (Photo by Cami 
Koons/Iowa Capital Dispatch)

U.S. Rep. Ashely Hinson spoke about her Save Our Bacon Act 
July 10, 2026 at a farm in Marshall County Iowa. She was joined by 
Iowa pork producers, agricultural leaders and their families at the 
campaign press conference. (Photo by Cami Koons/Iowa Capital 
Dispatch)

Reynolds Expresses Hope for Federal Appeal of SNAP ‘Unhealthy’ Food Restrictions
BY ROBIN OPSAHL

IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

Though Iowa will not be the 
one to file court action, Gov. 
Kim Reynolds said she hoped 
the federal government will 
appeal a federal judge’s June 
decision to stop Iowa and oth-
er states from implementing 
restrictions on “unhealthy” 
purchases through the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture granted Iowa a waiver 
allowing the state to exclude 
certain food and drinks, like 
soda and candy, from being pur-
chased using SNAP, which took 
effect at the beginning of 2026. 
This waiver, and others granted 
to states allowing restrictions 
on SNAP, was overturned by a 
decision by U.S. District Judge 
Amy Berman Jackson in June 
— a decision Reynolds called 
“short-sighted” in an earlier 
statement.

On Wednesday, Reynolds 
said the state would not be chal-
lenging this court decision, but 
said she would be in support of 
the federal government appeal-

ing it.
“If we can play a role in that, 

that would be the attorney gen-
eral that would really partici-
pate on our behalf,” Reynolds 
said. “I hope they do at some 
point, to be quite honest, be-
cause I think it’s so important. 
You know, this is about the 
health of our kids, and our data 
is horrible. And it’s not a man-
date that they can’t have those 
items … it just says if taxpay-
er dollars are going to be used 
through this program, that was 
designated to provide nutrition-
al food for our kids, then that’s 
the intent of the program, and 
we should adhere to that.”

But John Boller, board chair 
of the Iowa Hunger Coalition, 
said in a statement restrictions 
are not the best way to improve 
Iowans’ health.

“If the goal is healthier eat-
ing, we know that support 
works better than restriction,” 
Boller said in a statement. 
“Programs like Summer EBT 
have already shown they boost 
healthy food consumption for 
kids and incentives like Double 
Up Food Bucks do the same for 
families year-round. Vulnerable 

Iowans deserve the same dig-
nity of choice as anyone else at 
the grocery store. We’re grate-
ful the judge’s ruling protects 
choice for SNAP participants in 
Iowa.”

Boller also said he would not 
support appealing the decision, 
because “an appeal would mean 
more uncertainty for SNAP 
participants who are just start-
ing to regain some clarity and 
stability after the ruling, forc-
ing them back into limbo about 
what they can and can’t buy.”

“It also creates real costs 

and confusion for retailers, who 
would have to re-implement re-
strictions only to possibly un-
wind them again, all for a fight 
that doesn’t need to continue,” 
he said.

Reynolds had emphasized 
Wednesday the court decision 
will not block SNAP and sum-
mer feeding program funds 
from being allocated. She said 
the rules restricting certain 
foods from being purchased 
will “no longer apply, but we 
still will follow through with 
allocating the funds that we al-

ready said that we would.”

Iowa celebrates low SNAP 
error rate

Iowa is also not set to see 
changes to its required contri-
butions to the SNAP program 
in the next year. On Thursday, 
Iowa Department of Health 
and Human Services officials 
praised the state’s work to keep 
the state’s SNAP payment error 
rate below the the 6% threshold 
set to implement federal penal-
ties in 2027.

Under the 2025 “One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act,” states will 
begin to face federal penalties 
based on their SNAP payment 
error rates beginning in federal 
fiscal year 2028 — beginning 
October 2027. If a state has a 
payment error rate above 6%, 
calculated by the federal gov-
ernment while looking at SNAP 
overpayments and underpay-
ments, the state will be required 
to fund between 5% and 15% 
of benefit payments previously 
provided through federal aid.

The national average pay-
ment error rate is at 10.62%, ac-
cording to federal data, and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 

found states made a collective 
$10.1 billion in improper pay-
ments in FY 2025.

But according to newly re-
leased USDA data, Iowa’s error 
rate fell below the national trend 
for FY 2025 at 5.34% — a rate 
that would mean the state would 
not have to take on additional 
funding for SNAP benefits un-
der the 2025 law. An Iowa HHS 
news release said the depart-
ment attributed the state’s low 
error rate to efforts made in the 
state to clarify eligibility poli-
cies, better train staff and other 
“organizational alignment” pro-
cesses taken on.

“This improvement reflects 
our continued focus on getting 
benefits right the first time and 
the hard work of our staff to 
strengthen accuracy and consis-
tency across the system,” HHS 
Principal Deputy Director Lar-
ry Johnson said in a statement. 
“Accurate SNAP administra-
tion supports Iowa families, 
protects taxpayer dollars, and 
ensures Iowans receive timely 
and correct support.”

Iowa is one of just nine states 
nationwide with an error rate 
below 6%.

Iowa will no longer restrict use of the SNAP federal nutrition program 
for sugary snacks, but Gov. Kim Reynolds said she would like to see 
the federal government appeal a court ruling that struck down the 
state's restriction. (Photo by Cami Koons/Iowa Capital Dispatch)

the right time to pour my energy 
into something new–something 
that lets me be creative, con-
nect with people, and hopefully 
brighten someone’s day with a 
good treat.”

Originally from Whyalla, 
Australia, Pralle moved to the 
United States in 2004. She said 
her upbringing continues to in-
fluence both the look and feel of 
the bakery.

“Growing up in Austra-
lia definitely shaped the way I 

think about sweets and baking,” 
she said. “Aussie treats are of-
ten colorful, cheerful, nostalgic, 
and made to be shared.”

She hopes customers notice 
that same sense of creativity in 
every item she makes.

Among her favorite menu 
items are cake pops, which al-
low her to experiment with 
different f lavors, colors and 
seasonal themes, along with 
cookie pies, a dessert she de-
scribes as “a cookie baked into 

a pie and sliced.” While she 
plans to introduce more Austra-
lian-inspired recipes over time, 
she wants to ensure they’re ap-
proachable for local customers 
while staying true to their roots.

One aspect of the business 
that sets Aussie Crumb Co. 
apart is its commitment to in-
gredient transparency and ac-
commodating customers with 
food allergies and sensitivities.

Pralle said the mission is 
personal.

“My sons and I all have dif-
ferent food allergies and sen-
sitivities, including dairy, soy, 
corn, eggs, gluten, and choc-
olate,” she said. “Because of 
that, we know what it feels like 
to read every label, ask careful 
questions, and navigate restau-
rants or bakeries with caution.”

She hopes to continue ex-
panding the bakery’s selection 
of gluten-free and other aller-
gy-conscious treats, ensuring 
more people can enjoy some-

thing special.
Looking ahead, Pralle hopes 

Aussie Crumb Co. becomes 
a regular stop for residents 
in Sheffield and surrounding 
communities.

“My hope is that Aussie 
Crumb Co. becomes a familiar, 
happy little stop for people in 
Sheffield and the surrounding 
communities – the kind of place 
where someone can swing by, 
grab a treat, and leave with a 
smile,” she said.

The self-serve stand is open 
on weekends, weather permit-
ting, from noon until dark at 
728 Gilman St. Customers can 
pay using cash, Venmo or Pay-
Pal. Pralle also accepts special 
orders for businesses, groups 
and special occasions and plans 
to introduce additional seasonal 
and Australian-inspired treats 
throughout the year.

BLOOMS: FROM COVER
Although the business is just 

getting started, Benning said 
the journey has involved plen-
ty of learning through trial and 
error.

“I am still a beginner and 
have been learning a lot through 
some trial and error,” she said. 
“Just because you try something 
one time and you fail doesn’t 
mean you can’t do it. You learn 
a lot from your failures and it is 
the best way you can grow.”

This growing season, Ben-
ning has planted around 4,000 
flowers, including approximate-
ly 1,400 dahlias, which are the 
signature f lower of the farm. 
She is also growing zinnias, 
celosia, gomphrena, statice, 
strawflowers and sunflowers. 

Her decision to pursue flow-
er farming was inspired in part 
by growing flowers for her own 
wedding.

“I really enjoyed picking my 

flowers the day before our wed-
ding with some special people 
in my life and having that mem-
ory of us all picking the flowers 
I grew,” she said. “After that I 
really wanted to share my flow-
ers with more people and enable 
them to enjoy what we grew.”

Benning also credits her hus-
band for encouraging her every 
step of the way.

“He’s been my biggest sup-
porter and has encouraged me 

to go for it,” she said. “Andrew 
actually bought my first dahlia 
tubers for my birthday, which in 
turn started my love of dahlias.”

Beginning in early August, 
customers will be able to vis-
it a self-serve f lower stand in 
Hampton. U-pick opportu-
nities are expected to begin 
later in August and continue 
through the end of the growing 
season. Benning will also of-
fer bulk flowers for weddings, 

bridal showers, baby showers 
and other special events, along 
with Bloom Bar services where 
guests can build their own bou-
quets. A website with addition-
al information is expected to 
launch soon, and dahlia tubers 
will be available for purchase 
next spring.

Looking ahead, Benning 
hopes to continue expanding 
the farm and eventually create a 
destination where visitors from 

across Iowa can relax and enjoy 
locally grown flowers.

“I am really excited to be 
starting a small business in this 
community and look forward to 
sharing it with everyone,” she 
said.

As the farm prepares to 
open, Benning hopes her flow-
ers will help create lasting 
memories for families and vis-
itors to come. 



Iowa’s Medicaid system doesn’t need a task force. It needs accountability

Last week, Governor Kim 
Reynolds announced the cre-
ation of a new “task force” 
focused on Iowa’s Medicaid 
program. But after ten years of 

Medicaid privatization, Iowans 
don’t need another task force to 
tell them what is wrong. They 
already know what the problem 
is.

Ten years ago, Governor 
Reynolds and former Gover-
nor Terry Branstad turned Io-
wa’s Medicaid program over 
to private, for-profit companies 
— known as Managed Care 
Organizations, or MCOs. Io-
wans were promised that pri-
vatization would lower costs, 
create more stable budgets, 
and improve health outcomes. 
A decade later, it’s clear those 
promises haven’t been kept. 
In fact, the legislature and the 
Governor just raised taxes on 
most people’s healthcare this 
spring in order to pay for the 
profits of these MCOs.

Instead, Iowa families, 
health care providers, and tax-
payers have been left deal-
ing with a system that is more 
complicated, more expensive, 
and harder to navigate. Pa-
tients have struggled to get the 
care they need. Providers have 
spent countless hours fighting 
through insurance bureaucra-
cy instead of focusing on their 
patients. And taxpayers are 
paying for a system that has cre-
ated more administrative head-
aches without delivering better 
results.

The biggest problem with the 
governor’s new task force is that 
it seems designed to protect the 
status quo rather than fix it. The 
task force includes representa-
tives from the managed care or-
ganizations (MCOs) that profit 

from Iowa’s current system, but 
does not include the patients, 
doctors, nurses, hospitals, and 
providers who have spent the 
last decade dealing with its 
failures firsthand. It's another 
example of insiders protecting a 
broken system instead of stand-
ing up for Iowa families.

If state leaders are truly in-
terested in finding solutions, 
they should start by listening 
to the people who have been 
harmed by the system — not 
just the companies that benefit 
from it.

Before privatization, Iowa 
had one of the most efficient 
Medicaid systems in the coun-
try. After the system was privat-
ized, my office found a nearly 
900 percent increase in illegal 
denials of care, meaning people 

were wrongfully being kicked 
off of their health insurance, 
creating bureaucratic road-
blocks and headaches for pa-
tients and providers alike.

We also saw repeated in-
stability in the program itself. 
In just ten years, five different 
managed care companies have 
cycled through Iowa’s Medicaid 
program. None have lasted the 
full decade, forcing families to 
navigate repeated disruptions 
and paperwork changes, forc-
ing providers to hire extra staff 
to chase payments, and making 
hospitals have to take out loans 
to cover unpaid bills — all add-
ing up to worse care and higher 
costs for everyone.

After a decade of bureau-
cratic red tape, higher costs, and 
worse outcomes, it's clear Med-

icaid privatization has priori-
tized insurance company profits 
over Iowa patients. That's why 
my “A Healthier Iowa for All” 
plan calls for beginning the 
process of reversing Medicaid 
privatization and restoring a 
system that puts patients first.

At a time when Iowa families 
are already facing rising health 
care costs and fewer providers, 
we need leaders who will pro-
tect access to care — not more 
politicians who have spent their 
careers making it harder to get.

As governor, I will take steps 
to reverse Medicaid privatiza-
tion, lower costs, cut through 
the bureaucracy, and make sure 
Iowans can get the care they 
need — when and where they 
need it.

ISACA Summer Conference
A few weeks ago, I attend-

ed the annual conference for 
ISACA (Iowa State Association 
of County Auditors).  This is a 
three-day conference held once 
a year for Auditors and auditor 
staff from around the state to 
meet, hear about important top-
ics, gain knowledge, and inter-
act with others who do our same 
job so we can better ourselves 
for our counties.  

We were able to hear from 
speakers regarding dealing with 
stress and being resilient.  We 
all really enjoyed this as this 
job is often high stress and can 
get overwhelming.  We also met 
with a variety of professionals 

that we all work with regularly.  
We talked with staff of the Iowa 
Department of Management.  
These folks assist us with a va-
riety of things, but the two big 
things they talked to us about 
was certifying all the local bud-
gets (townships, hospital, fire 
districts, schools, cities, etc) 
and the property tax reform that 
was passed this last legislative 
session.  

We heard from an employ-
ment attorney regarding a va-
riety of topics such as FMLA, 
FLSA rules, and much more.  
We spent a considerable amount 
of time with the Secretary of 
State’s office talking about all 

things elections and learning 
more about election securi-
ty.  We had time to meet with 
the company that helps with 
our election machines and our 
pollbooks (the iPads) we use to 
check in voters at the elections.  

It was a great few days spent 
learning, growing, developing, 
and connecting with others who 
truly understand the demands 
of our jobs.  I also must shout-
out my staff for holding the 
fort down while I was gone.  I 
always know things keep chug-
ging along with them beside 
me!  Until next time….
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The Hampton Chronicle welcomes the opinions of our 
readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the 
submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking 
individuals without supporting documentation or a rational 
and legally defensible justification. In any event the 
newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or 
not a reader submission will be published. If your letter is 
selected it will be run on a single occasion and you agree to 
give us the right to publish it in print and digital form. The 
Hampton Chronicle will not accept letters that are duplicated, 
reprinted, copied, or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be 
original, typewritten or neatly handwritten. Letters should 
not exceed 300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be 
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as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for 
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rejected. 
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the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be 
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debate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to 
express their views. The Hampton Chronicle reserves the 
right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on 
the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Hampton Chronicle.
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news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases 
where an error has been made we will run a correction, 
clarification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our 
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly and 
quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating with the 
correct information. 
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next 
issue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what was 
inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If the 
article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online 
medium controlled by The Hampton Chronicle, a post will be 
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY 

AUDITOR

Imporantance of Energy Independence

In the United States, energy independence 
is now more important than ever, with new 
technology demands out pacing our energy 
production. Investment in energy is not only 
economically beneficial, but it also ensures a 
free market that champions competition. The 
ability to keep electricity prices down means 
more money in the pockets of hard-working 
Iowans. These new projects help to keep Iowa 
farms in the hands of Iowans. In Franklin 
County, our investment in new wind projects 
is an investment in our future. Through a bad 
harvest, economic downturn or hardship, it 

ensures that our farmers can not only keep 
their land but continue to benefit from it. 

Farmers know their land best and should 
have the freedom to make their own deci-
sions in how to utilize it. Farmers deserve to 
economically benefit from the installation of 
energy infrastructure and help secure pros-
perity for future generations. As many coun-
ties weigh raising taxes, investment in wind is 
another step in ensuring that the burden does 
not fall on Iowans. The truth is that energy 
independence is what this country needs to 
make sure we do not rely upon volatile inter-
national markets. Investment in energy isn’t a 
partisan issue; it is our duty as Americans to 

champion energy production while support-
ing our farmers.

Wind energy is an opportunity for farmers 
to take part in securing Iowa’s energy future 
and to build financial security for their farms 
for generations to come.

– Ray Gaesser
Chairman, Iowa Conservative Energy 

Forum
Ray Gaesser is a lifelong Iowa farmer, 

former President of the American Soybean 
Association, and was a candidate for Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture in 2018. Ray, his wife 
Elaine, and his son Chris, farm 5,400 acres in 
southern Iowa.

Permitting Reform Needed

We continue to read about rising electric-
ity rates that are exacerbating the inflation 
that is making our lives more expensive and 
difficult. While some states have been pro-
active in addressing the problem, a national 
solution is needed. Our existing grid can 
be made more efficient, but in the end we 
will need to build new transmission lines 

and create stronger connections between 
each of the regional grids. A major prob-
lem is that it takes too long to build these 
lines due to outdated regulations. The cost 
of solar and battery storage has decreased 
so dramatically that virtually all new gen-
eration capacity is clean. Unfortunately, 
the grid hasn't been able to keep up and this 
new capacity often has to wait years to get 
plugged in. Federal legislation is already 

being considered in DC to help ease these 
bottlenecks while still encouraging public 
input. Ask your Member of Congress to join 
you in support of comprehensive clean en-
ergy permitting reform so we can build our 
way out of these high electricity rates.

Jon Berman
Elmhurst, IL

The Indians and the Palestinians

We tore down our old house 
in 1997. It was the oldest house 
in Ingham Township. It was a 
great place to raise kids. Like a 
terrible first job, they appreci-
ated the decent ones they lived 
in later. It also made life eas-
ier in that it was impossible to 
keep a house clean with a wood 

cookstove on one end and a 
wood heater on the other. Low-
er standards can be a recipe for 
happiness.

As Gary took the walls down 
with his excavator it became 
more obvious that there were 
two foundations. He explained 
that the outer one was shallow 
so as to enable the settlers to 
quickly build shelter before 
winter.

The inner, deeper wall was 
for food storage and protec-
tion from Indians. All the dirt 
was carried out by hand and 
the limestone for the walls was 
moved in the same way. If there 
were chiropractors back then 
they’d have been driving solid 
gold horses. The door leading 
outside was extremely heavy 
and had an iron bar and brackets 
to keep the Indians out.

In the Declaration of Inde-
pendence indigenous people 
were labeled “merciless Indi-
an savages” and their “known 

rule of warfare, is an undistin-
guished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.”

The popular literature of the 
time constantly repeated the 
trope of them being subhuman, 
ruthless animals; the same as 
the state-run media of today 
when reporting on Muslims. 
(The fallacy of this thinking is 
illustrated by Iran, a country of 
93 million people who are not 
starving and were living in an 
orderly existence.)  It was un-
abashedly designed to promote 
sociopathic behavior toward the 
natives. 

I recently had a conversation 
with a conservative friend who 
said to me, “We only disagree 
on the Jews.” This was enlight-
ening to me but not surprising. 
I’m sure we don’t disagree about 
Jews. Neither one of us meets 
someone and thinks of them as 
a part of a group. We see that 
person. Period. By necessity 
language is a series of general-

ities. In daily life we treat each 
other as fellow human beings, 
not amorphous pieces of a de-
mographic. George Washington 
warned us of the dangers of po-
litical parties and how they en-
able us to be lazy and abandon 
critical thinking. The narrative 
around Israel's treatment of its 
neighbors never puts a human 
face on those people.

In 1896 Theodor Herzl wrote 
a manifesto in response to an-
ti-semitism in Europe declar-
ing that Jews needed an actual 
geographical state of their own. 
This came more than 30 years 
after Moses Hess first authored 
proposals of a structured Jewish 
socialist movement.

In 1917 British Foreign 
Secretary Arthur Balfour sent 
a declaration to Lord Walter 
Rothschild naming Palestine 
as the home of the Jews while 
promising not to violate the 
rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities.  Palestine was 

90% Muslim and Christian. 
The Arabs resisted sorta like 
we would if the UN told us to go 
to Nebraska because the New 
Yorkers now owned Hampton.

Israel has been growing out-
side of the declaration’s bound-
aries like Ankeny ever since. 
Armored bulldozers clear out 
Palestinian homes and busi-
nesses amid showers of thrown 
rocks and bottle rockets.

Depicting criticism of Isra-
el's aggression as antisemitism 
is a deliberate attempt to shield 
a bunch of murderers. Zionists 
believe that the Jews are God’s 
chosen people. What? He cre-
ated all of us and then said, 
“Oops, these Christians and 
Buddhists are rejects. They can 
be disposed of like a fly on pie.” 
Really?

No. Jews are not Zionists. 
There are plenty of Jews who 
live among people of different 
religions, especially here where 
constitutional guarantees still 

somewhat apply. Bibi Netanya-
hu has single-handedly created 
more antisemites than any real 
antisemite crusader could ever 
dream of.  

Our European ancestors' 
treatment of indigenous Amer-
icans was shameful. We have 
fleeting moments of guilt but it 
hasn’t gotten in the way of us fi-
nancing the exact same thing in 
the Middle East.

If our forebears had dealt 
with native populations with 
respect, that secure cellar would 
not have been necessary any 
more than our bloated national 
security state of today. What’s 
missing is the realization of 
what benefits we could reap 
from being decent people. 

Please comment on my col-
umn with a letter to the editor 
or directly to me at 4selfgovern-
ment@gmail.com

VETERANS: FROM COVER
Riders, attending military funerals to help 
protect families from protesters.

Douglass said finishing in the top three 
fundraising locations would mean a great 
deal to her personally.

“I’ve worked in food service since I was 
15, but I’ve never been a general manager 
before,” she said. “Being able to attend the 
conference and trade show and learn from 
more experienced managers would be an 

amazing experience.”
The Stars for Heroes fundraiser will 

continue throughout July, with donations 
accepted at the Hampton Hardee’s until Au-
gust 2nd.



Iowa’s Medicaid system doesn’t need a task force. It needs accountability
icaid privatization has priori-
tized insurance company profits 
over Iowa patients. That's why 
my “A Healthier Iowa for All” 
plan calls for beginning the 
process of reversing Medicaid 
privatization and restoring a 
system that puts patients first.

At a time when Iowa families 
are already facing rising health 
care costs and fewer providers, 
we need leaders who will pro-
tect access to care — not more 
politicians who have spent their 
careers making it harder to get.

As governor, I will take steps 
to reverse Medicaid privatiza-
tion, lower costs, cut through 
the bureaucracy, and make sure 
Iowans can get the care they 
need — when and where they 
need it.

ISACA Summer Conference
things elections and learning 
more about election securi-
ty.  We had time to meet with 
the company that helps with 
our election machines and our 
pollbooks (the iPads) we use to 
check in voters at the elections.  

It was a great few days spent 
learning, growing, developing, 
and connecting with others who 
truly understand the demands 
of our jobs.  I also must shout-
out my staff for holding the 
fort down while I was gone.  I 
always know things keep chug-
ging along with them beside 
me!  Until next time….
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the next issue published. The correction 
will denote the issue, article and incorrect 
information along with the correction. 
Digital corrections will also be made, 
and an editor’s note will be added to the 
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online medium controlled by the Hampton 
Chronicle, a post will be made linking to the 
corrected article, noting the correction.

PRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia
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Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Justin Allgaier 966 16
2) Jesse Love 726 13
3) Sheldon Creed 693 13
4) Corey Day 689 14
5) Carson Kvapil 682 12
6) Brandon Jones 664 12
7) Austin Hill 659 9
8) Sammy Smith 639 10
9) Parker Retzlaff 593 10
10) Sam Mayer 549 10

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Denny Hamlin 791 12
2) Tyler Reddick 767 13
3) Ryan Blaney 726 15
4) Ty Gibbs 665 13
5) Chase Elliott 610 8
6) Kyle Larson 594 11
7) Chris Buescher 568 10
8) Carson Hocevar 563 8
9) Christopher Bell 551 9
10) Chase Briscoe 542 9

a) Green c) White
b) Checkered d) Yellow

This Week's Cup Series Race: Window World 450

Location: North Wilkesboro, N.C.
Date: July 19th, 7:00 p.m.
Last Year's Pole: None
Last Year's Winner: None

North Wilkesboro Speedway

The NASCAR Cup Series makes a highly 
anticipated return to its traditional roots on July 19th, 
2026, for the running of the Window World 450. 
Marking a massive milestone for the sport, this 
event represents the first official Cup Series points 
race hosted at North Wilkesboro Speedway since 
1996. Nestled in North Carolina, the historic 0.625-
mile short track features a unique uphill frontstretch 
and downhill backstretch that forces drivers to 
constantly manage a shifting center of gravity on an 
intensely abrasive, aging asphalt surface. Because 
this venue has only hosted non-points All-Star 
events in recent years, there is no true defending 
winner from a previous points season. However, 
short-track masters such as Denny Hamlin and Kyle 
Larson enter as heavy favorites to tame the tight 
corners, alongside Chase Elliott, who possesses the 
tire-saving patience required to excel over 450 
grueling laps. This historic points showdown will 
broadcast live on TNT starting at 7:00 PM ET.

Track Details
Distance: 0.625 Miles
Shape: Oval
Banking / Turns: 3, 14

Racing Trivia
What color flag is waved to 
signal that there is one lap 
remaining in the race? ?

Answer: c) White. The flagger waves it to tell 
drivers they have started their final lap around 
the track.

Top News Stories
Seasonal Chaos and Historic 
Undercard Triumphs
High-stakes driver movements and 
dramatic undercard battles dictated the 
professional racing landscape this past 
week. Across United States circuits and 
open-wheel paddocks, race teams locked 
down future premier talent while navigating 
fierce, multi-car track action. The headline 
shock emerged from the NTT IndyCar 
Series paddock as the upcoming driver 
market exploded into unprecedented 
chaos. Arrow McLaren delivered a 
massive industry statement by officially 
confirming a blockbuster team realignment 
for next year. The team locked down an 
untouchable lineup featuring Pato O’Ward,
newly crowned Indianapolis 500 winner 
Felix Rosenqvist, and six-time series 
champion Scott Dixon. This high-profile 
shuffling has completely turned the open-
wheel paddock upside down, leaving rival 
frontrunner organizations scrambling to fill 
their remaining open seats. On the 
physical tracks, NASCAR’s  national 
undercard series stepped into the spotlight 
with incredible short-track and road-course 
drama. At Connecticut’s historic Lime Rock 
Park, veteran Grant Enfinger conquered a 
wild, chaotic NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series shootout on Saturday, July 11, to 
secure a hard-fought victory. 
Simultaneously, the NASCAR O’Reilly
Auto Parts Series staged a grueling, four-
hour war of attrition at Atlanta's EchoPark 
Speedway. Championship leader Justin 
Allgaier masterfully survived a succession 
of late-race red flags and a double-
overtime restart. Allgaier executed a 
brilliant last-lap pass to claim his sixth 
victory of the season, officially clinching the 
2026 regular-season championship title in 
spectacular fashion.

Last Weekend's Race: Ryan Blaney Won at EchoPark
Ryan Blaney won the rain-delayed Quaker State 
400 at EchoPark Speedway early Monday 
morning, July 13, 2026. Starting from the pole, 
Blaney swept both stages and led a dominant 
171 of 263 laps. Following a three-hour storm 
delay at Lap 108, the race resumed near 
midnight and culminated in an overtime finish. 
Blaney executed a final-lap pass on Carson 
Hocevar, prevailing by 0.068 seconds over 
Christopher Bell in a three-wide photo finish. 
The triumph marks his second victory of the 
2026 season.

Ryan Blaney
Born: Dec. 31, 1993
Crew Chief: Jonathan Hassler
Car: Ford

2026 Standings
Cup Series Top Ten O'Reilly Auto Parts Series Top Ten

Year Wins Top 10s Avg. Finish
2026 2 15 10.55
2025 4 19 14.61

My Time in Tanzania: Part 1
BY ISAAC VOSBURG 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS 
ISAAC VOSBURG?

In the Mara region of north-
western Tanzania, there stands 
a peak like no other—or at least 
no other that I’ve seen. Locat-
ed 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
from Lake Victoria and a mere 
15 kilometers (10 miles) from 
Nyamuswa—the village where 
I’ve been staying this sum-
mer—Chamriho Mountain is 
truly a sight to behold. Defying 
convention, as well as the roll-
ing green hills and wide, fertile 
plains of the surrounding land-
scape, Chamriho stands out like 
a sore thumb, quite literally, 
especially upon first approach. 
Though it is not visible from 
Nyamuswa—thanks in large 
part to said “rolling hills” and 
the many, much smaller moun-
tains indicative of and inherent 
to the East African Rift System 
I currently find myself situated 
within—Chamriho makes itself 
known just a short jaunt down 
the road.

I was riding on the back of 
a motorcycle, wind whipping 
through my hair, as Benard—
my coworker at Project Zawa-
di—and I made our way to the 
village at the base of the moun-
tain: Sanzati. Benard cupped a 
hand over his mouth as he spoke 
to me, ensuring that his voice 
wasn’t needlessly carried away 
by the wind, and we chatted 
about our heightened expecta-
tions. Today was Tuesday, the 
seventh of July, which is a fed-
eral holiday in Tanzania cele-
brating farmers. We had visited 
Sanzati just two days earlier, in 
the hopes of climbing Cham-
riho then, only to be politely 
turned away after our meeting 
with the village chairperson on 
the grounds that he wished first 
to ask for the village’s approval 
before agreeing to accompany 
and guide us. A village meeting 
had already been scheduled for 
the day after, where the chair-
person brought up our interest. 
The village leaders were grate-
ful for our asking, and stated 
that even if we “wish[ed] to 
climb Chamriho 10 times, that 
is okay,” so long as they were 
aware of our intent.

It is this point, on “intent,” 
that I draw out as most signif-
icant to Sanzati’s allowing of 
our ascent. The mountain itself, 
steeped in traditional history 

and folklore, as well as the hor-
rors of European colonization, 
remains a place of deep rever-
ence for the Ikizu people who 
live in the surrounding villages, 
and demographically make up 
a majority of both Nyamuswa 
and Sanzati. It was due to this 
reverence that I took particular 
caution not to tread on any toes, 
and ultimately was not disheart-
ened by our initial dismissal 
two days prior, for it allowed 
the situation to become much 
more honest and representative. 
In the ensuing discussion that 
transpired at Monday’s village 
meeting, it was my rank as a 
student, openly expressing my 
interest in learning as much as 
I could about the local history 
of Chamriho, as well as the fact 
that I was not simply a tourist, 
and had instead been living 
in Nyamuswa for well over a 
month at that point which made 
village leaders so receptive to 
my aspirations of ascent. Ac-
cordingly, I have taken great 
pains in structuring this article, 
as I wish to paint these kind 
people and their traditions in 
the best light I can—a fair re-
flection of the warm welcome 
and generosity I consistent-
ly received throughout this 
adventure.

With the scene now firmly 
set, and schema in place, I re-
turn us to the present, where 
Benard and I follow the gentle 
curve of the pavement, wind-
ing past the meager molehill (in 
comparison) that I had initially 
mistaken for Chamriho Moun-
tain on my first time around. 
All the wiser now, I was still 
astounded when we rounded the 
bend and I laid eyes on the true 
site: a prominent point reaching 
up to form a gash in the lower 
horizon. With a verdant base 
and extensive rocky outcrop-
pings the farther up you travel, 
Chamriho is scenic, without a 
doubt. As we approached San-
zati village, the pavement gave 
way to gravel, and what had 
first appeared as a sharp peak 
was now stretching. At 1725 
meters (roughly 5750 feet, or 1.1 
miles) above sea level, Chamri-
ho is home to the highest point 
in Mara Region, which is an 
administrative division of Tan-
zania about the size of El Sal-
vador. On the mountain itself, 
what appears to be a single peak 
from the northwestern vantage 
Benard and I were currently 

party to turns out to be three 
distinct peaks when viewed 
from Sanzati to the northeast. 
Dodging ruts along the road, we 
were soon faced with an open 
plain, followed immediately by 
an intimidating wall of green 
and gray over three and a half 
kilometers (two miles) wide.

Such was our view as we 
rolled into Sanzati, where we 
met the village chairperson and 
ate a light breakfast of manda-
zi, a type of fried doughnut, 
together at a local shop. We 
purchased bottled water by the 
liter from another stall, joined 
up with a friend of the chair-
person who would be accompa-
nying us, and just like that, we 
were off. On two tandem-seated 
motorcycles, we retraced our 
travels down the gravel a ways 
before turning onto a footpath. 
Branches encroached, ruts wid-
ened, and soon we were passing 
folks gathering water by don-
key, oxcart, and hand. Eventu-
ally we up and forged the river 
itself. Emerging on the other 
side unscathed, our path wid-
ened, then narrowed again as 
we wound our way past fields of 
maize, cassava, and watermel-
on, and climbed up into the low 
hills which girded Chamriho’s 
northwestern flank.

After our approach was 

deemed sufficient by the chair-
person, we came across a fam-
ily in the midst of killing a 
snake which had encroached on 
their home. When the deed was 
done, thanks to a well-f lung 
rock, the chairperson asked if 
we could park the motorcycles 
in their yard for a few hours as 
we hoofed it up to Chamriho’s 
three peaks. With one child 
dispatching the diseased snake 
with a stick in the weeds nearby, 
the rest of the family, apparent-
ly unbothered, enthusiastically 
agreed. And so the climb began.

It started out like any ordi-
nary hike, if that ordinary hike 
were filled with fascinating 
tales of history, tradition, and 
folklore. So entrenched were we 
in conversation and storytelling 
that less than 20 minutes in, be-
fore we had truly even reached 
the base of Chamriho itself, our 
team had already plopped down 
around a semicircle of stones 
beneath a shade tree in order 
to hash out the details in full. I 
had come here to learn, and so 
listened intently as the chair-
person recited a story perhaps 
known only to the local Ikizu 
community and preserved by 
oral history, of which I was now 
a recipient.

The story of Chamriho 
Mountain, as it was told to me, 

can be traced back a few hun-
dred years, to a time before 
colonization. The chairperson 
began by introducing the char-
acter of Moriho, a man who 
traveled by foot from an area 
in modern-day Kenya to the 
hills that lie outside Sanzati. 
Establishing his residence on 
a smaller, nearby mountain, 
the site soon came to bear his 
name: Itongo Moriho. At the 
chairperson’s insistence, a 
brief glance to the north of-
fered a prime view of the 
squat hilltop that had served 
as Moriho’s former home. At 
that time, Chamriho Mountain 
was known as Chamokamba, a 
name which had been given to 
it by the Abahengere people, a 
tribe with pygmyism that lived 
upon Chamokamba’s slopes. 
The Abahengere were not fond 
of Moriho, particularly due to 
his practice of ubuhika, or tra-
ditional medicine, which was 
gaining traction among many 
of the other nearby tribes as 
they began to seek out Mori-
ho’s counsel and remedies on 
various issues. The Abahengere 
were so repulsed, in fact, that 
they soon vacated their resi-
dence at Chamokamba, migrat-
ed to Mwanza—a village (now 
a bustling city) on the edge of 
Lake Victoria—and eventually 
made their way across the lake, 
ultimately settling in what is 
now the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC). It was at 
this point that Moriho moved 
as well, claiming the now-emp-
ty slopes of Chamokamba as 
his own. With this move, the 
mountain came to be known as 
Chamokamba Moriho, which 
was simplified and solidified 
over time into the name it is 
known by today: Chamriho.

At the conclusion of this seg-
ment of the tale, the chairperson 
rose from his rock and encour-
aged us to press onward, assur-
ing me that there would be more 
to come as we climbed. Eager, 
as always, for both adventure 
and history, I followed the 
chairperson’s lead. As we began 
our ascent, I couldn’t help but 
wonder what might lie ahead, 
both in terms of natural terrain 
and traditional folklore—for 
both were certainly promising.

Thank you for reading, 
and please stay tuned for next 
week’s edition of the Hampton 
Chronicle, which will include 
Part II of this three-part series!

Franklin General Hospital Solar 
Array Nears Completion

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — Franklin 
General Hospital’s new solar 
array is expected to be complet-
ed in July, with the system be-
ginning to provide power to the 
hospital campus immediately 
upon completion.

The project includes 3,100 
solar panels spread across eight 
acres of hospital-owned proper-
ty just north of the hospital. Ac-
cording to Brad Shupe, Franklin 
General Hospital’s facilities di-
rector, the installation is one of, 
if not the largest, on-site solar 
arrays serving a Critical Access 
Hospital in Iowa.

Shupe said the solar array 
is expected to provide 100% of 
the annual electricity needs for 
Franklin General Assisted Liv-
ing and the Franklin Wellness 
Center, along with an estimated 
80% of the hospital’s annual en-
ergy consumption.

“With the size of our facility, 
energy costs are a significant 
expense, so we were continu-
ally looking for ways to reduce 
those costs while being good 
stewards of our resources,” 
Shupe said. “By investing in so-
lar energy, we can help stabilize 
long-term energy costs, reduce 
our reliance on traditional en-
ergy sources and direct more 
resources toward the care and 
services we provide to our pa-
tients and community.”

Shupe said participation in 
funding available through the 
Inflation Reduction Act made 
the project financially feasible.

He said the solar array is ex-
pected to reduce hospital and as-
sisted living electrical expenses 
by about $180,000 during its 
first year of operation. Those 
savings can then be reinvested 
into Franklin General Hospital 
to support future improvements 
that benefit patients, residents 
and their families.

The project will not change 
day-to-day operations, patient 
services or resident care, Shupe 
said, and patients, residents and 
visitors are not expected to no-
tice any changes once the sys-
tem is operational.

The solar array will operate 
through a net metering system 
with MidAmerican Energy. 
Shupe said electricity generat-
ed by the solar field will first 
meet the facility’s electrical 
needs. When more electricity 
is produced than the campus is 

using, the excess power will be 
returned to the electrical grid, 
creating credits that can be used 
when electricity demand ex-
ceeds solar production. 

Battery storage was consid-
ered during the planning stages 
but was not included because 
the initial cost and return on 
investment did not justify the 
expense, Shupe said. He add-
ed that battery storage could 
become a viable option in the 
future.

Shupe said the project will 
lower utility costs, support en-
vironmental sustainability and 
strengthen the hospital’s energy 
independence, allowing more 
resources to be directed toward 
Franklin General Hospital’s 
mission of providing high-qual-
ity healthcare and health-related 
services to the communities it 
serves.

A view showcases Franklin General Hospital's solar array, which 
helps provide renewable energy to support the hospital's daily 
operations.

HamptonChronicle.com

VETERANS: FROM COVER
amazing experience.”

The Stars for Heroes fundraiser will 
continue throughout July, with donations 
accepted at the Hampton Hardee’s until Au-
gust 2nd.
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 BY JIM DAVIES 
WINDSOR THEATRE 

MANAGER

Moana shows at the Windsor 
Theatre Friday, July 17 through 
Thursday, July 30.

Moana is a 2026 musical ad-
venture film and a live-action 
adaptation of Disney's 2016 
animated film Moana. Moa-
na follows the headstrong teen-
age daughter of a Polynesian 
village chief. When darkness 
threatens her island, she defies 
her father's rules and sets out 
on a perilous ocean voyage to 
find the demigod Maui. Togeth-
er, they must return the stolen 
heart of the goddess Te Fiti to 
restore prosperity to the world.

The third installment and 
the first live-action film in the 
Moana franchise, the film was 
directed by Thomas Kail in his 
feature directorial debut from a 
screenplay by Jared Bush and 
Dana Ledoux Miller. 

It was produced by Dwayne 
Johnson, Hiram Garcia, Dany 
Garcia, Beau Flynn, and song-
writer Lin-Manuel Miranda. 
The film stars Johnson (repris-
ing his role as Maui from the 
animated films), Rena Owen, 
John Tui, Frankie Adams, Je-
maine Clement (also reprising 
his role as Tamatoa from the 
animated films) and Catherine 
Laga'aia in her film debut as the 
title character.

The film is rated PG for ac-

tion/peril, some scary images, 
rude humor, and brief thematic 
elements including intense situ-
ations like an island experienc-
ing famine, a character being 
swept out to sea, and brief mo-
ments of grief.  Running time 
is 115 minutes.  The movie is 
distributed by Walt Disney Stu-
dios Motion Pictures.

Showtimes and 
Ticket Prices

Regular mov-
ie admission is $6 
for adults and $4 
for youth ages 16 
and under. Seniors 
aged 60 and older 
receive discounted 
admission of $4 on 
Sundays. All tickets 
are just $4 for the 
Wednesday matinee 
and Thursday evening 
show.

Regular showtimes 
are Fridays, Saturdays, 
Sundays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays at 7:00 
p.m. Matinees are of-
fered on Sundays at 1:00 
p.m. and Wednesdays at 
2:00 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased 
at the door or online at www.
windsortheatre.com. Credit 
cards are accepted.

Upcoming Events
• The Franklin County Arts 

Council is presenting “A Cab-

aret Night” at the Windsor 
Theatre on Tuesday, July 21 
starting at 7:00 pm. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm.  Free will donation 
will be taken.

• Hampton Old Time Coun-
try Hoedown, Monday, August 
3 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM at the 
Windsor Theatre (note-no July 
Hoedown)

Upcoming Movies (Subject 
to Change)

• July 31 – Spider-Man: 
Brand New Day (3 weeks)

• August 21 – Young Wash-
ington: A Founders Story 

• August 28 – Coyote vs. 

Acme (2 weeks)

Gift Ideas and Theatre 
Rentals

The Windsor Theatre of-
fers several gift options, in-
cluding "Windsor Bucks" gift 
certificates for tickets or con-
cessions, movie passes, dis-
counted Punch Cards, and the 

popular Popcorn Card, which 
provides a free large pop-
corn and daily refill through 
March 1, 2027. Businesses 
and individuals can also 
sponsor a movie for $300, 
which includes 100 admis-
sion tickets.

The historic Windsor 
Theatre is also available to 
rent for just $50 per hour. 
The venue is ideal for 
birthday parties, private 
movie showings, em-
ployee training sessions, 
meetings, award ceremo-
nies, family reunions, 
and even wedding cere-
monies. Rentals include 
use of the sound sys-
tem, microphone, stage 

lighting, digital projector 
with laptop connectivity, DVD/
Blu-ray player, and Wi-Fi. The 
concession stand can also be 
opened for your event.

For more information or to 
contact the Windsor Theatre, 
visit www.windsortheatre.com 
or call or text theatre manager 
Jim Davies at 641-425-4707.

"Moana"
PG

July 17 thru Ju
ly 30

(2 Weeks)
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ATTORNEYS 
CADY & ROSENBERG, P.L.C.
G.A. Cady III
Megan Rosenberg
Office West Side of City Park
Hampton 641-456-2555

RANDY D. JOHANSEN
Lawyer
1562 200th St., Sheffield
641-456-2970

MILLER AND MILLER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Brian D. Miller
123 Federal North
Hampton, IA
641-456-2111

TONY D. KRUKOW
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 343
515 Central Ave. W., Hampton, IA 
50441 641-456-5999
tonykrukow@aol.com 

BUSINESS 
WINDOW TREATMENT
Korner Window Custom 
Window Treatments
Korin Krukow
11175 Hwy 65, Iowa Falls, IA 50126
641-494-9518
kornerwindow@hotmail.com

T&B PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
& TREE SERVICE
Weldon Ubben
Iowa Falls
641-373-0336 

CHIROPRACTORS
KOENEN & COLLINS
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Dr. James Koenen
Dr. Chad Collins
303 Central Avenue E., Hampton, IA 50441
641-456-4142

HICKMAN CHIROPRACTIC
Jay Hickman, D.C.
820 4th St. NEHampton, IA 50441
641-456-2280 

FINANCIAL ADVISER
BRAD SCHEIDEMAN
CFP, ChFc, CLU, RICP, LUTCF, MS  
Scheideman Financial Strategies
New York Life Insurance Company
808 4th St. NE, Hampton, IA 50441
641-456-4106
bascheideman@ft.newyorklife.com

BELEN KRABBE
CAP, CLU, ChFC, CFF, CASL, 
RHU, REBC, LUTCF
Certified Financial Fiduciary
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WOODLEY FUNERAL HOME 
AND CREMATORY
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Patrick Sietsema - Owner
PO Box 172
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psietsema@gmail.com

MEDICAL CLINICS 
FRANKLIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 
FRANKLIN MEDICAL CENTER
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641-456-5000
Family Practice Providers:
Keith Hansen, D.O.
Toni Lauffer, D.O.
Megan O’Brien PA-C
Stacey Arthur, WHNP
Emily Melendez, ARNP
Vanessa Miller, FNP
Daphne Landers, ARNP

 PHARMACIES 
KOERNER-WHIPPLE PHARMACY
Pharmacists: Crystal Foell, Todd 
Wragge, Wendal Speake, Dacia 
Schoning, Erica Miller
Professional Prescription Service
24 Hours a Day Every Day
641-456-2510

MEDICAL CENTER PHARMACY
641-456-4146
Hampton 
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JASPERSEN INSURANCE
& REAL ESTATE LTD
210 W Gilman St., Sheffield
641-892-4949
www.jaspersenltd.com

STALEY REAL ESTATE
21 4th St. NE., Hampton, IA 50441
641-456-3607
Fax 641-456-5910
Brad Staley – 641-425-9400
Kurt Thielen – 641-430-3659
Kent Mollenbeck – 515-570-5086
Frankie Aliu – 641-373-7426
www.staleyonline.com 
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FRIEND PORTABLE WELDING LLC
Thomas Friend 
Commercial, Residential, and 
Industrial Welding
Iowa Falls
641-373-5015
friendportablebuilding@gmail.com
www.friendportableweldingllc.com

WELDING SERVICES

 BY JIM DAVIES 
WINDSOR THEATRE 

MANAGER

Smurfs will be shown at 
the Windsor Theatre Friday, 
August 22, through Thurs-
day, August 28.   

Showtimes for Smurfs 
are Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day at 7:00 PM, with a 
Sunday matinee at 1:00 PM.    
The last Wednesday after-
noon matinee of the summer 
was August 20.  

Smurfs is a 2025 Ameri-
can live action animated mu-
sical fantasy comedy film 
based on The Smurfs comic 
book series created by the 
Belgian comics artist Peyo. 

A reboot of The Smurfs 
film series, it stars Rihan-
na, who also produces the 

film, as the voice of Smur-
fette, alongside an ensemble 
cast including James 
Corden, Nick 
Offerman, JP 
Karliak, Daniel 
Levy, Amy Se-
daris, Natasha Ly-
onne, Sandra Oh, 
Jimmy Kimmel, 
Octavia Spencer, 
Nick Kroll, Hannah 
Waddingham, Alex 
Winter, Maya Er-
skine, Kurt Russell, 
and John Goodman.

Smurfs is distrib-
uted by Paramount 
Pictures.  The running 
time is 92 minutes.  
Smurfs is rated PG 
due to a combination 
of action, language, and 
some rude humor.

Regular movie ticket 
prices are $6 

f o r 
adults and $4 for youth 

age 16 and under. Seniors 
(60 and over) receive a 
discounted price of $4 on 
Sundays.  All tickets are 
$4 for the Thursday eve-
ning show.

Tickets are available 
for purchase at the door 
or online at www.wind-
sortheatre.com. Cred-
it cards are accepted.  
Windsor Bucks gift 
certificates, discount 
punch cards, and 
movie sponsorship 
opportunities are also 
available.

The upcoming 
movies at the Wind-
sor Theatre include 
Jaws 50th Anni-

versary, Hamilton*, 
Freakier Friday, A Big Bold 
Beautiful Journey, Downton 
Abbey: The Grand Finale, 
Roofman, and Regretting 
You.  

