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Bulldogs Lead By
Serving Community

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — Hampton-Dumont-CAL High
School students spent part of their summer giving
back to the community by volunteering their time to
assist the Church of the Living Word with a cleanup
project.

According to Hampton-Dumont-CAL High
School Principal Matt Trosky, the opportunity came
after the church reached out to coaches Cole Miller
and Colin Muller seeking help with summer clean-
ing projects. Students answered the call by assisting
with moving old furniture and removing various

materials from the church.

Approximately 15 to 20 students participated
in the service project. The group included students
entering high school as freshmen as well as upper-
classmen, representing multiple grade levels and
athletic programs.

Trosky said community service is an important
part of the school’s culture and reflects the district’s
commitment to developing students beyond aca-
demics and athletics.

“One area of pride in our high school is giv-

See BULLDOGS:
Page 7
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Hampton-Dumont-CAL High School students gather outside the Church of the Living Word after
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volunteering their time to assist with summer cleanup efforts. The project was led by coaches Cole Miller
and Colin Muller as part of the Bulldogs' commitment to serving the community.

Former Rick's Pharmacy Project
Moves Forward Downtown

BY ELIAN TREVINO .
HAMPTON CHRONICLE -

HAMPTON — Work is under-
way at the former Rick’s Phar-
macy property in downtown
Hampton as the city begins re-
moving the deteriorated rear por-
tions of the long-vacant buildings
while preserving and securing
the historic two-story structures
facing First Street NW.

According to Hampton City
Manager Ron Dunt, the back por-
tions of the buildings had deteri-
orated beyond repair, prompting
the demolition work.

“The back portions were de-
teriorated beyond repair,” Dunt
said.

The project marks another
step in a years-long effort by the
city to address a property that has
sat vacant since Rick’s Pharmacy
closed at the end of 2016.

Owned by Richard Grote,
Rick’s Pharmacy served Hamp-
ton for 34 years before closing
Dec. 31, 2016. At the time, Grote

ey

said shrinking business and in-
creasing federal regulations made
it impossible to continue operat-
ing. He had previously stopped
accepting insurance after reim-
bursement rates no longer cov-

L4 ‘&.ﬁ‘.u SHE N

Demolltlon has begun in the aIIey behind 4 and 6 First St. NW the
former Rick's Pharmacy building.

ered prescription costs, leaving

too few customers paying out of

pocket to sustain the business.
Although Grote had consid-

See PHARMACY:
Page 9

Two Hampton men arrested on
meth charges following trafflc stop

BY MITCH WILLIAMS
RADIOONTHEGO NEWS

Two Hampton men were arrested on drug
charges following a traffic stop and the execution of
a search warrant in Hampton late Tuesday and early
Wednesday.

According to Franklin County Sheriff Aaron
Dodd, a deputy stopped a 1994 Mazda in the 400
block of 12th Avenue in Hampton late Tuesday. The
driver, 45-year-old Andrew Buttshaw of Hampton,
and passenger, 24-year-old Vicente D. Guevara of
Hampton, were taken into custody after a Franklin
County K-9 alerted to the presence of narcotics.
Deputies say methamphetamine was found in the
vehicle.

Buttshaw and Guevara were each charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession
with intent to deliver more than five grams of
methamphetamine.

Following the traffic stop, deputies obtained a
search warrant for a residence at 115 10th St. N.W.
in Hampton. The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office
was assisted by the Hampton Police Department and
the Hardin and Butler County sheriff’s offices in
executing the warrant. Authorities say illegal items
were seized during the search.

Photo courtesy of Sheriff Aaron Dodd of Andrew
Buttshaw (left) and Vicente Guevara (right)

Buttshaw was additionally charged with three
counts of unlawful possession of prescription drugs.
Emily Buttshaw of Hampton was cited and released
for possession of drug paraphernalia.

Following an initial court appearance, Buttshaw
and Guevara were each held on a $25,000 cash-only
bond before being transported to the Hardin County
Jail.

hamptonchronicle.com

Franklin Co.
Attorney
Attends
FBI Law

Enforcement
Meeting

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

DES MOINES - Franklin County Attorney
Andrea Miller joined more than 130 Iowa law
enforcement officials Monday, June 29, for a
meeting with FBI Director Kash Patel to discuss
issues affecting communities across the state.

The meeting brought together law enforce-
ment leaders from across lowa, including repre-
sentatives from small and large communities, to
discuss ways agencies can work together on chal-
lenges such as online scams, human trafficking
and drug-related cases.

Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird said the
meeting was an opportunity for law enforcement
officials from different levels to come together
and discuss solutions.

“I think this is the first time that I know of]
in my memory, that we’ve had the FBI director
here in Iowa meeting with all levels of law en-
forcement leadership,” Bird said. “We had peo-
ple from small departments to big departments,
big counties, small counties, county attorneys...
talking about how we can work together.”

See FBI:
Page 18
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Photo courtesy of the lowa Attorney General’s
Office. lowa Attorney General Brenna Bird

and FBI Director Kash Patel participate in a
meeting with lowa law enforcement officials. The
discussion focused on collaboration between
agencies and issues affecting communities
across the state.

YFC Breakfast
Raises Support
for Summer Camp

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — Community members gath-
ered Friday morning for the Youth for Christ
(YFC) Breakfast, helping raise funds to send lo-
cal middle and high school students to summer
camp. The fundraiser, held at the YFC building
in Hampton, featured pancakes, sausage, coffee
and juice. Freewill donations from the breakfast
will help offset camp costs, making it possible
for more students to attend this summer.

Ryne Reyes, who joined YFC in September,
said the breakfast was about more than raising
money. It also gave community members the
opportunity to learn more about YFC and the
students it serves. “We’re mainly here for the
students, but we also want to be here for our
community as well,” Reyes said.

Reyes first became involved with YFC in
2022, working with incarcerated youth before
returning to the organization last fall. He said
his favorite part of the ministry is building rela-
tionships with young people. “My favorite part
is getting to know their stories,” Reyes said. “I
believe everyone has a story and deserves to be
heard.”

Reyes added that YFC strives to provide stu-
dents with encouragement, mentorship and a
place where they know they are valued. Proceeds
from the breakfast will help reduce the cost of
attending YFC camps. Middle school students
will attend Wildwood Hills Ranch in Madison
County, while high school students will travel to
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.

Student volunteers also assisted with serv-

See SUMMER CAMP:
Page 2
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Try Disc Golf Event Planned at East Park

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON - Fresh air, exercise and
a little friendly competition are all part of
what keeps people coming back to disc golf.

Now, the community will have the op-
portunity to see what the sport is all about
during a free “Try Disc Golf” event on Sat-
urday, July 11, at the Hampton Rotary Disc
Golf Course in East Park.

Organizers Steve Huling and Jeff
Winters hope the event introduces more
children and adults to the sport, which con-
tinues to grow in popularity because of its
accessibility and low cost.

“We want to provide children through
adults with an introduction to the sport,”
Huling said. “The first nine holes of our
course are very beginner friendly and can
be played even if soccer is going on. We’d
love to see more people out enjoying this
free activity and hopefully some will start
playing on a regular basis.”

The event is designed for beginners and
experienced players alike, with organizers
offering age-specific sessions through-
out the day. Children ages 12 and younger
will participate from 9 to 10 a.m., followed
by ages 13 to 17 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Organizers Jeff Winters and Steve Huling
at the disc golf course.

Adults ages 18 and older are invited from
1to2 p.m.

Participants do not need to bring any
equipment. Discs will be provided during
the event, giving newcomers an opportuni-
ty to learn the game before purchasing their
own. Used discs will be available for $5
after the event, and new discs are available

through Hampton Hardware.

For Huling, the sport offers more than
just a chance to throw a disc.

“I enjoy disc golf because you get a lot of
walking in,” Huling said. “I can play with
my family members. My grandkids enjoy it,
and my son and son-in-law are very good
at it. With practice, you can get proficient
fairly quickly, especially compared to reg-
ular golf, which I played for years. It’s been
rewarding to see the improvement that I’ve
made in just three years.”

The sport is played similarly to tradi-
tional golf, with players throwing a flying
disc toward a series of metal baskets while
attempting to complete each hole in the
fewest throws possible. Whether played ca-
sually with friends or competitively in tour-
naments, Winters and Huling say the game
appeals to players of nearly every age and
skill level.

The July 11 event is intended to intro-
duce more community members to the
Hampton Rotary Disc Golf Course while
encouraging residents to take advantage
of one of Hampton’s outdoor recreational
amenities.

For more information, contact Jeff Win-
ters at jwinters5878@gmail.com or Steve
Huling at hulingsteve@gmail.com.

Hampton Public Library Earns Top State

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — The Hampton Public Li-
brary has earned Tier 3 accreditation from
the State Library of lowa, marking another
milestone for the local library and the ser-
vices it provides to residents throughout
Hampton and Franklin County.

For Library Director Suzy Knipfel, the
recognition reflects the dedication of the li-
brary’s staff and Board of Trustees to serv-
ing the community while being responsible
stewards of taxpayer dollars.

“The accreditation acknowledges that
Hampton Public Library continues to strive
for excellence in providing exceptional
service and resources to our community,”
Knipfel said. “It serves as a great bench-
mark to how we serve our patrons and how
the Board of Trustees as well as myself
continue to be fiscally responsible when it
comes to taxpayer’s dollars.”

Receiving the accreditation also brings a
sense of accomplishment to those who work
behind the scenes to keep the library oper-
ating each day.

“It’s wonderful to know we are doing
our best here and it certainly gives us a real
sense of pride that we are succeeding in our
primary mission,” Knipfel said.

While patrons may simply see shelves of
books, children’s programs and communi-
ty events, earning Tier 3 accreditation in-
volves months of preparation and extensive
documentation.

Knipfel said completing the accredita-
tion application is a time-consuming pro-
cess that requires submitting numerous
documents, including the library’s strategic
plan, mission statement, bylaws, library
history, the City of Hampton’s code of or-
dinance, Americans with Disabilities Act

Accreditation

compliance information and policy updates
approved by the Board of Trustees during
its monthly meetings.

Other requirements include maintain-
ing an acceptable book budget for the size
of the community, ensuring staffing levels
meet the library’s operating hours and doc-
umenting circulation statistics based on the
city’s population.

“Filing an accreditation application is
very time consuming,” Knipfel said. “Many
documents need to be submitted.”

The accreditation also carries benefits
for the community. Knipfel said the li-
brary’s Tier 3 status allows it to receive the
highest percentage of state funding avail-
able through the accreditation program.

“Anytime we receive more funding, it
is passed on to our patrons and communi-
ty through increases in book buying, more
programs and increasing more children’s
activities,” she said.

As the library looks toward the future,
Knipfel said she is equally proud of its past.

“I am most proud of the fact that 120
years after the City of Hampton agreed
to build a library, that we are still going
strong!” Knipfel said. “This would not be
possible without a strong community con-
tinuing to support us. The City Council
also continues to support us. [ am also very
proud of the impact our library has had over
the years with the thousands of patrons who
have walked through our doors.”

Although the accreditation is a signifi-
cant achievement, Knipfel sees it as moti-
vation to continue building on the library’s
success.

“The accreditation process will contin-
ue to set the standard here at the library,”
she said. “We will continue to offer excep-
tional service to our customers as well as to
our community. Our hope is to continue to
grow and adapt to the needs of the citizens
of Hampton as well as Franklin County.”

The achievement highlights the library’s
continued dedication to providing excep-
tional service for the Hampton community.

Hampton Municipal Band Celebrates 105

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — After 105
years of bringing live music
to the community, the Hamp-
ton Municipal Band wrapped
up another summer season of
Tuesday on the Town concerts,
continuing a tradition that has
connected generations of resi-
dents through music.

Band Director Chris Sauke,
who is in his 17th year leading
the group, said the longevity
of the band is one of the things
that makes it special.

“For 105 years, people in
Hampton have been gathering
together and celebrating mu-
sic during the summer,” Sauke
said. “I think that’s just really
cool to think about.”

Each season, Sauke re-
searches which musicals, pop-

Years of Music

Chris Sauke leads the Hampton Municipal Band during its final Tuesday on the Town concert of the
season, marking the conclusion of the band’s 105th year of performances in Hampton.

West Fork Sophomore
Places Third With
GENREad

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

SHEFFIELD — While many
teenagers are still exploring fu-
ture career possibilities, West
Fork High School rising soph-
omore Keifer Huling is already
developing a business designed
to help people discover their
next favorite book.

The 16-year-old recently
earned third place in the 2026
Youth Entrepreneurial Acad-
emy (YEA) Student Pitch
Competition with his busi-
ness concept, GENREad, an
Al-powered reading platform
that combines personalized
book recommendations with
an unlimited digital library and
interactive reading features.
His presentation earned him a
$500 seed prize after competing
against fellow North Iowa high
school students.

Hosted by the NIACC John
Pappajohn Entreprenecurial
Center, the Youth Entrepre-
neurial Academy was held June
15-26 and concluded with a stu-
dent pitch competition on June
30. The free two-week program
gives North Iowa high school
students the opportunity to ex-
plore entrepreneurship through
hands-on learning, mentorship
and business development. Ev-
ery participant receives a $500
NIACC scholarship while also
having the chance to compete
for startup funding.

For Huling, the inspiration
behind GENREad came from a
problem he noticed among read-
ers of all ages.

“I created GENREad be-
cause I noticed that many
people want to read more but
don’t know where to start,”
Huling said. “With thousands
of books available, finding one
that matches your interests can
be overwhelming. I wanted to
create a platform that makes
discovering books simple, per-
sonalized and enjoyable.”

Rather than offering the
same recommendations to ev-
ery reader, GENREad would
use artificial intelligence to
learn each user’s reading pref-
erences. As readers continue
rating books, the recommen-
dations would become more
personalized over time, helping
users discover titles they may
have otherwise overlooked.

Huling said he also hopes the
platform will encourage people
to build stronger reading habits
by creating a more interactive
experience.

“My goal is to continue de-

Keifer Huling accepts a check
recognizing his third-place
finish for his business idea,
GENREad, during the Youth
Entrepreneurial Academy
competition.

veloping GENREad into a com-
plete reading platform,” he said.
“I envision it offering person-
alized book recommendations,
unlimited reading, book clubs
with reading progress tracking
and features that learn from
users’ ratings to provide even
better recommendations over
time.”

The app’s built-in book clubs
would allow friends and fellow
readers to follow each other’s
progress through a book, creat-
ing opportunities for discussion
while keeping everyone on the
same page.

Although Huling was confi-
dent in his idea, presenting it to
a panel of experienced business
leaders was still a challenge.

“Presenting at the Youth En-
trepreneurial Academy was an
exciting and rewarding expe-
rience,” Huling said. “It chal-
lenged me to communicate my
idea clearly and confidently.
Earning third place was some-
thing I was proud of because it
showed that the judges believed
in the potential of GENREad.”

Huling said the academy
changed the way he views
entrepreneurship.

“YEA taught me that entre-
preneurship is about solving
real problems, listening to cus-
tomers and continuously im-
proving your idea,” he said. “It
also showed me the importance
of planning, teamwork and pre-
senting a clear business vision.”

The final recognition provid-

See GENREAD:
Page 7

SUMMER CAMP: FROM COVER

From left, LeAnn Strother, Alejandro Reyes, Jeanette Reyes and
Ryne Reyes help the Youth for Christ fundraising breakfast Friday
morning.

ing breakfast, giving commu-
nity members the opportunity
to meet some of the youth who
will directly benefit from the
fundraiser. Reyes said camp
provides students with oppor-
tunities to build friendships,
strengthen their faith and grow
in a positive environment. He
added that many students are

excited to attend but are con-
cerned about the cost, making
community support especially
meaningful.

“It’s about showing students
that they’re seen, they’re heard
and they’re loved,” Reyes said.
“Not only by Jesus, but by peo-
ple in this community who want
to invest in them.”

ular songs, or music groups are
celebrating major milestones
to help build his weekly pro-
grams. The concerts typical-
ly include a vibrant mix of
marches, medleys, and popular
music.

“I try to pull out every year
when I start thinking about
this and do some research as
to what musicals, what music
groups, what popular songs are
celebrating an anniversary,”
Sauke said.

Preparing for each week-
ly performance takes dedica-
tion from the musicians. The
band rehearses once a week for
about an hour and a half before
performing the next evening,

meaning members must come
prepared to learn and perform
new music each week.

The band has continued to
change throughout the years
as new musicians join and
longtime members step away.
Sauke said seeing younger
players grow alongside experi-
enced musicians has been one
of the highlights of the group.

The season also marked a
special milestone for longtime
clarinet player Donna Dorsey,
who celebrated 67 years as a
member of the Hampton Mu-
nicipal Band.

Dorsey said her love for
music and performing for the

crowd are what have kept her
involved for more than six
decades.

“I like the clarinet. I like
the music. I like pleasing the
crowd,” Dorsey said. “And it’s
just fun.”

Over the years, Donna
has seen the band go through
multiple directors and many
changes, but the purpose has
remained the same — bringing
people together through music.

“It just fills in, and some
people leave, and some of them
pass on, and we just keep go-
ing,” Dorsey said.

For Sauke, the Tuesday on
the Town concerts represent

more than just a performance.
The setting in Bandshell Park,
with residents gathering in
lawn chairs and enjoying live
music together, creates a sense
of community that continues
the tradition started more than
a century ago.

“It’s not pre-recorded mu-
sic, it’s actually live musicians
working hard, playing music
for the enjoyment of the com-
munity,” Sauke said.

As the Hampton Municipal
Band looks ahead to its next
season, the group continues a
tradition that has made music
a part of summer evenings in
Hampton for generations.
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Paddle Cross
Organie r Challenges
State Politicians to
lowa River Race

BY SHAWN DIETZ
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

Riverbend Rally in Iowa
Falls took place over the week-
end, and one of the event orga-
nizers used some of his airtime
during a remote broadcast
promoting the event to throw
down a nautical challenge to
two prominent state politicians.
Michael Krogh organized the
Paddle Cross canoe and kay-
ak races, and publicly invited
gubernatorial candidates Zach
Lahn and Rob Sand to go head-
to-head on the lowa River.
Krogh says it is a perfect oppor-
tunity for the politicians to step
out of their comfort zones.

“It would go a long way to
show what they—if they actu-
ally care about the water that
they say they do, you know. I'm
not trying to be provocative at
all, but, you know, the water’s

in the—in the news a lot. And
let’s come—come out, what
better way to show that you
care about it than to come play
in it. And, I kind of want to see
what they look like doing the el-
ementary backstroke [laughs].
So, yeah, it’s—it’s, you know,
it’s all in good—good fun. But
I think something that’s outside
of the—the usual debate or, you
know, rally type of situation
would be a—a great thing to
show that who we should vote
for in our future leadership.”

There is no word yet on
whether either campaign re-
sponded to the challenge. In all
seriousness, looking ahead to
the November election, both the
Lahn and Sand campaigns say
they welcome a chance to de-
bate this fall, though no official
schedule or locations have been
finalized.

First Bank Hampton
Promotes Eisentrager
to Latimer Branch
Manager

BY SHAWN DIETZ
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

First Bank Hampton has pro-
moted a familiar face to lead
its Latimer branch. The bank
announced Friday, July 3rd, the
promotion of Janae Eisentrager
to Latimer Branch Manager.
Eisentrager, a Latimer native,
brings a quarter-century of
banking experience to her new
role, including five years with
First Bank Hampton, where
she most recently served in the
bookkeeping department.

Bank officials say her ex-
tensive knowledge of bank op-
erations and deep community
roots make her the perfect fit.
In her new leadership position,
Eisentrager will oversee daily
operations, lead customer ser-
vice initiatives, and support
local business development.
First Bank Hampton President

Janae Eisentrager

and CEO Tyler Heeren praised
Eisentrager’s professionalism,
work ethic, and genuine passion
for helping clients, stating that
the bank is excited to see her
step into this vital role.

Eisentrager says she looks
forward to strengthening rela-
tionships and helping local cus-
tomers achieve their financial
goals.

Butler County Relay for Life to hold final annual event

BY MITCH WILLIAMS
RADIOONTHEGO NEWS

After 25 years of bringing the commu-
nity together in the fight against cancer, the
Butler County Relay for Life will hold its
final annual event next week.

This year’s Relay carries the theme “Bee
the Hope,” with participants encouraged to
dress as bees, butterflies, fairies or other
nature-inspired characters while enjoying
an evening of activities and community
support.

Relay for Life Chair Jamie Thompson
says the event will celebrate the Relay’s 25-
year legacy while honoring cancer survi-
vors, remembering those lost to the disease
and raising money for the American Cancer
Society.

“Our committee is about 15 of us and
then we have volunteers that come in and
go throughout the years that help us contin-
ually,” Thompson says. “So there’s proba-
bly about 20 of us, 25 of us that are always
helping. It’s always a great time. We have
obviously our luminaria ceremony, which
is always important with our names being

read for our in memory and in honor of sur-
vivors and those that we remember.”

While this year’s Relay marks the end of
an era, Thompson says the decision to dis-
continue the annual event reflects changes
in how the American Cancer Society sup-
ports local fundraisers, along with declin-
ing attendance as summer schedules have
become increasingly busy with community

celebrations and athletic events.

“Our new corporate person is out of
North Carolina, so we do everything vir-
tually with her, which has made it very
difficult,” Thompson says. “It is hard for
us in rural communities, because we are
community first, and we know everybody
and anybody that is on our committees. We
know everybody and anybody that is on our
survivor lists. So I think that makes us more
special, and that’s what Relay, for us, has
always stood for, because we know every-
body that’s there. So we are more willing to
put the money towards it and to be helpful,
because we know someone that has been af-
fected by it. Going more virtual has been
difficult because in the rural communities
they don’t have the access to the better in-
ternet to be able to do that, to be online,
(and) to donate as well.”

The 25th and final Butler County Relay
for Life will be held Friday, July 10, at the
Butler County Fairgrounds in Allison. Ac-
tivities begin at 5 p.m. and include a silent
auction, games and activities, food vendors
and the annual luminaria ceremony honor-
ing those affected by cancer.

Correction

In the article "Dows Man Headed
to Trial Following Waverly Assault
Charge" in last week’s edition of the
Hampton Chronicle we wrote Elian
Angel Trevino's age as 21. Trevino is
18 years old.

For up to date news
about neighboring
communities, visit
radioonthego.com

One Dead, Four Injured Following
Clear Lake Watercraft Crash

BY SHAWN DIETZ
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

A 14-year-old Dyersville
girl has died from injuries
suffered during a two-boat
collision on Clear Lake
over the Independence Day
weekend. The teenager,
who was riding as a passen-
ger on one of the watercraft,
later succumbed to her inju-
ries. Her identity has not yet
been released.

According to the Iowa
Department of Natural
Resources, two personal
watercraft carrying five
people collided around 5:30

arrived.

City.

p-m. Saturday (7/4/26) near
the MacIntosh Woods State
Park boat ramp. Passen-
gers on a nearby pontoon
boat immediately rushed
to render aid before mul-
tiple emergency agencies

All five individuals were
transported to MercyOne
Medical Center in Mason

35-year-old Chelsea
Maxwell, an 11-year-old
female, and a 12-year-old
male, all from Greenwood,
South Carolina, were treat-
ed and released Saturday.

A 15-year-old female from
Mason City was transferred
to the Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester, Minnesota, where she
remained in serious condi-
tion on Sunday (7/5/26).

The Iowa DNR is lead-
ing the investigation into
the cause of the collision.
Officers have officially
ruled out alcohol or other
impairments as contribut-
ing factors. The full press
release from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
can be found attached to
this news story at RadioOn-
TheGo.com.

Mason City Man
Arrested On Terrorism
Charges At Clear Lake

Carnival

BY SHAWN DIETZ
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

A Mason City man faces
multiple charges, including ter-
rorism, after allegedly pulling a
gun during a fight at the Clear
Lake Independence Day cele-
bration Saturday night.

According to Clear Lake
Police, officers working se-
curity at the downtown park
were flagged down just before
10:30 p.m. regarding an alter-
cation. Witnesses reported that
a man had displayed a firearm
during the fight. Within min-
utes, foot patrol officers locat-
ed and detained 25-year-old
Darrius Rayshawn Bolden,
who matched the suspect’s de-
scription. Bolden was found in
possession of a handgun match-
ing the weapon reported in the
fight.

Investigators confirmed that
no shots were fired and no inju-
ries were reported. More than a
dozen law enforcement officers
responded to assist. Clear Lake
Police were aided on the scene
by the lowa State Patrol, Mason
City Police, and the Cerro Gor-
do County Sheriff’s Office.

Bolden was arrested and
faces charges of terrorism, pos-
session of a weapon while in-
toxicated, disorderly conduct,
interference with official acts,
and public intoxication.

In a press release, Clear Lake
Police Chief Michael Colby
noted that extra officers would
remain downtown through the
end of the weekend festivities.
Investigators are asking anyone
who witnessed or recorded the
altercation to contact the Clear
Lake Police Department at (641)
357-2186.

Alden man killed In
Highway 20 head-on
crash Wednesday

BY MITCH WILLIAMS
RadioOnTheGo News

A 69-year-old Alden man
was killed Wednesday in a
two-vehicle crash on U.S. High-
way 20 in Hamilton County.

According to the lowa State
Patrol, the crash happened
around noon on the westbound
lanes of Highway 20 near mile
marker 140.

Troopers say a 2017 Chevro-
let Silverado driven by Joseph
Kennedy of Alden was travel-
ing east in the westbound lanes
when it collided head-on with
a westbound 2020 Ram 1500
driven by 40-year-old Aaron
Scott Gomez of Harlingen,

Texas.

Kennedy’s vehicle came to
rest in the median while Go-
mez’s vehicle came to rest on
the outside shoulder.

Kennedy was pronounced
dead at the scene. The Iowa
State Patrol says he was not
wearing a seat belt.

Gomez, who was wearing a
seat belt, was transported to a
nearby hospital, where he later
died from his injuries.

The Iowa State Patrol says
the crash remains under inves-
tigation. The Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office, Webster City
Fire Department and EMS, and
Tony’s Towing assisted at the
scene.

Marshall County UTV
Crash Leaves Two
Seriously Injured

BY SHAWN DIETZ
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

Two people were hospital-
ized with serious injuries fol-
lowing a utility terrain vehicle
(UTV) rollover crash near
Rhodes on the Fourth of July.

According to the Marshall
County Sheriff’s Office, emer-
gency crews responded to pri-
vate property southwest of
Rhodes at approximately 6:27
p.m. Saturday (7/4/26). First
responders located the scene
with the help of bystanders

who witnessed the crash. Both
occupants of the side-by-side
UTYV suffered serious injuries
and were transported via air
ambulances to Des Moines area
hospitals. The names of those
involved have not been released.

The cause of the crash re-
mains under investigation. The
Marshall County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was assisted at the scene
by Life Flight helicopters, Mel-
bourne Fire, Melbourne/Rhodes
EMS, State Center EMS, State
Center Police, and UnityPoint
Health Ambulance.
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BY RICK JANSSEN

Once summer comes my wife
and I get to spend more time
with our grandkids since they
are not in school. Of course,
they are busier now that they are
older, so we don’t get as much
time as we once did. Whenever
we get a chance to be with one of
them, we take it.

A week ago was one of the
times that Dexter was available
for some “play time” with Nana
and Papa. My wife and I had just
come home from a trip to Mason
City and we found Dexter and
his mom at our house dropping
off stuff for a future garage sale.
I mentioned to Dexter that we
were going fishing and he should

headed out to Beeds Lake. We
put the boat in and got our poles
ready for some bluegills. As
we were preparing our poles, I
looked over to the bank, and I
could see some bluegills mak-
ing nests. I knew this would
be a good place to start. It was!
Before I had even gotten my
pole set, Dexter had two fish in
the boat. It was a great start to
the day. We all caught several
more from that spot before we
moved on. Just a bit further up
the bank he caught another fish.
This one was nice sized, and he
asked if we could keep some to
eat for supper. I had not consid-
ered this, but I agreed that if we
caught enough, I would clean
them for supper.

We moved on to spot number
three, and my wife caught the
next fish to add to the live well.
It seemed that wherever I could
find the nests, we could catch a
fish or two before they turned
off. We kept moving down the

bank, but we were not finding
any more fish.