*Please note that we are 
attempting to add the mov-
ie, Hamilton,  and waiting to 
see if Disney will allow the 
Windsor to play it.  

Mark on your calen-
dars--The 14th annual 
Evening Like It Used to Be 
Vaudeville Show will be 
held Saturday, October 4 at 

the Windsor Theatre.
Don’t miss the debut--The 

Gray, a short film, which 

will premiere at the Windsor 
Theatre on Thursday, Octo-
ber 30.

"Smurfs"
PG

Aug. 22 Throug
h 

Aug. 28

ADVERTISING THAT WORKS!

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

563-864-3333
SALES@HAMPTON CHRONICLE.COM

CALL OR EMAIL NIKKI TODAY!

New Prices begin Fri., Feb. 28New Prices begin Fri., Feb. 28

NOW SHOWING

SHOW DATES:
8/22/25 thru 

8/28/25

Windsor
Theatre

REGULAR
SHOWTIMES

MOVIE TICKETS

7:00 PM
Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday, Wednesday 
& Thursday

 1:00 PM Sunday & 
Wednesday 

At door or online at 
www.windsortheatre.

com

Adults $6 
Youth $4

Senior Sunday (60&over)  
$4  

Wednesday matinee & 
Thursday $4

Credit and debit cards are now 
accepted.

“Smurfs”
PG

UPCOMING MOVIES:
29-Aug - Jaws 50th 

Anniversary
5-Sept - Light of the World

or Hamilton
12-Sept - Freakier Friday

51 people attended F1 last weekend. Two more 7pm showings of F1 this week on 
Wednesday and Thursday night. The last Wednesday afternoon matinee of the summer 
is at 1 pm.

FRIEND PORTABLE WELDING LLC
Thomas Friend 
Commercial, Residential, and 
Industrial Welding
Iowa Falls
641-373-5015
friendportablebuilding@gmail.com
www.friendportableweldingllc.com

WELDING SERVICES

808 4th St. NE, Hampton, IA. 50441
Brad Staley — 641-425-9400
Kurt Thielen — 641-430-3659
Kent Mollenbeck — 515-570-5086
Frankie Aliu — 641-373-7426
www.staleyonline.com

Get all your local news and events at HamptonChronicle.com 24/7!

NOW SHOWING

SHOW DATES:
7/17/26

 thru 7/30/26

Windsor
Theatre

REGULAR SHOWTIMES
7:00 PM Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday, Wednesday & 
Thursday

1:00 PM Sunday, 
2:00 PM Wednesday 

MOVIE TICKETS
At door or online at 

www.windsortheatre.com
Adults $6, Youth $4

Senior Sunday 
(60&over) $4

Wednesday matinee $4
Thursday $4

Credit and debit cards are now accepted.

"Moana" 
PG

UPCOMING MOVIES:
Visit www.windsortheatre.com 

for details.

Tentative schedule for upcoming 
movies, FYI.   Schedule may change.

July 31 -  Spider-Man: Brand New 

Day (3 weeks)

Aug. 21 - Young Washington: A 

Founder's Story

Aug. 28 - Coyote vs. Acme

(2 Weeks) Work Begins at Franklin County Courthouse
PRESS RELEASE

The Franklin County Court-
house will be undergoing an 
extensive tuckpointing project 
beginning Tuesday July 14th, 
2026. 

Crews will begin with a 
week or so of mobilization 
followed by several weeks of 
grinding of the existing mortar 
and bricks to prepare for the 
replacement of damaged bricks 
and mortar. 
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It’s NEWS To US!
If you’re having a party.
If you have out-of-town guests.
If you take a trip.
If a son or daughter leaves for 

college,or comes back for a visit.
If a son or daughter enlists 
 in the Armed Forces.
If a son or daughter receives 

scholastic honors.
If someone in your family or 

business receives a promotion, 
job change or retires.

If a former resident passes away.
If you entertain at a dinner or a 

party.
If your club meets.

If your class holds or plans a 
reunion.

lf you’re celebrating a wedding 
anniversary.

If you move out of town.
If someone moves into your 

neighborhood.
If someone enters a hospital.
If a business is opening or 

closing.
If something interesting is 

happening.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

HAMPTON SENIOR CENTER
23 First St. SW, Hampton • 641-456-5191

GREAT LUNCHES AT 11:30 
60 & under $10.00

Over 60 $7.00
Call 456-5191 For Reservations

ACTIVITIES
Monday, July 20

1:00 BINGO ($3.25)

Tuesday, July 21

CRIBBAGE @ 12:30PM

Wednesday, July 22

12:45 HAND & FOOT OR 
500 CARDS

Thursday, July 23

ANNIVERSARY DINNER;

1:00 BINGO ($3.25)

Friday, July 24

STAY & PLAY

The Hampton Chronicle attempts to cover the news 
in Franklin county and adjoining areas as thorough-
ly as possible, and we appreciate it when you let 
us help you get the word out! We hope you’ll let us 
know if you have news by emailing news@hampton-
chronicle.com, or by calling or texting 515-988-3726. 

Thanks for letting us know!

Monday, July 20
Chef Salad ,Cottage Cheese, 

Breadstick, Fruit

Tuesday, July 21
Pulled Pork Sandwich, Potato 

Wedges, Vegetable, Fruit
Wednesday, July 22

Chicken Cordon Bleu, Potato, 
Vegetable, Fruit

Thursday, July 23
Baked Fish, Potato, Vegetable, 

Fruit

Friday, July 24
Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Lettuce 

Salad, Cake

Work Begins at Franklin County Courthouse
PRESS RELEASE

The Franklin County Court-
house will be undergoing an 
extensive tuckpointing project 
beginning Tuesday July 14th, 
2026. 

Crews will begin with a 
week or so of mobilization 
followed by several weeks of 
grinding of the existing mortar 
and bricks to prepare for the 
replacement of damaged bricks 
and mortar. 

During the griding stage of 
the project, there is a possibility 
for a significant amount of noise 
and dust. 

In addition, the staff park-
ing lot will be unavailable due 
to the amount of equipment and 
supplies needed by the crew 
doing the work. We understand 
that all of this may cause a dis-
turbance to those around us as 
well as for several blocks sur-
rounding the Courthouse. 

We apologize for this nui-

sance but do appreciate every-
one’s understanding during 
this very important preser-
vation of our Courthouse and 
understanding the importance 
of maintaining its structure for 
100+ years to come. 

The Courthouse will re-
main open for normal business 
during this time, but the door 
access may shift as the proj-
ect progresses. However, ADA 
compliant accessibility will al-
ways be available. 

We will have signs posted as 
well as sharing updates on the 
Auditor’s Facebook page and 
KLMJ 104.9. 

Again, the Courthouse staff 
truly appreciates your patience 
and understanding during this 
project. If any time you have 
questions or concerns, please 
reach out to Auditor Katy Flint 
at 641-456-5622. 

96 people attended Minions & Monsters on its second weekend 
at the Windsor Theatre. Three more showings on Wednesday at 2 
PM and 7 PM and Thursday at 7 PM.

 The Franklin County Fair During the Depression
BY CAROL SENSOR
FRANKLIN COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOLUNTEER

The Franklin County Fair’s 
story during the twentieth cen-
tury was not unlike a roller 
coaster ride you might experi-
ence on the midway. Perhaps 
one of the most trying times for 
the Franklin County Fair was 
during the Great Depression of 
the 1930s.

By the end of the 1920s, the 
Franklin County Fair had faced 
its share of adversity. There 
were years when the income 
from the fair was not enough 
to cover the premiums (prizes) 
offered. The fairgrounds had 
been sold to the county and 
came under the direction of the 
Franklin County Fair Associa-
tion. After several years of no 
fair at all, the fairgrounds were 
refurbished in 1924 through 
donations and hundreds of peo-
ple volunteering their time and 
skills, only to have a storm de-
stroy much of their work less 
than two months before the fair 
was scheduled. The volunteers 
showed up again and rebuilt the 
destroyed structures.

In 1925, the Franklin County 
Fair Association was incorpo-
rated and offered memberships 
to Franklin County residents. 
The 1925 fair was the most 
successful in the 67- year his-
tory of the fair. In 1926, night 
shows at the grandstand were 
offered for the first time. The 

attractions included band con-
certs from the Geneva Band, 
the Morgan Township Band, the 
Coulter Band, and the Hampton 
Band. A new horse barn and 
a new ticket office were built 
in the northeast corner of the 
grounds in 1927. The next year 
loudspeakers were installed, so 
announcements could be heard 
throughout the grounds. This 
was also the year that horse 
pulls were held in front of the 
grandstand. 

In 1929, the Franklin Coun-
ty Fair was the first Iowa fair 
to have a complete rabbit show. 
There were over 200 entries. 
The “World’s Greatest Colt 
Show” was judged by a pro-
fessor from Ames. For the first 
time, the fair offered four big 
night shows, one of which was 
a competition for local talent 
staged plays with $350 in priz-
es. Probably the biggest hit of 
the 1929 fair was the Franklin 
County Mule Race.

T h e n  c a m e 
the Stock Market 
Crash in October 
of 1929. In the 
depths of the de-
pression, corn that 
had sold for $2.25 
a bushel in prior 
years was selling 
for less than 10 
cents a bushel. Per-
sonal income had 
dropped 48% from 
1929 to 1930 and 
had not recovered. 
Un e m ploy m e n t 
rates reached 25%. 

As you may 
remember f rom 
an earlier story, 
the Civilian Con-
servation Corps 
(CCC) had a camp 
at the fairgrounds 
b e g i n n i n g  i n 
July of 1934. The 

young men were working on 
local farms and creating Beeds 
Lake State Park, including the 
renovated lake and the new 
dam. Unfortunately, a storm 
July 13, 1934 destroyed much of 
the “tent” city. While the 1934 
Franklin County Fair was oc-
curring August 18-22, the CCC 
was very busily building nine 
barracks, a hospital, a mess hall, 
a recreation building, a bath-
house/latrine, officer’s quarters, 
and an administration building 
on the fairgrounds.

The premiums offered at 
the fair in 1934 were lower and 
the entertainment was not as 
elaborate as in previous years. 
However, the Franklin County 
Fair continued to be popular. 
The Hampton Chronicle re-
ported crowds of up to 8,000 at 
grandstand events. Many of the 
shows drew large crowds since 
they featured local “stars” and 
unique and interesting appeal. 
One of the unique ideas by the 
Fair Board was to hold a pub-
lic wedding as one of the 1934 
grandstand attractions. Sever-
al months prior to the fair, the 
Hampton Chronicle encouraged 
couples who were interested to 
apply in person to the fair secre-
tary, G. A. Marken. The Board 
would pay some of the wedding 
expenses, and local business-
es would provide gifts for the 
couple.

The Fair Board planned for 
one couple to get married at the 
fair; however, three couples ap-
plied. Their identities were kept 
secret; not even their families 
knew until right before the cer-
emony. The wedding rehearsal 
was held at the Marken home to 
keep the names of the couples 
secret. The couples were driven 
to the fair grounds to the back 
of the stage where the six of 
them waited. 

The wedding was quite 

an affair. Jay Gould, head of 
Gould’s Million Dollar Games, 
a group of musicians and danc-
ers who were performing at the 
fair, orchestrated the wedding 
ceremonies. The grooms were 
supplied tuxedos by Gould, 
and his orchestra provided 
the music. Gould’s Glorified 
Girls, a Las Vegas-type chorus 
line, were on stage in evening 
gowns. The bridesmaids for the 
event were the young women 
of Hampton’s senior class that 
year. The stage was decorated 
with large baskets of f lowers, 
and each bride was provided 
a bouquet. The stage curtains 
were opened when the orches-
tra began playing the wedding 
march. A cheer went up from 
the packed crowd of approxi-
mately 7,000 as they finally saw 
who the mystery couples were. 

The official ceremony was 
performed by Reverend M. A. 
Davis of Hansell’s Methodist 
Church. One by one, the cou-
ples stepped forward and took 
their vows. When the ceremo-
ny was concluded, each couple 
was introduced to the applaud-
ing crowd at the largest wed-
ding in Hampton history. The 
couples married during that 
unique ceremony were: Oliver 
Kothenbeutel and Meta Bruns; 
Ray Christensen and Verna Sy-
mens; and Raymond Armfield 
and Lena Kroll.

The newlyweds were pre-
sented with a variety of gifts 
from local businesses that in-
cluded a kitchen stepstool, a 
hassock, canned food, and 100 
pounds of coal. In addition to 
paying for the minister, license, 
and flowers, the fair board gave 
each couple season tickets to the 
fair and $25. With the array of 
gifts and 7,000 cheering guests 
at their wedding, I am confi-
dent each couple felt very rich 
indeed.

Stories from Franklin County’s Past:

Wedding at the Franklin County Fair.

1934 Franklin County Fair advertisement.  

REUNION: FROM PAGE 2
ations. Former residents smiled 
as they shared memories in-
volving the elevator, trains, and 
tales about an elephant. While 
each memory was unique, they 
all reflected the close-knit spir-
it that continues to define the 
community long after many 
residents have moved away.

Planning the reunion takes 
dedication, especially from 500 
miles away. Smith said she be-
gins organizing the event from 
her home in Oklahoma before 
making the trip to Bradford 
with supplies, including table-
cloths, plates and other items 
needed for the gathering.

She also credits local volun-
teers for helping make the re-

union possible.
“If I didn’t have people here 

in town that helped me, it would 
be much harder,” Smith said.

She specifically thanked her 
longtime friend, Marcy Nor-
man, for designing the reunion 
flyer, posting it throughout the 
community and helping spread 
the word through Facebook. 

Although planning did not 
begin until early June this year 
because of other commitments, 
Smith said organizing the re-
union becomes easier once peo-
ple hear it is happening.

“Once word of mouth gets 
out, people just show up,” she 
said.

For many attendees, that 

simple invitation is all it takes. 
No matter how many years have 
passed, returning to Bradford 
offers an opportunity to recon-
nect with childhood friends and 
remember the people and places 
that shaped their lives.

Smith said she hopes every-
one leaves with a renewed ap-
preciation for the importance of 
staying connected.

“What it means to be con-
nected is the biggest thing,” she 
said. “Keeping connections.”

As the reunion continued, 
Smith looked toward the future 
of the event. While she hopes 
the tradition continues for years 
to come, she also hopes some-
one closer to Bradford will 

eventually take over organizing 
it.

“I’m hoping today to pass 
the baton to somebody closer 
to home,” she said. “I’m start-
ing to get up there in years, and 
500 miles is a long way to plan 
something. I’m hoping some-
body closer will help keep it 
going.”

As friends exchanged mem-
ories and hugs, the reunion 
served as a reminder that al-
though Bradford has changed 
over the decades, the friend-
ships, traditions and memories 
that began there continue to 
bring people home.
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OWI
Padilla, Edwing Moises, Hampton, 

operating while under the influence 
1st Offense. Serious Misdemeanor, 
Deferred
Christiansen, John Lee, Coulter, 

Operating while under the influence
Cook, James Thomas, Bradford, 

Operating while under the influence, 
Serious Misdemeanor
Portillo Rivera, Geoffrey Addison, 

Mason City, operating while under 
the influence 1st Offense. Serious 
Misdemeanor, Possession of a 
controlled substance Marijuana 1st 
offense
Stack, Reece Raymond, Boxholm, 

operating while under the influence 
1st Offense. Serious Misdemeanor, 
Unlawful possession of prescription 
drug, serious misdemeanor

Small Claims
Olmstead, Anntoinette, Geneva, 

IA, versus Capital One, NA, Golden 
Valley, MN, Filed: 06-JUL-26, Dis-

missed w/o Prejudice
Martinez, Crystal Victoria, Hamp-

ton, IA, versus First Bank Hamp-
ton, Hampton, IA, Filed: 02-JUL-26, 
Judgment Default
Dixon, Jerry Eugene, Thornton, 

IA, versus Portfolio Recovery Asso-
ciates, LLC, Des Moines, IA, Filed: 
01-JUL-26, Dismissed w/o Prejudice
Rodriguez, Arlene, Hampton, IA, 

versus Jefferson Capital Systems 
LLC, Omaha, NE, Filed: 02-JUL-26, 
Judgment Default
Pickering, Lisa, Iowa Falls, IA, ver-

sus Ziesman, Travis V, Iowa Falls, 
IA, Filed: 02-JUL-26, Order for Judg-
ment
Wilson, Brittney, Hampton, IA, ver-

sus Franklin Holdings, LLC, Mason 
City, IA, Filed: 30-JUN-26, Small 
Claims Original Notice
Garcia Martinez, Virginia, Hamp-

ton, IA, versus Franklin Holdings, 
LLC, Mason City, IA, Filed: 30-JUN-
26, Small Claims Original Notice
Myers, Jessica, Hampton, IA, ver-

sus Franklin Holdings, LLC, Mason 
City, IA, Filed: 30-JUN-26, Small 
Claims Original Notice
Wood, Carol, Alden, IA, versus 

Roll, Dawn, Iowa Falls, IA, Filed: 
30-JUN-26, Small Claims Original 
Notice
Simmons, Melissa Sue, Latimer, 

IA, versus LVNV Funding LLC, Plym-
outh, MN, Filed: 01-JUL-26, Small 
Claims Original Notice
TalinaO, Sherwin, Geneva, IA, ver-

sus LVNV Funding LLC, Plymouth, 
MN, Filed: 01-JUL-26, Small Claims 
Original Notice
Jones, Dan, Hampton, IA, versus 

Agvantage FS, A Division of Grow-
mark, Inc, Waverly, IA, Filed: 01-JUL-
26, Small Claims Original Notice
Wood, Daniel Joseph, Sheffield, 

IA, versus Hauge Associates Inc, 
Sioux Falls, SD, Filed: 02-JUL-26, 
Small Claims Original Notice
Wood, Kimberly R, Sheffield, IA, 

versus Hauge Associates Inc, Sioux 
Falls, SD, Filed: 02-JUL-26, Small 

Claims Original Notice
Baker, Nickie Sue, Chapin, IA, 

versus LVNV Funding LLC, Grand 
Rapids, MI, Filed: 02-JUL-26, Small 
Claims Original Notice

Scheduled Traffic
Savannah Rose Schumacher 

(Sparta, WI) — Speeding Ovr 55 
Zone (16 thru 20 Over)
Elbin Perez Perez (Latimer, IA) — 

No Valid Drivers License
Joel Alejandro Cazares Aceves (In-

ver Grove Heights, MN) — Speeding 
Ovr 55 Zone (6 thru 10 Over)
Trevor Lee Gross (Iowa Falls, IA) 

— Speeding 55 or Und Zone (6 thru 
10 Over)
Emily Lynne Elizabeth Blake (Auro-

ra, MN) — Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (6 
thru 10 Over)
Justin Lloyd Bagley (Ducan, OK) — 

Hours of Service Violaton
Jason Thomas Patterson (Newark, 

AR) — Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (1 thru 
5 Over)

Eveline Cristal Mota (Hampton, IA) 
— No Valid Drivers License
Kyle John Vanhove (Ackley, IA) — 

Failure to Use Child Restraint Device
Abby Rose Mayo (Ankeny, IA) — 

Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 thru 15 
Over)
Victor Larue Shaw (Brooklyn Park, 

MN) — Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 
thru 15 Over)
Syed A Asad (Richmond, TX) — 

Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 thru 15 
Over)
Engao Qin (San Jose, CA) — 

Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 thru 15 
Over)
Ryan Wesley Snow (Mason City, 

IA) — Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (6 thru 
10 Over)
Lauren Alyse Adsmond (Fremont, 

MI) — Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 
thru 15 Over)
Danaye Rashell Bergantzelt (Men-

ahga, MN) — Excessive Speed (Ex-
cept Work Zones) Speeding

Non-Scheduled Traffic
Mario Alberto Quintanilla (Latimer, 

IA) – Leave Scene of Accident - Fail 
to Provide Aid

Criminal
Guevara, Vicente Duane (Ackley, 

IA) — Order of Arraignment 
Mulford, Simon Jacob (Hampton, 

IA) — Order of Arraignment, Theft 
3rd Degree, Operate vehicle without 
owners consent, assault - intend to 
cause pain/injury
Sterling, Tina Marie (Alexander, IA) 

— Motion for Continuance, Posses-
sion of controlled substance - 2nd 
offense, possession of controlled 
substance- marijuana 2nd offense
Zander, Colin James (Coulter, IA) 

— Hearing for Initial Appearance, 
Driving while barred, Aggravated 
misdemeanor
Rawls, Cory Allen (Backus, MN) 

FRANKLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE NEWS

First Security Bank & 
Trust Donates $25,000 

to NIACC Career Center
The career center will 

provide students from Bel-
mond-Klemme, Hampton-Du-
mont-CAL, and West Fork 
school districts with hands-on 
training in healthcare, construc-
tion, and manufacturing indus-
tries while they work to earn 
NIACC college credit, all at no 
cost to the student.

First Security Bank & Trust's 
contribution will support equip-
ment and resources across the 

career center, ensuring students 
have access to modern, indus-
try-relevant training. Through 
partnerships like this, the center 
will prepare students for in-de-
mand careers and help build a 
skilled workforce to meet the 
needs of North Central Iowa 
employers.

First Security Bank & Trust 
has locations across North Cen-
tral Iowa and headquarters in 
Charles City. Member FDIC.

Ault Named Interim 
CEO at Franklin 
General Hospital

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — Follow-
ing the retirement of longtime 
Chief Executive Officer Kim 
Price, Franklin General Hospi-
tal has named Rebekah Ault as 
its interim CEO. Ault will main-
tain her duties as chief nursing 
officer while guiding the orga-
nization through its transition 
and the search for a permanent 
executive.

“I was honored and hum-
bled by the opportunity,” Ault 
said. “Franklin General Hos-
pital means a great deal to 
me, and I am grateful for the 
trust the Board of Trustees has 
placed in me. My focus is en-
suring stability, supporting our 
team and continuing to pro-
vide high-quality care for our 
community.”

Ault brings more than two 
decades of healthcare experi-
ence to the position, beginning 
her career as a bedside aide be-
fore advancing into nursing and 
leadership roles. Before join-
ing Franklin General Hospital 
nearly four years ago as chief 
nursing officer, she held lead-
ership positions at MercyOne 
Des Moines and Hansen Family 
Hospital. This background pro-
vided her with a broad perspec-
tive on both large healthcare 
systems and rural hospitals.

She earned an associate 
degree in nursing from Des 
Moines Area Community Col-
lege before completing a Master 
of Science in Nursing Execu-
tive Leadership. Ault noted that 
her extensive tenure as chief 
nursing officer has prepared 
her well for her new executive 
responsibilities.

“Serving as CNO has giv-
en me a deep understanding 
of our organization, our em-
ployees and our community’s 
needs,” she said. “I’ve had the 
opportunity to work on quality, 
strategic planning, workforce 
development, and financial and 
operational initiatives, which 
has helped prepare me to lead 
during this transition.”

As interim CEO, Ault plans 
to focus heavily on operational 
consistency and maintaining 
organizational unity. While she 
will balance both roles during 
the transition, she expressed 

complete confidence in the hos-
pital's internal teams.

“We have an outstanding 
leadership team, and collabo-
ration will be key,” Ault said. 
“By prioritizing, delegating, 
and working closely with our 
leaders, I am confident we can 
continue moving our organiza-
tion forward effectively.”

Ault emphasized that the 
ultimate strength of Franklin 
General Hospital lies within its 
dedicated workforce. She ex-
pressed deep appreciation for 
the staff as they navigate this 
administrative change together.

“Two simple words: Thank 
you!” Ault said. “Thank you 
for your dedication. Leadership 
transitions can bring uncer-
tainty, but our mission remains 
unchanged. I am committed 
to open communication and 
supporting our staff as we con-
tinue serving our patients and 
community.”

Looking ahead, Ault remains 
optimistic about opportunities 
to strengthen local healthcare 
access and expand services 
when possible. She noted that 
a collaborative environment 
across the entire organization 
will ensure a seamless execu-
tive transition.

“I am grateful for the trust 
and support of our Board, lead-
ership team, employees, provid-
ers and community,” she said. 
“Franklin General Hospital has 
a strong team and a bright fu-
ture, and I look forward to help-
ing continue that success during 
this transition.”

With a career rooted in pa-
tient care and leadership, Ault 
said she looks forward to help-
ing Franklin General Hospital 
continue its mission.

Rebekah Ault steps into her 
new role as interim CEO for 
Franklin General Hospital. 
Photo courtesy of FGH.

Hampton Aquatic Center Turns 15
BY ELIAN TREVINO

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON – After celebrating its 15th 
anniversary with a community birthday 
party, the Hampton Aquatic Center is re-
flecting on more than a decade of serving 
as one of Hampton's favorite summertime 
destinations.

Since opening in 2011, the aquatic center 
has welcomed thousands of swimmers each 
season, providing a place where children 
learn to swim, teenagers gain their first jobs 
and families make lasting memories. Fifteen 
years later, staff members and longtime pa-
trons say the facility has become much more 
than a place to cool off on a hot summer day.

Manager Emileigh Eilderts, who has 
overseen the aquatic center since 2019, 
said the pool has continued to adapt to the 
needs of the community while maintaining 
its focus on providing a safe and enjoyable 
experience.

The aquatic center now opens at 1 p.m. 
instead of noon, Monday and Wednesday 
evening hours have been extended until 9 
p.m., and Toddler Time has been introduced 
for younger children. Eilderts estimates the 
facility sees more than 20,000 visits each 
season, with attendance ranging from fewer 
than 60 people on slower days to more than 
400 guests on busy afternoons.

She said the waterslides and high dive re-
main major attractions, but she believes the 
people make the biggest difference.

"If you watch our lifeguards interact with 
the kids, especially on those busy days, they 
give kids high fives, they rate their dives a 
little bit and do those kinds of things that re-
ally help the atmosphere," Eilderts said.

As both the manager and a mother, Ei-
lderts said safety is always the staff 's top 
priority.

"I know, as a mom, I was always hy-
per-vigilant," she said. "I press that upon 
my staff. I feel like they do a really good job 
keeping people safe while also following the 
rules and letting people have fun."

Looking back on her years at the aquatic 
center, one memory stands out of children, 

parents and lifeguards dancing together to 
the "Cupid Shuffle."

"There were probably 50 kids in the wa-
ter doing it," Eilderts said. "The lifeguards 
were joining in when they weren't actively 
watching the water, and parents were doing 
it. It was just a really fun time."

For lifeguard Silas Buseman, 19, who 
recently completed his freshman year of 
college, the aquatic center has been part of 
nearly every summer of his life. Now in his 
sixth season on staff, he has watched many 
of the children he first met grow up.

"A lot of these younger kids were either 
just born or were super young by the time I 
first started working," Buseman said. "I've 
watched them grow up from being little kids 
who could barely touch in the lazy river to 
doing tricks off the diving boards."

He said working as a lifeguard has taught 
him lessons that extend beyond the pool.

"You never really know what the day is 
going to bring," Buseman said. "I've learned 
to adapt on the fly and figure things out in 
the moment."

Seeing today's children enjoy the same 
experiences he had growing up has become 
one of the most rewarding parts of the job.

"I remember how much fun I had coming 
to the pool every single day," he said. "Be-
ing able to see that memory live on through 
the kids these days is probably my favorite 
part." 

When asked to describe the Hampton 

Aquatic Center in one word, Buseman chose 
"memorable."

"Most of my memories growing up and 
through high school come from this place," 
he said. "Now I get to make memories with 
my coworkers while helping other families 
make theirs."

Longtime Hampton resident Steffanie 
McGuire said the aquatic center has been a 
centerpiece of summer for her family.

"My family and I practically live here 
during the summer," McGuire said. "My 
kids have taken swimming lessons here, 
they're on the swim team, and I've even had 
kids who have worked here as lifeguards."

She said the aquatic center has become 
much more than a recreational facility.

"The Hampton Aquatic Center is more 
than a pool," McGuire said. "It's a place 
where our community comes together. 
It gives families a safe, fun place to make 
memories, stay active and connect with one 
another."

The recent anniversary celebration fea-
tured contests, music, cake and activities 
for swimmers of all ages while also raising 
funds for future improvements at the facili-
ty. Recent projects have included repainting 
the waterslides and resurfacing the diving 
boards, with future fundraising helping pur-
chase new deck chairs, lifeguard stands and 
swimming lesson equipment.

"We're using it as a way to gain a little 
extra money coming into the pool," Eilderts 
said. "After 15 years, sometimes we need 
new things."

Although visitors see a finished facility 
each summer, weeks of preparation take 
place before opening day, including clean-
ing, maintenance and lifeguard training. 
While the waterslides, lazy river and diving 
boards remain popular attractions, Eilderts 
said the aquatic center's greatest success is 
measured by the memories families make 
there. Fifteen years after opening, it con-
tinues to be a place where generations of 
Hampton residents return each summer, 
creating traditions that have become part of 
the community's story.

A birthday cake celebrates the Hampton 
Aquatic Center’s 15th anniversary.

said the health sciences acad-
emy will help address health-
care workforce shor tages 
while creating a pipeline of 
trained professionals for rural 
communities.

“We would rather invest in a 
long-term solution than contin-
ue paying for short-term fixes,” 
Price said. “We see this as an 
invaluable opportunity to en-
gage with high school students 
early, introduce them to reward-
ing careers in healthcare and re-
cruit the best of the best.”

Although the ribbon has 
been cut, Gonzalez emphasized 
that the work is only beginning. 
Community members have op-
portunities to tour the facility 
during open houses July 16 and 
17 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visi-
tors will receive free homemade 
ice cream tickets or free sarsa-
parilla tickets redeemable at the 
Franklin County Fair.

Looking ahead, Gonzalez 
said she hopes the center con-
tinues evolving alongside the 
needs of the students.

“We’re not going to stop 
innovating or looking at what 
those in-demand career fields 
are,” she said. “Hopefully we 
can bring those to the table.”

As guests gathered for the 
ceremony, Gonzalez looked 
around the room and saw repre-
sentatives from education, busi-
ness, healthcare, government 
and community organizations 
standing together.

For her, the day’s signifi-
cance could be summed up in 
three words.

“Partnerships power possi-
bilities,” she said.

With the ribbon officially 
cut, the Career Center is ready 
to begin connecting education, 
careers and the community.

Photo Gallery on page 17!

CAREER CENTER: FROM PAGE 2

Photo Gallery on page 16!

cades-old record company, The Gold Label, 
creating new opportunities for legendary 
artists while preserving the legacy of their 
music. 

Following the album release concert, 
guests are invited to continue the cele-
bration with a special sock hop featuring 
The Whitesidewalls. Known for bringing 
the sounds, style, and energy of the 1950s 
to life, The Whitesidewalls will close out 
the evening, giving attendees the oppor-
tunity to dance the night away on the Surf 
Ballroom dance floor in true rock & roll 
fashion. 

The combination of the statue unveil-
ing, album release celebration, classic car 
cruise, VIP experiences, and live perfor-
mances create a unique opportunity for 
fans to honor the legacies of Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens, and The Big Bopper while 
celebrating the music that continues to con-
nect generations more than six decades 

later. 

Event Schedule 
11:00 AM – Statues Unveiling Ceremo-

ny in front of Surf Ballroom, open to public 
(free) – Honoring Buddy Holly, Ritchie Val-
ens & The Big Bopper 

5:00 PM – VIP Meet & Greet with Pat 
Boone in the Palms Ballroom, located up-
stairs in the MEC (468 N. Shore Drive – en-
ter via the west doors) 

CLASS Car Club Cruise – Around Clear 
Lake, concluding at the Surf Ballroom 

7:00 PM – Surf Ballroom Doors Open 
7:45 PM – “Three Stars Tribute” Album 

Release Concert featuring Pat Boone, Ma-
rio R. Valens, Jimmy Angel, "Sting" Ray 
Anthony, Ernie Reyes, Sha Na Na's "Down-
town" Michael Brown, and Jason Gutierrez 
& The JG3 

Following the Album Release Concert – 
Sock Hop featuring The Whitesidewalls 

Tickets may be purchased by calling the 
Surf Ballroom Box Office at (641) 357-6151 
or online at www.surfballroom.com.

About the Surf Ballroom
The Surf Ballroom is a National Historic 

Landmark and one of America's most iconic 
music venues. Located in Clear Lake, Iowa, 
the Surf Ballroom preserves and celebrates 
music history while continuing to welcome 
artists and visitors from around the world. 
As the site of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, 
and The Big Bopper's final performance, 
the Surf remains a living tribute to the pio-
neers of rock and roll and a place where mu-
sic history continues to be made. The Surf 
Ballroom and Museum is open to the public 
Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Additional summer hours from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day include Sun-
days from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

SURF: FROM PAGE 3
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BAPTIST
Faith Baptist
Lead Pastor: Robert 

Anderstrom
Address: 1701 Central Ave 

E., PO Box 515, Hampton, IA 
50441
Telephone: 641-456-4887
Website: faith-hampton.com
Facebook: FBC-Hampton 
• Sunday, July 12: 9:30am  

Worship, Sunday School 
Classes
• Monday, July 13: 6:30am 

Elder's Meeting
• Tuesday, July 14: 9:30am 

Women’s Prayer
• Wednesday, July 15: 8:30am 

Men’s Prayer
• Sunday, July 19: 9:30am 

Worship @ Faith with Pastor 
Rob, 10:00am Worship @ The 
Fair with Pastor Glen, Sunday 
School Class
• Tuesday, July 21: 9:30am 

Women’s Prayer
• Wednesday, July 22: 8:30am 

Men’s Prayer
• Saturday, July 25: 8:45am 

CMA Heartland Rally Service 
@ Faith
• Sunday, July 26: 9:30am  

Worship, Sunday School 
Classes
• Tuesday, July 28: 9:30am 

Women’s Prayer, 6:30pm  
Council Meeting
• Wednesday, July 29: 8:30am 

Men’s Prayer

CATHOLIC
St. Mary’s Catholic
611 Sherman Ave., Ackley
Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest
• Sunday, 8 a.m. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic
1405 N. Federal St., Hampton
Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest
Tuesdays 8:30 AM
Thursdays 5:30 PM with 

Adoration at 6:00 PM
Sunday 10:30 AM English 
5:30 PM Spanish

LATTER DAY SAINTS
The Church of Jesus Christ 

Of Latter Day Saints
Hampton / Miguel Sosa 

Garcia,
Branch President
• Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Service

LUTHERAN
Our Savior’s Lutheran
121 Prospect, Ackley
• Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday 

School; 10 a.m. Divine Service 
(Communion 2nd, 4th, 5th); 11 
a.m. Fellowship
• Tuesdays, 4 p.m. Tuesday 

School

Richland Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
(ELS/WELS)
300 Elm St., Thornton
952-607-1293
Pastor Caleb Helmen
• February - July 8:30 a.m. 

church and 9:30 a.m Sunday 
School.
• August - January 10:30 a.m. 

Church and 9:30 a.m Sunday 
School.
• Bible class Tuesday 10:00 

a.m. September through May.

St. John’s Lutheran
1207 Indigo Ave., Hampton
• 11 a.m. Worship - 2nd and 

4th Sundays

Zion St. John Lutheran
Sheffield
422 Sherman St, Sheffield, IA 

50475
• Sunday 9:00 am Worship 

with Holy Communion

St. Paul’s Lutheran
17 2nd St NE, Hampton
Vicar Caitlin Tauro 
• Sunday service, 9 a.m. 
• Quilting, Wednesday at 9 

a.m. 
• Sunday radio broadcast, 8 

p.m. on KLMJ 104.9

St. Paul’s Lutheran
304 W Main, Latimer
Reverend Joel Peter Wagner
• Sunday, 9 a.m. Divine 

Service; 10:30 a.m. Family 
Bible Study & Sunday School; 

St. Paul’s Church
400 Larch St., Thornton

St. Peter Lutheran Church
502 2nd St. S, Rockwell

Trinity Lutheran Church
16 12th Ave. NE, Hampton
www.trinityhampton.com
Rev. Karl C. Bollhagen, 
Vicar - Tyler Linneman, 
• Sunday, July 19: 8:30 AM 

Worship Service with Holy 
Communion, 9:45 AM Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study. 
6:00 PM Bishop Serge 
Macschewski from Ukraine, 
Guest Speaker 
Sunday Radio Broadcasts: 

7:30 AM Lutheran Hour on 
KLMJ, 104.9 FM. 10:15 AM 
Radio Worship Broadcast on 
KLMJ, 104.9 FM

St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church – Vilmar
Rev. Tamara J. K. Keen, 

Pastor
• Sunday, 8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday School; 9:15 a.m. Choir 
Practice; 10 a.m. Worship 
Service; 11 a.m. Coffee & 
Fellowship

First Lutheran Church 
- Dows
 206 W Ellsworth St, Dows
• Wednesday, July 1: 6:00 

First Council
 • Sunday, July 5: 10:00 

worship
 • Sunday, July 29: 10:00 

worship
 • Sunday, July 5: 10:00 

worship
 • Wednesday, July 22: 5:30-

6:30 FREE Community meal
 • Sunday, July 26: 9:00 

worship. 1:00-5:30 VBS for
8th-12 graders

METHODIST
Ackley United Methodist
416 Hardin St., Ackley
Pastor Kalvin Scholte
• Sundays, 9-9:45 a.m., 

Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Worship Service

First United Methodist
510 Thompson St., Sheffield
Pastor Pastor Wendy 

Johannessen
• Sundays, 9 a.m. Worship 

Service

Geneva United Methodist
603 Front St., Geneva 
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Hampton United Methodist
100 Central Ave. E, Hampton
Pastor Dennis Burns
• Thursday, July 16: 9:30am  

BeFrienders, 10:30am  Chapel 
@ Leahy Grove
• Saturday, July 18: 5:00pm 

Worship Service
• Sunday, July 19: 9:30am  

Women's Bible Study
11am  Worship Service
11:30am  Radio Broadcast-

KLMJ 104.9 FM
12pm  Fellowship
12:30pm  Facebook Broadcast
• Monday, July 20: 1:30pm  

God's FLOCK
• Tuesday, July 21: 1:30pm  

Faithful Stitchers
• Wednesday, July 22: 2:00pm 

NAOMI Circle, 5pm  LEAH 
Circle

West Fork United Methodist
2200 Tulip Ave., Sheffield
Pastor Wendy Johannessen

New Hope United Methodist 
Parish: Aredale, Bristow, 
Dumont
Pastor Dennis Burns
• Aredale: Worship, 8:15 a.m.
• Dumont: Worship, 9:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Morgan/Bradford,
569 100th St., Dows
Lee Center,
393 Ironwood Ave., Alden

Rev. Judy Eilderts
• Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship 

service with fellowship time 
following
(Lee Center, odd months;
Morgan/Bradford, even 

months) 

United Methodist
Dows
• Lay Speaker Richard 

Echelberger
• Discipleship class - Sunday 

@8:30am
• Worship Service @ 10:00am

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church of the Living Word
420 First Ave. NE, Hampton
 641-456-8175
Pastor Brian Rihner
www.clwhampton.org
• Sundays, 9 a.m. Worship
• Wee Ones Christian 

Preschool: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;

Living Well Fellowship
917 Howard St. (First 

Presbyterian Church), 
Aplington • 319-247-5569
• Mondays, 7 p.m., 

Contemporary Worship 
Exploring Redemption and 
Healing. Come early for hot 
chocolate or cappuccino.

Sovereign Grace Church
109 N Eskridge St., Dows 
Pastor Doug Holmes
www.sgcdows.com
• Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Sunday 

School; 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

Hampton Church of Christ
811 4th St. NE, Hampton, IA.
hamptonchurchofchrist.com
Pastor Joe Peter
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Morning 

Café; 10:15 a.m. Worship 
Gathering

Sixth Street Church of 
Christ (Acapella)
909 Sixth St. SW, Hampton
Minister Jim Zacharias
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

School; 10:30 a.m. Worship; 
4:30 p.m. Worship
•Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. Bible 

Study

PRESBYTERIAN
Aplington Evangelical

Presbyterian Church
917 Howard St., Aplington
Rev. Michael McLane
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship 

Service with fellowship 
following services

REFORMED
Dumont Reformed
912 Third St., Dumont
Pastor Scott Summers   

• Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship
• Wednesdays, 7 p.m. RCYF 

(High School youth group from 
8-12 grade)
• You can join us online 

Youtube and Facebook: 
Dumont Reformed Church, 
website: dumontreformed.com, 
and Dumont Cable 1000

First Reformed
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Worship 

Service; 10:30 a.m. Kids Choir 
& PreK-HS Sunday School; 
Sunday School Children Sing 
during Worship Service

Zion Reformed Church
2029 Jonquil Ave., Sheffield
Rev. Petri van Rooyen, Pastor
Office Hours: M,W, Th: 

8-Noon
* Bad Weather KLMJ*
• Thursday, June 4, 10am 

Hope Circle 
• Sunday, June 7, *Food 

Pantry* 8:30 am Men’s Bible 
Study, Holy Communion, 
9:15am Worship, WOZ 
Meeting @10:30am
• Monday, June 8, 1:30pm 

Vesper Circle
• Wednesday, June 10, 9am 

Sunrise Circle
• Thursday, June 11, 7pm 

Consistory
• Sunday, June 14, Flag Day! 

Outside Service Potluck to 
follow service-dedication to 
the new playground, 7pm Joy 
Circle
• Wednesday, June 16, 

Latimer Over 60’s
• Wenesday, June 17, 6:30pm 

Family Ministry
• Sunday, June 21,  *Happy 

Father's Day*
• Monday, June 22, VBS 

WEEK
• Thursday, June 25, 7pm 

Faith Circle
• Sunday, June 28, 9:15am 

Worship 9:15 am service,  
VBS Program/10:30am RCYF 
serving Beef burgers/ice 
cream, Freewill offering
• Tuesday, June 30, Latimer 

Over 60’s

Hampton Seventh Day 
Adventist Church
605 4th St. NE, Hampton
Pastor Steven Shafer
Phone: 641-424-3055
Email: SDAHamptonIA@

gmail.com
• Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Sunday 

School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Service with Communion

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
First Congregational U.C.C.
22 First Ave. SW, Hampton

(641) 456-2192
Pastor Karen Koenig and 

Pastor Peggy Allison
Summer Hours – 10am 

Church Services
July 1 :  Wednesday, Pastor 

Peggy will provide worship at 
Leahy Grove Assisted Living. 
July 5:  Sunday Worship with 

Communion (10am)
July 9:  Thursday, Prayer 

Breakfast at the Rustic Brew 
(8am), and worship at the two 
Hampton
Nursing Homes will be 

provided by Pastor Karen in the 
afternoon.
July 12:  Sunday Worship 

(10am), Coffee Fellowship 
(11am)
July 15:  Wednesday, Trustees 

Meeting (6pm), Cabinet 
Meeting (6:45pm)
July 16:  Thursday, Prayer 

Breakfast at the Rustic Brew 
(8am), and worship at the two 
Hampton
Nursing Homes will be 

provided by Pastor Peggy in 
the afternoon.
July 19:  Sunday Worship 

(10am)
July 26:  Sunday Worship 

(10am)
July 27:  Monday - Newsletter 

deadline
July 28: Tuesday - Sewing 

Circle will meet at 9:30am.  All 
are welcome.

Immanuel U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Pastor Joe Dunnwald
Sunday, July 5: Worship/

Communion- 9:30am
Sunday, July 12: Lawn 

Chair Liturgy - Trailside 
Park- 9:30am
Sunday, July 19: Worship 

at the Franklin County 
Fair- 10:00am
Sunday, July 26: Worship/

Noisy Offering 9:30am

St. Peter's United Church Of 
Christ – Geneva
496 Raven Ave # B, Geneva, 

IA 50633
Summer Services are at 

9:00 AM in the chapel unless 
otherwise noted
• July 11 - Dale Akkerman - 

Saturday 5:00 PM service - No 
service on Sunday, July 12
• July 19 - No service - You 

may worship at the 10:00 AM 
worship service at the Franklin 
County Fair in the Van Wall 
Tent 
• July 26 - Erran Miller
• August 2 - James Koop
• August 8 - Jeff Janssen - 

Saturday 5:00 PM service - No 
service on Sunday, August 9
• August 16 - Sheryl Arends
• August 23 - Gary Hemphill
• August 30 - James Koop
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Dine in • Take OuT • CaTering

641-456-2788
7 1sT ave. nW • HampTOn

B & C KITCHEN
Chef Jeffrey Ho
Chinese Cuisine

Serving All of Central Iowa
From Hampton!

Dean Endriss - Manager
Call 641-456-2303

Auto Parts, Inc.
Hwy 65 South, Hampton 

641-456-2594
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 7:30 - 12:00

120 1st Street NW, Hampton
641- 456-3473
Corn Belt
Power Cooperative

“The Power of Human Connections”
Humboldt • Hampton

 Emmetsburg • Spencer

Phone: 641-892-8080
505 E. Gilman St., Sheffield, IA 50475

Dumont Implement
Highway 3, Dumont, IA

641-857-3216
www.dumontimplement.com

Grocery 641-456-5253
Meat 641-456-2756

Hampton, Iowa

Jeffrey A. Jaacks, LPA
Licensed Public Accountant
3 - 1st St. SW, Hampton

641-456-4125

Visit our website @
www.krukowrealestate.com

Hwy 3 W., Hampton, IA
641- 456-3883

Iowa Falls, 641-648-2569
Toll Free 1-800-464-2569

FUNERAL HOME
AND

MONUMENT  SALES

515 Main St., Dumont, IA 50625
641-857-3287

“Offering A Great Selection Of Floor 
Covering & Expert Installation”

Mike and Gwen Thornburgh

Sheffield Care Center
100 Bennett Drive

Sheffield, Iowa 50475
641-892-4691

“Skilled Nursing and Outpatient Rehab. 
Respite Stays”

Counsell Woodley 
Funeral Home

641-456-3232
Allison • Dumont • Hampton • Latimer

Manufacturing Co., Inc.

641-892-4222 • SHEFFIELDTo sponsor this page, call 641-456-2585

This church page message is brought to you 
by these fine sponsors

BELEN KRABBE
Chartered Advisor for Senior Living

CAP, CLU, ChFC, CFF, CASL, RHU, REBC, LUTCF

11 First Ave. N.W.
Hampton, IA 50441

641-456-4644
bkrabbe@prosperityca.com

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

Sunday, June 
16, 2024

First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel
1 Samuel 15:34 

- 16:13
Ezekiel 17:22-24 2 Corinthians 5:6-

10, (11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

Phone & Fax: 641-456-4124
info@got-you-covered.biz

112 1st Ave NW
Hampton, IA 50441

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

Fully Insured!

RELIGION

BAPTIST
Faith Baptist
Lead Pastor: Robert Anderstrom
Associate Pastor of Family Life: 
Dustin Byrnes
Address: 1701 Central Ave E., PO 
Box 515, Hampton, IA 50441
Telephone: 641-456-4887
Website: faith-hampton.com
Facebook: FBC-Hampton 
• Wednesday, August 13, 8:30 
a.m. Men’s Prayer 
• Sunday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service; 11 a.m. Sunday 
School Class 
• Tuesday, August 19, 9:30 a.m. 
Women’s Prayer 
• Wednesday, August 20, 8:30 
a.m. Men’s Prayer 

CATHOLIC
St. Mary’s Catholic
611 Sherman Ave., Ackley
Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest
• Sunday, 8 a.m. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic
1405 N. Federal St., Hampton
Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest
Tuesdays 8:30 AM
Thursdays 5:30 PM with 
Adoration at 6:00 PM
Sunday 10:30 AM English  
5:30 PM Spanish

CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
First Christian Church
605 Fourth St. NE, Hampton
• Sunday, August 17, 10 a.m. 
Worship Service

LATTER DAY SAINTS
The Church of Jesus Christ 
Of Latter Day Saints
Hampton / Miguel Sosa Garcia,
Branch President
• Sunday, April 6, 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service; Food Pantry 
Sunday

LUTHERAN
Our Savior’s Lutheran
121 Prospect, Ackley
• Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Divine Service 
(Communion 2nd, 4th, 5th); 11 
a.m. Fellowship
• Tuesdays, 4 p.m. Tuesday 
School

Richland Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
(ELS/WELS)
300 Elm St., Thornton
952-607-1293
Pastor Caleb Helmen
• February - July 8:30 a.m. 
church and 9:30 a.m Sunday 
School.
• August - January 10:30 a.m. 
Church and 9:30 a.m Sunday 
School.
• Bible class Tuesday 10:00 a.m. 
September through May.