By this time, it was getting
very warm and we were ready to
head home, but we did not have
enough for supper yet. Dexter
suggested that we head back to
some of our earlier spots and
maybe we could catch enough
for supper. I asked him how
many we had in the live well and
he said six. I told him we would
need nine for supper.

We stopped by the same spots

on the way back to the dock and
I managed to catch three more
to add to our catch. It was just
enough so we headed home. 1
cleaned the fish and we ate them
together for supper.

The next day I told Dexter I
was going golfing with a friend
and invited him along. Again,
he agreed. He said he likes driv-
ing the cart the best. We picked
up my friend and headed to the
golf course.

I have some youth clubs that

Dexter uses, and he was anxious
to give them a try. I don’t really
know how to teach someone to
golf, so I just let him swing away
for the first few shots. He was
not having much success to be-
gin with. I then gave him some
basic pointers, and he started
smacking the ball. Of course,
there were several missed
swings in between, but he got
better with each hole.

On a few occasions either my
friend or I would “duff” one off

the tee and he would hit his fur-
ther than us. He thought it was
great fun to tease us about who
hit the ball furthest. How soon
did the trash talk start? I did not
know if he would want to play
18, but when we finished the
first nine, he was excited to keep
going.

By the time we played all
18 he was doing well. When
we finished the round, he said
he could not wait to play again.
When I got him home he told his
mom that NOW his favorite part
of golf was hitting the ball and
his second favorite thing was
driving the cart.

These summer days of fun
will always be cherished memo-
ries to me, as we know that time
will fly by and soon time with
Nana and Papa will be left be-
hind. Enjoy while you can.

Enjoy the column?
Now enjoy the [ClFe

podcast. @53
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Veterans Gather for Evening of Appreciation at
Hampton Senior Center

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON — The Hampton Senior Cit-
izen Center brought local veterans and their
spouses together for an evening of appreci-
ation and fellowship during its annual Vet-
erans Supper on July 6.

The event featured live music at 5 p.m.,
followed by a meal for veterans from across
Franklin County and their guests. The eve-
ning was organized to recognize the service
and contributions of local veterans while
providing an opportunity for them to con-
nect with others in the community.

According to Hampton Senior Citizen
Center Vice President Michael Bridwell,
the Veterans Supper was launched last year
after a member suggested the idea. This
year marked the second time the event has
been held.

The evening was made possible through
personal donations from community mem-
bers, including anonymous contributions
that helped fund the meal and activities.

“We have a lot of veterans in Franklin
County,” Bridwell said. “I’'m a veteran my-

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON - This week, Center
Stage shines on Hampton-Dumont-CAL
senior Noe Flores, a student whose pas-
sion for art, creativity and storytelling
has helped shape his high school experi-
ence. Whether he's behind a camera, on
stage or creating his next piece of art-
work, Flores is always looking for ways
to express himself while encouraging
others to do the same.

Flores stays busy throughout the
school year, participating in drama,
speech, choir, chamber choir, tennis and
Art Club. While each activity has played
an important role in his high school ca-
reer, he says art has become the biggest
part of his life.

One of his favorite classes has been
Publications, where students design the
school yearbook and produce the school
newspaper each quarter. The class allows
Flores to photograph students, staff and
school events while helping preserve
memories for the school community.

"I get to take pictures of the students,
staff and all the events," Flores said. "We
also do the school newspaper every quar-
ter, and it's just a fun class."

Another class that had a lasting impact
was 2-D Art during his first semester.
Flores said the class helped him discov-
er his own artistic style while giving him
the opportunity to spend time doing what
he loves most.

self. We have quite a few here at the senior
center who are either veterans or widows of
veterans, and so it means a lot to the people
in our community.”

The evening included volunteer enter-
tainment, with Dawn Groszkruger playing
piano alongside local singers. Attendees en-
joyed a meal of barbecue pulled pork, cole-
slaw, baked beans, and drinks.

Bridwell noted that the ultimate goal
of the event was to give service members
and their families an opportunity to feel
connected with the center and the wider
community.

“We’re here for them,” Bridwell said.
“We’d be happy to have any of them be-
come full-time members or to see this as a
group that they could be a part of.”

Organizers expressed gratitude for the
strong turnout, noting that this year's sup-
per successfully built upon the foundations
laid during last year's inaugural event. The
Veterans Supper remains one of the premier
ways the Hampton Senior Citizen Center
continues to celebrate those who have made
a lasting impact through their service.

Ranay Hunst, Krysta Weinandy, Lynn
Collins and Raquel Uribe gather before
welcoming veterans and their spouses
to the Hampton Senior Citizen Center's
annual Veterans Supper on July 6.

Outside the
classroom, Flores
enjoys creating
artwork of all
kinds. When he's
not making art, he
likes to relax after
school or catch up
on sleep. During drama and speech sea-
son, however, much of his free time is
spent in rehearsals as he works to perfect
every performance.

"When it's drama or speech season,
I usually go to practices and work hard
to make the things I'm doing perfect,” he
said.

Flores credits Hampton-Dumont-CAL
art teacher Nicole Nelson as one of his
biggest influences. He said Nelson has
taught him that every piece of art is a pro-
cess and that patience is just as important
as talent.

"She has always told me you need to
look six feet away from your piece and
you can see what you need to fix," Flores
said. "She taught me to never give up on
what I love."

One of Flores' proudest accomplish-
ments came during his sophomore year
when one of his photographs was selected
for the NCC Art Show. Despite compet-
ing against many talented photographers,
he earned Best of Photography.

"I was doubting myself that [ wouldn't
win," he said. "When they announced the
awards, I was thrilled. I was in a state of
shock."

One of his favorite memories from
high school came during an Art Club trip
to Des Moines. The group visited the Des
Moines Art Center, Pappajohn Sculpture
Park and Mainframe Studios, where they
explored multiple floors filled with work-
ing artists and creative spaces.

"That was one of the most inspiring
trips I've been on," Flores said. "We all
wanted more time to meet the artists be-
cause time flew by."

After graduating, Flores plans to at-
tend Iowa State University, where he
hopes to major in interior design or
graphic design. While he's still deciding
exactly where his career will take him, he
knows creativity will remain at the center
of it.

Flores also hopes to encourage other
artists to continue improving and believ-
ing in their own work. He enjoys offering
honest feedback to fellow artists because
he wants everyone to reach their full
potential.

"My motto is every artist has their
own perfect vision in their mind," Flores
said. "Even though another person doesn't
think so, always stand for your art."

Girl series.

/
" Reader

of the Week

at the Hampton Public Library

BY BRENDA VAN WERT
CHILDREN'S LIBRARIAN

Reader of the Week at the Hampton Public
Library is Luci Mollenbeck, age 9.

Luci will be in 4th grade this Fall. She is
the daughter of Megan and Jesse Mollen-
beck. Her favorite books are the American
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Keep up with the latest events, stories and news by
following the Hampton Chronicle on Facebook!

By: Noah Regan
This Week's Trivia:

(Answers are printed at the bottom)

Comic Book Edition:

#1: Which two comic books hold the record for most
valuable? One is from 1938 and the other is from 1939.

#2: What is the pen name of the artist born Jacob
Kurtzberg in 1917, who is widely regarded as one of
the the most prolific and influential creators?

This Week in History:

Courtesy: Britannica.com

July 5, 1946: A French designer unveiled a
new swimsuit and named it the bikini, after Bikini atoll in
the Marshall Islands, the site of recent U.S. nuclear
testing. Born: Chuck Close, American artist (1940)

July 6, 1942: Anne Frank and her family went into
hiding in Amsterdam and lived in a secret annex—an
experience documented in her diary, which became a
classic of war literature—until their capture on August
4, 1944. Born: George W. Bush, 43rd president of the
United States (1946)

July 7,1898: The U.S. Congress annexed Hawaii through
a joint resolution signed by President William McKinley
paving the way for the islands to become a territory in
1900 and later a U.S. state in 1959. Born: Ringo Starr,
English singer, songwriter, actor and musician (1940)

July 8, 1497: Vasco da Gama sailed from Lisbon with
a fleet of four vessels, and he ultimately opened a sea
route from western Europe to Asia by way of the Cape
of Good Hope, ushering in a new era in world history.
Born: Beck (Beck David Hansen), American singer/
songwriter (1970)

July 9, 2011: South Sudan declared its independence
after a referendum to secede from Sudan passed
overwhelmingly. Born: Tom Hanks, American actor
(1956)

July 10, 2019: German automaker Volkswagen ended
production of the Beetle, the first model of which had
been introduced in 1938. Born: Arlo Guthrie, American
Folk singer-songwriter (1947)

July 11, 1804: Outraged over disparaging remarks
that Alexander Hamilton had allegedly made at a dinner
party, Aaron Burr challenged his longtime rival to a duel
and fatally shot Hamilton in Weehawken, New Jersey.
Born: Andrew Bird, American musician (1973)

Fascinating Facts:

Comic Book Edition:
* The Hulk wasn't always green: The famous green
monster was originally drawn gray. However, the
printers struggled to keep the gray color consistent
across the pages, so the creators 8 mply changed him
to green starting in issue #2.

* The 1991 release of X-Men #1 holds the Guinness
World Record for the best-selling American & ngle-
issue comic of all time, selling nearly 8.2 million copies

» The world’s largest publicly available comic book
collection belongs to the Library of Congress.
They currently hold over 100,000 individual issues.
Among those are some very rare comics; includes
color microfiche of selected early comic book titles
like Superman, More Fun, Action Comics and special
reprints.

Quality Quotes:

Comic Book Wisdom:
"Dreams save us. Dreams lift us up and tran orm
us. And on my soul, | swear... until my dream of a
world where dignity, honor, and justice becomes the
reality we all share... | won't stop fighting. Ever."
— Superman

"We're not just our failures. As much as what we've
done, we're what we've done next." — Spiderman

"Endurance is more than the ability to bear a hard
thing, but to turn it into glory."
— Alfred Pennyworth (to Batman)

"With great power comes great respons bility."
— Uncle Ben (to Peter Parker)

"The person who helps others simply because
it should or must be done, and because it is the
right thing to do, is indeed without a doubt, a real
superhero."

— Stan Lee

Trivia Answers:

Answer #1: Action Comics #1 from 1938 which
features the first appearance of Superman sold for
a record $15 million. And, Superman #1 from 1939
sold for $9.12 million. It was found tucked away in a

California attic.

Answer #2: Jack Kirby
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Franklin County Showmanship Workshop Success

LAELA RAGSDALE
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION AND OUTREACH

Franklin County — Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach and Tall Corn FFA
hosted a showmanship workshop for youth
in grades K-6th in partnership with the
Franklin County Cattlemen's, Alliant En-
ergy and the Franklin County 4-H Founda-
tion on Saturday, June 27, 2026. Seventeen
youth from Franklin County attended and
learned all about the different areas of live-
stock that are shown at the Franklin County
Fair. Youth from Tall Corn FFA and Frank-
lin County 4-H taught youth about the basic
care of livestock, showmanship techniques,
how to prepare for the fair and more.

Kenley Hansen and Maddie Pralle with
Tall Corn FFA, organized this workshop
in partnership with Franklin County Ex-
tension & Outreach Franklin County. The
girls wanted to provide an opportunity for
older 4-H
and FFA
members to
share their
knowledge
with youth
who are just
beginning to
show or are
interested in
starting. To
do this, they
found oth-
er FFA and
4-H youth to
bring their
livestock
projects to
fair and talk
to the youth
about them.
They found

Hazel Menken teaches
youth, Addi Swieter, AJ
Borcherding and Lydia
Varrelmann about the type
of brush that she uses on
her horse’s face.

Austin Miller, practices leading, Maddie

other youth to bring a goat, horse, cattle,

the FFA and 4-H youth who led each station.

swine, sheep, and a rabbit.

Youth in attendance were split into
groups of three to four and visited every sta-
tion. The youth presenting at those stations
spoke with them for fifteen minutes about
the animal’s diet, grooming techniques,
how showing works, and showmanship tips
and tricks. Many of the youth brought feed
samples, tack, supplies and other items to
use for demonstration. Many of the youth in
each station had the opportunity to interact
with the animals and ask questions to the
youth presenting.

Klayton Plagge brought his meat goat
and taught kids how to train their goats
to lead. Hazel Menken brought her horse,
Willow, a saddle and other tack. She taught
youth about grooming, showing, safety,
and more. Sydney Lyman, an AGWSR
FFA alumni, brought her cattle project,
and shared her knowledge of showing and
fitting. Maddie Pralle brought her swine
project, brought feed samples to share,
and youth were able to brush her pig. Ken-

Kenley Hansen, explains and demonstrates how Sydney Lyman, an AGWSR FFA alumni,

Pralle’s pig around while other youth watch. to set up sheep to stand during a show.

Group picture of the youth who attended, the FFA members who were group leaders, and

ley Hansen brought her sheep and showed

%
&

youth how to show, groom and more! All
youth did an amazing job teaching youth
about their projects.

After youth went through all the stations,
prizes were given out to each attendee.
These prizes were sponsored by the Frank-
lin County Cattlemen and Alliant Energy.
Youth received feed scoops, water buckets,
and manure scoops. Lunch was provided by
the Franklin County 4-H Foundation. The
sponsors of this program are greatly appre-
ciated and allowed all youth to attend at no
cost.

At the end of the program, sixteen out
of seventeen of the youth who attended said
they had learned a new skill, new infor-
mation about livestock, or felt better pre-
pared to show their livestock project. The
4-H and FFA youth who helped set-up, lead
groups and teach youth about their live-
stock learned important leadership skills
and gained experience in sharing about the
importance of livestock in the agricultural
industry.

shows youth how she grooms her cattle.

Feds pull lowa’s ‘healthy food’ SNAP waiver

BY CAMI KOONS
IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

A federal waiver allowing Iowa to re-
strict the types of food that can be pur-
chased with federal nutrition assistance
has been vacated, according to the Iowa
Department of Health and Human Services.

The action follows a federal court ruling
that the waivers, aimed at restricting the
purchase of sugary drinks and sweets, vio-
lated the federal definition of food.

Iowa HHS wrote in a news release
Thursday afternoon that it had directed
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers to update their systems to
allow SNAP participants to again use their
funds to purchase foods within the federal
guidelines.

Iowa’s waiver request was approved by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in May
2025 and implemented Jan. 1, 2026. SNAP
recipients, under the waiver, could not use
their benefits on foods that are eligible for
sales tax. This excluded things like candy
and soft drinks, but also had some gray

A sign at a grocery store shows certain
items cannot be purchased using the federal
nutrition assistance program. (Photo by
Cami Koons/lowa Capital Dispatch)

areas around items like granola bars and
prepared foods, which led some groups to
argue the waiver was confusing to retailers
and program participants.

Gov. Kim Reynolds pushed back on the
court ruling against the waivers and said the
Iowa waiver helped to promote better health
and nutrition.

Reynolds also signed “Make Ameri-
ca Healthy Again” legislation in May that
tasked HHS with implementing waivers
that specified foods purchased with SNAP
benefits were “healthy foods.” These waiv-
ers are contingent on USDA approval.

The HHS news release said the federal
changes will also impact the SUN Bucks
program — a federal nutrition program that
distributes electronic benefit transfer, or
EBT, funds to SNAP participating house-
holds with children during the summer
months.

Iowa opted out of the program the past
two summers, in favor of its own pilot
program that focused on giving eligible
households boxes of healthy food. Reynolds
chose to participate in the federal program
this summer, under the condition that the
benefits would also have to adhere to the
healthy foods waiver.

HHS said in the news release that be-
cause SUN Bucks was underway when the
updated rules took effect, “foods that were
previously eligible before the waiver will be
allowed under SUN Bucks.”

lowa Women
in Agriculture
Conference Celebrates
20 Years on August 6

“Resilience, Innovation,
and Heart in Every Field” is
the theme of the 2026 Iowa
Women in Agriculture Con-
ference set for August 6 at the
FFA Enrichment Center in
Ankeny.

A powerhouse combo of
keynote sessions and concur-
rent workshops led by a select
cadre of speakers will address
ag challenges, offering timely
advice about:

* Commodity market
scenarios

* Soil and water quality
initiatives

¢ Lender's outlook on credit
challenges

* Prospects for a new farm
bill, tariffs, and taxes

* Latest on land values and
transition planning tips

* Dynamic role of women
in the ag industry

The Conference kicks off
at 8:15 a.m., and concludes at
4:30 p.m.

Opening Keynote Panel:
An energetic and insightful
team of ag legislative and
business experts will jump-
start the conference with What
You Need to Know: State and
Federal Legislation, Land Val-
ues,and Taxes: Kelli Klink,
Towa Cattlemen's Association
director of government rela-
tions and public policy; Carrie
Seidel and Chloe Van Etten,
Hertz Farm Management real
estate sales and Erin Her-
bold-Swalwell, legal counsel
at lowa Farm Bureau Federa-
tion and Farm Bureau Finan-
cial Services.

Chad Hart, Towa State Uni-
versity Extension and Out-
reach economist, will deliver
the current wisdom on com-
modity markets and global
trade, as well as agricultural
policies. After two decades
Hart, also a long-time advo-
cate for women in agriculture,
will be stepping down from
his official role.

Have you heard the Good
News? Agriculture's Sweet
Spots will tap the collective
experience of:

* Erin Good, Iowa Beef In-
dustry Council, who will share
good news about spiking con-
sumer demand for protein and
dairy;

* Shea-Lynn Ramthun,
Land Stewardship Project soil
organizer and Cannon Falls,
Minnesota sixth-generation
farmer, who will discuss the
potential of food grade oats
and the opening of farm-
er-owned Green Acres Milling
in Albert Lea; and

* Aimee Bissell, lowa Soy-
bean Association director
from Bedford, who will spread
the good news about biofuels
and biodiesel, high oleic soy-
beans for dairy herd rations,
and other new uses for soy, in-
cluding fire-fighting foam and
concrete.

During the luncheon, Iowa
Women in Agriculture will
shine a spotlight on the re-
cipients of the 2026 IWIA
Lifetime Achievement in Ag-
riculture and Winds of Change
Up and Comer Awards, and
celebrate IWIA's 20th anni-
versary year, as well as the
United Nations International
Year of Farm Woman.

The afternoon’s choice of
breakout sessions will feature:

Alex Slagle, lowa Soybean
Association conservation
agronomist will share prog-
ress underway on the North
Raccoon Farm to River Proj-
ect, and moderate a panel with
hands-on highlights from be-
ginning farmer Paige Gunn
near Scranton, as well as sea-
soned landowner and conser-
vation farmer Chris Henning,
near Jefferson.

Angie Treptow, Farm Cred-
it Services of America will of-
fer her experienced financial
perspective, including inter-
est rate trends and the current
business climate, as well as
key risk-management strate-
gies for borrowers.

Erin Herbold-Swalwell and
Amanda Van Steenwyk, lowa
Farm Bureau Federation farm
business manager, will team
up to present From One Gen-
eration to the Next: Transition
Planning for Success.

Finally, prepare to be chal-
lenged and entertained by
capstone speaker Tyler Schus-
ter. The Texas native is a
multi-generation rancher who
enjoys leveraging her talents
as a storyteller, professional,
and advocate to create oppor-
tunities for others while build-
ing a life uniquely her own.

This year's Welcome &
Networking event features a
luncheon in lieu of an evening
reception. It begins Wednes-
day, August 5 at 10:30 a.m.
with a tour of the historic Wal-
lace House at 756 16th Street
in Des Moines where partici-
pants will learn about Nancy
Wallace, the accomplished
wife of Henry Wallace and au-
thor of the Hearts and Homes
column for Wallaces Farm-
er. The luncheon follows at
HoQ Restaurant, where local
foods are combined to create
global flavors. There we'll
enjoy a private event with
guest speaker, Shae-Lynn
Ramthun, a sixth generation
livestock producer from Can-
non Falls. The pre-conference
tour continues to The World
Food Prize Hall of Laureates
at 100 Locust Street with a
focus on the global contribu-
tions of women in agriculture,
followed by a tailor-made tour
of the Iowa State Capitol, in-
cluding a trip to the top of the
Golden Dome!

Route maps will be provid-
ed to help participants locate
tour sites. The tour will in-
clude a $40 fee.

See CONFERENCE:
Page 10

Report: lowa lost 17% of USDA staff in 2025, impact felt at farmer-facing offices

Analysis of federal data shows impact of cuts to county USDA offices

BY CAMI KOONS
IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture staffing cuts in 2025 have
left county-level service offices
understaffed, according to an
analysis of federal data from the
National Sustainable Agricul-
ture Coalition.

The report found that Iowa
lost nearly 19% of its Natural
Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, or NRCS, staff and 8% of
its Farm Service Agency staff
between January 2025 and Jan-
uary 2026. Both agencies staff
local USDA offices and help
farmers with federal programs
and loans.

Coalition staff and a co-au-
thor at Prospect Partners, LLC,
used data from the U.S. Office
of Personnel Management web-
site and a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request of FSA county
staff changes for the analysis.

Nationally, USDA had a 23%

decline of NRCS staff and 8%
of FSA employees in 2025. The
report said these agencies were
among those “hardest hit” by
the Department of Government
Efficiency led cuts.

The “steepest” losses among
FSA county staff, according
to the report, were county pro-
gram analysts. The report said
these are the staff that produc-
ers “rely on most” to help them
with programs and paperwork.
Nationally, more than 600 coun-
ty program analysts left the de-
partment between January 2025
and December 2025.

According to the report, 34%
of counties across the country
had a net staffing decrease in
FSA county staff and 38 coun-
ties, 2%, started the year with
FSA county staff and ended the
year with none. The coalition
found that net FSA staffing fell
in 47 lowa counties in 2025 and
the state lost a total of 52 FSA

A report shows that the nation lost 8% of Farm Service Agency county
staff and 23% of Natural Resources Conservation Service staff in
2025. These staff, pictured here at a Carroll County Maryland office,
work directly with farmers. (Photo by Preston Keres/USDA)

staff.

The majority of staff left
USDA through the Deferred
Resignation Program, which al-
lowed employees to voluntarily

resign with several months paid,
as part of an initiative under the
Department of Government
Efficiency, or DOGE. A recent
report from Public Citizen esti-

mates the “fork in the road” pro-
gram cost the nation more than
$11 billion.

A USDA spokesperson said
the department is “committed
to providing the quality service
and customer experience” that
producers “expect and deserve.”

“Secretary (Brooke) Rol-
lins understands the array of
mission critical positions and
programs at the Department,
and she will ensure that those
areas, including FSA and
NRCS have the resources and
personnel they need to contin-
ue serving the American peo-
ple,” the spokesperson said in a
statement.

Lack of staff adds to farm-
er stress

Iowa-specific data obtained
by National Sustainable Agri-
culture Coalition showed that
four Towa counties — Appa-
noose, Decatur, Polk and Union

— had no federal or coun-
try-level Farm Service Agency
staff in January 2026.

Aaron Lehman, a Polk Coun-
ty farmer and president of lowa
Farmers Union, said his county
office is now open only one day
a week with an FSA officer.

Lehman said this means the
process of applying for crop
insurance, farm loans and oth-
er programs with the agency
“hasn’t been nearly as straight-
forward” as it used to be.

With 30 years of farming
and navigating USDA programs
under his belt, Lehman said he’s
been able to get things done, but
he said newer farmers, or those
applying to programs outside of
the traditional corn and soybean
commodity programs, are likely
feeling the staff shortages more.

“When you have less people
at your local office, less hours at

See USDA:
Page 10
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Celebrating Independence Day by Giving Independents a Voice

ROB SAND
STATE AUDITOR

Saturday marked America’s
250th anniversary, celebrating
when we declared our indepen-

dence as a nation. Our Found-
ing Fathers stood up to British
tyrants who tried to deny Amer-
icans from having a voice in our
government, and it’s time that
we take inspiration from their
example and fix our broken
political system by giving in-
dependent voters an equal voice
in our elections, and ending the
forced choice between the lesser
of two evils.

Our current election system
forces you to join a private club
in order to exercise your con-
stitutional right to vote, which
disenfranchises independent
voters. That’s wrong, undem-
ocratic, and should be brought
to an end. We celebrate Inde-
pendence Day every year in this

country, so let’s celebrate true
independence by making sure
Iowa independent voters have
the same rights as other voters.

Our current system also
enables rampant corruption
and dysfunction, rewarding
politicians who build a career
attacking the other side with-
out actually solving any of our
problems. That’s wrong, and we
should all be disgusted by it. We
need to eliminate the system
that favors two private clubs,
pits neighbor against neighbor,
and forces lowans to choose the
lesser of two evils.

My proposal: we should have
a single public primary for can-
didates of all political parties,
in which all voters can vote for

their favorite. From that prima-
ry, the top three or four candi-
dates advance to the general
election, regardless of party. In
the general election, lowans can
use approval voting, where you
vote for as many of the candi-
dates that have earned your
support. Then, whoever has the
most support overall wins.

This system will incentiv-
ize candidates to be more civil
and honest rather than spend-
ing their time just attacking the
other side as worse, because
that way more of the voters who
most prefer that opponent will
find them acceptable as well.
And it will push elected offi-
cials to actually get stuff done
for the people who elected them

in the first place, because they
can win approval for it, even
from voters in the opposite par-
ty. Plus, it puts power back in
the hands of voters, not private
clubs with their own interests.
Balance can help unite lowans,
repair our broken political sys-
tem, and solve some of our
state’s toughest challenges.

I’ve been sounding the alarm
about the dangers of the two-
choice system for years because
I’ve watched government insid-
ers prioritize their own bottom
lines or special interests ahead
of doing what’s right for lo-
wans. I’ve seen politicians fail
to do anything to fix our prob-
lems — and in many cases make
them worse. An echo chamber

can’t produce results, no mat-
ter which party is in power. It’s
time to fix that.

Political parties aren’t a pro-
tected class and they shouldn’t
be. We should stop acting like
our current system is the only
possible system — especially
after it’s proven to be broken.
There’s a better way forward,
and that’s by prioritizing the
people and putting public ser-
vice over political affiliation. I
plan to be a governor for all, not
just those who vote for me. Be-
cause this campaign isn’t about
right versus left, but right ver-
sus wrong.

Democrats Revive FDR Court-Packing Scheme to Rig the Supreme Court

“Democrats cIearIy need a history lesson: Court packing was a bad idea in 1937 and it's a bad idea in 2026.”

SEN. CHUCK GRASSLEY
U.S. SENATOR

With the 2026 midterms ap-
proaching and the 2028 pres-
idential election right behind
them, Democrats are raising
a discredited ruse to pack the
Supreme Court with additional
justices.

Just last month, Democrats’

2024 presidential nominee Ka-
mala Harris floated the idea
of Democrats packing the Su-
preme Court as part of a “no bad
idea brainstorm.” Meanwhile,
Democrats in Virginia recently
threatened to pack their state
Supreme Court to circumvent a
ruling they didn’t like.
Democrats have lit the match
for this partisan firestorm and
liberal elites are fanning the
flames. This week The Hill pub-
lished an opinion article claim-
ing, “Expanding the Supreme
Court isn’t court-packing.”
“Adding four seats under the
next Democratic trifecta would
actually be unpacking the
court,” the author argued.
Democrats clearly need a
history lesson: Court packing
was a bad idea in 1937 and it’s a
bad idea in 2026. Nine decades
ago, the nation’s 32nd president
unleashed a sweeping expan-
sion of the federal government
with his New Deal program.

Letter to the Editor Policy

The Hampton Chronicle welcomes the opinions of our
readers in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the
submissions are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking
individuals without supporting documentation or a rational
and legally defensible justification. In any event the
newspaper reserves the sole discretion to decide whether or
not a reader submission will be published. If your letter is
selected it will be run on a single occasion and you agree to
give us the right to publish it in print and digital form. The
Hampton Chronicle will not accept letters that are duplicated,
reprinted, copied, or otherwise reproduced. Letters should be
original, typewritten or neatly handwritten. Letters should
not exceed 300 words. Letters exceeding this length could be
subject to editing and may not be published in their entirety.

The Hampton Chronicle does not as a general rule print
form letters or letters which are also submitted to other
newspapers. We are most interested in sincere personal views
as opposed to canned publicity releases or talking points for
an individual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure
us that their submission is individual and personal, it may be

rejected.