St. John’s Lutheran
1207 Indigo Ave., Hampton
• 11 a.m. Worship - 2nd and 4th 
Sundays

Zion St. John Lutheran
Sheffield
422 Sherman St, Sheffield, IA 
50475
• Wednesday, August 13, 2 p.m. 
Summer JAM
• Thursday, August 14, 2 p.m. 
West Fork Food Pantry
• Sunday, August 17, 9 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy 
Communion; 10:15 a.m. 
Fellowship

• Monday, August 18, 1 p.m. 
Card-ian Angels
• Wednesday, August 20, 6 p.m. 
7-8 Confirmation Meeting; 7 
p.m. 9th Confirmation Meeting

St. Paul Lutheran Church
17 Second St. NE, Hampton
Caitlyn Tauro
 Sunday Worship: 9:00 am. 
 Sunday School 10:15 am
 Adult Sunday School 10:15 am

St. Paul’s Lutheran
304 W Main, Latimer
Reverend Joel Peter Wagner
• Sunday, August 17, 9 a.m. 
Divine Service; 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School

St. Paul’s Church
400 Larch St., Thornton

St. Peter Lutheran Church
502 2nd St. S, Rockwell

Trinity Lutheran Church
16 12th Ave. NE, Hampton
www.trinityhampton.com
Vicar - Jacob Stefanec,
Rev. Karl C. Bollhagen, Pastor 
• Sunday, August 17, 8:30 a.m. 
Worship Service with Holy 
Communion; 9:45 a.m. Adult 
Bible Study
• Sunday Radio Broadcasts: 7:30 
a.m. Lutheran Hour on KLMJ, 
104.9 FM; 10:15 a.m. Radio 
Worship Broadcast on KLMJ, 
104.9 FM

St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church – Vilmar
Rev. Tamara J. K. Keen, Pastor
• Sunday, August 17, 8:45 a.m. 
– 9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 9:15 
a.m. Choir Practice; 10 a.m. 
Worship Service; 11 a.m. Coffee 
& Fellowship

First Lutheran Church 
- Dows
 206 W Ellsworth St, Dows
• Sunday, August 20, 9 a.m. 
Worship Service

METHODIST
Ackley United Methodist
416 Hardin St., Ackley
Pastor Kalvin Scholte
• Sundays, 9-9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Worship Service

First United Methodist
510 Thompson St., Sheffield
Pastor Pastor Wendy 
Johannessen
• Sundays, 9 a.m. Worship 
Service

Geneva United Methodist
603 Front St., Geneva  
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Hampton United Methodist
100 Central Ave. E, Hampton
Pastor Dennis Burns
• Thursday, August 14, 9:30 a.m. 
BeFrienders
• Saturday, August 16, 5 p.m. 
Worship Service
• Sunday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Adults Bible Study; 11 a.m. 
Worship Service; 11:30 a.m. 
Radio Broadcast on KLMJ, 104.9 
FM; 12 p.m. Fellowship; 12:30 
p.m. Facebook Broadcast
• Monday, August 18, 1:30 p.m. 
God’s FLOCK
• Tuesday, August 19, 1:30 p.m. 
Faithful Stitchers
• Wednesday, August 20, 2 
p.m. NAOMI Circle; 6:30 p.m.
LEAH Circle

West Fork United Methodist
2200 Tulip Ave., Sheffield
Pastor Wendy Johannessen

New Hope United Methodist 
Parish: Aredale, Bristow, 
Dumont
Pastor Dennis Burns
• Aredale: Worship, 8:15 a.m.
• Dumont: Worship, 9:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Morgan/Bradford,
569 100th St., Dows
Lee Center,
393 Ironwood Ave., Alden
Rev. Judy Eilderts
•Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship 
service with fellowship time 
following
(Lee Center, odd months;
Morgan/Bradford, even months) 

United Methodist
Dows
• Lay Speaker Richard 
Echelberger
• Discipleship class - Sunday 
@8:30am
• Worship Service @ 10:00am

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church of the Living Word
420 First Ave. NE, Hampton
 641-456-8175
Pastor Brian Rihner
www.clwhampton.org
• Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship
• Sunday: 9AM - Adult Sunday 
school 
• Wednesday: 5:30PM- PK - 
Grade 6 WOW! and Adult Bible 
Study, 6:30PM: MS & HS Youth, 
7:00PM - Adult Bible Study.
• Wee Ones Christian 
Preschool: Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 
Mary Mollenbeck, Director, 
641-456-8471

Living Well Fellowship
917 Howard St. (First 
Presbyterian Church), Aplington 
• 319-247-5569
• Mondays, 7 p.m., 
Contemporary Worship 
Exploring Redemption and 
Healing. Come early for hot 
chocolate or cappuccino.

Sovereign Grace Church
109 N Eskridge St., Dows 
Pastor Doug Holmes
www.sgcdows.com
• Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 11:15 a.m. Worship at 
First Presbyterian in Dows

Hampton Church of Christ
811 4th St. NE, Hampton, IA.
hamptonchurchofchrist.com
Pastor Joe Peter
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
Café; 10:15 a.m. Worship 
Gathering

Sixth Street Church of 
Christ (Acapella)
909 Sixth St. SW, Hampton
Minister Jim Zacharias
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship; 4:30 
p.m. Worship
•Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. Bible 
Study

PRESBYTERIAN
Aplington Evangelical
Presbyterian Church
917 Howard St., Aplington
Rev. Michael McLane
• Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship 
Service with fellowship 
following services

REFORMED
Dumont Reformed
912 Third St., Dumont
Pastor Chris Meester
•Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
10 a.m. Worship (nursery care 
provided each week)
• First Monday of the month, 1 
p.m. Reformed Church Women 
(RCW)
• Wednesdays, 7 p.m. RCYF 
(High School youth group from 
8-12 grade)
• All times and schedules 
are subject to change due to 
pandemic. You can join us online 
Youtube and Facebook: Dumont 
Reformed Church, website: 
dumontreformed.com, and 
Dumont Cable 1000

First Reformed
214 Brown St., Alexander
• Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Worship 
Service; 10:30 a.m. Kids Choir 
& PreK-HS Sunday School; 
Sunday School Children Sing 
during Worship Service

Zion Reformed Church
2029 Jonquil Ave., Sheffield
Rev. Petri van Rooyen, Pastor
Office Hours: M,W, Th: 8-Noon
* Bad Weather KLMJ*
• Wednesday, August 13, 9 a.m. 
Sunrise Circle
• Sunday, August 17, 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service
• Wednesday, August 20, 6:30 
p.m. Family Ministry

Hampton Seventh Day 
Adventist Church
605 4th St. NE, Hampton
Pastor Steven Shafer
Phone: 641-424-3055
Email: SDAHamptonIA@gmail.
com
• Sunday, June 1, 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday School; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service with 
Communion

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
First Congregational U.C.C.
22 First Ave. SW, Hampton
(641) 456-2192
Pastor Karen Koenig and Pastor 
Peggy Allison
• Sunday, August 20, 10 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service

Immanuel U.C.C.
204 E. South St., Latimer
Pastor Joe Dunnwald
• Sunday, August 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service

St. Peter's United Church 
Of Christ – Geneva
496 Raven Ave # B, Geneva, IA 
50633
• Sunday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service with Gary 
Hemphill

Comparing ourselves with others is one of the mental habits 
that often leads to negative feelings, such as feelings of 
inferiority, envy and self-doubt. Cognitive-Behavioral 

Therapy has long warned against this bad mental habit, and social 
media has only made things worse. When we see how others have 
“curated” their lives by putting their vacations and possessions in 
their posts, it’s very easy to feel that we don’t measure up. But this 
is like comparing yourself to characters in movies or television, who 
literally have writers working on their lines. In the real world we are 
all just stumbling along or muddling through, trying to make a go of 
things. One of the things that we realize when we ask others about 
their lives, and particularly about the problems they are facing, 
is that everyone has their struggles, and even those who appear 
outwardly to be living perfect lives have their problems. So be kind 
to everyone you encounter today. You have no idea what they may 
be going through.
–Christopher Simon

Compare and Despair

Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited.
Romans 12:16 NIV

“ “
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Scan Here to 
visit our website 
and get the latest 

news in your 
community!

Readers! We need YOUR HELP! Please submit any stories or 
events to us at news@hamptonchronicle.com

Lets keep our community informed!

In loving memory of

Completing a full 
and well-lived life, Jan 
passed away in her 
apartment at Dawn & 
Gary’s house in Ames.  
Under the watchful eye 
of a crack team of am-
ateur family helpers, 
led by Moriah Harris, 
Jan received all the care 
anyone could hope for 
in this situation.  Jan 
was able to say many 
goodbyes and pray blessings over her grandkids. The 
family is having visitation on Friday, August 15, 2025, 
from 5:30 – 8 pm at the Iowa Falls Evangelical Free 
Church, 19939 Co Rd D20, Iowa Falls. Funeral service 
will be held at 10:30 am, Saturday, August 16, 2025, at 
the Iowa Falls Evangelical Free Church. With honor, 
Adams Celebration of Life is serving the family.  

Jan was born to James and Aletha McKenzie (Wood) 
of New Providence, IA.  She grew up with her siblings 
Robert and Bonnie Azeltine as well as her brothers, 
Malcom and Marvin McKenzie.  Her little sister Edna 
Marie died as a baby.

Jan made friends in New Providence that she main-
tained her whole life.  After high school, Jan trained at 
William Penn, to become a dental hygienist.  She made 
a few more lifelong friends there and began cleaning 
teeth in Ames.  

One evening, Jan decided to return to the New Prov-
idence area and attend a church roller skating event that 
was only for the local church members.  Don Lehmann, 
who was NOT invited to attend, was undeterred by this 
detail and snuck into the rink.  With the slick skating 
and the smooth moves that all Lehmann men possess, 
he was able to catch Jan’s eye and start a relationship 
that eventually led to them being united in marriage on 
June 7th, 1964 and lasting 55 years.

Don & Jan moved to the farm after Don’s military 
hitch was up.  Jan took to farm life well.  She helped 
Don chop silage, walk beans, garden, butcher chickens, 
can sweetcorn, etc.  They were constantly entertaining 
people who would stop in to visit.  Neighbors would 
come over and play cribbage or 500.  Family would 
come to play volleyball or badminton over the raggedy 
fence that was kept up in case the cattle got out again.  
Feed salesman and cattle buyers would stop in and stay 
for hours visiting with Don & Jan.  Each of these peo-
ple that would stop in would stay because it was such 
a peaceful, happy place and on top of that there would 
magically appear Jan’s Cookie Bucket with her choco-
late chip cookies and for some reason nobody’s coffee 
cup would ever get below a half a tank.  Jan was always 
serving others and making friends. Everybody: feed 
salesman, grandkids, stranded motorists, friends, etc. 
all experienced her hospitality.  You could rarely leave 
Jan’s presence without a full belly, a dozen eggs, a zuc-
chini and perhaps even have a Limerick written for you.

During these farm years Don & Jan had 3 children. 
Dawn, Brad & Anja.  She helped them all set off on a 
good course by reading them Bible most every night at 
bedtime.  When each decided to get married, she made 
the wedding cakes, sewed bridesmaids dresses and 
cooked food.  

Dawn married Gary Harris.  Their children are Ian 
and Keaton, Gabe (Stephanie), Moriah, Tabitha (Logan) 
and Eli.  Gabe and Steph have little Arthur and Tabitha 
& Logan have Piper and Stella.

Brad married Lisa Thompson.  Their children are 
Blake (Inga), Grant (Kennedi), Max (Sophia), Lindy 
(Luke), Boaz and Abigail.  Blake’s family has so far con-
tributed 4 great grandbabies to Jan’s flock; Clara, Isaiah, 
Anna and one on the way.  Max, 4 great grandbabies: Ju-
dah, Davey, Johnny and one on the way.  Lindy’s family 
has 2 children Levi and Tessa.  

Anja married Chris Whitehead.  Their children are 
Keelin (Josh), Liam, Murray, Finley Hamish, Rowan 
and Arden.

Jan loved each and every one of her family members 
and prayed for them often.

Jan took her faith seriously.  Her daily to do list al-
ways included a line item for Quiet Time/Bible study.  
She listened to Christian radio throughout the day.  She 
was always looking to be a servant to others.  If you 
knew her you know that.

We want to thank all those who were blessed to 
know her and be a part of her life.  The many visits and 
prayers for her showed how much she was loved.  Thank 
You!

Janice Lea Lehmann
1943-2025

Fully Insured!

This space is reserved
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

Grocery 641-456-5253
Meat 641-456-2756

Hampton, Iowa

This space is reserved
for you!Grocery 641-456-5253for you!Grocery 641-456-5253

Meat 641-456-2756for you!Meat 641-456-2756Call 641-456-2585Meat 641-456-2756Call 641-456-2585Meat 641-456-2756
Hampton, IowaCall 641-456-2585Hampton, Iowa

This space is reserved
for you!

Call 641-456-2585

This spacThis spacThis spacThis space is reservedThis space is reservede is reservede is reservede is reservede is reserved
for you!for you!for you!for you!

Call 641-456-2585Call 641-456-2585Call 641-456-2585Call 641-456-2585

This message is brought to you by these fine sponsors.

Heaven on Earth
Read: Revelation 21:1-14
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (v. 2)

Have you ever described some place or event as being “like heaven on 
earth”? Maybe it was being out in the wonder of Godʼs creation. Maybe 
it was an outstanding concert. Or maybe it was a church service where 
you experienced the presence of God in a special, powerful way.

These kinds of experiences are just a hint of what we who believe in 
Jesus will experience when heaven does come down to earth!

One of the new things about the new heaven is its location. Revelation 
21 points us to a day when heaven will come down to earth. Heaven and 
earth will be one! There is a lot of mystery about just how this will be, but 
in Revelation 21, the author of the book, the apostle John, “saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (v. 2), which 
assures us that God will dwell with his people. “He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God” (v. 3). God himself will be with us for 
all eternity!

Just as Jesus came to earth to demonstrate Godʼs 
great love for us (John 3:16), now God, with all the 
glory of the new Jerusalem, will come to earth as an-
other evidence of his love. Heaven on earth!

— Rich Bawinkel, from the series 
A New Heaven and a New Earth
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Full Sunday 
schedule of 

Christian 
music and 

programming!

See COURTHOUSE: 
Next Page

Photo Gallery on page 17!

COURTHOUSE: FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
— Criminal Complaint / Hearing for 
Initial Appearance, Child endan-
germent, operating while under the 
influence 1st offense, possession of 
controlled substance  - marijuana 1st 
offense 
Johnson, Lauren Alexandria (Shef-

field, IA) — Order Setting Trial, Pos-
session of controlled substance - 3rd 
or Subseq offense
Wood, Joshua D (Sheffield, IA) — 

Order of Disposition, assault causing 
serious injury. Guilty - negotiated/
voluntary plea
Koenigs, Matthew Joseph (Eldora, 

IA) — Order of Arraignment
Buttshaw, Andrew Craig (Hampton, 

IA) — Criminal Complaint / Hearing 
for Initial Appearance, controlled 
substance violation, unlawful pos-
session of prescription drug (three 
charges)
Guevara, Vicente Duane (Akley, 

IA) – Criminal complaint, Controlled 
substance violation
Favela, Ernesto Josaphat (Des 

Moines, IA) — Order of Disposition 
/ Written Plea of Guilty, operate 
without interlock, guilty - negotiated/
voluntary plea

White, Jerry Raynard (Waterloo, 
IA) — Order of Disposition, Violation 
of no contact/protective order, guilty 
- negotiated voluntary plea
Valles, Jesus Alberto (Hampton, 

IA) — Order of Disposition, Assault 
— contact insulting or offensive
Tijerina, Antonio (Hampton, IA) 

— Order of Disposition, Theft 5th 
degree, guilty - negotiated/voluntary 
plea
Hernandez, Christopher Jo (Hamp-

ton, IA) — Order of Disposition, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, guilty 
- negotiated/voluntary plea

Smith, William Christie (Goodell, 
IA) — Hearing for Initial Appearance, 
possession of drug paraphernalia
Buttshaw, Andrew Craig (Hampton, 

IA) — Criminal Complaint,  posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia
Guevara, Vincente Duane (Ackley, 

IA), possession of drug parapherna-
lia
Buttshaw, Emily Elizabeth, (Hamp-

ton, IA) criminal complaint, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia
Rawls, Cory Allen, (Backus, MN), 

criminal complaint, hearing for initial 
appeal, possession of drug para-

phernalia
Workman, Demita Jo (Bloom-

ington, MN) — Order Setting Trial, 
possession of controlled substance 
- marijuana 1st offense
Ramirez, Angel Gustavo (Hamp-

ton, IA) — Order of Disposition, As-
sault causing bodily injury or mental 
illness, contempt - resist order or 
process of district court, guilty - ne-
gotiated/voluntary plea
Smith, William Christie (Goodell, 

IA) - Hearing for initial appeal, pos-
session of controlled substance - 
methamphetamine 1st offense 

Schriber, Curtis Aaron (Eldora, IA) 
— Order for Arraignment / Trial Infor-
mation, dissemination and exhibition 
of obscene material to minors
Oehlert, Ricky Lee (Hampton, IA) 

— Criminal Complaint, possession 
of controlled substance - marijuana 
1st offense
Sosa, Jose (Hampton, IA) — Mo-

tion to Dismiss



MISCELLANEOUS
Safe Step. North America’s #1 

Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-376-4154
_

MISCELLANEOUS
Does your basement or crawl 

space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation Re-
pair! A permanent solution for 
waterproofing, failing foun-
dations, sinking concrete and 
nasty crawl spaces. FREE In-
spection & Same Day Estimate. 
$250 off ANY project with code 
GET250. Call 1-866-554-1730
_

MISCELLANEOUS
Audien Hearing. The world’s 

first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day 
risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 
million happy customers. Call 
Audien 1-855-304-1545
_

MISCELLANEOUS
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 

install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/31/26.) Call 
1-866-456-3917
_

MISCELLANEOUS
Prepare for power outages 

today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-855-954-5087 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.
_

SPORTING GOODS
GUN SHOW: July 24-26, Cen-

tre Hall, Waverly IA Fri 4-9pm, 
Sat. 9am-5pm,
Sun. 9am-3pm. $10 (un-

der 14 FREE) . More info: 
563-608-4401
www.marvkrauspromotions.

net
_

FOR RENT
Mini Storage Units. Including 

sales tax, $53.50 per month or 
$144.45 per quarter. Call 641-
456-5636 or 641-512-8975
_

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT 
KNOWINGLY ACCEPT

advertising which is deceptive, fraudulent 
or which might otherwise violate the 
law or accepted standards of taste. 
However, this publication does not 
warrant or guarantee the accuracy of 
any advertisement, nor the quality of the 
goods or services advertised. Readers 
are cautioned to thoroughly investigate all 
claims made in any advertisements, and 
to use good judgment and reasonable 
care, particularly when dealing with 
persons unknown to you who ask for 
money in advance of delivery of the goods 
or services advertised.

FOR SALE
Building lot at corner of Third 

and Gilman, Sheffield. Former-
ly The Peppermint Inn. Phone 
1-909-659-6521. Chuck Towle. 
4290 F. St, San Bernadino, Cal-
ifornia 92407
_

FOR RENT
For Rent: One bedroom. Land-

lord pays water. No pets. $600/
mo. $600 deposit. Contact Steve 
at 641-580-0004.
_

YOUR ONLINE SOURCE FOR 
PUBLIC NOTICES IN IOWA.
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Radcliffe Iowa Falls
515-899-2151 641-648-4229

Insured
&

Bonded

 Rubber Membrane for Flat Roofs
 Architectural Shingles

Seamless Gutters

313 1st Ave. NW - Hampton
Call Brad Paine at

641-456-4670

Ron's 
ROOFING

Free
Estimates

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY FOR 

RUBBER MEMBRANE FLAT ROOFS

HELP WANTED
Driver or loader Class B CDL 

required for driver. Pre-employ-
ment drug screen required. Call 
D&L Sanitation 641-982-4483
_
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To submit your ad email design@hamptonchronicle.com 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
STATEWIDE
advertising available

Get all your local news and events at HamptonChronicle.com 24/7!

No matter how you like to get your news,
THE CHRONICLE HAS YOU COVERED!

Subscribe to The Hampton Chronicle and you 
won't miss current local news about people, 

places and events.

$65

$65 for 1 year

Mail to: 1509 4th St NE, Hampton, IA 50441 or 
Drop Off at: OnTheGoMedia 1509 4th St NE, Hampton, Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5 PM

Sealed
Bid Sale

Mason City Office • 641-423-9531
www.Hertz.ag

116.50 Acres, M/L - Franklin County, IA
1364 80th St, Hampton (house/building site 3.09 acres)

97.16 Crop acres with 81.70 CSR2
One-Chance Sealed Bid

Deadline: 2:00 PM, CST, July 28, 2026

To Request a Bid Packet with Complete Details,
Contact our Mason City Office Below
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CIVIC CALENDAR

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 
COMMISSION: 
DETAILS:

First Wednesday of month, 
7:00 PM
Franklin County Law Enforcement 
Center

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
VETERANS AFFAIRS: 
DETAILS:

First Tuesday of the Month
3:00 PM, 
Franklin County Veterans Affairs Office

DUMONT CITY 
COUNCIL: 
DETAILS:
Second Thursday 
7:00 PM
At EMS Center Dumont

HAMPTON CITY 
COUNCIL: 
DETAILS:

Hampton City Council meets in Regular 
Session on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
each month at 6:00 
PM, in the City Council Chambers.

Workshops are held on the Mondays 
preceding the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
Regular Sessions at 6:00 PM, in the City 
Council Chambers.

ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING:
DETAILS:
Second Tuesday

COULTER CITY 
COUNCIL:
DETAILS:
Second Wednesday of the month, 
6:30 PM

DOWS CITY 
COUNCIL:
DETAILS:
First Monday of every month 6:00 PM 

GENEVA CITY 
COUNCIL: 
DETAILS:

Second Tuesday of every month 
6:30 PM

HANSELL CITY 
COUNCIL:
DETAILS:

Second Wednesday every month, 
Community Center 7:00 PM

LATIMER CITY 
COUNCIL:
DETAILS:

Second Wednesday, 
6:30 PM

SHEFFIELD CITY 
COUNCIL: 
DETAILS:

Every second Monday
of the month at 6 PM

WEST FORK SCHOOL 
BOARD: 
DETAILS:
Third Monday of the Month,
5:00 PM,
West Fork High School Sheffield

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS: DETAILS:

Tuesday 8:30 AM
Franklin County Courthouse

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
TOURISM BOARD: 
DETAILS:

Second Thursday, 
4:30 PM,
Center 1

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CONSERVATION 
BOARD: 
DETAILS:
Second Monday of month, 
6:30 PM
Maynes Grove Shelter

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
DETAILS:
Second Monday every other month 
(usually) February 13th 4:00 PM

GREATER FRANKLIN 
COUNTY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE: 
DETAILS:

3rd Monday of the month at noon at 
Center 1.

ZONING BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT: 
DETAILS:
5:30 PM 
City Council Chambers

ALEXANDER CITY 
COUNCIL: 
DETAILS:
Alexander Library, 409 Harriman St
City Council meetings on the First 
Tuesday of every month

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
EXTENSION COUNCIL:
DETAILS:

Franklin County Extension Council  ISU 
Extension & Outreach 6 2nd St. NW, 
Hampton 50441

Council members help determine 
local priorities for agricultural, youth 
(4-H), health and human science, and 
community/economic development 
program areas. 

HAMPTON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY BOARD: 
DETAILS:
Board meets every 3rd Wednesday of 
the month, 5:30 PM
Library board meets to discuss library 
business, budgeting, funding and 
happenings.

DUMONT LIBRARY 
BOARD: 
DETAILS:
Dumont Public Library 
Second Wednesday of every month

HAMPTON DUMONT 
SCHOOL BOARD: 
DETAILS:

Fourth Monday of the month 
6:00 PM

CAL SCHOOL BOARD: 
DETAILS:

2nd Thursday of the month 
at 5:30 PM

ALEXANDER LIBRARY 
BOARD: 
DETAILS:

Third Wednesday of every month

July  Events Program

Got an event you'd like 
listed in our weekly 

Calendar?
Email us at: news@

hamptonchronicle.com

UPCOMING
WELCOME BACK TO STORYTIME! 
Storytime is for children 12 months of age through kindergarten. There will 
be books read, songs, rhymes, movement activities and more. Storytime 
will be held on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. Families are welcome 
to stay afterwards for playtime. There will be different toys, games, and 
activities provided each week for informal play.  Please do not bring 
your own toys. Storytime will repeat at  6:00 p.m. that same day. 
(without playtime)

18
SAT

FRANKLIN COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS 250TH FREEDOM MOTORCYCLE 
RIDE, Franklin County Fair Grounds East Entrance. Registration at 8AM, Driver Meeting at 9AM, Kick 
stands up at 9:15 AM.

25
SAT

LATIMER FUN DAY

21
TUE

TRAVELING CABARET AT WINDSOR THEATRE, 7PM at the Windsor Theatre. Doors 
open at 6:30. All are welcome. 

14
TUE

FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR PARADE, 3PM parade line-up, 5PM parade starts

The City of Hampton is offering FREE registration for 
one year (9-25-25 thru 9-24-26)

Registration forms available at City Hall, Center One, 
Post Office and Library.

Did you know it is the law that your 
dog is registered in the state of Iowa?

CALENDAR

Franklin County Fair, July 15-19!

Sealed
Bid Sale

Mason City Office • 641-423-9531
www.Hertz.ag

116.50 Acres, M/L - Franklin County, IA
1364 80th St, Hampton (house/building site 3.09 acres)

97.16 Crop acres with 81.70 CSR2
One-Chance Sealed Bid

Deadline: 2:00 PM, CST, July 28, 2026

To Request a Bid Packet with Complete Details,
Contact our Mason City Office Below

Dear reader,
We are excited to share a 

recommendation for a new 
novel that our patrons are 
sure to love: The Borrowed 
Life of Frederick Fife.

Described by Library 
Journal as a funny and 
heartfelt story about a 
found family, this book is 
perfect for fans of A Man 
Called Ove and Remark-
ably Bright Creatures. The story follows eighty-two-
year-old Frederick Fife, a kind but lonely man facing 
eviction who is unexpectedly mistaken for a missing 
nursing home resident, Bernard Greer.

As Fred steps into Bernard s̓ life, he encounters De-
nise Simms, a weary caregiver managing her own per-
sonal struggles. While Fred s̓ innate kindness begins to 
impact those around him, Denise grows suspicious of 
his true identity. Together, they navigate a journey of 
grief, forgiveness, and redemption, ultimately discover-
ing how to repair a broken life.

The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife is a perceptive 
and hilarious exploration of the silver linings in life. We 
look forward to making this wonderful title available to 
our community.

Hope everyone enjoys it as much as I did.
–Esmeralda 

Hampton Public Library

Each week, the Hampton Public Library 
will share a book recommendation in the 
Chronicle. 
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Got a Legal Notice to Submit?
Deadline for legal notice submissions is Sunday at noon

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Beth E. Reinhart Charitable Trust will be accepting Applica-
tions for grants during the period of July 1 to August 31. Charita-
ble purposes for the benefit of children shall include educational 
activities, youth programs, delivery of health care services and 
any other charitable purpose benefitting children and acceptable 
to the Trustees within a fifty (50) mile radius of Mason City, Iowa. 
For complete procedure details, please contact:

Beth E. Reinhart Charitable Trust
c/o Sandy Benson

P.O. Box 894
Mason City, Iowa 50401
Phone: 641-430-4563

Email: bethcharitabletrust@outlook.com

Applicants must be a “public charity” within the meaning of In-
ternal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) or Internal Revenue Sec-
tion 170(c)(1).

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on June 24, July 1, 8, and 15, 2026

Cerro Gordo County Probate No.: TRPR029750

The North Iowa Regional Housing Authority (NIRHA) is soliciting proposals from quali-
fied contractors to provide general maintenance, unit turnover, rehabilitation, repair, and 
exterior improvement services for public housing properties owned and operated by 
NIRHA.
NIRHA owns and manages 121 public housing units across 10 properties located 

throughout its service area. This includes the cities of Algona, Britt, Forest City, Clear 
Lake, Northwood, Manly, Osage, Rockford, Sheffield and Hampton and seeks to estab-
lish relationships with one or more qualified contractors capable of performing a variety 
of projects on an as-needed basis. Services will be utilized to prepare vacant units for 
occupancy, maintain existing housing stock, and improve exterior property conditions.
NIRHA reserves the right to award contracts to multiple contractors based upon quali-

fications, pricing, responsiveness, and availability.
For mor information please contact Rick Toney at rtoney@NIRHA.com or www.nirha.

com/rfq

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2026

Notice: Proposal Solicitation (NIRHA)

Notice of Intent to Fill Vacancy
NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILL VACANCY BY APPOINT-

MENT
To the Electors of the City of Coulter, Iowa:

You are hereby notified that the City Council of the City of 
Coulter, Iowa has a vacancy of a Council seat as of June 4, 
2026.
Pursuant to section 372.13, (2), (a) of the Code of Iowa, notice 

is hereby given that the City Council of Coulter, Franklin Coun-
ty, Iowa, intends to fill this vacancy by appointment during the 
Special session of Council that will be held at Coulter City Hall 
at 6:30pm on July 22, 2026. However, the electors of the City of 
Coulter have the right to file a petition requiring that the vacancy 
be filled by a special election. If electors wish to require a spe-

cial election, a valid petition requesting a special election must 
be filed with the City Clerk within fourteen (14) days after the 
publication of this notice or within fourteen (14) days after the 
appointment is made. If no such petition is filed, the appointment 
shall be for the period until the next pending election as defined 
in Section 69.12 of the Code of lowa. Eligible electors of the City 
of Coulter, Franklin County, Iowa, wanting to be considered for 
the appointment should submit a request in writing to the City 
Clerk's office by 12:00pm on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.
Jory Rapp, City Clerk
PO Box 5
Coulter, IA 50431

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, and 22, 2026

Franklin Co BOS Minutes, 7/7/2026
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS July 7th, 2026 A recording of the meeting can be found at www.youtube.com/@
FranklinCountyBoardofSuperviso/streams
The Board of Supervisors met at 8:30AM on Tuesday, July 7th, 2026, at the Franklin County Courthouse for a regular session with Board members Lukensmeyer, McVicker, and 
Vanness present.
Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker to approve the agenda as presented. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker to approve the minutes from the 6/30/2026 Regular Session. All ayes. Motion carried. Board Committee Updates & Public 
Comment: Lukensmeyer attended Conservation Board. He also visited the Battery Storage Facility site for a tour. Jay Waddingham, Secondary Roads Engineer, provided the 
Supervisors with an update on his department.
The Supervisors recessed at 9:15AM for a drainage meeting and reconvened at 9:26AM. Drainage minutes may be obtained from the Auditor’s office or on the County website. 
Aaron Dodd, Sheriff, met with the Supervisors and provided them with an update on his department. Carissa Sisson, Assessor, provided the Supervisors with an update on her 
department.
Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker to approve a resolution Naming Depositories as Per Iowa Code §12C. The resolution reads in full:

RESOLUTION 2026-51
RESOLUTION NAMING DEPOSITORIES AS PER IOWA CODE SECTIONS 12C

BE IT RESOLVED, that the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS of FRANKLIN COUNTY, IOWA, Approves the following list of financial institutionsto be depositories of the FRANKLIN 
COUNTY funds in conformance with all applicable provisions of Iowa Code Chapter 12C. The FRANKLIN COUNTY TREASURER is hereby authorized to deposit the Franklin 
County funds in amounts not to exceed the maximum approved for each respective financial institution as set out below

Depository Name Location of Home Office Maximum Balance  in effect under prior 
resolution

Maximum Balance  in effect under this 
resolution 

First Bank Hampton Hampton, IA  20,000,000 30,000,000
 First Security Bank & Trust Charles City, IA 9,000,000 9,000,000

United Bank & Trust Co. Hampton, IA 9,000,000 9,000,000
Green Belt Bank & Trust Iowa Falls, IA 9,000,000 9,000,000

Iowa Public Agency Investment Trust Des Moines, IA  4,500,000 9,000,000

 Roll call vote was as follows, Ayes: Lukensmeyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Motion carried and resolution duly adopted. Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer 
to approve a resolution authorizing operating transfers for various Franklin County departments. The resolution reads in full:
RESOLUTION 2026-52
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OPERATING TRANSFERS FOR VARIOUS FRANKLIN COUNTY DEPARTMENTS
WHEREAS, Franklin County, Iowa (the “County”), pursuant to and in strict compliance with all laws applicable to the County, desires to transfer cash from one fund to another for 
the purposes of supporting several county entities. WHEREAS, presently the County has budgeted monies for the following transfer:
CURRENT FUND AMOUNT OF TRANSFER  Transfer To REASON FOR TRANSFER
General Basic Fund 01000-10300-814-
99-102

  $193,390.00 Conservation 60215-10000-9000-22  50% General Operating Transfer

General Basic Fund 01000-10300-814-
99-690

  $52,826.00   Veterans Affairs 60205-1000-9000-21  50% General Operating Transfer

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County, Iowa, directing the County Auditor to proceed with the general operating transfers, the 
amount of transfer to the appropriate fund, mentioned above, due to the reason mentioned; said transfer is between budgetary funds.
Roll call vote was as follows, Ayes: Lukensmeyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Motion carried and resolution duly adopted. Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker 
to approve Memorandums of Understanding for CICS Employees for FY2027. All ayes.
Motion carried.
Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer to approve a resolution amending Franklin County Handbook Section 2.9 “Reimbursable Expenses/Credit Cards”. Roll call vote 
was as follows, Ayes: Lukensmeyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Motion carried and resolution duly adopted. Changes were made to the “Reimbursable Travel Expenses” 
section of the policy. The full resolution may be obtained from the Auditor’s office or on the County website. Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker to approve a 
resolution amending Franklin County, Iowa General Policies & Procedures Manual Section 2.6 “Franklin County Claims Processing Policy”. Roll call vote was as follows, Ayes: 
Lukensmeyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Motion carried and resolution duly adopted. The following was added to the “Process” section of the policy: Meal expenses will 
not be reimbursed if the employee has access to a continental breakfast at a place of lodging or a meal that is part of a seminar, conference, or an approved meeting. Agendas 
must be included when submitting expense reimbursement claims. If no agenda is available, this must be noted on the claim reimbursement form. A full copy of the resolution 
may be obtained from the Auditor’s office or on the County website. Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer to approve Change Request #2 from Carl A. Nelson 
regarding the Courthouse Electrical Update. All ayes. Motion carried.
The Supervisors discussed a request received from Rita Wilkinson to make the Courthouse property for handicap parking for the car show in August. The Supervisors would like 
the organizers to complete a use request form for the parking lot and be the ones to manage it.
The Auditor will respond to Wilkinson with this information. The Auditor updated the Supervisors regarding some of the impacts of SF2472 (Property Tax Reform). This includes 
the county losing $266,784 in credits that used to be backfilled by the state by the end of FY2028. Chairman Vanness adjourned the meeting at 10:26AM until Tuesday July 14th, 
2026, at 8:30AM at the Franklin County Courthouse for a regular session. ATTEST: Chris Vanness, Chairman Katy A. Flint, Auditor & Clerk to the Board 

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, 2026
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Director Job Accouncement
Job Announcement: Franklin County Conservation Board is accepting applications for 

the position of Conservation Director. Salary: $73,486-76,460/yr. Visit www.franklincoun-
tyia.gov.  to view opening and application. Deadline: July 27th, 2026 at 4PM.

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, and 22, 2026

Sheffield Public Library Bills Paid July 2026
Sheffield Public Library Bills to be Paid July 2026
Presented at the July 2026 Regular Board Meeting

Vendor .............................................................. Description ...................... Amount
Absolute Science .............................................. Summer Reading ...............$375.00
Amazon ............................................................. Business Act.................... $1,755.65
D & L .................................................................. Utilities.................................. $18.00
Demco ............................................................... Office Supplies................... $163.94
FNBO (VISA) ..................................................... VISA.................................$1,936.85
Grout Museum District ...................................... Summer Reading ...............$375.05
Jared Price ........................................................ Operations..........................$200.00
MidAmerica ....................................................... Utilities................................ $131.00
North Iowa Libraries Collaborating ................... Operations.......................$1,050.53
Payton Plagge ................................................... Repairs/Maint ..................... $150.00
Plastic Recycling ............................................... Repairs/Maint ..................... $105.78
Quill.................................................................... Office Supplies .................. $139.95
Visual Edge IT ................................................... Utilities ................................$130.11
Total .............................................................................................................$6,531.86

The above claims, which includes those covering the invoices attached hereto, were 
presented and approved.

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, and 22, 2026

LET THESE BUSINESSES SERVE YOUR NEEDS IN DUMONT!

Do it best with
Dumont

Harken Lumber
641-857-3842  •  Dumont, IA

DUMONT IMPLEMENT 
SALES   PHONE 857-3216   SERVICE

DUMONT, IOWA 50625

Jamie Winkowitsch, Owner/Stylist 
By Appointment Only

11235 Hwy. 3
Dumont, IA 50625

Delivering prescriptions to Dumont Monday-Friday

CALL 641-456-2510
104 1st St. NW • Downtown Hampton

“Full Line Pharmacy”

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

DUMONT
611 Main Street
Ph. 641-857-3285
Mon. thru Sat.
8 a.m.–6 p.m.

ALLISON
Main Street

Ph.319-267-2650
Mon. thru Sat. 7:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

This space is reserved for you!
Contact us at 

sales@hamptonchronicle.com
to help sponsor

CICS Governing Board Minutes June 25, 2026
Story County Administration Building

Board Members Present: John Cochrane, John Derryberry, 
Andrea Dickerson, Bill Dodds, Lisa Heddens, Richard Lukens-
meyer, Gary Rayhons, Dawn Rudolph, Deb Schildroth, Ju-
lie Smith. Members Absent: Dennis Quinn, Jenni Stevenson, 
Brandon Talsma, Christine Timmerman. Staff Present: Meghan 
Freie, Jen Sheehan, Russell Wood, Lisa Hill.
Motion to approve the June 25, 2026 agenda. Motion by 

Lukensmeyer, second by Schildroth. All ayes, motion carried.
Motion to approve the May 28, 2026 minutes. Motion by Schil-

droth, second by Lukensmeyer. All ayes, motion carried.
Wood stated that there are reappointments to the Governing 

Board for Lukensmeyer, Rayhons and Smith.
Motion to reappoint Lukensmeyer, Rayhons and Smith by Der-

ryberry, second by Schildroth. All ayes, motion carried. Lukens-
meyer, Rayhons and Smith abstained.
Motion to nominate Derryberry as Second Vice Chair by Smith, 

second by Rayhons. All ayes, motion carried.
Wood presented the appointments for Erica Lindaman, Sarah 

Strohman to District 2 Advisory Council Appointments; Thomas 

Cizek, Sandy Daisy, Kim Dawson to District 3 Advisory Council; 
and Kasarah DillonCampbell, Amber Gale, Kellie Elliott-Kap-
paros, Kaydee Layne to District 6 Advisory Council. Motion to 
approve the appointments by Rayhons, second by Smith. All 
ayes, motion carried.
Wood presented the reappointments of Sandy Mireless, LeAnn 

Rimmer for District 2 Advisory Council. Motion to approve the 
reappointments by Smith, second by Rudolph. All ayes, motion 
carried.
Wood presented the reappointments of Beth Plautz in District 

2, Monica VanHorn in District 3, and for Codie Amason for Dis-
trict 6 Chairs of Advisory Councils. Motion to approve the re-
appointments by Cochrane, second by Rayhons. All ayes, mo-
tion carried.
Wood presented staff MOUs for Aimee Grubb in District 6 at 

a rate of pay of $28.85 and Nadene Hungerford in Districts 2 
and 3 at a rate of pay of $28.85. Motion to approve staff MOUs 
by Dickerson, second by Schildroth. All ayes, motion carried. 
Lukensmeyer abstained.
Wood presented the staff wage agreement as follows:

and MOUs for FY27. Motion to approve the staff wage agree-
ment and MOUs for FY27 by Derryberry, second by Cochrane. 
All ayes, motion carried. Lukensmeyer abstained.
Wood presented the ISAC 28E FY27 HIPAA Agreement. Mo-

tion to approve the ISAC 28E FY27 HIPAA Agreement by Dick-
erson, second by Rayhons. All ayes, motion carried.
Wood presented the DAP claims for May 27 and June 9, 2026. 

Motion to approve the DAP claims for May 27 and June 9, 2026 
by Lukensmeyer, second by Smith. All ayes on roll call vote, 
motion carried. Wood also presented the DAP May Expendi-
ture Report.
Wood stated the final budget has been approved by HHS. 

There were no changes made to the budget approved by the 

Board at the May meeting.
Dodds joined the meeting at this time and Wood presented 

the changes to the CICS 28E. Motion to approve the CICS 28E 
Agreement by Cochrane, second by Smith. All ayes on roll call 
vote, motion carried.
The July meeting will be on July 30 at 1:00 pm in the CICS Con-

ference Room in Hampton at the Franklin County
Resource Center located at 123 1st Avenue SW.
Motion to adjourn by Dickerson, second by Dodds. Meeting 

adjourned.
Lisa Hill, Recording Secretary 
Deb Schildroth, Board Chair

DAP Claims May 26, 2026
Barker Financial LLC, Rent ........................................... 312.50
Central Services 2-5-12 Inc, Buildings-Rental ...........1000.00
Crest Services, On-Going Rent Subsidy......................645.85
Duncan Heights, Care/Keep .......................................1508.32
El Roi Enterprises LLC Alyssa, On-Going Rent Subsidy503.00
Elderbridge, Support .....................................................500.00
First Resources Corporation, On-Going Rent Subsidy 850.00
Franklin Co CRC, Buildings-Rental .............................. 607.34
Meghan Freie, Mileage.................................................. 425.58
Happy Living Rentals Melody Ki, Rent.........................1070.74
Inspiring Lives Prairie View M, Care/Keep ....................577.11
LaBase, LLC, Srvs ........................................................550.00
Lisa R Loux, Emp Mileage & Other Expen.....................111.65
Northeast IA Agency on Aging, Buildings-Rental......... 190.00
Optimae LifeServices Inc, On-Going Rent Subsidy...2838.95
Paradigm Ventures LLC, On-Going Rent Subsidy .......250.00
Pathways Behavioral Services, Buildings-Rental ........ 100.00
Prairie Ridge Healthcare, Srvs .....................................300.00
REM Iowa Community Srvs, On-Going Rent Subsidy .350.00
Angela R Rodamaker, Reimb........................................ 100.05
Scenic Acres, Srvs ........................................................250.00
Southern IA Mental Health Ctr, Buildings-Rental .........300.00
Story County Auditor, Buildings-Rental ........................ 185.00
Tiger Knight LLC, Srvs ..................................................604.00
Trilix Marketing Group Inc, Srvs....................................600.00
USPS, Pstg.................................................................... 156.00

Starla Varrelman, Emp Mileage & Other Expen ...........350.90
VEIT, LLC, Srvs ............................................................. 121.52
Russell Wood, Reimb.................................................. 1122.30
Grand Total................................................................16480.81

DAP Claims June 9, 2026
Cooper Bleu Holdings, LLC, Buildings-Rental .............650.00
Kasarah H Dillon-Campbell, Ed & Training Serv .......... 261.00
Kasarah H Dillon-Campbell, Emp Mileage & Other Expen ......

....................................................................................... 1541.35
First Resources Corporation, On-Going Rent Subsidy 450.00
Kimberly A Fletchall, Ed & Training Serv ........................ 15.95
Kimberly A Fletchall, Emp Mileage & Other Expen ......403.83
Franklin County Auditor, Acctg,Audit,Clerical Serv....2882.99
Franklin County Auditor, Salaries of Reg Emp .......390431.55
Imagine the Possibilities, Inc , Srvs ............................ 6047.02
Mediacom, Telephone Service ..................................... 119.99
Danielle J Reetz, Reimb................................................ 618.43
RingCentral, Inc, Telephone Service............................ 879.81
Router12 Networks, Srvs ................................................90.00
Rural Policy Partners C. Renee, Ed & Training Serv..3000.00
Jennifer Sheehan, Ed & Training Serv...........................175.16
Jennifer Sheehan, Emp Mileage & Other Expen..........158.34
Megan M Taets, Emp Mileage & Other Expen...............329.15
Visa, Trng/Sup............................................................. 1713.23
Waverly Utilites, Telephone Service ............................. 104.95
Woolstock Mutual Telephone Asn, Telephone Service ..55.00
Grand Total.............................................................. 409927.75

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, 2026

CICS Governing Board Minutes/Claims 6.25.26
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CT OFFICER DEED
Grantor(s): Douglas D. Ellingson Estate, 

Jason M. Ellingson (Executor)
Grantee(s): Jason M. Ellingson, Christo-

pher C. Ellingson, Jennie M. Rush, Loise 
Klein
Legal Description / Tract Location: 36-90-

22 N2 NW PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue Exempt | Re-

cording Fees: $17.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Janaan Harding (Trustee), 

Douglas D. Ellingson Trust, Douglas D. 
Ellingson Estate, Jason M. Ellingson (Ex-
ecutor)
Grantee(s): Jason M. Ellingson, Christo-

pher C. Ellingson, Jennie M. Rush
Legal Description / Tract Location: 36-90-

22 N2 NW PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue Stamp Ex-

empt | Recording Fees: $17.00
Additional Details and Comments: Trust-

ees WD & Section 614.14 Affidavit; IMGED

AFFIDAVIT OF TRANSFER
Grantor(s): Lena May Winters (Life Estate)
Grantee(s): Steven L. Winters, Ryan M. 

Winters, Dee Ann Keninger, Connie L. 
Sparks
Legal Description: Tract Location: 13-92-

20 S2 NW PART UNDIV 1/2 INT, 14-92-20 
S2 SE PART UNDIV 1/2 INT, 14-92-20 SW 
PART UNDIV 1/2 INT, 24-92-20 S2 NW 
PART UNDIV 1/2 INT, 13-92-20 SW PART 

UNDIV 1/2 INT, 24-92-20 N2 NW UNDIV 
1/2 INT
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $0.00 | Re-

cording Fees: $52.00
Additional Details and Comments: Affida-

vit of Death Terminating Life Estate; IMGED

QUIT CLAIM DEED
Grantor(s): Sergio Solis
Grantee(s): Martha A. Moya Zeballos
Legal Description / Tract Location: 5-92-

22 W2 SW BLK 5 LOTS 1 & 2
Financials / Fees: Revenue Stamp Ex-

empt | Recording Fees: $12.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

CT OFFICER DEED
Grantor(s): Eunice May Brandt Estate, 

Benson Clouse (Executor)
Grantee(s): Kathy Benson Clouse
Legal Description / Tract Location: 33-92-

20 SE SW PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue Stamp Ex-

empt | Recording Fees: $17.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Latimer Development Corpo-

ration
Grantee(s): Kenneth Schuler, Karen 

Schuler
Legal Description / Tract Location: LATI 

Latimer Harriman's 1st BLK 1 LOT 1
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $8.80 | Re-

cording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$6,000.00

Additional Details and Comments: GWH 
Exempt; IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Christensen Farms Midwest 

LLC
Grantee(s): Summit Pork- III LLP
Legal Description / Tract Location: 30-90-

19 NE SW PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $1,760.80 | 

Recording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$1,100,517.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Christensen Farms Midwest 

LLC
Grantee(s): Summit Pork III LLP
Legal Description / Tract Location: 13-91-

21 NE NW PART, 13-91-21 NW PARCEL A, 
13-91-21 NW PARCEL B
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $1,320.00 | 

Recording Fees: $32.00 | Consideration: 
$825,388.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Compro Casas LLC
Grantee(s): Daniel P. Massoth, Melody A. 