Your Letter to the Editor must include:
* Your full name with signature

* Your complete address
* Your telephone number

Your address and telephone number will not be printed in
the newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper

editorial staff.

Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks
the newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be
published. The Hampton Chronicle reserves the right to end
debate on a topic after both sides have had ample chance to
express their views. The Hampton Chronicle reserves the
right to edit or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on
the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Hampton Chronicle.

Correction and Retraction Policy

The Hampton Chronicle strives for accurate and complete
news reporting but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases
where an error has been made we will run a correction,
clarification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our
goal in any event is to inform readers of corrections clearly and
quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating with the

correct information.

All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next
issue published. The correction will denote the issue, article
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what was
inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. If the
article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online
medium controlled by The Hampton Chronicle, a post will be
made linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.

Amid the Great Depression,
President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt (FDR) sought to ad-
dress high unemployment, a
collapsed banking system, and
an agricultural crisis in rural
America with micromanage-
ment of the U.S. economy.

Congress passed more than
a dozen major laws in FDR’s
first 100 days. Many of those
bumped into our constitutional
system of checks and balanc-
es, which aims to prevent any
one of the federal government’s
three branches from gaining too
much power.

During FDR’s first term,
the Supreme Court ruled that
several New Deal laws usurped
states’ sovereignty, improperly
delegated legislative power to
the executive branch, violat-
ed constitutional authority by
executive overreach, and un-
constitutionally restricted in-
dividual liberties. The bloc of
conservative justices reining
in the president’s authority was
known as the “Four Horsemen.”

FDR cooked up a plan to se-
cure his agenda by reshaping
the court, packing it with judg-
es of his choosing to outflank
the Constitution. In cahoots
with Attorney General Homer
Cummings, they hatched a plan
called the Judicial Procedures
Reform Act of 1937. This would
have allowed the president to
appoint one additional justice
for every sitting justice older
than 70, enabling FDR to in-

crease the number of Supreme
Court Justices from nine to as
many as 15, as well as add up
to 44 judges to lower federal
courts.

Yet the Constitution gives
Congress the sole authority to
determine the size of the feder-
al judiciary. In 1789, when the
Judiciary Act was first signed
establishing the Supreme Court,
Congress set the number at six.
It increased the number as the
country expanded, but that
number has been set at nine
since 1869.

For a brief time, justices
worked double duty and spent
part of the year traveling a ju-
dicial circuit to hear cases;
however, the practice of justices
“riding circuit” ended more
than a century ago. Thus, the
present-day argument to match
the number of Supreme Court
justices to the number of federal
circuits is pure partisan poppy-
cock, much like FDR’s failed
power grab in 1937.

FDR’s duplicitous effort
to pack the court not only
breached the separation of pow-
ers, it also insulted the justices
with the disingenuous assertion
they couldn’t handle the work-
load. FDR told Congress the
justices were “slow and infirm.”
That raised the ire of Chief Jus-
tice Charles Evan Hughes. In
a letter presented to the Senate
Judiciary Committee, he bashed
the court-packing plan, writing
it would “impair” the efficien-

cy of the court, creating “more
judges to hear, more judges to
confer, more judges to discuss,
more judges to be convinced
and to decide.”

FDR used his “Fireside
Chat” on March 9, 1937, to try
and win the court of public
opinion. He described the three
branches of government as a
three-horse team: “Two of the
horses are pulling in unison to-
day; the third is not.”

But the American people
weren’t buying it, and nei-
ther were their elected rep-
resentatives, including a
Democrat-controlled Congress.
Iowa’s own former President
Hoover exposed the outrageous
effort to reduce “the sword of
the people” to “a tool of the ex-
ecutive.” In speeches across the
country, he warned against the
reckless precedent it would set:
“[B]y adding members of the
Court, any succeeding Presi-
dent can do it.”

On June 14, 1937, the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee is-
sued a scathing report on
FDR’s judicial reforms, calling
it “needless, futile, and utter-
ly dangerous.” The committee
urged the Senate to reject the
plan “so emphatically ... that
its parallel will never again be
so presented to the free repre-
sentatives of the free people of
America.” The Senate defeat-
ed FDR’s court-packing plan
a month later, preserving the
Supreme Court’s institutional

integrity.

FDR’s power grab is a teach-
able moment for 21st-century
déja vu Democrats. Since they
can’t bulldoze their policies
through the democratic process,
they want to pack the court to
ensure they never lose.

Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer warned that
Justices Neil Gorsuch and
Brett Kavanaugh would “pay
the price” for adhering to the
Constitution, while House Mi-
nority Leader Hakeem Jeffries
has called the Supreme Court
a “disgrace” and a “corrupt
MAGA majority.” That rhetoric
is reckless and harmful to our
republic. These orchestrated
attacks on the judiciary under-
mine public trust in the institu-
tion tasked with upholding the
rule of law, protecting individ-
ual rights and our system of
checks and balances.

As chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee and a life-
long lowa farmer, I understand
the futility of shutting the barn
door after the horse has bolted.
That’s why I support a constitu-
tional amendment to keep nine
Supreme Court justices on the
bench at a time. As our nation
celebrates the 250th birthday
of America, we must safeguard
the independence of the federal
judiciary to protect our consti-
tutional freedoms and way of
life for generations to come
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Ttie Hternative

FRITZ GROSZKRUGER
COLUMNIST

I’'m at war; war against the
wild cucumbers. It’s not like
the wars my taxes pay for. It’s
defense.

When we moved here in
1981 we planted a windbreak.
Now our grandson is going to
UC Davis to learn landscape
architecture. How about that?
We’ve done that for 40 years,
planting seedlings from the soil
conservation office fundraiser
each year. We protected them
from rabbits and deer. What
was once a prairie is now patch-
es of jungle and meadow.

Our land rises gently out of
the river bottom of the West
Fork of the Cedar River. It
slopes to the north and we se-
lected plants for the windbreak
that thrive in the predominant-
ly wet soil. It was a wet period
when we planted the windbreak.
We walked on boards placed on
the mud so we could plant the
trees and bushes.

We planted green ash, arbor
vitae (white cedar), and dog-
wood bushes. I’ve constantly
overestimated what I could get
done. Bob, the expert, said we
have to manage the weeds to

I’'m a War Monger Too

get the seedlings going. Iowa is
a place against which all other
places are judged when it comes
to growing weeds. A weedeater
and a push-type fenceline mow-
er left me wiped out and not
done. But somehow those seed-
lings grew into a forest.

In 2012 it didn’t rain. The ar-
bor vitae are shallow-rooted and
didn’t need to go deep where we
planted them anyway. After
growing to 30 feet most of them
died in the soil that was drier
than talcum powder on a crack-
er. They make good fence posts
just like red cedar.

The wild cucumbers caught
us by surprise. All of a sudden
(it seemed) some trees were
being smothered by wild cu-
cumbers. Thus started my ob-
session. I pull the vines down
out of the trees and follow them
meticulously to the ground to
pull them out by the roots. Fi-
nally this year I decided to start
early. The dead ash trees...

Oh I forgot. The emerald ash
borer killed all the 30 to 40 foot
tall ash trees a couple of years
ago. That let in light for the
younger generations. We knew
ahead about the borer so we’ve
been planting mostly swamp
white oak for a few years to re-
place them. Some are now over
30 feet tall.

All of the understory loved
the newly found sunshine. The
wild cucumbers like to me-
ander back and forth through
the canary grass, stinging net-
tles, and iron weeds (which is
giant ragweed here). My bare
forearms tingle for two days
after my search and destroy
missions through the nettles.
I Googled wild cucumbers (I
figured they’d give accurate re-
sults on a benign topic like that)
and found that we can eat them
if picked at one to two inches.

Sometimes they intertwine
with field bindweed and then
they are much harder to follow
through the weeds to pull the
root.

I walk, or try to walk,
through five feet of foliage
searching, searching, sweat-
ing, and trying to resist swear-
ing when I stumble over a
fallen branch that I couldn't
see through the exploding
undergrowth.

To be in a place like this and
rarely see a mosquito is proba-
bly one of the weirdest things
I’ve ever experienced. I’'m not
complaining. It’s delightful. But
frightening if taken into per-
spective. There are fewer swal-
lows as well. When we moved
onto the farm, swallows would
line two powerlines for two
stretches between poles shoul-
der to shoulder. It’s nothing like
that today.

The dwindling swallow
numbers look like a canary in
the mine shaft.

Statistics regarding the use
of neonicotinoids (neonics) as
a translocated insecticide have
been proven inaccurate because
seed treatments are often ex-
cluded in the tally. In the 1990s
they were used in foliar sprays.
Starting in 2004 widespread
use on seeds became “insur-
ance” against any possible

insect threat to corn and soy-
beans. That began our decline
in swallow numbers.

It’s interesting to note that
insects are a predator to slugs.
We found our fall planted spin-
ach seedlings were disappear-
ing. I sprayed insecticide to
no avail. Then I looped copper
wire around the plants and they
survived. Slugs are deterred by
a slight electrical charge pro-
duced by the copper on moist
soil. We kill the insects to bene-
fit the slugs, another unintended
consequence.

There are a lot of causation
versus correlation questions
here but the lazy shotgun ap-
proach of “insurance” insec-
ticide treatments is looking
pretty creepy to me. Insects are
a necessary part of our world.
Dawn has found 34 birds listed
on her bird song identifier app
in one morning. They are not
vegetarians. We see just a frac-
tion of that but we hear them in
the morning and it’s enough to
make a musician wonder why
he bothers.

Some insects can be annoy-
ing if they are in the wrong
place but they are necessary.
A plant out of place is called a
weed. It’s a matter of proximi-
ty. If I'm successful in stopping
wild cucumber seed production
here it will preserve our jungle
and the wildlife with whom
we share it. The searching and
sweat, tingling and time will
not be wasted.

To get the bird call identifier
app search Merlin app.

Please comment on my col-
umn with a letter to the editor
or directly to me at 4selfgovern-
ment@gmail.com
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They Say in Order to Practice True Empathy, You Ought to “Walk a
Mile in Someone Else’s Shoes” So | Walked Three...Barefoot

BY ISAAC VOSBURG
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS
ISAAC VOSBURG?

While this may seem like a
completely absurd act (which it
no doubt was), I maintain that
I planned and undertook this
endeavor without an iota of
want for spectacle, and instead
conceptualized this free-foot-
ed 5K in good faith toward my
community here in Nyamuswa,
Tanzania. As a matter of fact, in
the week leading up to my shoe-
less stroll, I had seen numerous
watoto (small children) and
their bibis (grandmothers) out
on their farms with no footwear
whatsoever—thus the inspira-
tion of my eventual emulation.
While it was rarer to see this
in the heart of the village, with
most everyone having procured
some form of sandal, croc, or
other shoe, there were a hand-
ful of kiddos I’d run into in the
same shoeless circumstances.

I wanted to know what that
was like. For context, I haven’t
been a big fan of socks and
shoes, especially in equatorial
weather, ever since I lived in
Malaysia—nearly three years
ago now. While there, my feet
grew calloused from playing
barefoot soccer on a pitch near
my home most nights, furthered
as well by my love of sandals.
In India, too, I had swapped out
my shoes for sandals, partial-
ly for comfort, but also for the
dual purpose of more easily ex-
pressing respect when entering
someone’s home by taking them
off. Tanzania has been much
the same, so in retrospect, I feel
that unclad excursion was fairly
warranted—but I digress.

With my mind now firmly
made about the whole ordeal,
I shifted gears from my usual
evening run last Saturday, and
instead set out with a more re-
laxed pace down the same path,

shoeless. I initially figured my
best bet would be to walk along
the paved roadside for the short
stretch that I could, but after
stepping on a piece of broken
(and luckily, smooth) glass, I
decided not to take any chances.
What I concluded, unsurpris-
ingly, was that the well-trodden
dirt and grass footpath was the
least painful way to go, and,
aside from the occasional thorn,
my hypothesis was proven cor-
rect. My main concern along
this first leg of the journey was
dodging the sheep, goat, cow,
duck, chicken, and donkey
poop that lie like landmines
all around me. In that regard, I
fortunately ended up with full
marks (that is, by ending my
journey unmarked).

What I noticed most acutely
during all of this was, firstly,
the ground beneath my feet—
the way the sand softened my
steps, or the sharp stinging
when a patch of grass concealed
a burr beneath its blades—and
secondly, the stares. I’'m used to
being gawked at by now, espe-
cially by children, considering
I’'m likely one of the only wazu-
ngu (white people) they’ve ever
seen. That evening was certain-
ly a change of pace, because
instead of simply calling out
“Mzungu, mzungu!” to get my
attention, there was a measured
pause from both adults and
children alike (seemingly to fa-
cilitate the notion of “What the
heck?”, for even in the village,
my actions were pretty odd).

And [ was starting to see why
exactly that was. As I turned
away from the pavement and
down the dirt path, I found its
defining feature—sharp rocks
turned up by the motorcycles—
not entirely unlike stepping on
Lego bricks. Luckily, the path
was more often plodded by peo-
ple, bicycles, donkeys loaded
with water, as well as mixed

herds of sheep, goats, and cat-
tle, for which there was a finer
course. In fact, as I approached
the mile mark, the sun setting
upon the horizon, I had seen all
of those assorted individuals
and animals in short order. In
taking this evening as slowly as
I'had, I’d gone so far as to notice
things I hadn’t before, despite
the fact that I’ve run this route
over a dozen times: a citrus tree,
mothers taking clothes down off
the line, the sound of children
playing in the swept-dirt court-
yard of a family’s home, mis-
matched melodies of birdsong.
My feet were numb by this
point, but it didn’t necessarily
take away any of the pain or in-
convenience inherent in the act
of sauntering around shoeless.
There were still sharp stones,
the same occasional thorns, and
plenty of manure to manage my
way around. What I did have,
though, was a more astute un-
derstanding of my surround-
ings, plus a new friend (pictured
above) who had joined me. He
didn’t speak much English, and
I only possessed bare-bones
Swahili, but somehow we
managed along in Swanglish
nonetheless. As we introduced
ourselves, he asked where I was
going and if he could join me. |
encouraged him to, and togeth-
er we made it to the bridge that
acted as my 1.5-mile marker.

By then it was dusk, and
though I could still see the
ground beneath my feet, [ knew
it wouldn’t remain that way for
long. I was exceedingly uncom-
fortable, but the pain had now
become a constant. The fact
that I was now a mile and a half
from home was oddly consol-
ing, as I knew that meant I’d no
longer be walking away from
my finish line. As darkness set-
tled, I came to peace with the
pain in a bit of a poetic way (af-
ter forty-five minutes of march-
ing along unprotected from the
elements, I’d say that poetry
was fair game).

I saw this barefoot boon-
doggle as an analogy for im-
poverishment. We’re all dealt
circumstances in life, thanks al-
most entirely to where and what
socioeconomic status we’re
born into. Most folks here get
sandals; the “middle class” in
America can meanwhile afford
a pair of tennis shoes; a hand-
ful of Beverly Hills-types stroll
out in high-dollar heels from
some European fashion design-
er; and still others can afford to
buy shoes for every person on
the planet without having made
a dent on their exorbitant and
inhumane conglomeration of
wealth.

I, on the other hand (or foot?),
wore nothing. Like millions of
others all over this Earth, who,

through no fault of their own,
were born into impoverish-
ment, I, at this moment, had no
bootstraps to pull myself up by.
I mean that quite literally, as the
notion that someone can simply
work harder to get themselves
out of a tough situation is often
predicated on factors outside of
their control—their metaphori-
cal footwear, which, in the real
world, translates to demograph-
ics, mere happenstance.

As these waves of realiza-
tion washed over me, so too did
the darkness of the night. My
friend was still with me, and
together we began to navigate
our way back home by the head-
lights of passing motorcycles. |
was flooded with an immense
sense of freedom and privi-
lege—fitting for the fact that
this all transpired on the Fourth
of July—knowing that though
the people in this village would
spend their lives working to
find better “footwear,” I could
navigate between my tennis
shoes and bare feet, prosperity
and poverty, the Global North
and the Global South, with rel-
ative ease.

Now, don’t get me wrong,
no place is a monolith, and this
analogy extends to all corners
of the Earth. It’s simply that
in this moment, enveloped in
shadow, starlight, and the songs
of insects and frogs, I felt the
strongest sense of empathy out
of any experience I’ve had here
in the last six weeks.

Having accomplished the in-
tention of my exercise, I contin-
ued to stumble home, each burr
and stone a reminder of why I'd
adventured out this far in the
first place. As the streetlights
from the pavement came into
view, I felt reprieve—an intense
sense of gratitude for the life of
comfort I lead whenever I wear
my shoes.

KATY FLINT
FRANKLIN COUNTY
AUDITOR

I know I’ve been quiet the
last few weeks, but things have
been super busy around here.
We finally wrapped up the Pri-
mary election by running all the
reports for historical purposes,
putting everything away, and fi-
nally moving on....and yes, be-
lieve it or not, in this situation,
moving on means the schedule
for the November 3rd General
Election is already drafted and

Fiscal Year End at the County

we are already looking forward
in our planning.

Even though it seems like
we are jumping right into an-
other election, there are a “few”
other things that are happening
around our office that are in-
credibly important.

* The real estate portion of
our office has received the con-
solidated levy tax rates and are
working to apply all the prop-
erty tax credits & exemptions
and then applying levy rates to
the taxable value of each parcel.
This is the information we pre-
pare and then send to the Trea-
surer’s office so tax statements
can be prepared and sent out in
a month or so.

* The finance portion of
our office is working through
month-end balancing and then
into fiscal year end, and cash
balancing. Once the month end
processes are complete, we can
move into our fiscal year end
processing. This process looks
at everything that occurred fi-
nancially over the past fiscal
year (July 1st — June 30th) and
making sure all our i’s are dot-

BULLDOGS: FROM COVER

ted and t’s crossed regarding the
county finances. We also close
the budget from the previous
fiscal year and open the new
fiscal year. All of this involves
several steps and takes us a cou-
ple weeks. We hope to have this
all wrapped up no later than
July 15th.

* Once fiscal year end is
done, then I move on to cash
balancing. Cash balancing is to
ensure that our June 30th fund
balances match the individual
fund balances on worksheets.
This helps us find any oddities
or discrepancies in the county’s
finances.

» All departments also be-
gin prepping for our annual
audit. Our financials undergo
an extensive audit by an outside
firm each year. Once they have
finished reviewing our financ-
es, they submit a report to the
Auditor of State on our behalf.
They also review the report
with the Board of Supervisors.
Our Audit typically begins
mid-September and is hope-
fully wrapped up by the end of
October. We spend quite a bit

ing back,” Trosky said. “Both
Coach Miller and Coach Muller
do a great job of working to pro-
vide opportunities for our stu-
dent-athletes in their respective
programs to give back.”

He said Hampton-Du-
mont-CAL’s community con-
sistently supports its students,
making it important for stu-
dents to return that support
through service.

“Our community is fantastic
at supporting our kids,” Trosky
said. “They invest in them, so it
is important that we invest back
in the community.”

Trosky explained that com-
munity service aligns closely
with the district’s mission of
“Excellence Every Day,” help-

ing students develop leadership,
a servant attitude and the qual-
ities needed to become positive
contributors to society after
graduation.

He believes experiences
like volunteering teach les-
sons that extend far beyond the
classroom.

“One of the greatest gifts we
can ever receive is the feeling
of making a positive impact,”
Trosky said. “Our life will in-
evitably be about more than
what is in the classroom or what
is on the field of competition.
It will be about the relation-
ships, the connections and the
experiences.”

Those experiences, he said,
are built through opportunities

GENREAD: FROM PAGE 2

to serve others and strengthen
the community.

Trosky also said the phrase
“Bulldogs Lead the Way” rep-
resents more than a slogan. He
described it as doing the right
thing, with the right people, at
the right time and in the right
way—what he calls the Bulldog
Standard.

He expressed appreciation
for the students, coaches and
activity sponsors who continue
to provide opportunities for ser-
vice, helping students recognize
that the value of their efforts
reaches far beyond a score or
grade in the classroom.

ed an immediate validation for
his weeks of hard work.

“I felt excited and grateful,”
he said. “It was rewarding to see
my hard work recognized, and
it motivated me to keep improv-
ing both myself and my busi-
ness idea.”

As for the future, the young
entrepreneur is focused on long-
term growth and sharpening his
skills.

“My goal is to continue
learning about business and
technology while improving
GENREad,” he said. “I hope
to expand its features, grow its
user base and one day turn it
into a successful platform that
encourages more people to en-
joy reading.”

This year’s Youth Entrepre-
neurial Academy included eight
students from across North

Iowa, with four advancing to
the final pitch competition.

As he prepares for his soph-
omore year at West Fork High
School, Huling is focused on
turning GENREad from a
promising business idea into a
platform that helps more people

discover a love of reading.

of time prepping for the audit by
running reports, gathering doc-
uments, and more at the request
of our outside auditor. It takes
a lot of time to prep, but it also
helps when the Auditor is here
on site go much smoother.

I had someone ask me the
other day if things were slowing
down in our office now that the
election was over and I laughed.
After I felt bad that I laughed,

but the reality is that there are
very few “slow” days or weeks
in this office and if there is, it
usually ends up lasting only a
few hours! I am rarely bored
and the job duties of this posi-
tion are constantly shifting. If
you’re ever curious as to what
we’re up to in our office, don’t
hesitate to stop by and ask or
give me a call. My door is al-
ways open. Until next time...
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+8:00 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday through Friday
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business hours or apply online at the
hamptonchronicle.com
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+Submitted News, Friday Noon
+Ads, Inserts: Friday Noon
+Classified Ads: Friday Noon
+Obituaries: Monday, Noon.
+Coverage requests: 24 hour notice.

TELEPHONE CALLS

The telephone is answered 24/7 by an
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services and contacts are listed below.
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CIRCULATION and SUBSCRIPTIONS
+(641) 456-5656, or
office@radioonthego.com
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*Engagements, anniversaries, birthdays,
weddings, births and family reunions infor-
mation is published free of charge. There is
a $12 charge for each black and white pho-
to and a $24 charge for each color photo.
Birthday and birth photos are published one
column in width. Anniversary and Engage-
ment photos are published two columns in
width. Other such photos are published ina
width appropriate to the number of people in
the photo. Cards of thanks are $18.
+Obituaries: Written announcement of ba-
sic information including services is free.
Obituary is $100 for 100 words. Anything
thereafter is $0.25 per word. Can be writ-
ten by the family. Photos are published free
with paid obituaries in a one column wide
format, black and white. Billing is through
funeral homes or payment is expected at
time of submission, either via credit card,
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Correction and Retraction Policy

The Hampton Chronicle strives for
accurate and complete news reporting,
but occasionally we get it wrong. In cases
where an error has been made, we will run
a correction, clarification, retraction, or
editor’s note in the next edition. Our goal in
any event s to inform readers of corrections
clearly and quickly, citing the incorrect
information and updating with the correct
information.

Corrections will be printed on page two in
the next issue published. The correction
will denote the issue, article and incorrect
information along with the correction.
Digital corrections will also be made,
and an editor’s note will be added to the
bottom of the article in question noting
what was inaccurate and noting when the
article was amended. If the article was
posted on Facebook, Twitter, or any other
online medium controlled by the Hampton
Chronicle, a post will be made linking to the
corrected article, noting the correction.

Location: Hampton, Ga.

Date: July 12th, 7:00 p.m.

Last Year's Pole: Joey Logano
Last Year's Winner: Chase Elliott

EchoPark Speedway

Track Details

Distance: 1.54 Miles
Shape: Tri-Oval
Banking / Turns: 28

The NASCAR Cup Series heads to EchoPark
Speedway on July 12th, 2026, for a high-stakes prime-
time showdown in the Quaker State 400 Available at
Walmart. As the third round of NASCAR's intense In-
Season Tournament, this race puts immense pressure
on drivers tackling the ultra-fast 1.54-mile quad-oval in
Hampton, Georgia. Ever since its dramatic
reconfiguration featuring steep 28-degree banking, the
venue has transformed intermediate racing into a wild,
mini-superspeedway experience characterized by
high-speed drafting packs and inevitable late-race
chaos. Georgia's own Chase Elliott returns as the
defending race winner after executing a thrilling last-
lap pass to take the checkered flag last season. He
will face fierce opposition from intermediate track
heavyweights like William Byron and Kyle Larson,
alongside Chase Briscoe, who enters with major
momentum after winning at Chicagoland. The action
packed 260-lap drafting spectacle can be watched live
on TNT starting at 7:00 PM ET.

Chase Briscoe won the eero 400 at
Chicagoland Speedway on Sunday, July 5,
2026. Driving the No. 19 Toyota, Briscoe used a
strategic green-flag pit cycle on Lap 215 to
leapfrog William Byron for the final-stage lead.
He then successfully staved off a fierce, late-
race charge from Joe Gibbs Racing teammate
Christopher Bell through heavy lapped traffic.
Briscoe crossed the line 0.276 seconds ahead
of Bell. The victory is his first of the 2026 season
and the sixth of his career. “| feel so American
winning in the Bass Pro Shops red, white and
blue car, Fourth of July weekend, 250 years,”
Briscoe said.

ast Weekend's Race: Chase Briscoe Won at Chicagolan

z - U S
Chase Briscoe e
Born: Dec. 15, 1994
Crew Chief: James Small
Car: Toyota

Top 10s  Ava. Finish

Year ins
2026 1 9 15.211
2025 3 19 12.67

Cup Series Top Ten

2026 Standings

O'Reilly Auto Parts Series Top Ten

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Denny Hamlin 764 12
2) Tyler Reddick 720 12
3) Ryan Blaney 651 14
4) Ty Gibbs 627 12
5) Chase Elliott 584 8
6) Kyle Larson 583 1"
7) Chris Buescher 541 9
8) Chase Briscoe 538 9
9) Carson Hocevar 524 7
10) Christopher Bell 512 8

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Justin Allgaier 898 15
2) Jesse Love 703 13
3) Corey Day 674 14
4) Sheldon Creed 673 13
5) Austin Hill 643 9
6) Brandon Jones 633 1"
7) Carson Kvapil 630 1"
8) Sammy Smith 602 10
9) Parker Retzlaff 556 9
10) Sam Mayer 549 10

PrRo Racine THis WEEK

Racing News; Stats & Trivia

This Week's Cup Series Race: Quaker State 400

Top News Stories

Inter-Team Fireworks and Fast British
Street fights

High-stakes inter-team rivalries and precise
open-wheel racing dictated the
professional motorsports landscape this
past week. Drivers faced extreme physical
and tactical pressure, relying heavily on
brave execution on track rather than
waiting for pit-lane sequences or yellow
flags to scramble the field. The headline
domestic spectacle belonged to the NTT
IndyCar Series at the demanding, 2.258-
mile Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course on
Sunday, July 5. In a rare, grueling race that
ran entirely caution-free from start to finish,
the afternoon turmed into a textbook
exhibiton of raw pace. Taking full
advantage of a physical mistake by pole-
sitter Christian Lundgaard, Pato O'Ward
lunged to the inside through Turn 4 on Lap
42. He seized the lead and held his Arrow
McLaren teammate off by just under a
second at the checkered flag. The hard-
fought victory secured O'Ward's first win of
the season and locked down Arrow
McLaren's first 1-2 finish of the year, while
Team Penske's Josef Newgarden bravely
fought through a lingering left foot injury to
claim a consistent ninth-place finish.
Across the Atlantic, Formula 1 took on the
high-speed gusts of Silverstone Circuit for
Saturday’s intense Britsh Grand Prix
qualifying. Wind-heavy conditions disrupted
aerodynamic balance across the field, but
Mercedes’ teenage sensation  Kimi
Antonelli delivered a masterclass. Antonelli
blistered the track with an untouchable lap
of 1:28.111 to claim his fifth pole position of
the season. He narrowly fended off a fierce
late-session charge from the Ferrari duo of
Charles Leclerc and Lewis Hamilton,
setting the benchmark on a weekend
defined by razor-thin margins.