Massoth
Legal Description / Tract Location: LATI 

Latimer Miller's BLK 3 LOT 3
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $191.20 | 

Recording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$120,000.00
Additional Details and Comments: GWH 

Exempt; IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Ruth Berghoefer (Trustee), 

Clifford Berghoefer (Trustee), Ruth Ber-
ghoefer Trust
Grantee(s): Gladys Betten 2006 Irrevoca-

ble Trust (c/o Marlene Bauman)
Legal Description / Tract Location: HAMP 

PKRDG LOT 22 UNDIV 1/2 INT, HAMP 
PKRDG LOT 23 UNDIV 1/2 INT, HAMP 
PKRDG LOT 24 UNDIV 1/2 INT
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $391.20 | 

Recording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$245,000.00
Additional Details and Comments: GWH 

Exempt; Declaration of Value (DOV) in-
cludes #20261129; IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Ruth Berghoefer (Trustee), 

Clifford Berghoefer (Trustee), Clifford Ber-
ghoefer Trust
Grantee(s): Gladys Betten 2006 Irrevoca-

ble Trust (c/o Marlene Bauman)
Legal Description / Tract Location: HAMP 

PKRDG LOT 22 UNDIV 1/2 INT, HAMP 
PKRDG LOT 23 UNDIV 1/2 INT, HAMP 
PKRDG LOT 24 UNDIV 1/2 INT
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $0.00 | Re-

cording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$245,000.00
Additional Details and Comments: GWH 

Exempt; Included on DOV #20261128; 
IMGED

CHANGE OF TITLE
Grantor(s): Ronald F. Paine Estate
Grantee(s): Diana L. Paine
Legal Description / Tract Location: HAMP 

BEED2 BLK 27 LOT 3, HAMP BEED2 BLK 
27 LOT 2 PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $0.00 | Re-

cording Fees: $17.00
Additional Details and Comments: Affida-

vit of Surviving Joint Tenant for Change of 
Title to Real Estate; IMGED

WARRANTY DEED
Grantor(s): Diana L. Paine
Grantee(s): Susana Calles Sosa
Legal Description / Tract Location: HAMP 

BEED2 BLK 27 LOT 3, HAMP BEED2 BLK 
27 LOT 2 PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue: $207.20 | 

Recording Fees: $17.00 | Consideration: 
$130,000.00
Additional Details and Comments: GWH 

Exempt; IMGED

QUIT CLAIM DEED
Grantor(s): Michael Uhlenhopp, Christine 

Uhlenhopp
Grantee(s): Jeffrey Uhlenhopp, Amanda 

Uhlenhopp
Legal Description / Tract Location: 5-92-

22 W2 SW SUBDIV BLK 2 LOT 5 PART
Financials / Fees: Revenue Stamp Ex-

empt | Recording Fees: $17.00
Additional Details and Comments: IMGED

PROPERTY TRANSFERS

Monday, July 6
Hampton Police Department 
No Report Available

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 1:01 AM: Suspicious activity - 

Grant St, Coulter
• 7:24 AM: Prisoner transport - 

14th Ave, Eldora
• 8:29 AM: Misc/ - Balsam Ave, 

Dows
• 8:46 AM: Suicide - Hwy 3, 

Coulter
• 9:02 AM: Controlled burn - 210th 

St, Sheffield
• 10:00 AM: Lost articles - Hwy 

65, Hampton
• 12:20 PM: Identity theft - S Van 

Kirk St, Latimer
• 2:07 PM: Trespass of real prop-

erty - Heather Ave, Coulter
• 2:57 PM: Misc/ - N Oak St, Iowa 

Falls
• 5:20 PM: False 911 calls - Juni-

per/30th St, Iowa Falls
• 7:56 PM: Fire/ - Hwy 3, Latimer
• 8:04 PM: Assist isp - I-35 SB 

MM 166, Latimer
• 8:20 PM: Misc/ - Sheffield, Shef-

field
• 11:13 PM: Traffic stop - I-35 NB 

166MM, Coulter
• 11:29 PM: Traffic stop - I-35 NB 

166MM, Coulter

Tuesday, July 7
Hampton Police Department 
• 1:00 AM: Ambulance Call, 400 

Block 2nd Ave SW, in Hampton
• 2:10 AM: Alarm, Southside Ele-

mentary, in Hampton
• 2:57 AM: Alarm, 500 Block 4th 

Ave SE, in Hampton
• 11:37 AM: Parking Ord., Alley 

Behind Koerner Whipple, in Hamp-
ton
• 11:44 AM: Found Articles, Hwy 

3 In Front Of Cemetery, in Hamp-
ton
• 1:28 PM: Property Exchange, 

Hampton, in Hampton

• 2:19 PM: Property Exchange, 
400 Block 4th Ave SE, in Hampton
• 2:44 PM: Telephone Call, 100 

Block 2 St NW, in Hampton
• 2:51 PM: Misc/, 300 Block 2nd 

St SE, in Hampton
• 3:15 PM: Misc/, 100 Block 2nd 

St NW, in Hampton
• 3:24 PM: Ambulance Call, 400 

Block 2nd Ave SW, in Hampton
• 4:00 PM: Fire/, 1700 Block Cen-

tral Ave East, in Hampton
• 8:17 PM: Fire/, 700 Block 4th 

Ave NW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 12:11 AM: Traffic complaints - 

Gull Ave, Coulter
• 12:39 AM: Booking information - 

5th St SW, Hampton
• 5:34 AM: 10-50 Car - deer - 

Grouse Ave/N 200th St, Latimer
• 8:21 AM: Telephone call - No 

Address, Franklin County
• 8:24 AM: Misc/ - Coulter, Coulter
• 8:46 AM: Information - 75th & 

80th St, Bradford
• 9:04 AM: Dog calls - Highway 

3, Hampton
• 10:03 AM: Ambulance call - 

30th St, Ackley
• 10:24 AM: Prisoner transport - 

5th St SW, Hampton
• 10:28 AM: Fraud - Olive Ave, 

Hampton
• 10:54 AM: Traffic complaints - 

Mallard Ave S of 120th St, Hamp-
ton
• 12:16 PM: Telephone call - Mal-

lard Ave, Hampton
• 1:34 PM: Phone call to return - 

Hampton
• 2:14 PM: Information - 90th St/

Mallard Ave, Hampton
• 4:03 PM: Assist hpd - 1700 Blk 

Central Ave East, Hampton
• 5:30 PM: Telephone call - Mal-

lard Ave, Hampton
• 5:41 PM: Trespass of real prop-

erty - 240th and Wren Ave, Shef-
field
• 6:06 PM: Traffic complaints - 

Hwy 65 and 105th St SB, Geneva
• 6:19 PM: Abandoned vehicle - 

40th and Hwy 65, Iowa Falls
• 7:10 PM: Disabled vehicle - 

1600 Blk Hwy 65, Hampton
• 8:49 PM: Suspicious person - 

Hampton
• 9:21 PM: Telephone call - Raven 

Ave, Ackley

Wednesday, July 8
Hampton Police Department 
• 3:14 AM: Parking Ord., 10 Block 

1st Ave NE, in Hampton
• 3:15 AM: Parking Ord., 10 Block 

1st Ave NE, in Hampton
• 3:15 AM: Parking Ord., 10 Block 

2nd Ave NW, in Hampton
• 7:43 AM: Information, in Hamp-

ton
• 2:42 PM: Traffic Complaints, 

900 Block Glendale Park Drive, in 
Hampton
• 2:55 PM: Telephone Call, 600 

Block 7th St SW, in Hampton
• 3:14 PM: False Pretense/Swin-

dle, 0 Block Windsor Blvd, in 
Hampton
• 4:40 PM: Telephone Call, 600 

Block 3 Ave SE, in Hampton
• 5:05 PM: Misc/, 700 Block 6th St 

SW, in Hampton
• 6:10 PM: Ambulance Call, 700 

Block 2nd St SE, in Hampton
• 8:34 PM: Misc/, 300 Block Cen-

tral Ave W, in Hampton
• 9:28 PM: Weather/, 4th St and 3 

Ave NE, in Hampton
• 10:48 PM: Misc/, 700 Block 7th 

St SW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 12:44 AM: Misc/ - Dows
• 7:42 AM: Information - . Franklin 

Co
• 9:28 AM: Medical assist - 210th 

St, Sheffield
• 10:03 AM: Telephone call - In-

terstate 35, Dows
• 10:55 AM: Telephone call - Gil-

man St, Sheffield
• 12:18 PM: Motorist assist - 190th 

St/Olive Ave, Hampton
• 2:34 PM: Ambulance call - Har-

riman St, Alexander
• 2:38 PM: Abandoned vehicle - 

Hwy 3, Latimer
• 5:23 PM: Weather/ - Unk, Hamp-

ton
• 5:25 PM: Warrants-local - Ma-

son City
• 6:30 PM: Prisoner transport - 

Mason City
• 8:02 PM: Booking information - 

5th St SW, Hampton

Thursday, July 9
Hampton Police Department 
• 3:03 AM: Suspicious vehicle 

at Lantern Park Apartments, in 
Hampton
• 5:07 AM: Misc/ at Rolling Prairie 

Trail near Seabee, in Hampton
• 10:17 AM: Misc/ at Walking 

Bridge by Seebees, in Hampton
• 11:56 AM: Fire/ at 400 block of S 

Federal St, in Hampton
• 12:15 PM: Lost articles at Un-

known, in Hampton
• 4:06 PM: Telephone call at 00 

block of 2 St NW, in Hampton
• 9:53 PM: Suspicious vehicle 

at 300 block of Central Ave E, in 
Hampton
• 10:49 PM: Family dispute at 00 

block of 3rd St NE, in Hampton
• 11:28 PM: Misc/ at 00 block of 

2nd St NW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 1:30 AM: Welfare check - Dows 

Rest Area, Dows
• 2:53 AM: Ambulance call - Wren 

Ave, Ackley
• 7:24 AM: False 911 calls - Harri-

man St, Alexander
• 9:09 AM: False 911 calls - W An-

drews St, Latimer
• 11:26 AM: Dispatch - Corner of 

Hwy 69/C53, Rowan
• 11:26 AM: Controlled burn - 

Finch Ave, Coulter
• 12:41 PM: Information - 110th 

St/Mallory Dr RR Crossing, Hamp-

ton
• 2:18 PM: False 911 calls - 95th 

St, Hampton
• 4:32 PM: Traffic complaints - 

I-35 MM 157 NB, Dows
• 5:48 PM: Weather/ - Olive and 

170th, Chapin
• 5:56 PM: Suspicious activity - 

Wright Ave, Meservey
• 10:06 PM: Traffic stop - Cardinal 

Ave, Dows
• 11:33 PM: Booking information - 

5th St SW, Hampton

Friday, July 10
Hampton Police Department 
• 12:21 AM: Suspicious Activity at 

Central Ave E, in Hampton
• 12:27 AM: Medical Assist at 7th 

Ave SW, in Hampton
• 5:59 AM: Ambulance Call at 7th 

Ave SW, in Hampton
• 8:31 AM: Parking Ord. at 200 

Block 8th St NW, in Hampton
• 8:59 AM: Services/traffic Ctrl at 

3rd Ave SW, in Hampton
• 10:40 AM: Juveniles at S Feder-

al St, in Hampton
• 11:03 AM: Parking Ord. at 1st St 

NW, in Hampton
• 11:29 AM: Juveniles at Shar 

Denn Dr, in Hampton
• 1:17 PM: Vacation Watch at 2nd 

Ave SW, in Hampton
• 1:44 PM: Animals (except Dogs) 

at 600 Block 1st St NE, in Hampton
• 2:06 PM: Parking Ord. at 100 

Block 1st St NE Alley, in Hampton
• 2:59 PM: Telephone Call at 1st 

Ave NW, in Hampton
• 3:04 PM: Dog Calls at Central 

Ave E, in Hampton
• 5:58 PM: Harassment at 5th St 

SE, in Hampton
• 8:03 PM: Traffic Stop at 1st Ave 

And 3 St NW, in Hampton
• 8:35 PM: Residence/building 

Check at 1st Ave NW, in Hampton
• 9:33 PM: Traffic Stop at Olive 

Ave N Of Hwy 3, in Hampton
• 11:09 PM: Misc/ at 10th St NW, 

in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 6:09 AM: Assist HPD at 7th Ave 

SW, Hampton
• 7:40 AM: Animal On Roadway at 

West of 255th St, Sheffield
• 8:44 AM: Misc/ at 105th St/Hwy 

65, Geneva
• 9:32 AM: Controlled Burn at 

50th St, Ackley
• 10:58 AM: Controlled Burn at 

140th St, Latimer
• 11:30 AM: Misc/ at 200th St, Al-

exander
• 11:49 AM: Disabled Vehicle at 

Mallard And 40th St, Iowa Falls
• 1:23 PM: Controlled Burn at 

170th St, Latimer
• 3:42 PM: Traffic Stop at On 

Ramp 135 Sb At 170, Alexander
• 4:01 PM: Medical Assist at I-35 

Mm 154 Sb, Dows
• 4:05 PM: Motorist Assist at 

190th And Grouse, Latimer
• 4:22 PM: Weather/ at 255th, 

Sheffield
• 4:45 PM: Simple Assault at Bal-

sam Ave, Alexander
• 6:25 PM: Booking Information at 

100 block of 5th St SW, Hampton
• 6:55 PM: Misc/ at Grant St, 

Coulter
• 10:50 PM: Traf f ic Stop at 

Kildeer/Hwy 3, Latimer

Saturday, July 11
Hampton Police Department 
• 5:11 AM: Ambulance Call - 400 

Block of 12th Ave NE, in Hampton
• 10:09 AM: Animals (Except 

Dogs) - 400 Block of 8th Ave SW, 
in Hampton
• 12:46 PM: Misc/ - 200 Block of 

1st Ave NE, in Hampton
• 1:16 PM: Ambulance Call - 700 

Block of 2nd St NE, in Hampton
• 3:18 PM: Phone Call To Return 

- 400 Block of Central Ave E, in 
Hampton
• 3:29 PM: Medical Assist - 600 

POLICE & SHERIFF REPORT
Beth E. Reinhart Charitable Trust

c/o Sandy Benson
P.O. Box 894

Mason City, Iowa 50401
Phone: 641-430-4563

Email: bethcharitabletrust@outlook.com

Applicants must be a “public charity” within the meaning of In-
ternal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) or Internal Revenue Sec-
tion 170(c)(1).

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on June 24, July 1, 8, and 15, 2026

Cerro Gordo County Probate No.: TRPR029750

Notice of Intent to Fill Vacancy
cial election, a valid petition requesting a special election must 
be filed with the City Clerk within fourteen (14) days after the 
publication of this notice or within fourteen (14) days after the 
appointment is made. If no such petition is filed, the appointment 
shall be for the period until the next pending election as defined 
in Section 69.12 of the Code of lowa. Eligible electors of the City 
of Coulter, Franklin County, Iowa, wanting to be considered for 
the appointment should submit a request in writing to the City 
Clerk's office by 12:00pm on Wednesday, July 22, 2026.
Jory Rapp, City Clerk
PO Box 5
Coulter, IA 50431

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, and 22, 2026

HAMPTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION MINUTES
THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026, at 6:00 P.M.

The Hampton City Council Regular Session Meeting was called to order at the Hampton 
City Council Chambers by Mayor Birdsall at 6:00 p.m. Council members in attendance 
were James Davies, Jeanne Fay, Jerre Grefe, Bill Holmstrom, Barry Lamos and Kristin 
Roode. Also present were City Manager Ron Dunt, Police Chief Mark Morrison and Pub-
lic Works Director Doug Tarr. Mayor Birdsall invited those present to join in the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the U.S. flag.
Mayor Birdsall called for a motion to approve the agenda. Motion by Fay, second by 

Grefe to approve the agenda. Motion approved unanimously.
Mayor Birdsall read the Mayors Leadership Statement.
Council Workshop Report: No workshop was held.
Public Comment : Matthew Meyer and Jim Meyer voiced their concerns regarding Or-

dinance 411 and requested guidance from the council regarding what they need to do to 
keep having sheep at 1208 Central Ave E.
Public Hearing: None.
Old Business: None.
New Business : FGH Facilities Director, Brad Shupe presented information regarding 

the FGH solar project .
Greater Franklin County Chamber Director, Elisa VanWert, presented a street closure 

request for Christian Motorcyclist Association of Iowa Heartland Rally June 24-
25 . Motion by Davies, second by Grefe to approve the street closure request. Motion 
approved unanimously.
Kalob Hays of ISG presented Pay Applications from Tri-State Construction Group

: #1 in the amount of $7,596.07 and #2 in the amount of $91,613.40 for the Storefront 
Stabilization Project at 4 & 6 1 st St NW. Motion by Grefe, second by Holmstrom to ap-
prove Pay Applications #1 and #2. Motion approved unanimously.
Kalob Hays of ISG presented Change Order #1 in the amount of $597.31, #6 in the 

amount of $7,304.99, and #9 in the amount of $4,681.49 for the Storefront Stabiliza-
tion Project at 4 & 6 1 st St NW. Motion by Davies, second by Roode to approve change 
orders #1, #6 and #9. Motion approved unanimously.
Kalob Hays of ISG requested the council consider the change order authorization meth-

od. Motion by Fay, second by Davies to authorize City Manager Dunt to approve 
Change Orders under $10,000 which are time sensitive to keep the storefront sta-
bilization project on schedule . Motion approved unanimously.
City Manager Dunt presented Pay Application #11 from Henkel Construction for the 

Water Treatment project. Motion by Grefe, second by Fay to approve Pay Application 
#11 from Henkel Construction in the amount of $117,960.27 for the Water Treatment 
Plant Project. Motion approved unanimously.
City Manager Dunt presented information regarding public notice locations for FY27 

in conformance with HF 2490. Motion by Holmstrom, second by Roode to post agenda/
meeting notices of City of Hampton governmental bodies prominently and conspicuous 
on front and rear doors of City Hall and the city website in conformance with HF2490 for 
FY27. Motion approved unanimously.
Jim Davies presented the 2026 Preserve IA Summit report . Motion by Fay, second 

by Roode to receive the 2026 Preserve IA Summit report. Motion approved unanimously.
Approval of claims . Motion by Holmstrom, second by Roode to approve the claims 

as submitted by staff in the amount of $185,148.86. Motion approved unanimously.
Consideration of Approval and Adoption of the Ordinances/Resolutions: Coun-

cil considered Resolution 2026-17 "RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT AND 

BONDS TO HEARTLAND ASPHALT FOR THE 2026-2027 HMA PROJECT.” Motion 
by Fay, second by Grefe to approve Resolution 2026-17. Roll call vote: Ayes: Davies, 
Fay, Lamos, Roode, Grefe, and Holmstrom. Nays: None. Resolution 2026-17 approved 
unanimously.
Ordinance 411: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 55.05 LIVESTOCK, MU-

NICIPAL CODE OF HAMPTON, BY DELETING EXISTING SECTION 55.05 AND RE-
PLACING WITH NEW SECTION 55.05 MUNICIPAL CODE OF HAMPTON."  (second 
reading). Motion by Fay, seconded by Grefe to approve the second reading of Ordinance 
411. Roll call vote: Ayes: Holmstrom, Fay, Grefe. Nays: Lamos, Davies and Roode. Sec-
ond Reading Failed .
Consent Agenda: Mayor Birdsall presented the consent agenda. Motion by Fay, 

second by Grefe to approve the Consent Agenda and the following items: approve pre-
vious minutes as drafted from Thursday, June 25, 2026 Regular Session; schedule the 
next Regular Session for Thursday, July 23, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Hampton City 
Council Chambers; approve Alcohol licensing for: Fareway Stores, 309 Central Ave W. 
Motion approved unanimously.
Staff Reports given by Police Chief Morrison, Public Works Director Tarr and City 

Manager Dunt.
Council Reports given by Fay, Holmstrom, Grefe and Davies.
Mayor’s Report given by Mayor Birdsall.
Motion to adjourn by Davies, second by Grefe at 7:15 p.m. Motion approved unan-

imously.
Attest:
Ron Dunt, City Manager
Mayor Steve Birdsall

FINANCIAL REPORT CLAIMS FOR APPROVAL
VENDOR DESCRIPTION.............................................................................AMOUNT
AHLERS & COONEY PC ATTY FEES............................................................ $198.00
ALTORFER INC REPAIR............................................................................. $6,387.59
AUTO PARTS INC SUPPLY ........................................................................... $490.08
BAHR, LENORA SHELTER DEP.................................................................... $100.00
CASTRO, LINDA REFUND............................................................................. $180.00
CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING SUPPLY.................................................... $352.00
CENTURYLINK PHONE.............................................................................. $1,889.95
CRAIGHTON, LARRY MISC CONTRACT...................................................... $550.00
CRAWFORD ENG & SURVEY INC ENGINEERING................................... $8,040.00
CTI READY MIX CONCRETE ..................................................................... $1,115.00
DIRKS, CHERI MISC CONTRACT................................................................. $600.00
DUMONT TELEPHONE COMPANY PHONE................................................... $80.00
E&E REPAIR REPAIR ...................................................................................... $49.99
EBS LIFE INSURANCE.................................................................................. $261.31
EFTPS FED WH FED/FICA TAX ............................................................... $16,916.77
FAREWAY STORES INC CONCESSIONS ...................................................... $29.08
FRANKLIN CO ENGINEER CONTRACT FEES.......................................... $5,369.54
GORDON FLESCH – NASPO SUPPLY ......................................................... $135.45
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY SUPPLY......................................................... $43.58
GREATER FRANKLIN COUNTY HOT/MOT TAX........................................ $3,392.02
HAMPTON HARDWARE SUPPLY ................................................................. $537.85
HAMPTON MUNICIPAL BAND SUMMER 2026.......................................... $8,500.00

HAMPTON POST OFFICE POSTAGE........................................................... $688.90
HANSELL AG REPAIR REPAIR .................................................................. $1,186.10
HENNICK, BRADLEY SHELTER DEP ........................................................... $100.00
HUNST, RANAY SHELTER DEP ...................................................................... $50.00
INTERNAL REVENUE PCORI FEE.................................................................. $76.34
ION ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIO MISC CONTRACT ............................... $6,950.00
IOWA DEPT OF REVENUE & FI SALES TAX ............................................. $5,882.49
IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES DUES............................................................... $2,976.00
IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES............................................................................. $74.70
IPERS IPERS- PROTECTN ...................................................................... $18,860.81
ISG CONSTRUCTION ADMIN .................................................................... $2,507.50
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL SUPPLY ................................................................ $19.60
J-T MACHINE & TOOL CO SUPPLY ................................................................ $35.00
LA LUZ HISPANA DEPOSIT REFUND............................................................. $50.00
LEXIPOL PROF FEES.................................................................................... $837.54
MAINSTAY SYSTEMS INC PROF FEES ....................................................... $960.00
MEDIACOM PHONE ...................................................................................... $236.90
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CO ELECTRIC................................................ $16,194.38
NELSON SEPTIC SERVICES LL WASTE REMOVAL ................................ $1,250.00
OUTDOOR RECREATION PRODUC EQUIPMENT ...................................... $509.55
PRO EDGE BUILDING SOLUTIO REPAIR .................................................... $150.32
ROCKWELL COOP TELEPHONE PHONE.................................................... $168.86
SECURE SHRED SOLUTIONS SHRED.......................................................... $54.00
SIMONS, KRISTOPHER REIMBURSEMENT.................................................. $40.00
SMALL, DARLA SHELTER DEP..................................................................... $100.00
STANARD & ASSOCIATES INC PROF FEES.................................................. $78.00
STATE WH STATE TAX ............................................................................... $3,697.48
STOCKDALE LAW, PLC ATTY FEES............................................................. $500.00
T-MOBILE PHONE............................................................................................ $14.09
TORRES, JONATHAN SHELTER DEP............................................................. $50.00
US CELLULAR PHONE ................................................................................... $48.15
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO. SUPPLY.............................................................. $525.23
WM TEL - WOOLSTOCK MUTUAL PHONE .................................................... $50.00
DEPOSIT REFUNDS REFUND DATE 07/01/2026......................................... $589.21
PAYROLL CHECKS TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS...................................... $64,419.50
CLAIMS TOTAL ....................................................................................... $185,148.86

CLAIMS BY FUND:
GENERAL FUND....................................................................................... $77,562.74
GENERAL - LOST/POOL FUND................................................................ $13,397.77
LIBRARY FUND .......................................................................................... $7,616.76
ROAD USE TAX FUND ............................................................................. $15,437.87
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND ........................................................................ $52.05
CAPITAL PROJECT - STREETS FUND.................................................... $13,409.54
CAPITAL PROJECT - RICKS FUND............................................................ $2,519.26
WATER OPERATING FUND ..................................................................... $21,370.77
METER DEPOSITS FUND............................................................................. $589.21
SEWER FUND........................................................................................... $32,185.10
SOLID WASTE FUND ................................................................................. $1,007.79
CLAIMS TOTAL ....................................................................................... $185,148.86

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 15, 2026

Hampton Council Minutes/Claims 7.9.26

LET THESE BUSINESSES SERVE YOUR NEEDS IN DUMONT!