What is the mechanical device
used to lift the car during
.
c) Floor jack
d) Pneumatic jack

tire changes?
a) Hydraulic lift
b) Quick jack
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PRO RACING NEWS is brought to you by:

Aufto Plus

Auto Parts Wholesale

641-456-2594

Northland Oil ® Wix Filters ® Raybestos Brakes
621 4th Street SE « HAMPTON

Scan this QR code

to get more race
results and news!
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BY JIM DAVIES
WINDSOR THEATRE
MANAGER

Minions & Monsters contin-
ues to run at the Windsor The-
atre through Thursday, July 16.

Minions & Monsters is an
animated horror/comedy film
that follows a rogue tribe of
Minions in 1920s Hollywood
who try to make their own
monster movie, but accidental-
ly unleash real, globe-threat-
ening monsters and must band
together to save the planet.

The film is rated PG for vi-
olence/action, language, and
rude/macabre humor. It earns
its rating due to the frantic,
creature-feature nature of the
film, as the Minions face off
against literal monsters in a
loud, action-packed save-the-
world battle. Running time is
90 minutes.

Common Sense Media says
parents need to know that Min-
ions & Monsters—the third De-
spicable Me prequel focusing
on Gru's beloved yellow side-
kicks—mixes the usual minion
mayhem with an homage to Old
Hollywood, as the chaos-loving
crew gets into showbiz in the
1920s.

As with the other films in
the franchise, it's packed with
(mostly) comic peril, slapstick
pranks, breakneck chases, and
cartoon violence:

* Giant monsters roar loud-
ly and wreak massive destruc-
tion; some can blast fire, and
there are ominous clouds/
lightning flashes when they're
summoned.

&
Sissnssssssnssssssnsaae’

NOW SHOWING

"Minions &
Monsters"

SHOW DATES:

7/3/26
thru 7/16/26

What's At The Windsor

* A very large, very toothy
shark attacks main charac-
ters, and various villains are
shown—and frequently dis-
patched in non-gory ways
(although one is abruptly be-

headed by an axe).
* Minions and others wield
weapons such as

spears, maces, ham-
mers, swords, dy-
namite, futuristic
cannons, and guns.

e There's also
fighting and bul-
lying, and an adult
character threatens
a child.

* Expect occa-
sional insult lan-
guage ("stupid,"
"weirdo," etc.) and
one use of the phrase
"handsome bastard"
in an exaggerated film
noir scene.

* A few bare min-
ion/monster butts are
seen, characters date
and flirt, and several
scenes show celebratory
drinking.

But, as always for this se-
ries, it's ultimately more about
laughter than anything else,
and the plot emphasizes the im-
portance of true friendship and
the power of storytelling.

Conception and Design

Originally conceived by di-
rectors Pierre Coffin and Chris
Renaud, the characters went
through several design phases.
Before landing on their iconic
yellow, overall-wearing look,
they were conceptualized as

human factory workers, mus-
cular mechanics, and even ro-
bots. They are known for their
distinct language, "Minionese,"
which was created by Pierre
Coffin by blending gibberish
and sounds from various lan-

guages.

Theatrical Film Lineup

The franchise's narrative
spans a massive timeline,
tracking the single-celled Min-
ions as they evolve to serve
the most despicable masters in
history:

* Despicable Me (2010): The
film that started it all, follow-
ing the supervillain Gru and
his loyal army of Minions.

* Despicable Me 2 (2013):
Gru is recruited by the An-
ti-Villain League, while his
Minions are targeted by an evil
plot.

* Minions (2015): The first

standalone prequel, following
Minions Kevin, Stuart, and
Bob in 1968 as they search for a
new supervillain boss.

* Despicable Me 3 (2017):
Focuses on Gru meeting his
long-lost twin brother, Dru,

with the Minions briefly go-
ing rogue and getting sent to
prison.

* Minions: The Rise of
Gru (2022): Details the
1970s origin story of a
young Gru and how he

bonded with his Minions.

1 e Despicable Me 4
(2024): Follows Gru's ex-
panding family and intro-
duces "Mega Minions"
with special superhero
powers.

Expansion and Media
Beyond the core theatri-
cal films, the franchise
includes numerous

short films, a holiday
special, video games,
comic books, and ma-

jor theme park attractions.

Showtimes and Ticket
Prices

Regular movie admission is
$6 for adults and $4 for youth
ages 16 and under. Seniors
aged 60 and older receive dis-
counted admission of $4 on
Sundays. All tickets are just $4
for the Wednesday matinee and
Thursday evening show.

Regular showtimes are
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays at
7:00 p.m. Matinees are offered
on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. and
Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased

at the door or online at www.
windsortheatre.com. Credit
cards are accepted.

Upcoming Movies (Subject
to Change)

ington: A Founders Story
* August 28 — Coyote vs.
Acme (2 weeks)

Gift Ideas and Theatre

¢ July 17 —Moana (2 weeks)  Rentals

e July 31 — Spider-Man: The Windsor Theatre offers
Brand New Day (3 weeks) .

* August 21 — Young Wash- See WIN?,?,goEé

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

CALL 641-456-2585 TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR DIRECTORY TODAY!
T Gusiess )

CADY & ROSENBERG, P.L.C.
G.A. Cady lll

Megan Rosenberg

Office West Side of City Park
Hampton 641-456-2555

RANDY D. JOHANSEN
Lawyer

1562 200th St., Sheffield
641-456-2970

WINDOW TREATMENT
Korner Window Custom
Window Treatments
Korin Krukow

11175 Hwy 65, lowa Falls, IA 50126

641-494-9518

GABRIEL JORGENSEN LUTCF Financial

Advisor

Farm Bureau Financial Services 1323

Olive Ave.,

641-456-4767

P.0.Box 316, Hampton, IA 50441

KOERNER-WHIPPLE PHARMACY
Pharmacists: Crystal Foell, Todd
Wragge, Wendal Speake, Dacia
Schoning, Erica Miller
Professional Prescription Service
24 Hours a Day Every Day

kornerwindow@hotmail.com

T&B PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& TREE SERVICE

515-297-1995 cell
641-456-4769 fax
gabriel.jorgensen@fbfs.com
gabrieljorgensen.fbfsagents.com

641-456-2510

MEDICAL CENTER PHARMACY
641-456-4146

(2Weeks)

REGULAR SHOWTIMES

7:00 PM Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Wednesday &
Thursday
1:00 PM Sunday,
2:00 PM Wednesday

MOVIE TICKETS
At door or online at

www.windsortheatre.com
Adults $6 Youth $4

ey

Weldon Ubben
lowa Falls
641-373-0336

MILLER AND MILLER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Brian D. Miller

123 Federal North
Hampton, IA
641-456-2111 KOENEN & COLLINS
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Dr. James Koenen

Dr. Chad Collins

TONY D. KRUKOW

Attorney at Law

P.0.Box 343

515 Central Ave. W., Hampton, 1A
50441 641-456-5999
tonykrukow@aol.com

WELDING SERVICES

FRIEND PORTABLE WELDING LLC

Thomas Friend

Commercial, Residential, and
Industrial Welding

lowa Falls

641-373-5015
friendportablebuilding@gmail.com

www.friendportableweldingllc.com

641-456-4142

Jay Hickman, D.C.

60 over)
Wednesday matinee $4

Thursday $4

Credit and debit cards are now accepted.

641-456-2280

UPCOMING MOVIES: BRAD SCHEIDEMAN

Visitwww.windsortheatre.com
for details.

Tentative schedule for upcoming

movies, FYl. Schedule may change. 601-456-4106

July 17 - Moana (2 weeks)
July 31 - Spider-Man: Brand New BELEN KRABBE

Day (3 weeks)

RHU, REBC, LUTCF
Aug. 21 - Young Washington: A

Founder's Story 641-456-4644

Aug. 28 - Coyote vs. Acme

CHIROPRACTORS

303 Central Avenue E., Hampton, IA 50441

HICKMAN CHIROPRACTIC

820 4th St. NEHampton,

FINANCIAL ADVISER

CFP, ChFc, CLU, RICP, LUTCF, MS
Scheideman Financial Strategies
New York Life Insurance Company
808 4th St. NE, Hampton, 1A 50441

bascheideman@ft.newyorklife.com

CAP, CLU, ChFC, CFF, CASL,

Certified Financial Fiduciary
11 First Avenue N.W., Hampton, IA 50441

WOODLEY FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATORY
306 Central Ave. East, Hampton, 1A 50441

641-456-3232

www.woodleyfuneralhome.com
contact@woodleyfuneralhome.com

PO Box 172

641-373-7610

1A 50441 641-456-9177

www.sietsemamonuments.com

SIETSEMA FAMILY MONUMENT SALES
Patrick Sietsema - Owner

1309 4th St., NE, Hampton, 1A 50441

Hampton

REALTORS

JASPERSEN INSURANCE
& REAL ESTATE LTD

210 W Gilman St., Sheffield
641-892-4949
www.jaspersenltd.com

STALEY REAL ESTATE

808 4th St. NE, Hampton, IA. 50441
Brad Staley - 641-425-9400
KurtThielen - 641-430-3659

Kent Mollenbeck - 515-570-5086
Frankie Aliu - 641-373-7426
www.staleyonline.com

psietsema@gmail.com

MEDICAL CLINICS

FRANKLIN GENERAL HOSPITAL

641-456-5000

FRANKLIN MEDICAL CENTER
1720 Central Ave. E., Hampton, IA 50441

Family Practice Providers:

Keith Hansen, D.0O.

Toni Lauffer, D.O.

Megan O'Brien PA-C
Stacey Arthur, WHNP

Emily Melendez, ARNP

Vanessa Miller, FNP

bkrabbe@prosperityca.com

Daphne Landers, ARNP

HAMPTON
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sales@hamptonchronicle.com
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Stories from Franklin County's Past:

The Franklin County Fair....In the Beginning

BY CAROL SENSOR
FRANKLIN COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY VOLUNTEER

It’s July — that means the Franklin Coun-
ty Fair will soon be here. Most of our fair
memories are of the current fairgrounds,
Grandpa’s Farm, the historical museum,
and the village of Pleasant Hill. Our county
fair of the past looked much different. To-
day’s story is about the beginnings of the
Franklin County Fair.

Iowa became a state in 1846. The first
settlers arrived in Franklin County in 1852,
and the first cabin was built where the town
of Hampton would be in 1855. Just four
years later, the first Franklin County Fair
was held.

The rudimentary fair of 1859 looked far
different from today’s. It took place on the
public square where our current courthouse
stands. The first courthouse was built in
1856 on the southeast corner of the square.
During this first fair, it was used as a fine
arts gallery. There were also many exhibits
outside on the square. The fair was well-at-
tended by nearly all the farmers in the
county. Like today, the admission was free.
Prizes consisted of certificates and ribbons.
Fair officers were J. M. Soper (President)
and J. T. McCormick (Secretary). Men who
helped organize this first fair were George
Hansell, James Thompson, C. Gillett, and
David Church.

The next year the Franklin County Ag-
riculture Society (FCAS) was created and
held its first fair in October of 1860. The of-
ficers of the FCAS were Samuel Carbough
(President), Chauncy Gillett (Secretary),
and Lewis Morgan (Treasurer). Under the
new organization’s constitution, each town-
ship was entitled to a representative.

The county fairs were held on the court-
house square until the FCAS purchased a
tract of land west of Hampton. In 1866, the
fair was held September 25 and 26. First
place winners that year were:

Edward Ward, boys under 16 plowing

M. Rose, yoke cattle

H. C. Groves, butter

W. Ward, cheese

J. Van Nuys, wine

J. A. Ashman, rag carpet

When the fair was young, good weath-
er and the chance to visit with friends and
neighbors were all it took to get folks to at-
tend. They were able to view the produce of
farms and gardens, admire the home-made
quilts, jellies, and baked goods, and com-
pare local livestock.

In 1876, the Franklin County Fair was 17
years old and the United States celebrated
its 100th birthday. The fair that year was
held September 18-20. In addition to the
typical fair offerings, there were baseball
games and horse races. The horses entered
in the races had to be owned by Franklin
County people and never before been en-

o, s ;
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First Franklin County court house. Built in 1856.

Franklin County Fair horse racing.

tered in a race. Annual or life members of
the FCAS were the only people allowed en-
tries. There was a ‘Grand Sweepstakes Trot
Free for All’ with a prize of $100. Exhibits
that year included agricultural implements
and machinery made in Franklin County
with prizes for the best bob sleigh, car-
riage with a top, and open buggy. Classes
in textiles and fine arts included ten-yard
rag rugs, log cabin bed quilts, straw hats,
and penmanship. In the livestock division
for horses, a class was listed for teams and
roadsters. The best pair of draft horses was
decided by having the entries participate in
a pulling contest.

In 1877, over 100 head of livestock were
exhibited. The featured baseball game was
between the “Rough and Ready” and the
“Knock ‘Em Stiff” ball clubs with “Rough
and Ready” winning. There were several
merchants who brought exhibits including
clothing and trunks by Schlesigner Broth-
ers; copper wagons and an assortment of
implements by McLain and Coble; and har-
nesses and saddles by Pratt & Bailey.

At the annual meeting of the FCAS in
1878, a committee was appointed to exam-
ine the records to determine if the society
was a legal corporation. Although FCAS
had a constitution, organization, and by-
laws, they had never been recorded. This
resulted in a new constitution and by-laws
being written, adopted AND recorded.

In the 1890s, the Franklin County Fair
was considered the biggest local event of
the year. Families would come from all over
the county to view the exhibits of livestock,
handmade quilts, artwork, agricultural
products, and garden produce. Also entic-
ing to fair-goers were the side shows and
concession stands, including taffy made
on the spot. The fair had a merry-go-round

PHARMACY: FROM COVER

Franklin Co. Fair

HAMPTON, IA.
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Franklin County Fair poster

with an organ that was turned by hand to
play one song, “Just One Girl.”

Since there were no lights at the fair-
grounds, there were other events held
downtown for folks to enjoy in the evening.
During Fair Week, the Cora Warner Com-
edy Company appeared at the Hampton
Opera House with a different offering each
evening.

The fair of 1898 was held September 13-
16. One grandstand attraction was a wild
west type show called Kemp’s Hippodrome.
Prizes for horse races that year ranged from
$25 to $200. There were special rates on all
railroads during the fair and a special train
that ran on the Belmond branch.

Baseball games were taken seriously.
The fairgrounds grandstand was too far
from the ball diamond, so buggies were
parked parallel to the base line. Horses
were unhitched during the games; ladies
used parasols to protect themselves from
the September sun. Unfortunately, none of
the young boys attending were asked to be
‘bat boy’ as there was only one bat! They
might have been asked to fetch a pail of wa-
ter from the floral exhibit hall for the play-
ers if they were lucky.

There were only 12 rows of plank seats
in the grandstand. Most of the attendees for
the horse races stood in their buggies that
they had drawn close to the inside rail or sat
on the rail itself. There was entertainment
prior to races just watching the caregivers
exercise those beautiful animals.

By 1900, the Franklin County Fair was
a well-established annual event looked for-
ward to by young and old alike. Next week’s
story will cover the Franklin County Fair in
the 1900s.

ered converting the space into
either a general store or Chris-
tian gift shop, neither plan
materialized. The buildings
remained vacant for years and
gradually fell into disrepair.

“The property was a nui-
sance property for years and
something needed to be done,”
Dunt said.

In January 2023, the Hamp-
ton City Council initiated legal
proceedings under lowa Code
Chapter 657A to obtain owner-
ship of the abandoned buildings
after they had remained vacant
for approximately six years.
The city ultimately acquired
the property through a district
court order, allowing officials
to begin planning for its future.

During city council discus-

sions in late 2024, officials de-
bated whether to demolish the
buildings entirely or preserve
them for future redevelopment.
Council members ultimately fa-
vored structurally securing the
buildings, citing their potential
to house two downtown busi-
nesses on the main floor and as
many as four apartments on the
second floor.

That vision
unchanged.

“We are structurally secur-
ing the two-story buildings,”
Dunt said.

Rather than clearing the en-
tire site, only the deteriorated
rear sections are being removed,
while the historic, street-facing
buildings are stabilized for fu-
ture redevelopment.

remains

WINDSOR: FROM PAGE 8

Dunt said the city’s long-
term goal is to eliminate blight,
remove a long-standing nui-
sance and return the property to
productive use.

“Our objective is to elimi-
nate blight, nuisance and pro-
vide usable downtown buildings
to the private sector for develop-
ment,” he said.

The project also supports
Hampton’s broader downtown
revitalization efforts by encour-
aging commercial growth and
expanding the local tax base.

Preparation for the proj-
ect has presented numerous
challenges.

“Yes, too many to list,” Dunt
said when asked about obstacles
encountered before demolition
began.

Construction is expected to
be completed by Sept. 1, barring
unforeseen delays.

Dunt emphasized that the
project is not the demolition
of the entire Rick’s Pharmacy
buildings.

“It is not coming down,” he
said, noting that only the rear
portions are being removed
while the two-story downtown
buildings will remain.

Once the stabilization work
is complete, the city hopes to
market the property for private
redevelopment, creating new
opportunities for businesses
and housing while preserving
an important piece of Hamp-
ton’s downtown streetscape.

several gift options, including
"Windsor Bucks" gift certifi-
cates for tickets or concessions,
movie passes, discounted
Punch Cards, and the popular
Popcorn Card, which provides
a free large popcorn and daily
refill through March 1, 2027.

Businesses and individuals can
also sponsor a movie for $300,
which includes 100 admission
tickets.

The historic Windsor The-
atre is also available to rent for
just $50 per hour. The venue is
ideal for birthday parties, pri-

vate movie showings, employ-
ee training sessions, meetings,
award ceremonies, family re-
unions, and even wedding cer-
emonies. Rentals include use of
the sound system, microphone,
stage lighting, digital projector
with laptop connectivity, DVD/

Blu-ray player, and Wi-Fi. The
concession stand can also be
opened for your event.

For more information or to
contact the Windsor Theatre,
visit www.windsortheatre.com
or call or text theatre manager
Jim Davies at 641-425-4707.

SUDKU

2

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS: LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

Sudoku puzzles are formatted
as a 9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve
a sudoku, the numbers 1
through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each
number can appear only
once in each row, column and
box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers
will appear by wusing the
numenc clues alreadg provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

THIS WEEK'S SUDOKU IS SPONSORED BY:

THE SENIOR SCENE

Where new friendships
are made and old
friendships are renewed

MONDAY-FRIDAY from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

ACTIVITIES | GREAT LUNCHES AT 11:30

Monday, July 13 60 & under $10.00

Over 60 $7.00
1:00 BINGO ($3.25) Call 456-5191 For Reservations

Tuesday, July 14
CRIBBAGE @ 12:30PM;
BOARD MEETING @
1:00PM

oy
Monday, July 13
Breaded Chicken Patty on Bun,
Potato Wedges, Vegetable,
Fruit

Tuesday, July 14
Scalloped Potaoes with

Ham, Whole Wheat Bread,
Vegetable, Fruit

Wednesday, July 15
Herb -Rubbed Roast Beef,

Mashed Potatoes with Gravy,
Whole Wheat Roll, Fruit

Thursday, July 16
Goulash, Breadstick,

Vegetable, Fruit

Friday, July 17
Taco Salad,Fruit Salad,Cookie

HAMPTON SENIOR CENTER
23 First St. SW, Hampton ¢ 641-456-5191

Wednesday, July 15

12:45 HAND & FOOT OR
500 CARDS

Thursday, July 16
1:00 BINGO ($3.25)

Friday, July 17
STAY & PLAY

Saturday, July 18

POT LUCK DINNER @
5:30PM

It’'s NEWS 10 US!

If you're having a party. If your class holds or plans a
If you have out-of-town guests. reunion.
If you take a trip. If you're celebrating a wedding
If & son or daughter leaves for anniversary.
college,or comes back for a visit. If you move out of town.
If & son or daughter enlists If someone moves into your
in the Armed Forces. neighbborhood.

If & son or daughter receives
scholastic honors.

If someone enters a hospital.
If a business is opening or

If someone in your family or closing.
business receives a promation, I something interesting is
job change or retires. happening.

If & former resident passes away.

If you entertain at a dinner or a
party.

If your club meets.

The Hampton Chronicle attempts to cover the news
in Franklin county and adjoining areas as thorough-
ly as possible, and we appreciate it when you let
us help you get the word out! We hope you’'ll let us
know if you have news by emailing news@hampton-
chronicle.com, or by calling or texting 515-988-3726.

Thanks for letting us know!
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USDA: FROM PAGE 5

your local office ... you may not
get the same person who under-
stands your farm and that you’re
familiar with — it’s causing a
lot of stress,” Lehman said.

Lehman said the loss of
farmer-facing staff is com-
pounding the stress that farm-
ers have from several years of
downturned markets, a rise in
bankruptcies and uncertainty
of USDA programs follow-
ing other cuts from the Trump
administration.

He said “everyone is a little
bit confused” about the pro-
grams that are available and if
USDA staffing will be restored
at any of these offices, or con-
tinue to decline.

“The situation on the ground
seems to be much worse than
(the report) because of the tran-
sition that we’re in,” Lehman
said. “These cuts are happening
at the exact wrong time to help
farmers through really chal-
lenging times.”

Lehman said the cuts also
mean that staff at USDA service
offices are “working extremely

lowa Farmers Union President AaroniLehman at the union’s
annual conference Dec. 7, 2024 in Ames. (Photo by Cami Koons/

lowa Capital Dispatch)

hard” to fill in the gaps created
by the loss of co-workers.

Towa among top 10 states in
loss of NRCS staff

While Farm Service Agency
staff help farmers apply for pro-
grams like USDA crop insur-
ance, which is often considered
a vital part of a farmer’s opera-
tion, Natural Resources Conser-

Figure 7: USDA Staff Percent Losses January 2025-January 2026

-13% -41%

Source: Office of Personnel Management (OPM), FSA County staff provided via FOIA on April 8, 2026

USDA staffing declined across the country in 2025, according to
a new report. (Map courtesy of National Sustainable Agriculture

Coalition)

vation Service staff work with
farmers to apply for conserva-
tion programs. These programs
can help farmers take better
care of their land, and some-
times garner some additional
cash when they enroll acres in
conservation programs.

According to the report,
141 counties across the coun-
try ended 2025 with no NRCS
staff, even though they started
the year with staff members.

Forty-five Iowa counties had
anet NRCS staffing decline, ac-
cording to the coalition.

“This means that farmers
and landowners in those coun-
ties lost staff with local rela-
tionships and local knowledge
and that the remaining NRCS
staff are now stretched thin over
larger geographic areas,” the re-
port said.

Soil conservationists ac-
counted for the greatest loss
from the department nationally,
with more than 700 staff mem-
bers leaving in 2025.

Iowa lost a total of 89 NRCS
staff members, about 18.5%,
which placed Iowa among the
10 states with the greatest loss
of NRCS staff by numbers.
Texas, Kansas, Missouri and
Wisconsin topped the list with
staff losses between 144 and

FRANKLIN COUNTY

100. States with smaller NRCS
staff to begin with saw a greater
percentage decline in staffing.
Rhode Island led the list with
a 44% loss, followed by New
York, Colorado and Maine,
where losses were between 38%
and 35%.

Every USDA office lost staff
in 2025, according to the report,
except for the Immediate Office
of the Secretary, where staff in-
creased 18% during the year.

In total, the report shows
Iowa had a decline of about
17% of total USDA staff in
2025. Maryland and Rhode Is-
land, which showed the great-
est percentage decline in staff,
both lost 41%. Virginia, Maine,
Alaska, Kansas, Massachusetts,
Vermont, New York and Florida
rounded out the 10 states with
the highest percentage decline.

While the report mainly fo-
cused on losses within NRCS
and FSA, it also noted that other
agencies lost significant por-
tions of their workforce. The
National Agricultural Statistics
Service lost 36% of its work-
force, National Institute of Food
and Agriculture lost 40% and
the Agricultural Research Ser-
vice lost 31% of its staff.

The National Sustainable
Agriculture Coalition report
also said staff losses in USDA
are expected to continue as the
department implements its re-
organization plan to move em-
ployees to five regional hubs.

A union representing fed-
eral employees reported that a
majority of its members do not
intend to relocate with the re-
organization plans and would
instead leave their roles with
USDA.

The USDA spokesperson
said the proposed reorganiza-
tion is “focused on ensuring
we have the county level staff
needed to assist farmers and
ranchers with a wide array of
programs.”

OBITUARIES

In loving memory of

Charles Theodore “Ted” Nolte

1946-2026

Charles Theodore “Ted”
Nolte, age 79, passed away
in his sleep at Harmony Re-
habilitation Center in Ce-
dar Rapids on Friday night
March 6, 2026. He was born
at Hampton, May 1, 1946,
son of David J. and Mary
Zoe (Ellsworth) Nolte. He
was one of the University
of Towa Hospital’s “Polio
kids” - diagnosed at age 3
in 1949, leaving him with a
paralyzed leg and a lifetime
wearing a “brace”.

Inurnment services will

be held at 12 noon, Saturday, July 11, 2026 at the Maplewood
Cemetery in Vinton, Iowa, followed by a reception at the Wes-
ley Methodist Church in Vinton. For a complete obituary please
visit Gay & Ciha Funeral and Cremation Service website @ www.

gayandciha.com

CONFERENCE: FROM PAGE 5

Early bird registration will
be $75 until August 3, and
$100 following that date and
at the door. Registration will
include the conference, con-
tinental breakfast and lunch,
and snacks.

Registration opens soon on-
line on the IWIA web site, by
mail, or from 7:15 a.m.- 8:00
a.m. on the day of the confer-
ence. A room block for August
5 has been set up at the Court-
yard at Marriott-Ankeny, 2405
SE Creekview Drive; register
by July 13, 2026 for the con-
ference rate.

Early bird registration is re-
quired for those attending the
Pre-Conference Tour and lun-
cheon. For questions about the

COURTHOUSE NEWS

tour, contact Madeline Schultz
at 515-294-0588.

For conference informa-
tion, contact IWIA president
Cheryl Tevis at 515-240-1785
or visit www.iowawomeninag.
org for a full Conference agen-
da and registration details-—
coming soon!

The premier sponsor of the
2026 Towa Women in Agri-
culture Conference is Farm
Credit Services of Ameri-
ca. Additional key sponsors
include: Towa Farm Bureau
Federation, Jowa Bankers As-
sociation, Iowa Pork Produc-
ers Association, Heartland
Cooperative, lowa Soybean
Association, and Iowa Cattle-
men’s Association.

Scheduled Traffic

Lee, Nicole Fae of Polk City,
IA, Speeding 55 Or Und Zone (6
Thru 10 Over)

Galdamez, Jeffrey of Omaha,
NE, Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (6
Thru 10 Over)

Thomas, Taylor Janet of Spring
Hill, KS, Speeding Ovr 55 Zone
(21 Or Over)

Koch, Blake Nathaniel of lowa
Falls, 1A, Maximum Gross
Weight Violation - 12,001 To 13

Bouman, Sarahjayne of Oma-
ha, MN, Speeding Ovr 55 Zone
(1 Thru 5 Over)

Wiegmann, Jill Ranae of Du-
mont, IA, Speeding 55 Or Und
Zone (6 Thru 10 Over)

Langston Jr, Alan Jay of
Statesville, NC, Speeding Ovr
55 Zone (16 Thru 20 Over)

Pleshaw, David Scott of Vail,
CO, Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (6
Thru 10 Over)

Hudlik, Dane Compton of Men-
dota Heights, MN, Speeding Ovr
55 Zone (11 Thru 15 Over)

Patterson, Jason Thomas of
Newark, AR, Speeding Ovr 55
Zone (1 Thru 5 Over)

Price, Travis Allen of Edina,
MN, Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (6
Thru 10 Over)

Greaton, Dylan Thomas of
Coulter, 1A, Speeding Ovr 55
Zone (11 Thru 15 Over)

Porter, Jessica of Lincoln, NE,
Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 Thru
15 Over)

Martinez, Antonio Cruz of
Hampton, IA, Fishing And Hunt-

I_ATI M ER === A Progressive Community
DeBour

Electric Inc.

ing - No License Ovr $20

Strey, Kathleen E of Waco, TX,
Speeding Ovr 55 Zone (11 Thru
15 Over)

Rodriguez Ochoa, Rodolfo of
Omaha, NE, Speeding Ovr 55
Zone (11 Thru 15 Over)

Nitcher, Zachary Eugene of To-
peka, KS, Speeding 55 Or Und
Zone (6 Thru 10 Over)

Ramirez Rivera, Melvin Omar
of Hampton, 1A, Use Electronic
Communication Device

Civil

Brood, Danielle Marie of Miller,
ND, Petitioner, and Marshall,
Jason Colby of Latimer, IA, Re-
spondent, Order Setting Trial
Anderson II, Timothy James,
Defendant, Anderson, Kaitlynn
May, Defendant, Possession,
Parties In, Defendant, Petition
Filed, Plaintiff New American
Funding llc Fka Broker Solu-
tions, Petition Filed

State Of lowa, Defendant,
Trammell, Edith Lanene, Plain-
tiff, Dismissed W/ Prejudice
Wells Fargo Bank, Na, Counter
Defendant / Plaintiff, Dohiman,
Becky, Counter Plaintiff / Dohl-
man, Becky Defendant, Wells
Fargo Bank, Na Plaintiff, Dis-
missed W/O Prejudice,
Heitland, Amy, Defendant,
Vaughan, Shane, Defendant,
Hill, Lorri Halsne, Plaintiff, Or-
der Setting Trial / Motion For
Continuance

Dickson, Scott, Defendant,
Onemain Financial Group Llc,

Plaintiff, Order Setting Trial

Deberg, Michael J, Defendant,
Mcdowell & Sons Contractors
Inc, Plaintiff, Petition Filed

Criminal

Shiflett, Bobby Joe of Hamp-
ton, |A, Defendant, Franklin
County Treasurer of Hampton,
IA, Payee, State Of lowa, Plain-
tiff, Hearing For Initial Appeal
Quintanilla, Mario Alberto
of Latimer, |A, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Sterling, Tina Marie of
Alexander, |A, Defendant, Order
For Arraignment State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order For Arraignment
[ Trial Information

Artley Petit, Emma Louise of
Hampton, IA, Defendant, State
Of lowa, Plaintiff, Order For Ar-
raignment / Trial Information
Koenig, Matthew Joseph of
Eldora, IA, Defendant, Har-
din County Sheriff of Eldora,
IA, Jimenez Martinez, Jessica
Lynn of Eldora, IA, Defendant /
Self-Represented D eft, Proba-
tion Revocation

Zuniga Bonilla, Jefreson Abi-
mael of Hampton, IA, State Of
lowa, Plaintiff, Probation Revo-
cation

Wood, Joshua D of Sheffield,
IA, Defendant, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order Of Disposition
Sierra, Mauricio of Hampton,
IA, Defendant, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order For Arraignment
| Trial Information

Weinandy, Krysta Marie of
Hampton, IA, State Of lowa,

Plaintiff, Motion For Continu-
ance

Piersol, Ashton Ray of Eldora,
[A, Franklin County Treasurer of
Hampton, IA, Payee, Motion To
Dismiss

State Of lowa, Plaintiff, Motion
To Dismiss

Montecillos Vasquez, Yester
of Hampton, IA, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order Of Disposition
Valles, Jesus Alberto of Hamp-
ton, 1A, Defendant, Zamorano
Orduna, Victor H of Hampton,
IA, Payor, State Of lowa, Plain-
tiff, Written Plea Of Guilty
Vincent, Nickolai Robert of
Arvada, CO, Defendant, State
Of lowa, Plaintiff, Order For Ar-
raignment / Trial Information
Jimenez Martinez, Hubestein
of Hampton, IA, Defendant,
Franklin County Treasurer of
Hampton, IA, Payee, State Of
lowa, Plaintiff, Order Of Arraign-
ment

Schriber, Curtis Aaron of El-
dora, IA, Defendant, Franklin
County Treasurer of Hampton,
IA, Payee, State Of lowa, Plain-
tiff, Hearing For Initial Appeal
Schriber, Curtis Aaron of El-
dora, IA, Defendant, State Of
lowa, Plaintiff, Hearing For Ini-
tial Appeal

Ballard, Joanna Marie of
Hampton, IA, Defendant, Hamp-
ton of Hampton, IA, Plaintiff,
Motion For Continuance

owl
Blau, Adam Todd of Waverly,

RADIO DISPATCHED
FOR FAST SERVICE

ter systems

|JORT'S|

Local Authonzed-metico Dealer

Kinetico

Well Systems ® Plumbing
Backhoe e Sewer Systems
Water Conditioning

Drain Line Auger & Jetting
Trenching/Horizontal Boring

1-800-HEY-MORT
(439-6678)

IA, Defendant, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Probation Revocation
Miller, Aaron Michael of Hamp-
ton, IA, Defendant, Franklin
County Treasurer of Hampton,
IA, Payee, Hearing For Initial
Appeal

Olmstead, Samantha Elizabeth
of Hampton, IA, Payor, State Of
lowa, Plaintiff, Hearing For Ini-
tial Appeal

Samuelaye, Lehhtoo of Maple-
wood, |A, Defendant / Self-Rep-
resented Deft, Franklin County
Treasurer of Hampton, 1A, Pay-
ee, Order For Arraignment / Trial
Information

Vang, Wahwah Aye of Maple-
wood, MN, Payor, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order For Arraignment
| Trial Information

Montecillos Vasquez, Yester
of Hampton, IA, State Treasur-
er Receipts And Witness Fee
Reim, Payee, State Of lowa,
Plaintiff, Order Of Disposition
Hernandez Espino, Jose Laza-
ro of Eagle Grove, IA, Defen-
dant, State Of lowa, Plaintiff,
Motion To Dismiss
Christiansen, John Lee of
Coulter, IA, Defendant, State Of
lowa, Plaintiff, Criminal Com-
plaint

Small Claims

Lieth, Justin Colt of Dumont,
IA, Defendant / Self-Represent-
ed Deft, Mm Finance Llc D/B/A/
Ez Money Check Cashing of
Bellevue, NE, Plaintiff, Motion
For Continuance

www.mortsonline.com | Kent Morton - Owner

Geothermal » Heating © Air Conditioning
Air Quality Control ® Plumbing ® Duct Cleaning

204 S. Akir

641-579-6199

1-800-579-6678

\
CGeoComfort
i Gootl":".“r't‘r.tra.‘l‘ fyvs‘toms

Live c

ORTS]|

Plumbing and

— Heating — )

Luther, Destini Shantell of
Hampton, IA, Defendant |
Self-Represented Deft, Portfolio
Recovery Associates, Lic of Des
Moines, IA, Plaintiff, Motion For
Continuance

Wickwire, Nicole of Hansell,
IA, Defendant / Self-Repre-
sented Deft, Redeker Furniture
Company of West Des Moines,
[A, Plaintiff, Small Claims Orig-
inal Not

Luther, Nolan Duane of Hansell,
IA, Defendant / Self-Represent-
ed Deft, Agvantage Fs, A Divi-
sion Of Growmark, Inc of Wa-
verly, IA, Plaintiff, Small Claims
Original Not

Wilson, Brittney of Hampton,
IA, Defendant / Self-Repre-
sented Deft, Franklin Holdings,
Lic of Mason City, IA, Plaintiff,
Small Claims Original Not

Garcia Martinez, Virginia
of Hampton, IA, Defendant |
Self-Represented Deft, Franklin
Holdings, Lic of Mason City, IA,
Plaintiff, Small Claims Original
Not

Myers, Jessica of Hampton, IA,
Defendant / Self-Represented
Deft, Franklin Holdings, Llc of
Mason City, IA, Plaintiff, Small
Claims Original Not

Wood, Carol of Alden, IA, De-
fendant / Self-Represented Deft,
Roll, Dawn of lowa Falls, IA,
Plaintiff, Small Claims Original
Not

Readers!

We need YOUR HELP!
Please submit any stories
or events to us at
news@hamptonchronicle.com

Lets keep our
community informed!

Get all your local news and events at HamptonChronicle.com 24/7!
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BAPTIST

Faith Baptist

Lead Pastor: Robert
Anderstrom

Address: 1701 Central Ave
E., PO Box 515, Hampton, A
50441

Telephone: 641-456-4887

Website: faith-hampton.com

Facebook: FBC-Hampton

* Tuesday, July 7: 9:30am
Women’s Prayer

* Wednesday, July 8: 8:30am
Men’s Prayer

* Sunday, July 12: 9:30am
Worship, Sunday School
Classes

* Tuesday, July 14: 9:30am
Women’s Prayer

* Wednesday, July 15: 8:30am
Men’s Prayer

* Sunday, July 19: 9:30am
Worship, Sunday School
Classes

* Tuesday, July 21: 9:30am
Women’s Prayer

* Wednesday, July 22: 8:30am
Men’s Prayer

CATHOLIC

St. Mary’s Catholic

611 Sherman Ave., Ackley
Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest
* Sunday, 8 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic

1405 N. Federal St., Hampton

Fr. Kevin Earleywine, Priest

Tuesdays 8:30 AM

Thursdays 5:30 PM with
Adoration at 6:00 PM

Sunday 10:30 AM English

5:30 PM Spanish

LATTER DAY SAINTS

The Church of Jesus Christ
Of Latter Day Saints

Hampton / Miguel Sosa
Garcia,
Branch President

* Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Worship
Service

LUTHERAN

Our Savior’s Lutheran

121 Prospect, Ackley

* Sundays, 9 a.m. Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Divine Service
(Communion 2nd, 4th, 5th); 11
a.m. Fellowship

* Tuesdays, 4 p.m. Tuesday
School

Richland Evangelical

Lutheran Church

(ELS/WELS)

300 Elm St., Thornton

952-607-1293

Pastor Caleb Helmen

* February - July 8:30 a.m.
church and 9:30 a.m Sunday
School.

* August - January 10:30 a.m.

Church and 9:30 a.m Sunday
School.

* Bible class Tuesday 10:00
a.m. September through May.

St. John’s Lutheran

1207 Indigo Ave., Hampton

* 11 a.m. Worship - 2nd and
4th Sundays

Zion St. John Lutheran

Sheffield

422 Sherman St, Sheffield, IA
50475

* Sunday 9:00 am Worship
with Holy Communion

St. Paul’s Lutheran

17 2nd St NE, Hampton

Vicar Caitlin Tauro

* Sunday service, 9 a.m.

* Quilting, Wednesday at 9
a.m.

* Sunday radio broadcast, 8
p.m. on KLMJ 104.9

St. Paul’s Lutheran

304 W Main, Latimer

Reverend Joel Peter Wagner

* Sunday, 9 a.m. Divine
Service; 10:30 a.m. Family
Bible Study & Sunday School;

St. Paul’s Church
400 Larch St., Thornton

St. Peter Lutheran Church
502 2nd St. S, Rockwell

Trinity Lutheran Church
16 12th Ave. NE, Hampton
www.trinityhampton.com
Rev. Karl C. Bollhagen,
Vicar - Tyler Linneman,

* Sunday, July 12: 8:30 AM
Worship Service with Holy
Communion, 9:45 AM Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study.
6:00 PM Bishop Serge
Macschewski from Ukraine,
Guest Speaker

zSunday Radio Broadcasts:
7:30 AM Lutheran Hour on
KLMJ, 104.9 FM. 10:15 AM
Radio Worship Broadcast on
KLMJ, 104.9 FM

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church — Vilmar

Rev. Tamara J. K. Keen,
Pastor

* Sunday, 8:45 a.m. — 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School; 9:15 a.m. Choir
Practice; 10 a.m. Worship
Service; 11 a.m. Coffee &
Fellowship

First Lutheran Church
- Dows

206 W Ellsworth St, Dows

* Wednesday, July 1: 6:00
First Council

* Sunday, July 5: 10:00
worship

* Sunday, July 29: 10:00
worship

* Sunday, July 5: 10:00
worship

* Wednesday, July 22: 5:30-
6:30 FREE Community meal

* Sunday, July 26: 9:00
worship. 1:00-5:30 VBS for

8th-12 graders

METHODIST

Ackley United Methodist

416 Hardin St., Ackley

Pastor Kalvin Scholte

* Sundays, 9-9:45 a.m.,
Sunday School; 10 a.m.
Worship Service

First United Methodist

510 Thompson St., Sheffield

Pastor Pastor Wendy
Johannessen

* Sundays, 9 a.m. Worship
Service

Geneva United Methodist

603 Front St., Geneva

* Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship

Hampton United Methodist

100 Central Ave. E, Hampton

Pastor Dennis Burns

* Wednesday, July 8: 6:30pm
Leadership Council

* Thursday, July 9: 9:30am
BeFrienders

10:30am Chapel @ Franklin
General

« Saturday, July 11: 9am -
10am Cans/Bottles Redemption

9am Men's Fellowship
Breakfast

Spm Worship Service

* Sunday, July 12: 9:30am
Women's Bible Study

1lam Worship Service

11:30am Radio Broadcast-
KLMJ 104.9 FM

12pm Fellowship

12:30pm Facebook Broadcast

* Monday, July 13: 1:30pm
God's FLOCK

* Tuesday, July 14: 1:30pm
Faithful Stitchers

* Wednesday, July 15: 5pm
LEAH Circle

West Fork United Methodist
2200 Tulip Ave., Sheffield
Pastor Wendy Johannessen

New Hope United Methodist

Parish: Aredale, Bristow,
Dumont
Pastor Dennis Burns
* Aredale: Worship, 8:15 a.m.
* Dumont: Worship, 9:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Morgan/Bradford,

569 100th St., Dows

Lee Center,

393 Ironwood Ave., Alden
Rev. Judy Eilderts

* Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship

service with fellowship time
following
(Lee Center, odd months;
Morgan/Bradford, even
months)

United Methodist

Dows

* Lay Speaker Richard
Echelberger

* Discipleship class - Sunday
@8:30am

* Worship Service @ 10:00am

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Church of the Living Word

420 First Ave. NE, Hampton

641-456-8175

Pastor Brian Rihner

www.clwhampton.org

* Sundays, 9 a.m. Worship

* Wee Ones Christian
Preschool: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;

Living Well Fellowship

917 Howard St. (First
Presbyterian Church),
Aplington ¢ 319-247-5569

* Mondays, 7 p.m.,
Contemporary Worship
Exploring Redemption and
Healing. Come early for hot
chocolate or cappuccino.

Sovereign Grace Church

109 N Eskridge St., Dows

Pastor Doug Holmes

www.sgcdows.com

* Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 11:15 a.m. Worship at
First Presbyterian in Dows

Hampton Church of Christ

811 4th St. NE, Hampton, TA.

hamptonchurchofchrist.com

Pastor Joe Peter

* Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Morning
Café; 10:15 a.m. Worship
Gathering

Sixth Street Church of

Christ (Acapella)
909 Sixth St. SW, Hampton
Minister Jim Zacharias
* Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship;
4:30 p.m. Worship
*Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. Bible
Study

PRESBYTERIAN

Aplington Evangelical
Presbyterian Church

917 Howard St., Aplington

Rev. Michael McLane

* Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Worship
Service with fellowship
following services

REFORMED

Dumont Reformed

912 Third St., Dumont
Pastor Scott Summers

* Sundays, 10 a.m. Worship

NEWS

Applications Now Being Accepted for 2026
Grant Cycle

NEW RELEASE

The Foster and Evelyn Barkema Charitable Trust is now accept-
ing applications for grants to be awarded later this year. This will
be the fourteenth year the Barkema Charitable Trust has awarded
grants to non-profit organizations. Applications will be accepted
through September 30, 2026. Forms may be obtained by contacting

Zoe Brown, PO Box 461, Hampton, lowa 50441, email: barkema-
trust@hotmail.com, or by phoning at 641-456-5196.

The Barkema Charitable Trust was organized for the purpose of
making grants to qualified tax-exempt organizations. Special con-
sideration is given to 501(c)(3) organizations or government entities
located within the Belmond-Klemme, Hampton-Dumont-CAL and

West Fork School Districts.

* Wednesdays, 7 p.m. RCYF
(High School youth group from
8-12 grade)

* You can join us online
Youtube and Facebook:

Dumont Reformed Church,
website: dumontreformed.com,
and Dumont Cable 1000

First Reformed

214 Brown St., Alexander

* Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Worship
Service; 10:30 a.m. Kids Choir
& PreK-HS Sunday School;
Sunday School Children Sing
during Worship Service

Zion Reformed Church

2029 Jonquil Ave., Sheffield

Rev. Petri van Rooyen, Pastor

Office Hours: M,W, Th:
8-Noon

* Bad Weather KLMJ*

* Thursday, June 4, 10am
Hope Circle

* Sunday, June 7, *Food
Pantry* 8:30 am Men’s Bible
Study, Holy Communion,
9:15am Worship, WOZ
Meeting @10:30am

* Monday, June 8, 1:30pm
Vesper Circle

* Wednesday, June 10, 9am
Sunrise Circle

* Thursday, June 11, 7pm
Consistory

* Sunday, June 14, Flag Day!
Outside Service Potluck to
follow service-dedication to
the new playground, 7pm Joy
Circle

* Wednesday, June 16,
Latimer Over 60’s

* Wenesday, June 17, 6:30pm
Family Ministry

* Sunday, June 21, *Happy
Father's Day*

* Monday, June 22, VBS
WEEK

 Thursday, June 25, 7pm
Faith Circle

* Sunday, June 28, 9:15am
Worship 9:15 am service,
VBS Program/10:30am RCYF
serving Beef burgers/ice
cream, Freewill offering

* Tuesday, June 30, Latimer
Over 60’s

Hampton Seventh Day

Adventist Church
605 4th St. NE, Hampton
Pastor Steven Shafer
Phone: 641-424-3055
Email: SDAHamptonl A@
gmail.com
* Sunday, 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Service with Communion

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST

First Congregational U.C.C.
22 First Ave. SW, Hampton

(641) 456-2192

Pastor Karen Koenig and
Pastor Peggy Allison

Summer Hours — 10am
Church Services

July 1 : Wednesday, Pastor
Peggy will provide worship at
Leahy Grove Assisted Living.

July 5: Sunday Worship with
Communion (10am)

July 9: Thursday, Prayer
Breakfast at the Rustic Brew
(8am), and worship at the two
Hampton

Nursing Homes will be
provided by Pastor Karen in the
afternoon.

July 12: Sunday Worship
(10am), Coffee Fellowship
(11am)

July 15: Wednesday, Trustees
Meeting (6pm), Cabinet
Meeting (6:45pm)

July 16: Thursday, Prayer
Breakfast at the Rustic Brew
(8am), and worship at the two
Hampton

Nursing Homes will be
provided by Pastor Peggy in
the afternoon.

July 19: Sunday Worship
(10am)

July 26: Sunday Worship
(10am)

July 27: Monday - Newsletter
deadline

July 28: Tuesday - Sewing
Circle will meet at 9:30am. All
are welcome.

Immanuel U.C.C.

204 E. South St., Latimer

Pastor Joe Dunnwald

Sunday, July 5: Worship/
Communion- 9:30am

Sunday, July 12: Lawn
Chair Liturgy - Trailside
Park- 9:30am

Sunday, July 19: Worship
at the Franklin County
Fair- 10:00am

Sunday, July 26: Worship/
Noisy Offering 9:30am

St. Peter's United Church Of
Christ — Geneva

496 Raven Ave # B, Geneva,
1A 50633

Summer Services are at
9:00 AM in the chapel unless
otherwise noted

e July 11 - Dale Akkerman -
Saturday 5:00 PM service - No
service on Sunday, July 12

e July 19 - No service - You
may worship at the 10:00 AM
worship service at the Franklin
County Fair in the Van Wall
Tent

* July 26 - Erran Miller

* August 2 - James Koop

* August 8 - Jeff Janssen -
Saturday 5:00 PM service - No
service on Sunday, August 9

* August 16 - Sheryl Arends

* August 23 - Gary Hemphill

* August 30 - James Koop

Death Notices

Marjorie Hane n

Marjorie Hanson passed away peacefully at the Franklin Country
View where she had resided for the last six years. There will be
a private family burial in the Hampton Cemetery. A Celebration
of Life will be held at Kari and Jay Behn’s, 1181 Highway 65,
Hampton, lowa on Saturday, July 25, 2026, from 2:00 p.m. until
5:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Franklin
Country View. Funeral arrangements are under the guidance of the
Sietsema-Atkinson Funeral Home in Hampton.

Auto Plus

uto Parts, Inc.
Hwy 65 South, Hampton

641-456-2594
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30 « Sat. 7:30 - 12:00

W/
A
Deerfield Place

505 E. Gilman St., Sheffield, IA 50475
Phone: 641-892-8080

+ 2 B&CKITCHEN
Chef Jeffrey Ho

E = g Chinese Cuisine
DiNE IN ¢ TAKE OuT ® CATERING

641-456-2788
7 15" AvE. NW ¢ HampTON

OO 112 1st Ave NW
® .O@ ® Hampton, IA 50441
ICIOVERIED[?]

Stitch Jt - Puint Jt - Wear Tt
Phone & Fax: 641-456-4124

info@got-you-covered.biz

This space is reserved

for you!
Call 641-456-5656

4
GLEANER' 7 4

Dumont Implement
Highway 3, Dumont, IA
641-857-3216

www.dumontimplement.com

ERINGER

ONUMENT COMPANY
Serving All of Central lowa
From Hampton!
Dean Endriss - Manager

Call 641-456-2303

Visit our website @
www.krukowrealestate.com
Hwy 3 W., Hampton, IA
R "841- 4563883 =

Krukow Real Estate )

S HRISTENSEN
J I;ﬁ/r;ny//\hl'wl Emmal,;f /’5 Y

120 1st Street NW, Hampton
641- 456-3473

FUNERAL HOME

.
AND
S
m MONUMENT SALES

Towa Falls, 641-648-2569
Toll Free 1-800-464-2569

Corn Belt
%/ Power Cooperative

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative

Humboldt « Hampton
Emmetsburg ¢ Spencer

“The Power of Human Connections”

This space is reserved

for you!

Call 641-456-5656

This message is brought to you by these fine sponsors.

God’s Garden

Read: Genesis 2:4-17
The LORD God planted a garden in Eden. (v. 8)

My wife and | enjoy gardening. It's hard work, but the end result can
be so satisfying: blooming flowers, shading trees, delicious vegetables.
Even those who don’t garden enjoy spending time in a beautiful garden.

Genesis 2 tells us gardeners are in good company because God him-
self is a gardener—he planted a garden in Eden. It's hard to imagine the
beauty of a garden designed by God!

God placed Adam in the garden “to work it and keep it” (v. 15). Eve
soon joined him in that work. It was the ideal gardening job. Why?2 There
were no “thorns and thistles” in Eden (3:18)! And no wrestling with hoses
or sprinkler systems—Eden was watered by streams that came up from
the earth to water the ground. Adam and Eve enjoyed the best parts of
gardening and didn’t have to deal with the worst. Indeed, they lived in a
world without sin—a world that was like heaven on earth.

But Adam and Eve eventually chose to sin against God and were
banned from the garden (vv. 22-24). Which leads to a
question: Can we ever experience the kind of sin-free
world Adam and Eve enjoyed in the garden of Eden?
Can we experience heaven on earth? The Bible assures
us that we will when it tells us about a new heaven and
earth (see Isa. 65:17; Rev. 21:1). Journey with me over
the coming days as we explore God’s promise of the
new heaven and new earth.

— Rich Bawinkel, from the series

Full Sunday
schedule of
Christian
music and
programming!

HE

I AVE
\\I \J 4 h’ VE

This space is reserved

for youl!
Call 641-456-5656

Sheffield Care Center

100 Bennett Drive
Sheffield, Iowa 50475

641-892-4691

“Skilled Nursing and Qutpatient Rehab.
Respite Stays™

Woodley Funeral
Home and Crematory

641-456-3232

www.woodleyfuneralhome.com

This space is reserved

for you!
Call 641-456-5656

Sukop>

Manufacturmg Co., Inc.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To submit your ad email design@hamptonchronicle.com

STATEWIDE
advertising available

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT
KNOWINGLY ACCEPT
advertising which is deceptive, fraudulent
or which might otherwise violate the
law or accepted standards of taste.
However, this publication does not
warrant or guarantee the accuracy of
any advertisement, nor the quality of the
goods or services advertised. Readers
are cautioned to thoroughly investigate all
claims made in any advertisements, and
to use good judgment and reasonable
care, particularly when dealing with
persons unknown to you who ask for
money in advance of delivery of the goods

or services advertised.

FOR RENT

Mini Storage Units. Including
sales tax, $53.50 per month or
$144.45 per quarter. Call 641-
456-5636 or 641-512-8975

FOR SALE

Building lot at corner of Third
and Gilman, Sheffield. Former-
ly The Peppermint Inn. Phone
1-909-659-6521. Chuck Towle.
4290 F. St, San Bernadino, Cal-
ifornia 92407

MISCELLANEOUS

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 12/31/26.) Call
1-866-456-3917

MISCELLANEOUS

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day
risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call
Audien 1-855-304-1545

FOR RENT GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE

For Rent: One bedroom. Land-
lord pays water. No pets. $600/
mo. $600 deposit. Contact Steve
at 641-580-0004.

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-855-954-5087 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It’s a power
move.

MISCELLANEOUS

Does your basement or crawl
space need some attention?
Call Thrasher Foundation Re-
pair! A permanent solution for
waterproofing, failing foun-
dations, sinking concrete and
nasty crawl spaces. FREE In-
spection & Same Day Estimate.
$250 off ANY project with code
GET250. Call 1-866-554-1730

1011 Glendale Park Drive in
Hampton, TA

Saturday, July 11" 9-3

Victoria Secret, Pink & Fa-
bletics clothing, household
items, full set All-Clad cook-
ware, Girls sizes 4-10, lemon-
ade & more.

SPORTING GOODS

GUN SHOW: July 24-26, Cen-
tre Hall, Waverly IA Fri 4-9pm,
Sat. 9am-5pm,

Sun. 9am-3pm. $10 (un-
der 14 FREE) . More info:
563-608-4401

www.marvkrauspromotions.
net

Neighborhood Garage Sale at
307 Oakhill Drive in Hampton

July 10" 8-4

July 11" 8-11

Toaster Oven, Fryer, computer
items, wedding items, books,
bikes, and more

No early Sales

HELP WANTED

Driver or loader Class B CDL
required for driver. Pre-employ-
ment drug screen required. Call
D&L Sanitation 641-982-4483

p

L[\'\’ '\

=Architectural Shingles
«Seamless Gutters

Free
Estimates

313 15t Ave. NW - Hampton
Call Brad Paine at
641-456-4670

Insured
&
Bonded

HARDIN COUNTY

Locally Owned and Operated
Since 1987

lowa Falls
641-648-4229

Radcliffe
515-899-2151

Opal Foods -
$30 per hour

| HELP WANTED |

Local CDL A
Feed Delivery Driver

lowa Falls, IA

Day Shift - Monday through Friday
Apply at: opal-foods.com/careers
Questions? Call 417-455-5017

~
‘opal foods

J

MISCELLANEOUS

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today! Fi-
nancing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-376-4154

YOUR ONLINE SOURCE FOR
PUBLIC NOTICES IN IOWA.

iowanotices.org
All lowa public
notices in one place...

free, searchable
and online

ANADWIGE!

ROOFING & SEAMLESS GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Shingles | Flat Roofs
Wood Shakes | Steel

Seamless Gutters 5" & 6"

“TOUGH AS NAILS”

641-648-9661 » 800-748-3883

FREE ESTIMATES | FULLY INSURED

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

THE /_\
iy WiNnDOW -
CoiL ECTION+

PRODUCT FOR PRODUCT
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD

Windows « Siding
Call collect for estimates

Mulford

641-648-3318 ASK FOR BEN

Readers!
We need
YOUR HELP!
Please submit
any stories
or events to
us at news@
hampton
chronicle

.com
Lets keep our
community
informed!