Do it best with
Dumont

Harken Lumber
641-857-3842  •  Dumont, IA

DUMONT IMPLEMENT 
SALES   PHONE 857-3216   SERVICE

DUMONT, IOWA 50625

Jamie Winkowitsch, Owner/Stylist 
By Appointment Only

11235 Hwy. 3
Dumont, IA 50625

Delivering prescriptions to Dumont Monday-Friday

CALL 641-456-2510
104 1st St. NW • Downtown Hampton

“Full Line Pharmacy”

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

This space is reserved 
for you!

Call 641-456-2585
to help sponsor

DUMONT
611 Main Street
Ph. 641-857-3285
Mon. thru Sat.
8 a.m.–6 p.m.

ALLISON
Main Street

Ph.319-267-2650
Mon. thru Sat. 7:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
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Enjoy the column?
Now enjoy the podcast

scan here 
to listen

The Hampton Aquatic Center celebrated its 15th birthday with swimming, games, contests, prizes, dancing and birthday cake as community 
members gathered for an evening of summer fun. Look at the photos below.

Mila File throws her hands in the air 
before jumping off the high dive.

Manager Emileigh Eilderts and 
Assistant Manager Sydney Buseman 
judge the biggest splash contest.

Brently Bass takes aim during a game 
of ring toss.

Case Weaver smiles as he speeds 
down the yellow slide.

Lifeguard Irelynd Murray watches 
the yellow speed slide as a partygoer 
splashes into the pool.

Monse Zamorano and Noe Flores 
greet guests and assist visitors at the 
front desk.

The File family stops at the photo 
booth, posing with an inflatable fish 
prop during the pool party.

From left to right, Alyssa George, Max, Kaiser, Ajley, Arianna and 
Nevaeh enjoy birthday cake together.

Diane Weldin poses with her grandson, 
Miles Arenholz, while wearing an 
original "Make a Splash!" campaign 
T-shirt from the successful bond 
initiative to build the Hampton Aquatic 
Center during her time as mayor.

A young partygoer smiles while riding 
down the swirly orange slide.

Lifeguard Silas Buseman, dressed in 
birthday gear, mans the prize table 
during the celebration.

Lifeguard Kendall Eilderts enjoys a 
slice of birthday cake during a break 
from guarding.

Sophie Arends and Assistant 
Manager Sydney Buseman play a 
game of tic-tac-toe during the party.

Friends gather on the shark float while enjoying the pool 
together.

Two young partygoers smile as they 
race down the green slide together.

Bayne Weaver shoots a basketball in the pool basketball area.

Partygoers dance to the Village People's 
"YMCA" during the celebration.

Lifeguard Oziel Trevino in birthday-themed 
gear heading out to his guard station.

Partygoers gather at the prize table to enter drawings 
for a chance to win giveaways during the pool party.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026 HAMPTON CHRONICLE

The Hampton Aquatic Center celebrated its 15th birthday with swimming, games, contests, prizes, dancing and birthday cake as community 
members gathered for an evening of summer fun. Look at the photos below.
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The Hampton Rotary would like to thank the following sponsors of 
the 2026 fireworks show:

Donations may be dropped off at Center One.

Got You Covered
Kwik Star

Midwest Meter Inc.
Sukup Manufacturing

Christensen Diamond Jewelers
J-T Machine & Tool Co

Fareway
First Security Bank & Trust

Lance Studer Customs
Sietsema-Atkinson Funeral Home

Brad Scheideman

Koerner Whipple Pharmacy
Mort’s Water Company

Growthland
Hickman Chiropractic

Hampton Kiwanis

NIACC Franklin County Career Center Grand Opening
Community leaders, educators, business partners and project supporters gathered July 8 for the grand opening and ribbon cutting of the 

NIACC Franklin County Career Center. The new facility showcases modern classrooms, hands-on training spaces and collaborative learning 
environments designed to prepare students for future careers. See photos from the celebration below.

The new NIACC Career 
Center, located at 1276 
Olive Ave., Hampton, 
will provide expanded 
career and technical 
education opportunities 
for area students.

The Advanced Manufacturing Lab 
provides hands-on workforce training 
for students.

Representatives from local school districts, businesses, 
government offices, nonprofit organizations and community 
partners filled the career center for its grand opening celebration.

NIACC Franklin County Career Center 
Director Valeria Gonzalez and NIACC 
President Joel Pedersen stand near the 
office entrance.

The Franklin General Hospital Health 
Lab is one of the specialized learning 
spaces inside the new center.

Brian Wogen, NIACC Director of 
School Partnerships, addresses 
attendees at the grand opening.

Representatives from First Security Bank & Trust gather in the newly 
dedicated First Security Bank & Trust Conference Room. Photo courtesy of 
First Security Bank & Trust.

West Fork Community School District 
Superintendent Mike Kruger speaks about the 
power of partnerships during the grand opening 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of NIACC.

Director of the NIACC Franklin County Career Center 
Valeria Gonzalez speaks during the grand opening 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of NIACC.

Guests gather outside the NIACC Franklin County Career Center for the ribbon cutting.

Doug Foreshoe of Bergland + Cram 
Architecture speaks about the completion of 
the new facility. Photo courtesy of NIACC.

Former Franklin General Hospital CEO Kim Price 
discusses the partnership between FGH and the new 
career center. Photo courtesy of NIACC.
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Ridgestone Senior Golf
BY NED BOHACH

Wow! The boys enjoyed a 
diamond-in-the-rough day. The 
sun was shining, a tad breeze, 
awesome temp and nothing left 
to desire but victory. The boys 
had a total of twenty-eight par-
ticipants show up with genuine 
daggers in their eyes ready for 
victory. Guess that isa bit exag-
gerated as they don’t have that 
much desire left in their old worn 
out bodies! FrankO, Mr. Fearless 
leader, hollered out commands 
and theboys were confused. I 
mean he told them to use this 
tee box on this hole, another tee 
box on that hole and so on. on. 
As they sprinted out the door, 
they all looked at each other and 
wondered who would remember 
those stupid rules. Brad Mul-
ford, Ray Mulford, Nick Mulford 
and Paul Ricke carded a torrid 
62. Brad made an approach from 
110 yards and ker plunk, in she/
he went.By the time the scores 
got back to the clubhouse, one 

was 120, another was 130, and 
Brad's was 140. Anyhow it was 
a neat shot. Their group won an 
Alaskan walleye supper at 
the Sahara Supper Club; 
however, it closed 30 
years ago.The sec-
ond squad—Mark 
Kramer, Denny 
Foss and Leon 
Root—shot a 65 
as did the group 
of Dave O’Connor, 
Mike Paine and Ran-
dy Peter. The latter group 
won the prize on a tie-break-
er and each won an evening 
on Lake Sheffield in a canoe! 
The fourth spot went to Doug 
Hahn, Wayne Maier, and Phil 
Strand with a 67. They were 
seen in the clubhouse sulking, 
even sobbing with excuse after 
excuse for not winning it all! 
The fifth unit, securing a spot 
in the $$$$$$ was Denny Foss, 
Dick Brown and Ed Hert with 
a smooth 68. They couldn't be 
too smooth or they would have 

won. The sixth place went to 
Darryl Peter, Tom Severe and 
Steve Heeren with a 69. Steve 

was sulking as he said he 
left his game at home, 

Tom was pouting as 
he could not make 
a putt, and Darryl 
was laughing at 
them and could 
do no good! The 

seventh squad of 
Dennis Campbell, 

Al Menninga and Doug 
Erbe fired a 70. That fin-

ish gave them a bundle like 
$500, I guess, don’t quote 
me on that! The eighth squad 
was Larry Fanny, Les Hurd 
and Jerry Nelson with a 70 
which won them zippo, zilch, 
noddings and ZERO. Oh they 
hadplenty of IF’S but that 
didn’t change their score. The 
battle-bomb squad consist-
ed of Don Greimann, Frank 

Schnoes and Steve Birdsall. 
They fired so many shots that 
they were all sweating profusely 

and had to be dragged into the 
clubhouse.Let’s look at reality 
here: three supposedly golfers 
shot 73, now folks that’s after 
they thought they were gonna 
win!One of the shots of the day 
was our fearless leader FrankO 
from behind a line of trees he hit 
a low liner that bounced on the 
cart path, ran through the sand 
trap, across the green, came back 
down the hill, and went into the 
cup. Sounds like a TALL tale to 
me but who am I to judge? Thus 
ends one more chapter in the ad-
ventures of the senior BOYS at 
Ridgestone golf course. Al told 
me that golf is more than a game, 
it keeps us humble. Denny told 
me he can’t wait to eat on the 
moon, heard the food was ex-
cellent however no atmosphere! 
Doug H. toldme his golf swing 
is like a group of muscle spasms.
That’s it folks last week it was so 
hot our cold water came out of 
the faucet boiling! 

SPORTS

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE 

HAMPTON — Oziel 
Trevino has been named 
the Athlete of the Week, 
recognizing his contribu-
tions as a versatile athlete 
for the Bulldogs. 

A 16-year-old entering 
his junior year at Hamp-
ton-Dumont-CAL High 
School, Trevino has be-
come a familiar face in 
Bulldog athletics.

He competes in foot-
ball, basketball, and soc-
cer, embracing every 
opportunity to represent 
his school while continu-
ing to challenge himself 
as a multi-sport athlete. 
During the summer, he also works as a lifeguard at the 
Hampton Aquatic Center, where his commitment recently 
earned him the Golden Guard title, recognizing his dedica-
tion and outstanding performance on the job. 

While Trevino enjoys competing in multiple sports, 
soccer has provided some of his favorite memories. One 
moment stands above the rest from his sophomore season 
when Hampton-Dumont-CAL advanced in the substate 
tournament.

“My favorite memory is from soccer in our substate 
round,” Trevino said. “I scored the two goals that won it for 
us.”

The performance remains one of the highlights of his ath-
letic career.

“That made me feel really amazing that I got to score the 
two goals and win it for us and make my team go further into 
the round,” he said.

Beyond the game, Trevino said the relationships he has 
built with his teammates are what make athletics meaningful.

“I enjoy memories from practices, games, the bus rides 
and getting to spend time with the team and really be like a 
family on the field,” he said.

Before the start of the sophomore soccer season, Trevino 
set goals of improving on his freshman statistics and earning 
all-conference recognition. He accomplished both by posting 
stronger numbers and receiving 3rd Team All-Conference. 

Trevino’s versatility has allowed him to play several posi-
tions including left midfield, right midfield, center midfield 
and striker while wearing jersey No. 8. 

Although soccer remains one of his biggest passions, he is 
considering returning to baseball next spring after stepping 
away from the sport.

“I really miss it,” he said. “I played all my childhood, and 
I played for a travel team for three years.”

Trevino credits former Bulldog captain Silas Buseman for 
helping shape him into the player he is today.

“He really pushed me, especially my freshman year,” Tre-
vino said. “He took me under his wing and helped me be-
come the player that I am today.”

Looking ahead, Trevino hopes to attend college, earn an 
athletic scholarship and study business. No matter what sport 
he pursues, he said his goal is to continue improving while 
representing Hampton-Dumont-CAL and his community 
with pride.

See you at the Fair!
Franklin General Hospital 

On-Site EMS Support

FREE Watermelon

Our EMS team will be at the fair all week, ready if you need us. 

You’ll see FGH sta� around, don’t be shy!

Friday, July 17th at 3:00pm - until gone

Stop & Say Hi

Proud to care for the community, 
at the fair and all year long. 
Providing care you can trust, close to home. 

REPORTS: FROM PAGE 15

PAVILION: FROM COVER

Block of 7th Ave SW, in Hampton
• 5:17 PM: Medical Assist - 500 

Block of 1st St NE, in Hampton
• 5:20 PM: Medical Assist - 0 

Block of Armory Lane, in Hampton
• 5:33 PM: Phone Call To Return 

- 200 Block of 1st SW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 7:21 AM: Telephone Call - Ge-

neva
• 8:38 AM: Welfare Check - 30th 

St, Ackley
• 9:11 AM: Misc/ - Nettle Ave and 

Olive, Hampton
• 11:21 AM: Ambulance Call - 

Dorell Dr, Hampton
• 11:30 AM: Neighborhood Com-

plaints - 2nd St, Bradford
• 1:13 PM: Prisoner Transport - 

14th Ave, Eldora
• 1:26 PM: Misc/ - Olive Ave, 

Sheffield
• 1:41 PM: Controlled Burn - 

255th, Sheffield
• 2:05 PM: Traffic Stop - 3rd 

Ave/4th St NW, Hampton
• 2:10 PM: Phone Call To Return - 

Park Ave, Alexander
• 2:41 PM: Controlled Burn - Hwy 

65, Sheffield
• 2:43 PM: False 911 Calls - Dows
• 5:26 PM: Phone Call To Return 

- Highway 65, Hampton
• 7:05 PM: Traffic Complaints - 

I-35 MM160 NB, Latimer
• 9:25 PM: Traffic Stop - Lark/

Hwy 3, Hampton
• 10:07 PM: Attempt To Locate - 

I-35, Franklin
• 11:11 PM: Disturbance - 1st St 

NW/2nd Ave NW, Hampton
• 11:45 PM: Traffic Stop - Hwy 3/

Lemon Ave, Hampton

Sunday, July 12
Hampton Police Department 
• 12:13 AM: Misc, Kwik Star, in 

Hampton
• 1:58 AM: Domestic Matter, Lan-

tern Park Apartments, in Hampton
• 3:10 AM: Parking Ord., 10 Block 

2nd Ave NW, in Hampton
• 2:18 PM: Misc, Bodyworks Fit-

ness Club, in Hampton
• 2:56 PM: Suspicious Activity, 

1000 Block Glendale Park Dr, in 
Hampton
• 3:15 PM: False 911 Calls, 200 

Block 2nd St SW, in Hampton
• 6:17 PM: Assist Other Agencies, 

600 Block 3rd Ave SE, in Hampton
• 6:25 PM: Dog Calls, 10 Block 

6th St NW, in Hampton
• 7:03 PM: False 911 Calls, 800 

Block 4th St SE, in Hampton
• 7:06 PM: Assist County De-

partment, 1000 Block Hwy 65, in 
Hampton
• 7:58 PM: Civil Disputes, 100 

Block 1st Ave SW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice
• 12:26 AM: Dog calls – Hwy 3, 

Hampton
• 12:34 AM: Vandalism – Grant 

St, Coulter
• 2:16 AM: OWI – 2nd St NW / 

Central Ave W, Hampton
• 2:43 AM: Booking information – 

5th St SW, Hampton
• 4:42 AM: Stolen property of-

fense – Latimer
• 7:17 AM: Ambulance call – Ben-

nett Dr, Sheffield
• 7:39 AM: Traffic complaints – 

I-35 SB, Dows
• 9:07 AM: Traffic complaints – 

I-35 SB, Dows
• 10:48 AM: Traffic stop – Balsam 

Ave, Hampton
• 10:54 AM: Traffic stop – 1800 

Block Balsam, Hampton
• 11:15 AM: Telephone call – Cen-

tral, Hampton
• 12:11 PM: Telephone call – 

190th St, Hampton
• 1:43 PM: Prisoner transport – 

5th St SW, Hampton
• 2:11 PM: Controlled burn – 

190th St, Latimer
• 2:50 PM: False 911 calls – Blue-

bell / 80th, Dows
• 3:16 PM: Controlled burn – Tim-

ber Ave, Hampton
• 3:44 PM: Dog calls – Nuthatch 

Ave / 70th, Bradford
• 3:59 PM: Medical assist – Quail 

Ave, Hampton
• 6:05 PM: Controlled burn – Net-

tle Ave, Hampton
• 6:24 PM: Traffic stop – Mallard, 

Hampton

• 6:38 PM: Assist other agencies 
– Ackley
• 6:50 PM: Arrest – 100 Block 

Hwy 65, Ackley
• 8:03 PM: Booking information – 

5th St SW, Hampton
• 8:12 PM: All other larceny – 

170th St, Hampton
• 8:32 PM: Traffic complaints – 

Cardinal Ave, Alexander
• 9:01 PM: Assist other agencies 

– Alexander
• 9:41 PM: Traffic stop – I-35 SB, 

Hampton

Bulldog Baseball outmatched at North Polk
BY JON MOHWINKLE
RadioOnTheGo Sports

The Hampton-Dumont-CAL 
baseball team was outmatched 
in Friday’s 3A Substate 2 first 
round game, falling 17-0 in four 
innings at #5 (3A) North Polk, 
as aired on 104.9 KLMJ.

The Comets were crisp in all 
areas and could not be slowed 
down. They scored six runs in 
the first inning, four in the sec-
ond and seven in the third to 
build an insurmountable lead. 
Racking up 12 hits, they had a 
solo home run, three triples and 
a double with an elite offensive 
unit. Pitcher Grady Sprouse 
limited the Bulldogs to just 
two hits. Three Bulldog errors 
helped North Polk’s cause.

“It really didn’t matter 

what we threw,” Head Coach 
Matt Lokenvitz says. “They’re 
well-disciplined on a good hit-
ting team. They threw the fast-
ball in the zone and they were 
ready to hit it. They threw a 

curve ball around the zone and 
they were just taking that pitch. 
Then a curve ball or slider or 
whatever that went in the zone. 
They’re flicking their hands at it 
and just poking it out to the out-

field. So they’re well coached. 
They did not pull the ball on 
the ground very often, which is 
what you need to do. If you’re 
to pull the ball, you got to ele-
vate it. They were hitting it real-
ly hard on the ground the other 
way, which is exactly what you 
teach. They’re just, like I said, 
they’re very well coached. Wy-
att Zoske does a great job as a 
coach here with their program, 
and they’re gonna be tough. If 
they don’t make it to state, I’d be 
surprised.”

Iz Wickwire had a double 
and Jakob Rodriguez had a sin-
gle for the only two hits. Wil-
liam Vosburg had one strikeout 
and six walks.

Hampton-Dumont-CAL’s 
season has ended at 6-23.

Fair Board President Jacob 
Ackerman said the project is 
intended to benefit both the fair 
and the community.

“I think it’s important to the 
fairboard and the community: 
one, for newer updated build-
ings; two, the versatility of the 
building for the off season, get 
more events into the area to 
hopefully help the economy of 
Franklin County, and ultimately 
the fair too.”

According to the Fair Board, 
the project carries a fundrais-
ing goal of $7 million, which 
includes contingency funds to 
help cover unforeseen expens-
es. Ackerman said construc-

tion will begin after the 2027 
Franklin County Fair if the 
plan moves forward. If enough 
pledges are secured, construc-
tion will begin; otherwise, the 
timeline would shift to after the 
2028 fair.

Ackerman said the existing 
livestock pavilion was orig-
inally intended as a tempo-
rary structure after a previous 
building was condemned and 
removed. 

“The last one we had was 
condemned after breaking and 
we had to take it down,” Ack-
erman said. “And this one’s just 
not quite as big as we would 
like. It doesn’t have all the luxu-

ries that we’d like in it, too.”
The proposed pavilion is 

designed to improve the ex-
perience for exhibitors and 
spectators alike. During fair 
week, Ackerman said the fa-
cility would provide additional 
conveniences for 4-H and FFA 
members while creating a more 
functional layout for livestock 
shows. 

“I’m just hoping for ease of 
show days and stuff like that,” 
Ackerman said. “Going to have 
some bathrooms in it, so there's 
closer room for them to change 
and use the restrooms.”

The board also envisions the 
building being used throughout 

the year for educational pro-
grams and community events.

“Then in the off season, 
hopefully 4-H and FFA can do 
different events there and help 
kids learn.”

During the meeting, resi-
dents asked questions about 
parking, ventilation, livestock 
capacity, future expansion, 
rental opportunities and how 
the building could accommo-
date activities beyond the an-
nual fair. Board members said 
they also discussed using the 
facility for livestock shows, ro-
deos, vendor events and other 
community gatherings.

Ackerman said one of the 

board’s priorities has been de-
signing a versatile facility that 
serves multiple purposes. 

“For one it will be all under 
roof for the most part,” he said. 
“It’ll have the Ag learning cen-
ter in it, so you can enjoy the 
animals and walk through the 
learning center, climate con-
trolled, and the show pavilions 
will provide comfort for the 
spectators during the show and 
the exhibitors.”

When asked why commu-
nity members should support 
the project, Ackerman pointed 
to its long-term impact on both 
the fairgrounds and the local 
economy.

“Look at the impact that it's 
going to play in the area,” Ack-
erman said. “And how we’re 
going to focus on keeping all 
the money local and benefit the 
local companies doing it.”

The meeting concluded with 
attendees submitting written 
comments indicating whether 
they supported the project and 
offering additional suggestions 
as the Franklin County Fair 
Board continues refining its 
plans before launching a public 
fundraising campaign.

COUNTY FAIR: FROM COVER
Thursday, followed by the Led 
Zeppelin tribute band Get The 
Led Out on Friday and country 
music star Craig Morgan on 
Saturday.

Sunday’s grandstand will 
feature Muddy Mayhem Figure 
8 racing to close out the fair.

Agriculture remains at the 
heart of the fair, with livestock 

shows scheduled throughout 
the week and youth exhibi-
tors showcasing projects they 
have worked on. The fair also 
includes demonstrations at 
Grandpa’s Farm, the North 
Central Iowa Model Railroad 
Club exhibit, contests, educa-
tional activities and live music 
at Mort’s Water Gazebo.

Thursday’s schedule in-
cludes the Franklin County Fair 
Queen Coronation, along with 
the Fair Princess and Prince and 
Little Miss and Mister corona-
tions. Families can also enjoy 
activities such as the scaven-
ger hunt and musical chairs 
throughout the day.

Fair officials encourage visi-

tors to review the daily schedule 
before arriving. 

The Hampton Chronicle will 
provide coverage of the Frank-
lin County Fair throughout 
the week, including livestock 
results, feature stories, pho-
tographs and highlights from 
events across the fairgrounds. 