Qu|Hertz i anle
M B Real Estate Services B Id sale

116.50 Acres, M/L - Franklin County, IA
1364 80th St, Hampton (house/building site 3.09 acres)
97.16 Crop acres with 81.70 CSR2
One-Chance Sealed Bid
Deadline: 2:00 PM, CST, July 28, 2026

To Request a Bid Packet with Complete Details,
Contact our Mason City Office Below

Mason City Office  641-423-9531
www.Hertz.ag

Informed citizens build
stronger communities

IOWA

PUBLIC NOTICES
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: YOUR SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

S HAMPTON

FOR JUST

one

B' AN IOWA NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION AWARD WINNING NEWSPAPER

No matter how you like to get your news,
THE CHRONICLE HAS YOU COVERED!
Subscribe to The Hampton Chronicle and you

won't miss current local news about people,

places and events.
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ENJOY
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1$65 for 1 year

ENTER BILLING INFORMATION
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(J American Express ' Discover [ Check
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Mail to: 1509 4th St NE, Hampton, IA 50441 or
Drop Off at: OnTheGoMedia 1509 4th St NE, Hampton, Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5 PM
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JUIY Events Program

[!J @] FUTURE VISIONS FOR THE LIVESTOCK PAVILLION ON THE

\WED/ FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, There will be a public meeting discussing the Future
Visions for the Livestock Pavillion on the Franklin County Fairgrounds. The meeting will be held on July 8th at
8 7 pm in the Convention Center Conference room.

[5 @] FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR PARADE, 3PM parade line-up, 5PM parade starts
—TJUE

Franklin County Fair, July 15-19!

[!] @] FRANKLIN COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS 250TH FREEDOM MOTORCYCLE
RIDE, Franklin County Fair Grounds East Entrance. Registration at 8AM, Driver Meeting at 9AM, Kick

l 8 stands up at 9:15 AM.

[!] [!] LATIMER FUN DAY

P

. R

Each week, the Hampton Public Library
will share @ book recommendation in the
Chronicle.

Dear reader,

I'm a big fan of political
and espionage thrillers.
If you like CJ Box, Gregg
Hurwitz, or Mark Greaney,
you'll love Pat Kelly. He is
a new author for me, and
"Rifle Season" is his debut
novel. Be sure you start
reading this one on a day
when you have no other
plans, as you won't want
to put it down!

The story follows Mason “Mace” Winters, once a
legendary big game hunter in Colorado, whose career
ended following an involuntary manslaughter convic-
tion. Now relegated to community service in the wil-
derness he once ruled, Mace is approached by two
strangers who offer him a significant sum to guide them
into the mountains on the opening day of rifle season.

What begins as a seemingly innocent request serves
as cover for a deadly mission: the assassination of an
infamous warlord. Mace quickly finds himself an un-
willing accomplice and must use all of his expertise as
a tracker to outfox his patrons and save his family from
the world's most dangerous predators.

| recommend this book if you are looking for an ac-
tion thriller! I'm looking forward to the next book in the
series.

—Marilyn Moser

/ e Did you know it is the law that your
Got an event you'd like dog is registered in the state of lowa?

Iis'ed in our weekly The City of Hampton is offering FREE registration for
one year (9-25-25 thru 9-24-26)
Culendur? Registration forms available at City Hall, Center One,
Post Office and Library.

8

of

Y

| §

UPCOMING

WELCOME BACK TO STORYTIME!

Storytime is for children 12 months of age through kindergarten. There will
be books read, songs, rhymes, movement activities and more. Storytime
will be held on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. Families are welcome
to stay afterwards for playtime. There will be different toys, games, and
activities provided each week for informal play. Please do not bring

your own toys. Storytime will repeat at 6:00 p.m. that same day.

(without playtime)

CIVIC CALENDAR

FRANKLIN COUNTY FRANKLIN COUNTY
BOARD OF TOURISM BOARD:
SUPERVISORS: petaiLs: DETAILS:

Second Thursday,
Tuesday 8:30 AM 430 PM,

Franklin County Courthouse Center1

ACKLEY CITY COUNCIL | ALEXANDER CITY

MEETING: COUNCIL:
DETAILS: DETAILS:
Second Tuesday Alexander Library, 409 Harriman St

City Council meetings on the First
Tuesday of every month

GENEVA CITY HANSELL CITY
COUNCIL: COUNCIL:

DETAILS: DETAILS:

Second Tuesday of every month Second Wednesday every month,
6:30 PM Community Center 7:00 PM

ALEXANDER LIBRARY HAMPTON PUBLIC

BOARD: LIBRARY BOARD:
DETAILS: DETAILS:
Third Wednesday of every month Board meets every 3rd Wednesday of

the month, 5:30 PM

Library board meets to discuss library
business, budgeting, funding and
happenings.

CAL SCHOOL BOARD: ZONING BOARD OF
DETAILS: ADJUSTMENT:
DETAILS:

2nd Thursday of the month 51.30 PM .
at 5:30 PM City Council Chambers

FRANKLIN COUNTY FRANKLIN COUNTY GREATER FRANKLIN
CONSERVATION BOARD OF HEALTH COUNTY CHAMBER
BOARD: DETAILS: OF COMMERCE:
DETAILS: Second Monday every other month DETAILS:
zgcoogﬁﬂMonday of month, (usually) February 13th 4:00 PM (3:redn|;/éc:?day S the month at noon at
Maynes Grove Shelter ’

COULTER CITY DOWS CITY DUMONT CITY

COUNCIL: COUNCIL: COUNCIL:

DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS:

Second Wednesday of the month, First Monday of every month 6:00 Second Thursday

6:30 PM PM PO

At EMS Center Dumont

LATIMER CITY SHEFFIELD CITY FRANKLIN COUNTY

COUNCIL: COUNCIL: VETERANS AFFAIRS:

DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS:

Second Wednesday, Every second Monday First Tuesday of the Month

6:30 PM of the month at 6 PM 4:00 PM.

DUMONT LIBRARY
BOARD:
DETAILS:

Dumont Public Library
Second Wednesday of every month

HAMPTON CITY
COUNCIL:
DETAILS:

Hampton City Council meets in Regular
Session on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays
of each month at 6:00

PM, in the City Council Chambers.

Workshops are held on the Mondays
preceding the 2nd and 4th Thursday
Regular Sessions at 6:00 PM, in the City
Council Chambers.

Franklin County Veterans Affairs Office

HAMPTON DUMONT WEST FORK SCHOOL

SCHOOL BOARD: BOARD:
DETAILS: DETAILS:
Third Monday of the Month,

5:00 PM,

FoluilbasE A S West Fork High School Sheffield

6:00 PM

FRANKLIN COUNTY FRANKLIN COUNTY

EMERGENCY EXTENSION COUNCIL:
MANAGEMENT DETAILS:

COMMISSION:

DETAILS: Franklin County Extension Council ISU

Extension & Outreach 6 2nd St. NW,

. Hampton 50441
First Wednesday of month,

7:00 PM Council members help determine
Franklin County Law Enforcement local priorities for agricultural, youth
Center (4-H), health and human science, and

community/economic development
program areas.
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Cerro Gordo County Probate No.: TRPR029750

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Beth E. Reinhart Charitable Trust
will be accepting Applications for grants
during the period of July 1 to August 31.
Charitable purpoe s for the benefit of chil-
dren shall include educational activities,
youth programs, delivery of health care
services and any other charitable pur-
pose benefitting children and acceptable
to the Trustees within a fifty (50) mile radi-
us of Mae n City, lowa. For complete pro-

Beth E. Reinhart Charitable Trust
c/o Sandy Bens n
P.O. Box 894
Mas n City, lowa 50401
Phone: 641-430-4563
Email: bethcharitabletrus @outlook com
Applicants must be a “public charity”
within the meaning of Internal Revenue
Code Section 501(c)(3) or Internal Rev-
enue Section 170(c)(1).

cedure details pleas contact:

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on June 24, July 1, 8, and 15, 2026

Notice: Proposal Solicitation (NIRHA)

The North lowa Regional Hous ng Authority (NIRHA) is e liciting propoa Is from quali-
fied contractors to provide general maintenance, unit turnover, rehabilitation, repair, and
exterior improvement services for public housing properties owned and operated by
NIRHA.

NIRHA owns and manages 121 public housing units across 10 properties located
throughout its service area. This includes the cities of Algona, Britt, Forest City, Clear
Lak , Northwood, Manly, Oa ge, Rock ord, Sheffield and Hampton and seek to estab-
lie relationk ips with one or more qualified contractors capable of performing a @ riety
of projects on an as-needed basis. Services will be utilized to prepare vacant units for
occupancy, maintain ek & ing hous ng & ock and improe ek erior property conditions

NIRHAree re s the right to award contracts to multiple contractors bas d upon quali-
fications pricing, rep onse nes and aa ilability.

For mor information please contact Rick Toney at rtoney@NIRHA.com or www.nirha.

com/rfq

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 1, 8, 15, and 22, 2026

Waddingham Estate Notice

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR

FRANKLIN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
Thomas D. Waddingham, Deceas d
CASE NO. ESPR502122
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Es ate of
Thomas D. Waddingham, Deceae d, who
died on or about May 14, 2026:

You are hereby notified that on June
19, 2026, the Last Will and Testament
of Thomas D. Waddingham, deceased,
bearing date of July 31, 2013, was admit-
ted to probate in the above-named court
and that Kendra A. Pottebaum was ap-
pointed Executor of the eb ate. Any action
to set aside the will must be brought in the
district court of said county within the lat-
er to occur of four months from the date
of the & cond publication of this notice or
one month from the date of mailing of this
notice to all heirs of the decedent and de-
v sees under the will whos identities are
reasonably ascertainable, or thereafter be

foree r barred.

Notice is further given that all persons
indebted to the estate are requested
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims
against the estate shall file them with the
clerk of the above-named district court, as
prov ded by law, duly authenticated, for al-
lowance, and unless so filed by the later to
occur of four months from the date of the
second publication of this notice or one
month from the date of mailing of this no-
tice (unless otherwise allowed or paid) a
claim is thereafter foree r barred.

Dated June 24, 2026.

Kendra A. Pottebaum, Executor of Es-
tate

300 NE 72nd Street

Pleaa nt Hill, 1A 50327

Chris ine F. Halbrook, ICIS#: AT0009836
Attorney for ER cutor

Halbrook Law, PLC

3900 Ingers Il Ae nue, Suite 203

Des Moines 1A 50312

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 1, and 8, 2026

Notice: Sheriff’s Levy/Sale, LACV502306-JONES

Notice of Sheriff's Levy and Sale
FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S
OFFICE 105 5th ST SW, P.O. Box 57,
Hampton, IA 50441 (641) 456-6035
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR
FRANKLIN COUNTY
STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN

Dock t No. (Sale No.) (26-0337(1)
Court No. LACV502306
GENERAL EXECUTION

FIRST BANK HAMPTON
VS.
TYLER G. JONES, DANIEL D. JONES
and JONES BROTHERS AG, LLC

As a result of the judgment rendered in
the above referenced court case, an exe-
cution was issued by the court to the Sher-
iff of this county. The execution ordered
the sale of defendant(s) rights, title, and
interest in Personal Property to satisfy the
judgment. The property to be s Id is

Ref No: 1

Qty 1

Description: An undivided 2/3rds of

2012 John Deere 1770NT CCS Serial
#1770EPCM745436 (2/3 interes )

The desr ibed property will be offered for
a le at public auction for cab only as fol-
lows

Date of Sale: 07/22/2026

Time of Sale: 10:00 AM

Place of Sale: 1341 OLIVE AVE, HAMP-
TON, IA 50441

This a le not 8 bject to redemption.

Property exemption: Certain money or
property may be ee mpt. Contact g ur at-
torney promptly to review specific provi-
sions of the law and file appropriate notice,
if applicable.

Judgment Amt: $210,531.53

Cos s $3,545.15

Accruing Cos s PLUS

Interest: $64.26 per day for 77 days
from 05/06/2026 |= $4,948.02 AND 5% of
$3,244.75 from 05/06/2026 = $34.23

Attorney: John L. Duffy, Mason City, IA
(641)423-5154

Date: 06/19/2026

Sheriff: Aaron Dodd

Deputy Heidi Hilton, Clerk

Franklin Co BOS Minutes, 6/30/2026

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS June
30th, 2026
Arecording of the meeting can be found at www.youtube.com/@Franklin County Board
of Superiv e /6 reams
The Board of Superiv e rs met at 8:30AM on Tued ay, June 30th, 2026, at the Frank in
County Courthous for aregular e 5 on with Board members Luk nm eg r, McVick r,
and Vannes pres nt.

Motion by Luk nm eg r, 8 conded by McVick r to approe the agenda as pree nted.
All ag s Motion carried.

Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer to approve the minutes from the
6/23/2026 Regular Ses on. Allag s Motion carried.

Board Committee Updates & Public Comment: Ned Parker, Conservation Director,
was present to let the Supervisors know he has resigned and his last day is July 26th.
Luk nm eg rattended Together 4 Families & CICS. McVick r attended Northeas lowa
Work orce Dee lopment Finance Committee and Central lowa Jue nile Detention Cen-
ter.

No action was tak n on an application to perform work within Frank in County Highway
Right of Wy for Roger Farms to clean the north ditch along 140 th Street at the intere c-
tion of Kildeer Ae . and 140th Street until more information is gathered due to this ditch
being in a drainage dis rict and tiles in the right of way.

Jay Waddingham, Secondary Roads Engineer, prov ded an update on his department
to the Superive rs
The Supervisors recessed at 9:15AM for a drainage meeting and reconvened at 9:23.
Drainage minutes may be obtained from the Auditor's office or on the County webk te.

Elisa VanWert from the Greater Franklin County Chamber of Commerce was present
to update the Superiv & rs on the plan for firework this g ar.

Disu &8 on - Battery Storage Facilities All three Superi & rs attended the Board of Ad-
jus ment meeting on Monday the 29th.

Motion by Lukensmeyer, seconded by McVicker to approve a resolution designating
the place at which notice of meetings of the Frank in County Board of Superive rs b all
be pos ed. The res lution reads in full:

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-49

ARESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE PLACE AT WHICH NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS SHALL BE POSTED

WHEREAS, the lowa Legislature has amended lowa's Open Meetings statute to require
ee ry goe rnmental body to des gnate annually a prominent and conp icuous place for
posk ing notice of its meetings WHEREAS, beginning on July 1, 2026, s ch notice mus
be v & ble at all times for at leas twenty four hours prior to the meeting for which notice
is being given; and NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SU-
PERVISORS FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY, IOWA: Section 1. At least one full business day
prior to the commencement of each meeting of the Franklin County Board of Supervisors
from July 7th, 2026, through and including January 4, 2027, the Frank in County Auditor
b all pos a meeting agenda, including the time, date, and place of the meeting, facing
outward, on the glas ek erior door on the wet & de of the Frank in County Courthous .
Section 2. At its January 4, 2027, organia tional meeting, and at ee ry annual organia -
tional meeting thereafter, the Frank in County Board of Superive rs b all des gnate the
place at which notice of its meetings b all be pos ed for the following g ar.

Roll call vote was as follows, Ayes: Luk nm eyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Mo
tion carried and ree lution duly adopted.

Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer to approve a resolution approving
FY2027 Appropriations The ree lution reads in full:

RESOLUTION 2026-50

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROPRIATIONS TO COUNTY OFFICERS & DE:-
PARTMENTS FOR FY2026/2027 WHEREAS, it is des red to mak & pplemental appro:
priations in accordance with Section 331.434 (6) of the Code of lowa; and, WHEREAS
appropriations on Budgetary Fundé Departments for FY26/27 are bas d on the Notice
of Public Hearing Proposed Budget published on April 1st, 2026, NOW THEREFORE
Be It Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County, as follows: Section 1
The amounts itemieg d by account number on the attached sh edule are hereby appro-
priated from the res urces of each fund s itemie d. (The following amounts are for FY
2027). Section 2. Subject to the proiv & ons of other county procedures and regulations
and applicable & ate law, the appropriations authoriz d under Section 1 b all cons itute
authorization for the department or officer listed to make expenditures or incur obliga:
tions from the itemie d fund, effectie July 1, 2026. Section 3. In accordance with Sec-
tion 331.437, Code of lowa, no department or officer b all ep end or contract to ep end
any money or incur any liability or enter into any contract which by its terms involves
the expenditure of money for any purpose in excess of the amounts appropriated pur-
suant to this resolution. For purposes of this section, the use of holding accounts shall
be deemed an appropriate mechanism for the allocation of expenses. Appropriations
made to & ch accounts b all be deemed as s fficient authority for department heads to
ep end 8 chres urces and will be allocated to ep enditure accounts in the 8 me man-
ner as the related ep enditures are allocated. Section 4. If at any time during the 2026-
2027 budget year the auditor shall ascertain that the available resources of a fund for
that g ar will be less than a id fund's total appropriations the Auditor b all immediately
inform the board and recommend appropriate correctie action. Section 5. The auditor
shall establish separate accounts for the appropriations authorized in Section 1, each
of which account shall indicate the amount of the appropriation, the amounts charged
thereto, and the unencumbered balance. The auditor b all report the & atus of 8 ch ac-
counts to the applicable departments and officers monthly during the 2026-2027 budget
g ar. WHEREAS the Frank in County Board of Superiv & rs agree to appropriate 100%
of the budgeted amounts for ep enditures for all remaining budgetary departments Roll
call vote was as follows, Ayes: Lukensmeyer, McVicker, Vanness; Nays: None. Motion
carried and res lution duly adopted.

Motion by McVicker, seconded by Lukensmeyer to approve FY2027 wages and sala:
ries as pree nted. Allag s Motion carried.

Board Comments The Auditor updated the Superi sors on ins rance payment from the
April 2025 Hail & Winds orm. She ale updated the Superiv & rs on the city s water main
break impact on the Courthous .

Chairman Vannes adjourned the meeting at 9:43AM until Tued ay July 7th, 2026, at
8:30AM at the Frank in County Courthouse for aregulare & on.

Chris Vannes Chairman

ATTEST:

Katy A. Flint, Auditor & Clerk to the Board

Publis ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 8, 2026

CIJDC Meeting Minutes 6.26.26

Central lowa Detention Counties Voting Yes: Calhoun, Craw-

Budget: George motioned to approve Accurate Controls Inc............ $5,414.47

Commission Meeting Minutes
June 26th , 2026
CIJDC lowa Room

2317 Rick Collins Way, Eldora IA

The meeting was called to order by the
Chair Kl e Steck rat 10:01 a.m.
Delegates In Person: Scott Longhorn,
Dave George, Gloria Carr, Gary McVicker,
Dan Benitz, Mary Clausen, Lance Gran-
zow, Bruce Reimers, Brandon Talsma,
Kl e Steck r, Latifah Faia |, Daiv d Turner,
David Turner, Bob Thode and Bill Jens-
o Id.

Delegates By Zoom: Gary Rayhons, Car-
ol Hibbs and Rick Rasn us n

Others in Person: Ron Tippett Kassie
Ruth, Travis Walker, Justin Cornish,
Chris ine Guem ra and Jak Samuels n.
Others by Zoom: John Kurtz and Vic
Vandehaar.

Agenda: Turner motioned to approve,
Benitz 2 nd MCU.

Minutes: Reimers motioned to approve,
Tals a2 nd MCU.

Public Forum: None

Thode motioned to go into closed ses-
sion pursuant to lowa Code 21.5 (1) (c)
to discuss strategy with legal counsel,
where litigation is imminent and its disl o-
sure would be likely to prejudice the gov-
ernmental body s pos tion. Claue n 2 nd .
Roll call o te:

ford, Dubuque, Emmet, Fayette, Floyd,

Franklin, Greene, Hamilton, Hancock,
Hardin, Humboldt, Jasper, Kossuth, Mar-
shall, Story, Tama, Webster, Winnebago,
Wright. Motion pas  d: Yes 16, No=0 Ab-
& entions 0

Entered Closed Session 10:09 and came
back into Open Ses on at 10:36 a.m. No
action was tak nduringclos de & on.

Committee Reports: Updates were given.

Evaluation Program Update: Updates
were gie n by the Clinical Director.

28E: Benitz motioned to approve, Clau-
e n2ndRollcalle te:

Counties Voting Yes: Boone, Calhoun,
Crawford, Dubuque, Emmet, Fayette,
Floyd, Franklin, Greene, Hamilton, Han-
cock Hardin, Humboldt, Jap er, Kos th,
Marshall, Story, Tama, Webster, Winneba-
go, Wright. Motion pas  d: Yes 17, No=0
Abs entions 0

By-Laws: Thode motioned to approve,
Benitz 2 nd MCU.

Exempt Employees PTO Policy: Gran-
zow motioned to approve, Thode 2 nd
MCU.

Rates: Thode motioned to approve de-
tention rates effective 07/01/2026, Clau-
e n2ndMCU.

Rates: George motioned to approve
evaluation rates effective 07/01/2026,
Longhorn 2 nd MCU.

budget with the deferred balloon and in-

Ahlers Cooney .... .$2,385.50

crease in transportation rate options as Allen Memorial Hop Corporation.....
pres nted, Longhorn2nd MCU. L $46.00

FY 27 Insurance Renewal: Longhorn Black awk Automatic Sprink ers Inc....
motioned to approve the option keep- ... $265.00
ing the two-million-dollar umbrella policy, Dan Deery Top ta................. $1,325.93

Faia 12 nd MCU.
Contracts: Thode motioned to approve,

Eldora Ambulance Serv ce....$4,586.01
Eldora Tire and Alignment........ $542.38

Talsn a2 nd MCU. Gerber Auto Care.................. $1,287.99
Detention Report: George motioned to Goodwin Tuck r Group............ $658.55
approe , Turner 2 nd MCU. Grundy County Memorial Hop .............
Personnel Reports: Granzow motioned ..o $3,671.05

to approve hiring/class change/former
emplog es Turner 2 nd MCU.

Personnel Reports: Thode motioned to
approve directors’ hours, Longhorn 2 nd
MCU.

Financial Report: Reimers motioned to
approe , Talsm a2 nd MCU.

Hane n Family Hop .
HealthTracR x....
Integrated Telehea
lowa Ph cians Clinic Medical.............
................................................ $1,413.00
J&T Plumbing and Heating ...... $184.17
Medicap Pharmacy - Eldora .$5,086.50

Non-Routine Expenditures: Talsma mo- Reliable 1.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiee $768.56
tioned to approe , Claue n 2 nd MCU. Rick Bagnall.............cccoeeenne. $3,100.00
Board Member & Executive Director Sentry Security Fas eners Inc.$3,012.24
Comments Disu & on held. Speck Electric.........ccocvvevenne $7,000.00
Set Next Meeting: Turner moved to set Trane U.S. Inc. ........... .$1,650.00
meeting July 24 th , 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at Unitf? ointat Home HME ........... $95.00
CIJDC. 2 nd Grana w. MCU Virtual Readiologic Profes onals$35.00
Meeting Adjournment: Clausen move to WBC Mechanical................... $2,732.43
adjourn at 12:02 pm 2 nd Carr. MCU. WD Door Garage Doors and Openers..
Respectfully Submitted by: Justin Cor-  ......cooiiiiiiieee e $864.00
nik Your Time Medical, LLC ........... $531.00

Ep ene s
Banka rd ........cccoeeeveeeunennnn. $66,043.09

Deery Brothers Collis on Center $52.49

Publis ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 8, 2026

CIJDC Meeting Minutes 7.1.26

Central lowa Detention
Executive Committee Meeting Min-
utes
07/01/26
CIJDC lowa Room
2317 Rick Collins Way, Eldora IA
The meeting was called to order by Scott
Longhorn at 3:36 p.m.
Delegates by Zoom: Bob Thode & Scott
Longhorn
Delegates by Phone: Kiy e Steck r
Others in Person: Kassie Ruth & Justin

Cornib

Others by Zoom: Latifah Faia |

Agenda: Thode motioned to approve,
Longhorn 2 nd MCU.

New Buk nes

Line of Credit- Thode motioned to in-
crease the line of credit to $2,000,000,
Longhorn 2 nd . MCU.

Meeting Adjournment: Thode moved to
adjourn at 3:50 p.m. 2 nd Steck r. MCU.
Respectfully Submitted by: Justin Cor-
nib

Hampton May 2026 Receipts

CITY OF HAMPTON
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS
MAY 2026

General $120,685.25
General - LOST/Pool $28,114.05
Library $1,343.06
Electric/Gas Franchis $2,258.05
Road Ue $57,763.25
Emplog e Benefits $18,413.92
Forfeiture $53.92
Band Shell Fund $66.33

Local Option Sales Tax $47,385.40
TIF $6,047.66

Cemetery Trus $1,889.08

General Obligation $8,905.39

Water $78,237.43

Meter Depos ts $300.00

Sewer $85,632.28

Sink ng Fund — Sewer $32,890.57
Solid Was e $3,905.92

Total Receipts Depos ts $493,891.56

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 1, and 8, 2026

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 8, 2026

Publib ed in the Hampton Chronicle on July 8, 2026

Franklin County Zoning (Wind 20260720)

Public Notice Franklin County Board of Adjustment:

There will be a meeting on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 1:00 P.M.

We are meeting at the Law Enforcement Center located at 105 5" St. SW in Hampton.
The agenda is as follows:

A) Meeting Called to Order by Chair
(6/29/2026) E) Old Business none F) New business

B) Roll Call C) Approval of agenda D) Approval of the minutes of the Previous meeting

1: designating the place at which Notice of Meeting of the Franklin County Board of Adjustment shall be posted
2: consider two Variances pertaining to the setback distance required for 2 substations in a Commercial Wind Energy Conversion

System (CWECS)
0611100003.......ccccvrereeee 92N-21W-35
0635200002 .......coccveee 92N-21W-11

G) Approval or denial of the 2 Variances H) 3: consider the approval of 77 Conditional Use Permits, 75 for commercial wind tur-
bines and 2 for the substations attach the CWECS IPL Wild Rose Wind Energy Project

Franklin County, lowa

Project Component  Parcel Identification No. Town/ Range/ Section Latitude Longitude
(decimal degrees) (decimal degrees)

0101100003 93N -22W -1 e 42.9022105 -93.3960707
..0101100002 .. 93N -22W -1 42.9041480 .-93.3899588
..0101200002 .. 93N -22W - 1 42.9053872 .-93.3834114
..0203400013 .. ~93N-21W-3 42.8981334 .-93.3079537
..0203400013 .. L93N-21W -3 42.8967462 .-93.3020771
..0202300005 .. LO3N-21W-2 . ...42.8962748 ... .-93.2947811
0211300003 93N -21TW - 11 i 42.8790866 ... -93.2988011
0211400004 93N -21W - 11 42.8794515 .ot -93.2864051
..0116300004 .. 93N -22W-16 .. 42.8666897 .-93.4525346
..0115300003 .. 93N -22W-15 .. ...42.8659276 ... .-93.4345207
0122300009 93N -22W-22 ..o, 42.8526874 ... -93.4293448
0127100001 93N -22W - 27 ..o 42.8461925 -93.4356796
..0218100010 .. .93N-21W-18 .. 42.8715024 ..-93.3751172
..0113400003 .. 93N -22W-13 .. 42.8651175 .-93.3863921
..0218300007 .. 93N -21W-18 .. 42.8656592 .-93.3718213
..0218400005 .. .93N-21W-18 .. 42.8668129 .-93.3648555
..0219100004 .. L93N-21W-19 .. 42.8578305 .-93.3701552
0124400003 93N -22W-24 .. 42.8518812 .-93.3877540
0220300011 93N -21W-20 .. 42.8502936 .-93.3547475
0230200004 93N -21W-30 .. 42.8432641 .-93.3693721
0222100002 L93N-21W-22 . 42.8601411 .-93.3154780
0222200005 93N -21W-22 .. 42.8590159 .-93.3081970
..0319400003 93N -20W-19 .. ...42.8502652 .-93.2478153
0225100004 93N -21W - 25 42.8421340 -93.2749371
0225200003 93N - 21W - 25 42.8411166 ..o -93.2674806
..0232200002 .. 93N -21W-32 .. 42.8296452 .-93.3458547
..0209300002 .. L93N-21W-9 ... ...42.8814437 ... .-93.3338869
0228200003 93N - 21W - 28 42.8422790 ..o -93.3277231
0234200011 93N -21W - 34 42.8281510 -93.3079883
..0602400001 .. L92N-21W-2 .. 42.8091789 .-93.2879765
..0611400001 .. L92N-21W- 11 42.7941014 .-93.2880186
..0609100004 .. L92N-21W-9 ...42.7984457 .-93.3340292
0609200003 92N -21W -9 e 42.7986801 -93.3259171

535.. ...-93.3467571
536.. -93.3316170
537.. -93.2779992
538.. . . . -93.2670077
Substation ........ccccoeene. 0611100003 92N -21W - 11 e, 42.7969190 -93.2990720
IPL Whispering Willow South Wind Energy Project
Franklin County, lowa
Project Component  Parcel Identification No. Town/ Range/ Section Latitude Longitude
(decimal degrees) (decimal degrees)
601 alt .o 9IN-22W-29 ..., 42.6650041 ..o -93.4694946
602 9IN-22W-32 ..., 42.6566234 -93.4620012
603 . 90N -22W -5 -93.4664615
604 . 90N - 22W - 4 -93.4562273
605 . 90N - 22W - 4 -93.4444667
90N -22W -3 -93.4367535
90N - 22W - 16 -93.4541886
90N -22W - 10 -93.4293570
90N -22W -9 -93.4467044
90N - 22W - 10 -93.4240102
91N - 22W - 34 -93.4359081
91N - 22W - 34 -93.4305245
. . 91N -22W - 27 . -93.4264213
0926100002 ......ocvrveeerrreenns 91N - 22W - 26 42.6670534 -93.4194656
0926100005 ........cooeveriiinnns 91N - 22W - 26 42.6684285 -93.4127875
91N -22W-36 .. -93.3973003
. . L9IN-22W-36 .. . -93.3839524
0925200005 .......ccooevveiiiiinns 91N - 22W - 25 42.6689319 -93.3872736
0924400001 91N - 22W - 24 42.6780919 -93.3871401
0922100005 91N - 22W - 22 -93.4334146
0923100004 91N - 22W - 23 -93.4110299
0903200003 91N -22W -3 -93.4257667
0911300002 91N -22W - 11 -93.4116399
0911200001 91N - 22W - 11 -93.4078325
0913300004 91N - 22W - 13 -93.3914600
0913100005 91N - 22W - 13 -93.3943309
0912400005 91N - 22W - 12 -93.3821444
1007100005 91N -21W -7 -93.3732160
1018400001 91N -21W - 18 -93.3671631
..1020300004 L9IN-21W-20 .. . -93.3533979
1020200003 9IN-21W=-20 ..o 42.6827904 -93.3483247
1017300002 .....covvvviiicirieee 9IN-21W - 17 e, 42.6930228 .....ccooiiiiies -93.3535337

1004100003

638 .....

0633200003 .....
..0633200002 ...
..1010200003 ...
0635200002 .....

L9IN-21W-8 ...

Approve or deny Conditiona I. 1) Adjournment

-93.3527943

. L9IN-21W-8 . . -93.3515867
....................... 9IN-21W-4 ....................42.7265840 -93.3361103
....................... 92N -21W-33 ..o 42.7404181 .llll-93.3302380

92N -21W-33 .. -93.3241099
L9IN-21W-10 .. .42, . -93.3092980
....................... 92N -21W-35 .....................42.7429087 ...........................-93.2886659

Published in the Hampton Chronicle on July 8, 2026

Got a Legal Notice to Submit?

Deadline for legal notice submissions is Sunday at noon
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POLICE & SHERIFF REPORT

Monday, June 29

Hampton Police Department

3:52 AM: Parking Ord., 10 Blk 2nd
Ave NW, in Hampton

4:37 AM: Misc/, 0 Blk 2nd St SW,
in Hampton

6:04 AM: Theft From Building,
100 Blk 6th St NW, in Hampton

8:47 AM: Animals (Except Dogs),
700 Blk E Central Ave, in Hampton

1:49 PM: Phone Call To Return, 0
Blk 2 St NW, in Hampton

3:42 PM: Animals (Except Dogs),
Heritage Place, in Hampton

4:10 PM: Telephone Call, 1200
Blk Central Ave East, in Hampton

7.33 PM: Misc/, 100 Blk 4th Ave
SE, in Hampton

7:49 PM: Phone Call To Return, 0
Blk 2 St NW, in Hampton

10:08 PM: Dog Calls, 300 Blk 4th
St SE, in Hampton

11:41 PM: Harassment, 100 Blk
6th St NW, in Hampton

11:50 PM: Phone Call To Return,
100 Blk 6th St NW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

7:20 AM: Prisoner transport - 14th
Ave, Eldora

10:56 AM: Suspicious person -
40th St, lowa Falls

11:24 AM: Garbage complaint
- Mallard Ave/Bailey Creek, Shef-
field

11:43 AM: Debris on roadway/
right-of-way - 2400 block Hwy 3,
Dumont

12:00 PM: Information - 190th &
Nettle Crossing, Hampton

12:22 PM: Welfare check - High-
way 65, Hampton

1:58 PM: Motorist assist -
block 40th St, lowa Falls

3:15 PM: Traffic complaints - I-35
MM 156 NB, Dows

3:56 PM: Telephone call -
St, Sheffield

4:14 PM: Misc/ - 190th St, Chapin

4:36 PM: 10-50 Property damage
- 190th St, Hampton

4:52 PM: Welfare check - Clock
St, Geneva

5:02 PM: Traffic complaints -
Beeds Lake Dr, Hampton

6:02 PM: Civil disputes - Hampton

6:36 PM: Traffic stop - Hwy 65,
Hampton

7:31 PM: Traffic stop - Main and
1st Street, Coulter

1200

255th

Tuesday, June 30

Hampton Police Department

12:46 AM: Misc/ 500 block 4th St
SE, in Hampton

9:41 AM: Misc/ 1st St NE & Hwy
3, in Hampton

10:00 AM: Welfare Check 1300
block N Federal, in Hampton
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ATTEND A MEETING:

MASON CITY, IA
July15at 11 AM

9 N. Federal Avenue

10:19 AM: Parking Ord. 300 block
2nd St SE, in Hampton

12:20 PM: Misc/ 100 block 2nd St
NE, in Hampton

12:35 PM: Misc/ 100 block 1st St
NW, in Hampton

3:00 PM: Domestic Matter 0 block
10th St NW, in Hampton

3:29 PM: 10-57 Hit & Run 0 block
2nd St SW, in Hampton

5:45 PM: Ambulance Call 100
block 1st St SW, in Hampton

8:41 PM: Misc/ North End of
Town, in Hampton

9:30 PM: Alarm - 800 block 4th St
SE, in Hampton

10:38 PM: Misc/ 3rd St NE, in
Hampton

10:56 PM: Harassment Main St,
in Hampton

11:56 PM: Traffic Complaints
Sherwood, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

12:45 AM: Motorist Assist Mal-
lard/Hwy 3 Hampton

1:51 AM: Traffic Complaints
[-35nb 156mm Dows

6:20 AM: Misc/ 1st St NW&Hwy
3 Hampton

9:13 AM: Phone Call To Return
Dogwood Ave Alexander

9:42 AM: Dispatch Interstate 35
NB MM175 Sheffield

2:13 PM: Dog Calls 160th St
Hampton

2:45 PM: Telephone Call Jonquil
And 160th Latimer

3:11 PM: Simple Assault Mallard
And 80th Bradford

4:56 PM: Welfare Check 50th St
Alden

6:03 PM: Misc/ Grant St Coulter

9:57 PM: Traffic Stop 1000 Block
Of Hwy 3 Coulter

10:04 PM: 10-50 Car - Deer 1-35
SB MM 159 Dows

10:51 PM: Traffic Stop 1400 Of
Gull Latimer

11:08 PM: Traffic Stop Hwy 3/
Mallard Hampton

11:32 PM: Drug/Narcotic Viola-
tion 400 Block 12 Ave NW Hamp-
ton

Wednesday, July 1

Hampton Police Department

1:56 AM: Assist County De-
partment, 100 Blk 10th St NW, in
Hampton

2:55 AM: Open Door, Lantern
Apartments, in Hampton

6:13 AM: Dog Calls, 700 Blk Cen-
tral Ave W, in Hampton

8:26 AM: Misc/, 200 Blk 1st St
NW, in Hampton

10:30 AM: Harassment,
Ave/3rd St NE, in Hampton

11:08 AM: Misc/, N Side Hwy 3

1st

Mason City Chamber of Commerce

RR Right Of Way, in Hampton

11:34 AM: 10-57 Hit & Run, 100
Blk 1st St NW, in Hampton

11:53 AM: Medical Assist, 1700
Blk Central Ave E, in Hampton

2:07 PM: Services/Traffic Ctrl,
1700 Blk Central Ave E, in Hamp-
ton

2:17 PM: Misc/, Federal St and 12
Ave NW, in Hampton

3:10 PM: Misc/, Heritage Place, in
Hampton

5:46 PM: Family Dispute, 300 Blk
5th Ave SE, in Hampton

8:52 PM: Weather/, 800 Blk 6th St
SW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

12:13 AM: Booking Information,
5th St SW, Hampton

12:14 AM: Booking Information,
5th St SW, Hampton

1:27 AM: Dog Calls,
Spruce, Hansell

1:55 AM: Search Warrant, 10th St
NW, Hampton

4:04 AM: Traffic Stop, Olive Ave,
Hampton

9:45 AM: Dog Calls, 1-35 159 SB,
Dows

10:26 AM: Controlled Burn, Vine
and 75th St, Ackley

11:09 AM: Prisoner Transport,
14th Ave, Eldora

2:14 PM: Misc/, 160th and Cardi-
nal, Latimer

3:33 PM: Dog Calls, 100th St,
Dows

3:44 PM: False Pretense/Swin-
dle, 10th Street NW, Hampton

3:47 PM: Arrest, 5th St SW,
Hampton

4:59 PM: Welfare Check, 1700
Blk Hwy 3, Hampton

5:14 PM: Disabled Vehicle, 1-35
MM 175 NB, Sheffield

5:22 PM: 10-50 Car -
Thrush Ave, Hansell

7:07 PM: Misc/, Franklin County,
Franklin

8:21 PM: Misc/, Highway, Hamp-
ton

8:53 PM: Misc/, Heather Ave,
Coulter

9:34 PM: Phone Call To Return,
5th St SW, Hampton

11:46 PM: Traffic Stop, 1100
Block Hwy 3, Hampton

160th/

Deer,

Thursday, July 2
Hampton Police Department
No report available

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

12:01 AM: Animal On Roadway -
190th/Mallard, Hampton

12:56 AM: Traffic Stop - Lemon/
Hwy 3, Hampton

SWITCH TO OUR 5-STAR
RATED PLAN ANYTIME.

Medical Associates Health Plans offers a Medicare Cost plan with predictable costs, a robust
provider network, and coverage you can feel confident about. You can enroll or switch
anytime—without penalty—while keeping Medicare Parts A and B.

K

*Our plan covers all Medicare eligible services and supplies in full when you utilize

Low monthly
premium

5

CLEAR LAKE, IA
July 15 at 1 PM

205 Main Avenue

As your local advisors, we can help you learn more and enroll in a Medicare plan that will give
you top-rated care at a price that fits your budget.

Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

No age or
gender rates

6:48 AM: Welfare Check - Grant
St, Coulter

9:12 AM: Misc/ - Hwy 3, Hampton

9:31 AM: False 911 Calls - I-35
MM 159 NB, Dows

2:00 PM: Traffic Stop - 1100 Blk
Hwy 3, Hampton

2:16 PM: Traffic Stop - 800 Blk
Mallard Ave NB, Bradford

2:29 PM: Found Articles - Nettle
Ave, Hampton

3:01 PM: Motorist Assist -
MM 159 NB, Dows

3:02 PM: Information - 5th St SW,
Hampton

3:05 PM: Vehicle Off Roadway -
100th St/Jonquil Ave, Sheffield

3:13 PM: Found Articles - Olive
Ave and Hwy 3, Hampton

3:42 PM: Telephone Call -
state 35 MM176, Sheffield

6:17 PM: Animals (Except Dogs) -
[-35 MM 170 SB, Latimer

1-35

Inter-

7:11 PM: Information - [-35 MM
151, Dows

7:53 PM: Controlled Burn - 130th
St, Hampton

8:47 PM: Controlled Burn - 130th
St, Hampton

9:12 PM: Traffic Complaints -
Hampton

9:24 PM: Controlled Burn - Indigo
Ave, Coulter

9:28 PM: Ambulance Call - 200th
St, Aredale

Friday, July 3

Hampton Police Department

7:02 AM: Medical Assist, 100
Block of 3rd Ave NE, in Hampton

11:50 AM: False 911 Calls, 100
Block of 3rd St NE, in Hampton

12:23 PM: Animals (Except
Dogs), 700 Block of 8th St SW, in
Hampton

2:25 PM: Phone Call To Return,
800 Block of Central Ave East, in
Hampton

2:43 PM: 10-50 Property Dam-
age, 300 Block of Central Ave E,
in Hampton

3:56 PM: Misc/, 200 Block of 2nd
Ave NW, in Hampton

5:20 PM: Phone Call To Return,
100 Block of 1st NW, in Hampton

8:32 PM: Traffic Stop, NE 19 Av,
in Hampton

8:58 PM: Misc/, 1300 Block of Ol-
ive Ave, in Hampton

9:45 PM: Traffic Stop, W Ball
Fields, in Hampton

9:58 PM: Misc/, Kwik Star, in
Hampton

10:56 PM: Fireworks, 1000 Block
of 2nd St NW, in Hampton

11:42 PM: Misc/, 1600 Block of N
Federal St, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

12:23 AM: Traffic Stop - Ellsworth
St/E RR St, Dows

12:33 AM: Owi - Quail Ave,
Hampton

1:22 AM: Booking Information -
5th St SW, Hampton

2:28 AM: Ambulance Call - Main
St, Chapin

7:08 AM: Controlled Burn - 30th
St, Ackley

8:44 AM: Controlled Burn - Finch
Ave, Latimer

9:28 AM: Phone Call To Return -
Juniper Ave, lowa Falls

9:29 AM: Dispatch - 1-35 MM SB,
Dows

9:52 AM: Weather/ - 1500 Blk
50th St, Bradford

10:35 AM: Dispatch - 1-35 NB MM
162, Franklin Co

11:50 AM: Welfare Check - Wal-
nut Dr, Geneva

2:45 PM: Controlled Burn - Simes
St, Dows

2:49 PM: Misc/ - S Federal St,
Hampton

3:00 PM: Telephone Call -
way 65/70th St, Bradford

5:47 PM: Controlled Burn -
Spruce Ave, Geneva

6:19 PM: Warrants-Local -
cock

7:21 PM: Controlled Burn - 130th
St, Hampton

7:38 PM: Traffic Complaints - NB
Timber, Hampton

8:04 PM: 10-50 Property Dam-
age - 255th/Ravens, Sheffield

9:13 PM: Booking Information -
5th St SW, Hampton

9:15 PM: Booking Information -
5th St SW, Hampton

9:49 PM: Fireworks - 2nd St,
Bradford

High-

Han-

Saturday, July 4

Hampton Police Department

4:08 AM:; Assist County Depart-
ment, Hwy 3/Rolling Prairie Trail,
in Hampton

8:34 AM: Ambulance Call, 700
Block 2nd St SE, in Hampton

8:42 AM: Parking Ord., 100 Block
Central Ave West, in Hampton

9:02 AM: Ambulance Call, 600
Block 7th St SW, in Hampton

11:03 AM: Animals (Except Dogs),
200 Block 1st St NE, in Hampton

11:25 AM: Misc/, 0 Block 1st St
NW, in Hampton

12:08 PM: Traffic Stop, 10 Block
7th St SW, in Hampton

1:37 PM: Dog Calls, Highway 3/
Mallard Ave, in Hampton

2:03 PM: Traffic Complaints, Ol-
ive Ave S of 170th, in Hampton

2:19 PM: Parking Ord., Behind
Peace Plaza, in Hampton

2:22 PM: Booking Information,
100 Block 5th St SW, in Hampton

3:10 PM: Phone Call To Re-
turn, 300 Block Central Ave W, in
Hampton

5:24 PM: Traffic Stop, Nettle/Hwy
3, in Hampton

6:28 PM: Dog Calls, 500 Block
9th Ave SW, in Hampton

9:51 PM: Fireworks, 200 Block
2nd St SW, in Hampton

9:45 PM: Fireworks, 100 Block
5th St SW, in Hampton

10:22 PM: Fireworks, 2nd St and
7th Ave SW, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

1:13 AM: Suspicious Vehicle,
Beeds Lake Spillway, Hampton

3:00 AM: Welfare Check, Hwy 3/
Rolling Prairie Trail, Franklin

10:25 AM: Information, 250th St/
Nettle, Sheffield

11:12 AM: Welfare Check, Un-
known, Geneva

12:33 PM: Dispatch, Interstate 35
NB, Dows

1:10 PM: Telephone Call, Inter-
state 35, Wright Co

1:23 PM: Suspicious Activity,
Wright Ave, Alexander

2:01 PM: Phone Call To Return,
Hampton, Hampton

2:01 PM: Neighborhood Com-
plaints, 2nd St, Bradford

2:13 PM: Motorist Assist, 1500
Blk Olive Ave, Hampton

4:30 PM: Misc/, Franklin County,
Unknown

6:04 PM: Telephone Call, 255th
St, Sheffield

8:14 PM: Telephone Call, 1-35
NB, Latimer

9:09 PM: Ambulance Call, Hwy 3,
Hampton

10:50 PM: Assist Other Agencies,
305th And Dows Williams Road,
Dows

Sunday, July 5

Hampton Police Department

10:55 AM: Debris On Roadway/
Right-Of-Way, 1300 Blk Quail Ave,
in Hampton

11:17 AM: Dog Calls, 300 Blk 4th
St SE, in Hampton

12:33 PM: Dog Calls, 1000 Blk
North Federal St, in Hampton

6:15 PM: False 911 Calls, 600 Blk
7th St SW, in Hampton

6:38 PM: Phone Call To Return,
Location Not Specified, in Hamp-
ton

7:10 PM: Fireworks, 1000 Blk 1st
St NW, in Hampton

7:17 PM: Alarm, 400 Blk Central
Ave W, in Hampton

8:34 PM: Juveniles, 600 Blk 1st
St NW, in Hampton

9:53 PM: Telephone Call, 200 Blk
Oak Hill Drive, in Hampton

Franklin County Sheriff's Of-
fice

12:25 AM: Misc/, Mallard and
Hwy 65, lowa Falls

1:11 AM: Traffic Stop, 1400 Blk
Hwy 3, Hampton

1:16 AM: Traffic Stop, Olive Ave
and Hwy 3, Hampton

7:30 AM: Theft From Building,
200 Blk 140th St, Alexander

8:02 AM: Traffic Stop, 700 Blk
Hwy 3, Latimer

8:57 AM: Controlled Burn, 900
Blk 110th St, Hampton

10:24 AM: Dog Calls, 130th St
Nettle/Olive in Cerro Gordo, Cerro
Gordo

10:39 AM: Controlled Burn, 1300
Blk Hardin Rd, lowa Falls

1:23 PM: Suspicious Activity, 900
Blk Cardinal Ave, Dows

2:20 PM: 10-50 Property Dam-
age, 900 Blk Cardinal Ave, Dows

3:23 PM: Traffic Stop, 700 Blk
250th, Sheffield

3:23 PM: Traffic Stop, 700 Blk
250th, Sheffield

3:41 PM: False 911 Calls, 1300
Blk Beeds Lake Dr, Hampton

4:03 PM: Traffic Complaints, 135
MM 166 N, Coulter

5:07 PM: OWI, Warbler and Sher-
man, Ackley

5:58 PM: Booking Information,
100 Blk 5th St SW, Hampton

7:03 PM: Controlled Burn, 2000
Blk Heather Ave, Latimer

8:00 PM: Suspicious Vehicle,
120th and 130th on Heather,
Coulter

9:06 PM: Phone Call To Return,
900 Blk Water St, Alden

9:41 PM: Phone Call To Return,
110th and Finch, Dows

11:02 PM: Phone Call To Return,
100 Blk 5th St SW, Hampton

Call: 833-677-1056
TTY: 1-800-735-2942

@MEDlCAL
ASSOCIATES

mahealthplans.com

Tina Keck
tkeck@mabhealthcare.com

Renee Snyder
rsnyder@mahealthcare.com

Medicare has awarded our lowa/llinois plan with b out of five (5) Stars for 2026 and our Wisconsin plan with 45 out of b Stars for 2026,
Every year, Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-Star system. How does your plan rate? Visit www.medicare.gov to compare plans. You must
continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call the phone number
above. Open to all Medicare beneficiaries eligible by age or disability. Medical Associates Health Plans (MAHP) is a Cost plan with a Medicare
contract. Enrollment in MAHP depends on contract renewal. YOO45_MAHP 2065_M CMS Accepted 01262026

Minions & Monsters opened nationally last weekend, with 99 people enjoying the film at the Windsor
Theatre. Minions & Monsters will continue playing at the Windsor Theatre through Thursday, July
16. Showtimes are on Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m., Thursday through Sunday at 7:00 p.m.,
with a Sunday matinee at 1:00 p.m.

Get all your local news and events at

HamptonChronicle.com 24/7!
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Families and friends gathered at the Franklin County Fairgrour:_gls t9 enjoy awarm summer evening before the annual -
Fourth of July firevgﬂ(s display. Asthe\syﬂ set, blankets and lawn chairs filled the\grounds while the community waited for
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fireworks display at the Franklin ~
County Fairgrounds.
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The Plagge family sets out blankets and chairs ~ The Abid family patiently wait in their The Chestnut family found the perfect spot to kick back and The Garcia family eagerly waits
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Jody Hovenga, Karen Hintch and Dan Schipper wait for the The Ungs and File families show off their glow

The Schmidt and Popp families gather together fireworks to begin. accessories and sparklers as they celebrate before
while waiting for the fireworks to take place. the fireworks.

=
.—‘ .
g

comfort

o \
N == - : ' The Foster-Thomas family gathers together
ZO n e 1 R before the flrewolrk§. RicturedisiNoe . to celebrate before the Hampton fireworks.

- j \ Yt Flores, this week's'®enter.Stage feature 2.

¥ .ms - = \ 2/ ~ { . o
M i an » in the Hampton Chronicle: -
= » e Iy - \
f\ \ T r.(. o2
il N
4.' “ H | | ’ q\

Receive up to $1,300 in rebates® when you
purchase the Ultimate Comfort System™**
*Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Prepaid Mastercard

¢PTING (641) 456-2372

= L g Murphy’s Heating & Plumbing, Inc.
MURPHY s murphysheating.com
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For 15 Years lowa’s Prisons Have Asked for Air Conditioning,
This Year Something is Different.
Advisers fear farmland sales proceeds will be used for prison expansion instead

BY ERIN JORDAN
IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

As summer temperatures rise
into the 90s, more than 1,000
[owa prisoners and correctional
officers are sweating it out with-
out air conditioning.

Prolonged heat waves behind
bars can cause heat stroke and
exacerbate chronic conditions
like asthma, heart ailments and
arthritis. Studies also show pris-
ons without air conditioning are
more violent.

For years, the Towa Depart-
ment of Corrections has been
asking lawmakers for funding
to install air conditioning at the
Anamosa State Penitentiary and
the Mount Pleasant Correctional
Facility — prisons that regular-
ly house more than 1,000 men
each.

The lowa Legislature ad-
journed in May without ap-
proving the $8.1 million for the
projects.

But something is different
this year.

The Corrections Depart-
ment has been selling farmland
around state prisons and has
nearly $8 million left after other
repairs and renovations. Agency
leaders won’t say whether they
intend to spend the windfall on
air conditioning, but advisers

think they should.

“I think the most important
thing is to make sure the staff
and inmates’ health is the pri-
ority with the air conditioning,”
said Trent Keller, of Waterloo,
chair of the lowa Board of Cor-
rections. “I wouldn’t want to be
in a place that is 80 to 90 degrees
and all I’'ve got is a small box fan
to cool me down.”

Hot and bothered

Stifling cells, condensation
puddles, poor sleep, trouble
breathing — these are complaints
from men who have been incar-
cerated at Anamosa and Mount
Pleasant during periods like this
week, when heat indices are over
100 degrees.

“It’s been a persistent com-
plaint we’ve gotten for years,”
said Bert Dalmer, senior deputy
ombudsman for the lowa Office
of Ombudsman.

In 2025 alone, the office
fielded six complaints — four
from prisoners at Anamosa
and two from Mount Pleasant —
about lack of air conditioning.
Mount Pleasant, with more than
1,000 prisoners June 30, does not
have AC in most housing units.
In Anamosa, one wing has air
conditioning, but the bulk of the
1,200 prisoners there do not.

Climate change is causing

Observed and Projected Temperature Change

lowa
~—— Observations
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Temperature Change (°F)
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Emissions
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Graphic showing observed and projected temperature change
in lowa from 1900 through 2011. Source: National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

Exterior of Anamosa State Penitentiary, a maximum-security
prison where one wing has air conditioning in cells and one does
not. (Photo courtesy of lowa Department of Corrections)

more extreme weather in lowa,
including more heat waves.
While Iowa’s average summer
daytime high temperatures ha-
ven’t changed much in recent
decades, nighttime tempera-
tures are hotter, likely linked to
humidity, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion reported.

Heat stress increases prison
dangers

Heat stress contributed to the
2024 death of a man held at an
Illinois prison without air con-
ditioning. When a prison nurse
found Michael Broadway, 51,
unresponsive at the Stateville
Correctional Center June 19,
2024, she called 911, WTTW
News reported. The dispatcher
mistakenly thought Broadway
had been outside.

“No, he’s been in his cell, but
it’s like 100 and something de-
grees in here,” the nurse said in
the call recording obtained by
the TV station.

The Stateville prison was
closed in 2025.

Correctional officers not only
have to endure the heat them-
selves, but they may face risks of
increased assaults or other vio-
lence among offenders.

In a study published in 2021,
researchers found days with
average temperatures of 80 de-
grees raised violent interactions
among Mississippi inmates by

20%. To reach an 80-degree dai-
ly average, the daytime tempera-
ture often is over 90 degrees and
nighttime temperature above 70
degrees.

“There are people who say
‘Those inmates are in prison.
They don’t deserve to have AC’,”
said Todd Copley, president
of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees Council 61, which
represents lowa correctional
officers. “But walk a mile in
their shoes and see how you feel.
Their attitudes, their demeanor
affects how the day in the life of
a correctional officer goes.”

Fifteen years of requests
denied

The Anamosa State Peniten-
tiary was built in phases from
1875 to 1899 from limestone
quarried at the nearby Stone
City. The first offenders came
to the prison well before Willis
Carrier invented the first electri-
cal air conditioning unit in 1902.

Even today, only a handful
of states have air conditioning
for all incarcerated individuals,
USA Today reported.

The Iowa Department of Cor-
rections has been asking law-
makers to fund air conditioning
upgrades in the prisons for at
least 15 years, according to a
2020 story in the lowa Capital
Dispatch.

Gov. Kim Reynolds echoed

the need this year by including
$8.1 million in her budget for
prison AC projects. The money
would have come from the Re-
build Iowa Infrastructure Fund
(RIIF).

Lawmakers again did not ap-
prove the projects.

Rep. Jacob Bossman, a Sioux
City Republican who chairs the
RIIF budget subcommittee, said
his party has invested in pris-
on projects that improve public
safety and capacity.

“So long as Iowa House Re-
publicans remain in the majority,
the comfort of convicted crimi-
nals will never take priority
over the safety of law-abiding
JTowans,” he said in a statement.
“While funds to add AC are
worth evaluating, funding de-
cisions are ultimately about pri-
oritizing the most urgent public
safety and infrastructure needs.”

Farmland sales provide
funds

State appropriations supply
the vast majority of lowa’s pris-
on funding. But in 2023, a con-
sultant suggested another source
of one-time money. The Guide-
house Government Alignment
Project recommended the Cor-
rections Department and oth-
er state agencies sell farmland
around their facilities.

One of many limestone out-
buildings on a farm owned by
the Towa Department of Cor-
rections near the Anamosa State
Penitentiary. One of these farms
is on the National Register of
Historic Places for the archi-
tecture of the buildings, which
would not be sold under plans
to sell the farmland. (Photo is
part of the National Register
application)

For more than a century, pris-
on farms in lowa and other states
supplied food for incarcerated
people and taught inmates how
to work the land.

But as the average lowa farm
has ballooned in size and farm
work has become more auto-
mated, prison labor is no longer

used.

So far, the Corrections De-
partment has sold more than half
of the 3,446 total farmland acres
for about $18 million. Anoth-
er 1,300 acres near Anamosa is
expected to bring in another $10
million, the agency reported.

The Corrections Department
has spent $10.3 million so far on
the following:

* $7.4 million to complete a
kitchen and laundry project at
Clarinda Correctional Facility

* $2.9 million to build or
renovate offices for 4th Judicial
District and 5th Judicial District
corrections staff

That leaves $7.7 million.

When the Iowa Capital Dis-
patch asked Corrections De-
partment officials whether that
money could be spent on air con-
ditioning, they replied in a June 3
email: “Infrastructure needs are
determined and approved by Di-
rector (Beth) Skinner and Steve
Dick, DOC Financial Manager,
based on most imminent needs
of the Department.”

A new wrinkle in the pris-
on funding picture is House
File 2542, which requires some
three-time felony offenders to
spend at least seven years in
prison. The “three strikes” bill
is expected to increase lowa’s
prison population by 50% and
require building three more
prisons and expanding others at
a total cost of $1.9 billion, the
Legislative Services Agency
reported.

Larry Smith, a board member
with Towa Citizens for the Re-
habilitation of Errants (CURE),
speaks frequently at Board of
Corrections meetings about air
conditioning needs. He fears HF
2542 will push the cooling proj-
ects back down the priorities list,
leaving inmates to continue to
suffer sweltering conditions.

“Common sense tells me they
are going to use it for new pris-
ons rather than upgrading old
prisons,” he said.

Tick Bites Are Surging in the US This Year. Here’s What to Know.

BY AMELIA TWYMAN
IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

The prime time for ticks is
here in the United States, and
after an especially active start
to the season, experts are urg-
ing the public to stay alert and
take preventive measures.

Monthly emergency de-
partment visits for tick bites
in April spiked to their highest
level since 2017 and continued
to remain high throughout May
and June, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention’s tick bite tracker.

Though it’s hard to predict
what the rest of the season will
look like, given that tick ac-
tivity depends on a number of
different factors, there has defi-
nitely been a recent geographic
expansion of the area ticks in-
habit, said Pilar Fernandez, a
disease ecologist and assistant
professor at Washington State
University.

The tiny blood-suckers,
which tend to thrive in warmer
climates, are spreading to plac-
es that used to be too cold for
their existence, she said during
a July 1 SciLine media brief-
ing, as temperatures rise in the
United States and around the
world.

With more ticks comes
a greater risk of individuals
developing tick-borne dis-
eases such as Lyme disease,
Alpha-gal syndrome and ana-
plasmosis. That’s why research-
ers are encouraging people to
know their facts and learn how
to protect themselves from
bites as they venture outdoors.

What’s going on this year?

According to the CDC, an
estimated 31 million people are
bitten by ticks each year, with
most encounters taking place
between April and October. But
in 2026, ER visits began rising
as early as March.

Weekly ER trips for tick
bites are also up in every U.S.
region except for South Central
as of June 28, the online tick
tracker shows

Global warming is certainly
one reason behind this recent
surge in tick activity, though
Fernandez said the whole pic-
ture is much more complicated.

Because ticks can live for up
to two to three years, it’s diffi-
cult to understand the delayed
seasonal effects of increased
temperatures or precipitation
on their population, she said.

Other factors including local
environmental conditions and
how much time people spend
outside can have an impact on
annual tick encounters, she
added.

Every spring and summer,
she said, people ask her if it’s
going to be a “big year” for
ticks, which is “a really hard
question to answer, because it’s
not equal across all locations.”

Most tick cases are recorded
in the Northeast and Midwest,
but different species of ticks
are found in every region of
the country. And as the popu-
lation expands into areas where
people are unaware of how to
protect themselves and unac-
customed to checking for bites,
the threat of contracting a tick-
borne infection grows, Fernan-

Y

A lone star tick, which is a very aggressive tick that bites humans.
A circular rash sometimes follows the bite. (Photo courtesy
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)

dez said.

Tick-borne diseases

Ticks carry pathogens that
they then pass on to humans
by biting into their skin and
feeding on their blood. An un-
treated tick bite can lead to the
development of one of nearly
20 different human diseases in
the U.S., the most common of
which is Lyme disease — about
476,000 patients are treated an-
nually, according to the CDC.

Another tick-borne infec-
tion that has been on the rise
is Alpha-gal syndrome, which
causes people to experience a
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serious allergic reaction after
they eat red meat or other an-
imal products that contain the
sugar molecule alpha-gal. It
is most commonly associated
with the lone star species of
tick distributed throughout the
Northeastern, Southern and
Midwestern United States.
Initial symptoms of tick-
borne illnesses are unspecif-
ic and often the same as those
that come with regular sick-
ness, such as a fever, headache,
muscle aches and joint pain,
according to Alvaro Toledo,
an associate professor in the

Department of Entomology at
Rutgers who also spoke at the
July 1 media briefing.

“Physicians need to be vigi-
lant and aware if they receive a
patient with symptoms that are
compatible with a tick-borne
disease,” he said.

What if you find a tick?

If one discovers a tick on
the skin, Toledo said the proper
response is to first quickly re-
move the tick with tweezers by
pinching and pulling it up in a
vertical motion, then disinfect-
ing the area and monitoring for
signs of sickness.

People should not, on the
other hand, deal with a tick by
burning it off or applying pe-
troleum jelly to the bite, said
University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison Assistant Professor Adela
Oliva Chavez, a tick researcher,
at the briefing.

“Those are myths,” she
warned.

Ticks typically do not trans-
mit infection until after they
have been attached to the skin
for 24 hours, which is why the
CDC recommends people aim

to remove the pests as soon as
possible within the first day.

However, experts say the
most effective way to prevent
tickborne disease in humans is
by limiting exposure to ticks in
the first place.

Toledo said people should
use chemical sprays such as
permethrin on their clothing
and classic bug repellents on
their skin to keep ticks away.
It’s also a good idea to wear
long, light-colored clothing
when spending time in forests
and other highly vegetated ar-
eas where ticks are abundant.

But, he added as a remind-
er to the public, there is “no
zero-risk zone anywhere when
you go out ... even in your
backyard, risk is not zero.”

Individuals can further re-
duce their chance of acquiring a
tick bite by checking their pets
just as often themselves, ac-
cording to Oliva Chavez. Dogs
and cats can easily bring ticks
into the house from outside,
and if they aren’t yet attached
to the animal’s flesh, they can
make their way onto humans,
she said.

On-Site EMS Support

Our EMS team will be at the fair all week, ready if you need us.

Stop & Say Hi

You'll see FGH staff around, don’t be shy!

FREE Watermelon

Friday, July 17th at 3:00pm - until gone

Proud to care for the community,
at the fair and all year long.

Providing care you can trust, close to home.

Y FRANKLIN
FeHs
HOSPITAL

an asiiiate of MIERCY
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William Vosburg has
continued to make an im-
pact for the Hampton-Du-
mont-CAL baseball team
this season both at the
plate and on the mound.

Vosburg, 16, is a soph-
omore heading into his
junior year and has taken
on multiple roles for the
Bulldogs, playing catch-
er, pitcher and occasion-
ally infield. After starting
pitcher duties during
the season, Vosburg has
shown his ability to con-
tribute in several areas of the game.

Through the season, Vosburg has continued to develop
as a pitcher, recording 26 strikeouts while allowing just two
earned runs in his first four starts. He also holds one of the
team’s top batting averages and leads the team in RBIs and
extra base hits.

Vosburg said one of the biggest highlights of the season
has been the team’s strong start and his performance both
offensively and defensively.

“My favorite moment this year was in the first game of
the year,” Vosburg said. “I hit a two-RBI double, and it was
an awesome moment.”

A typical practice for Vosburg includes throwing to help
prepare his arm, defensive work and hitting drills. With
playing multiple positions, he said balancing everything can
sometimes be challenging.

“With playing lots of positions, it can be difficult at
times to cover everything,” Vosburg said.

Along with baseball, Vosburg is involved in cross coun-
try, track, wrestling and student council. He said his goal
of playing collegiate baseball continues to motivate him to
keep improving.

“I have lots of hard goals, including playing collegiate
baseball, so that’s a big motivator for me,” Vosburg said.

Vosburg credits his mom and grandpa for helping him
along the way, whether it was attending offseason tourna-
ments, spending time hitting or helping him grow as a play-
er or person.

Through baseball, Vosburg said he has learned the im-
portance of continuing to move forward, even when things
do not go as planned.

“Sometimes in life you can do everything right and still
have a bad outcome, and you’ve just got to keep moving
forward through that,” Vosburg said.

As the season continues, Vosburg hopes to keep hitting
the ball hard, throwing strikes on the mound and enjoying
time with his teammates.
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Tuesday: 6 PM- 8 PM
Wednesday to Saturday: 10 AM- 8 PM
Sunday: 10 AM- Sold Out

Marlins Win Kirby Puckett Champlonshlp

BY ELIAN TREVINO
HAMPTON CHRONICLE

HAMPTON - The Marlins
finished their 2026 season on
a high note, winning the Kirby
Puckett Championship after a
season full of growth, team-
work and fun.

Tanner Miller coached the
Marlins this season, with help
from Justin Hesnard, Mike Hal-
sne, Jess Harlan, Blake Walker
and Trevor Reysack. While this
was Miller’s first season coach-
ing this group, he previously
spent two years coaching t-ball.

“This season was different
as my boy went up a league and
it was all new to him and I,”
Miller said.

Throughout the season,
Miller watched the players be-
come more comfortable with
the game and gain confidence.
Many players started the year
nervous at the plate, but by the
end of the season, they were
swinging, making contact and
enjoying their time on the field.

“We had a lot of kids that
were scared to bat at first. By
the end of the season, a lot were
swinging and hitting the ball,”

La A

The Marlins celebrate thelr Klrby Puckett Champlonshlp V|ctory W|th medals and rings.

Miller said.

The Marlins’ championship
season was built around playing
together and supporting each
other. Miller said there was
not one specific moment that
changed the season, but instead
the team continued improving
throughout the year.

“We played well all year and

they all played as a team,” Mill-
er said.

The season was meaningful
for Miller as he watched his son
grow in the sport while also
coaching many players he had
known from previous years.

Tanner hopes the players
continue playing baseball, but
more importantly, remember to

enjoy the game and have fun.

“It’s just a game and remem-
ber MLB players strike out too,”
Miller said.

With the season complete,
Miller hopes the players con-
tinue to enjoy baseball and keep
building on what they learned
this year.

BY NED BOHACH

The senior boys all feel like
“I don’t fear getting older, I fear
the day I can’t walk to the first-
tee box." The boys feathered
by weather (I'm not a poet ya
know) continued their quest for
the honor of being the best of the
worst or something like that. It
was a balmy, wet day, but at least
it was not snowing! There were
quite a few AWOL guys. [ guess
they don’t like heat and rain. I
assume they think they would
boil and shrink! The remaining
boys just sucked it up and head-
ed out the door like a shot out of
a cannon. FrankO the fearless
(I guess) later commented on

Wednesday to Friday:
3PM-10 PM
Saturday: 1 PM- 10 PM
Sunday: 12 PM- 5 PM

LUMBERJACK SHOW
Wednesday to Friday:
12PM & 6 PM

Saturday & Sunday:
12PM, 3PM & 6 PM

™ R Wi Rk W

HAPPY 250™ BIRTHDAY

AMERICA

SATURDAY
Veteran's Motorcycle
Ride & Quilts of Valor

Ridgestone Senior Golf

how neat the guys dressed for
the day in their red/white/
blue outfits. He reward-
ed those who dressed
accordingly with an
extra mulligan. They

all looked like flut-
tering flags zooming
down the fairways.
Dougy Hahn, Les Hurd
andDon Greimann com-
bined for a 68 to take home
the golden trophy. It was a
picture of Frank missing a one
foot putt. Frank Schnoes, Larry
Fanny and Dick Brown fired
70 shots as did Mark Kramer,
Tom Severeand Mike Paine.
The latter group won on a

carton of fresh pineapple. Only
stickler is they have to

go to Hawaii to get it.

Frank, Dick & Lar-
ry had excuses as
long as a telephone
wire. [ think we still
~ have those don’t
we? Dave O’Con-
nor, Brian Johnson
(newbee) and Jim Allen
carded 73, which was good
for nuttin' honey. If, if and if
were their excuses, but they
also vowed to be back next
week to avenge their loss.
Brad Mulford, Leon Root and

| Steve Birdsall notched a 75,
which was good enough to not

tie-breaker and took home a | place last. They did each win

FBIl: FROM COVER

a free cruise at Beeds Lake on
the excursion ship, “Pars Only!”
Limping in with nothing to brag
about except they finished unin-
jured were Darryl Peter, Nick-
Mulford and Jerry Nelson with a
score so high it would be embar-
rassing to print, thus it was LX-
IXVIIII but don’t tell anybody!!
One more chapter is filed in
the archives somewhere I guess.
Mike told me that cows spy on
other cows by using steak out
measures. Les told me his barber
won a race by taking a shortcut!
Nick told me a cow eating grass
is a lawn mooooer! Okay, I got
fired once from a calendar fac-
tory and all was did was skip a
day! See ya on the flip-flop!

One of the main topics dis-
cussed during the meeting was
the growing issue of online
scams and the challenges law
enforcement faces when trying
to recover money stolen from
victims.

Bird said the FBI has made
progress in identifying inter-
national groups involved in
scams, but recovering money
remains difficult when funds
are transferred outside the
country.

“Many times this is in a for-
eign cryptowallet, sometimes
in Southeast Asia, for exam-
ple,” Bird said. “But today
we were talking about ways
we could work together, fol-
low those cases, follow those
threads and try to get the mon-
ey back from the person it was
taken from.”

Iowa Public Safety Com-
missioner Stephen Bayens said
local law enforcement agencies
often work together by sharing
information during investiga-
tions, but some cases require
help from federal partners.

“Each individual investi-
gation might have a sliver of
evidence, but not enough to

P°°°

~
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identify who is responsible,”
Bayens said. “Once it leaves
kind of our jurisdictional au-
thority is really where we lean
on our federal partnerships
because they have that kind of
jurisdictional reach both na-
tionally and internationally.”

Andrea Miller said the
meeting was valuable for
smaller counties like Frank-
lin County because it allowed
officials to connect with
others dealing with similar
challenges.

“Coming from a small rural
county, I really feel that some-
thing like today is very helpful
to make connections and to see
other people who are dealing
with the same issues we are,”
Miller said.

Miller said issues such as
scams, human trafficking and
methamphetamine impact
communities throughout lowa,
regardless of their size.

“Even though Franklin
County is a small county, we
deal with these issues like
the scams for sure, human
trafficking and methamphet-
amine touch all of our coun-
ties, whether it’s a big place

el ET S
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like Polk County or a small
one like Franklin,” Miller said.
“So I really appreciate General
Bird for putting this together
and Director Patel for being
here.”

The meeting also focused
on regional efforts to com-
bat human trafficking and
strengthen drug investigations
across lowa.

Officials said continued
cooperation between local,
state and federal agencies will
remain important as law en-
forcement works to address
crimes that often extend be-
yond individual communities.

Patel did not speak with
Iowa reporters following the
meeting.

The meeting provided law
enforcement leaders with an
opportunity to strengthen
partnerships and share strat-
egies for addressing issues
that continue to impact lowa
communities.
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Lumberjack Show Tues: 6pm-8pm Goldstar Carnival
Wed to Fri: 12pm & 6pm Wed to Sat: 1pm-10pm Wed to Fri: 3pm -10pm
Sat & Sun: 12pm, 3pm & 6pm Sun: 12pm-5pm Sat: 1pm-10pm Sun: 12pm-5pm
FREE SHOWS! WRISTBANDS AVAILABLE!

JULY 15-19, 2026
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The North Central lowa Model

The North Central lowa
Model Railroad Club’s first
year on the fair grounds was
2011.

They moved in the neglect-
ed depot basement in April,
which needed a lot of work. By
fair time, they had half of the
track operating, but with very
little scenery. Fifteen years later
they are still doing remodeling
and adding new features.

The North Central lowa
Model Railroad Club has sev-
enteen active members. Their
members range in age from 15

e ﬁ'ﬂ C{zrztral [th

Hodg! Rairoad Clof

Railroad Club

to over 80.

The members are skilled in
various talents: scenery, track
laying, electronics, and struc-
ture building. They meet each
Thursday night, with a busi-
ness meeting held on the 3rd
Thursday of each month.

The club also hosts a train
show in October. The 2026
train show will be their 14th
annual event. They draw train
enthusiasts from a wide area:
Southern Towa almost to cen-
tral Minnesota.

The North Central lowa Model Rallroad Club

Here’s a little thank-you
just for you! The Franklin
County Veterans Affairs Of-
fice is giving away $10 meal
tickets or ice cream tickets
to the first 100 veterans at
the Franklin County Fair!

To claim yours, simply
stop by the Franklin County
Veterans Affairs Office be-
fore the fair, or find Adam
Akers at the fairgrounds. It’s

our way of saying thank you
for your service and sacrifice.
Don’t wait—once the first
100 tickets are gone, they’re
gone! Courtesy of the Frank-
lin County Veterans Affairs
Office, proudly serving those
who served us.

Check out the Freedom
Ride Ad found on the next

page in this fair tabloid!

C  Open

Join the fun and share
your talent by exhibiting in
the open class at the fair July
15-19. Open to persons of all
ages, even if you live outside
the county you can be an
exhibitor.

You can get a copy of the
rules and classes at www.

@nklincountyfair.com or at

Class

the fair office.

Open Class exhibitors can
enter their projects in the ex-
hibits building (convention
center) on Monday, July 13
from 4-7 pm and on Tuesday
from 7:30 am- 11 am.

For more information, go
to the website or call the of-
fice at 641- 456-2049

+ CRAIGHTON GRAIN
ESSENTIALS INC

Your Local Authorized Dealer

Sales, Installation & Service
Grain Dryers & Equipment

Saturday July 1 8th ! i

l }—

Grain Bins & Equipment

h h , .

‘&n;c 'srsﬁ};fisg‘l))ﬁrtﬂf i + <SUkUP Pneumatic Systems
HAMBURGEREIS12) * ,

quh s(:l}e%sgygot?(toes, Servmg North Central lowa

ac sala T rankin Ccoun
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We're your neighbors, your advocales, \\
and your W real estate team.

BUYING v SELLING v ACREAGES v~ FARMS S
RESIDENTIAL v COMMERCIAL s

,(3/5 §Z?mé/vuyé
K’M/{M
® 641-812-0739

Abbott Realty

SERVING HAMPTON
Jowa

aé fuem/,{m

: r/Ou men Realton®

@641 -430-3821 | @ 641-425-7159

Whether you're buying your first home,
AN

selling your last, or investing in land,
we're here for every step of the way!
+ Homes & Acreages

+ Farms & Land

+ Residential and /V
+ Commercial

@ 641-456-4707

(O) 7-1stAveNE

(Q) e TRCRrL s
\Q/, Hampton, 1A 50441 @ HAMPTONIOWAREALESTATE.COM

Q) Proud lo live, work & serve ri
~ % % LICENSED REALTORS IN THE STATE
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Grandpa’s Faun

July 15-19

There are plenty of things to do at grandpa’s
farm! Come experience some old time farming!
There are daily demonstrations of steam engines,
sawmill, gang plow; threshing, and so much more!

Grandpa’s Farm Events

Tractor Ride

Sign-up at Grandpa’s Farm on Tuesday, July
14 at 10:30 AM. Ride returns to Hampton for
Fair Parade Lineup at 4:00 PM.

Garden Tractor Pull
Friday, July 17 at 5:00 PM.

Tractor and Pickup Pull

Saturday, July 18 at 9:30 AM at Grandpa’s
Farm. Weigh-in for tractors & trucks starts at
8:30 AM. Details below.

Compelilions

Al manner of contests on the grounds ab

the fain... we have it all!

2026 GRANDPA'S FARM TRACTOR RIDE

TUESDAY, JULY 14 AT THE FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
Schedule

Registration - 10:30

Lunch - 11:30

Depart Fairgrounds - 4:00

Details

$25 per driver ($10 per buddy seat rider)
- Includes lunch & snacks

43 miles throu
- All paved

ghout Franklin County

Horse Power Threshing Machine Shows
Saturday & Sunday, July 18 & 19.

Iowa Draft Horse Pullers & Overload Pull
Sunday, July 19 at 1:00 PM.

* Pie Eating Contest: Fri. 2 pm

* FC Farm Bureau Cook-out Contest: Sat. 3 pm
* Cutest Baby Contest: Sat. 4 pm

* Parent Look Alike Contest: Wed. 5 pm

* Rubber Chicken Throwing Contest: Fri. 1 pm

" Entortainment al the
Mont's Watew Gagebo

Wednesday 1-4 Dawn Grosk ruger
Thursday 1-4 Bill Hendren & Friends
Friday 12-3 Tim Collins & Denny Campbell

Saturday 12-3 Sleepy Bones Allison
Sunday 1-4 Jack Jensen /

"l

Scan for more
details

Satwiday, August 29th, 2026

. r.
YOU
AT THE

PEOPLE. PROGRESS. PRIDE’"

FRANKLIN COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Proud Sponsor of the Franklin County Fair

BURGER
FEED _’

AG ADVENTURE SCAVENGER HUNT

FAIR!

’KIDS GﬁMES & NORE

JULY
15-19

$200 Grand Prize

Winner competes
at lowa State Fair

* FRANKLIN COUNTY VETERANS AFFAIRS *
————— AT THE FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR ———

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY
“230 FREEDOM RIDE

* * k *
FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS

SATURDAY, JULY 18™

: EAST ENTRANCE -

@ﬁi? REGISTRATION STARTS AT
8:00 AM

ALL RIDERS MUST REGISTER

back to the Fair to enjoy

the day.

— ALL MOTORCYCLE RIDERS WELCUME

o \
DRIVER MEETING AT _ 3 il S S\

9:00 AM

KICK STANDS UP

9:15 AM

Ride around Franklin Cou
with FCVA as we celebrati
250 years of Freedom an
Independence! Round trip

Franklin County Veterans Affairs sends a
special invitation out to all Veteran motorcycle riders.
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Pranklin: County Faiv Queen Welcome

Wow, it has been quite the
year! I remember when I was
a little girl, I would always see
the fair queen at the fair and
think how amazing it would be
to become that someday. I am
so grateful to have been blessed
with that opportunity this year,
and it truly has been an un-
forgettable experience. I have
made so many memories and
gained so many friendships
that will last me a lifetime,
thanks to this amazing fair.

Although there have been
many moments that have im-
pacted me during my reign as
Franklin County Fair Queen,

2025 Fair Queen Abby Schoning

I have been most blessed by
those around me being so wel-
coming and becoming a sec-
ond family at the fair. Every
person at the Franklin Coun-
ty Fair, whether it be a board
member making sure every-
thing goes smoothly or a regu-
lar fairgoer enjoying this place,

We will be broadcasting LIVE every hour from
11am-8pm at the Press Building in Pleasant Hill
on the Franklin County Fair Grounds.

Come say hello!

=N
(@KLMJ\ Fgw OnTheGo
104.9:m )
I HAMPTON PUSH! /r(’on u//?l
CHRONICLE

makes the fair so much more
than just a fair; they make it
a home. The fair is not just a
home for me, but it is also a
place where everyone can feel
welcome.

The thing that I have loved
most about being the Frank-
lin County Fair Queen is the
connections that I have built
through this wonderful oppor-
tunity within our community.
During candidate events, I had
the pleasure of getting to know
ten other amazing and power-
ful women who were all pas-
sionate about not only the fair
but also about agriculture. I
have also been able to see work
behind the scenes and how
much goes into keeping this
amazing fair going, specifically
the hard work of the fair board
members. Their dedication to
the fair and the people who at-
tend is truly inspiring.

At the state fair, I was also
able to meet so many won-
derful people and discuss the
different experiences we have
had, and I learned so much
about other county fairs. Hear-
ing about other fairs made me
even more grateful than I al-
ready was that I was serving as
Franklin County’s fair queen.
Being surrounded by over 100
strong, creative, and empow-
ering young women was an
unforgettable experience that I
wish everyone could have.

see QUEEN:
Page 12

Facv Puncess & Punce, Ztlile
Miss & Mistev Cowonalion

The Queen Committee is
hosting this event. We will
again be accepting nomina-
tions for both boys and girls.
There are two categories for
both. 5-7 year olds (Little Miss
and Mister), and 8-9 year olds
(Little Prince and Princess).
The committee wants all girls
and boys to have fun with this
contest. It is a great way to feel
included and aspire to doing
more with the fair in the fu-
ture. Whether it is Fair Queen
or even showing animals..

All contestants who re-
side in Franklin County or
have most of their activities in
Franklin County are eligible to
participate.

Each registered candidate
will ride in the fair parade on
Tuesday July 14, and compete
Thursday July 16, at 3:00 PM in

2025 Little Mister
Pierson Dirksen

g‘l‘lﬂc
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HAMPTON -« 641-456-2372

www.murphysheating.com

LENNOX)D

PREMIER DEALER™

2025 Little Princess
Hannah Swieter

the VanWall tent on the Frank-
lin County Fairgrounds.

Each candidate will be
judged on personality, appear-
ance, cuteness, and how they
answer a variety of questions.

We are hoping to have a
large group of young men and
ladies participate.

The winners of each age
group (both boys and girls)
will spend a delightful after-
noon on the fairgrounds with
the Queen.

The Little Princess and Lit-
tle Miss will receive a tiara
from the Franklin County Fair
Board, a necklace from Chris-
tensen Jewelry, as well as a
bouquet of roses.

Everyone is encouraged to
come out to the fair and enjoy
the competition.

2025 Little Miss
Jiada Sochit

Convention

Cenlerr &
Campg/rownds

Free Gate
Free Parking

5 Nights of

Grandstand
Entertainment!
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Pawl Bunyan Lumbeyack Show

If you want great old- fash-
ioned fun and family enter-
tainment, the Paul Bunyan
Lumberjack Show is what
you would want. The show
is filled with action packed

competition, and plenty of
laughter. The Paul Bunyan
Lumberjack Show features
only quality lumberjack com-
petitors known throughout
the world.

The Paul Bunyan Lumber-
jack Show has been perform-
ing at fairs, sports shows,
festivals, theme parks, and
both private and corporate
events for over 33 years. The

Show has performed all over
the world including Japan,
Bermuda, Europe, China,
Australia and Africa. Events
presented during a show in-
clude log rolling, underhand

chopping, springboard chop-
ping, standing block chop.
crosscut sawing, axe throw-
ing, and dragster chainsaw
competition, just to name a
few.

- >
- = See Yous "y

AT THE FAIR!

Stop by & Grab Some Goodies ‘
We're excited to be part of the
Franklin County Fair!

WEDNESDAY SUNDAY

Find Us at Both Pleasant Hill Bank
Fair Entrances

* Visitusinside

» Giveaways & handouts

 Register to win a gift
basket!

« Giveaways
« Fun handouts
« Stop and say hi!

FIRST BANK
- HAMPTON

Member FDIC

2

‘ NTER TO WIN!
& GIFT BASKET |

No purchase, payment, or donation is required to win. Being a customer does not increase your chances of
winning. Odds of winning depend on the number of total entries submitted. Winer does not need to be
present to win. Promotional item available while supplies last.

Watermelon Feed
Friday, July 17

3:00 pm - until gone
Near the gazebo

Franklin County Fairgrounds

Join us by the gazebo near Pleasant Hill for a
healthy snack and visit with FGH colleagues.
We can’t wait to see you!

Fm FRANKLIN
GENERAL
HOSPITAL

An Affiliate of M ERCY

1720 Central Ave. E., Hampton
641-456-5000
FranklinGeneral.com
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Wednesday, July 15

This year, the Franklin County Fair is proud to
partner with Rogue Rodeo Productions to bring you
a fast-paced, exciting, and family-friendly rodeo like
no other!

Based in Albia, Iowa, Rogue Rodeo Productions
has been delivering top-quality rodeo entertainment
across lowa and the Midwest since 2017. Founded by
Jerry Beaumont and Stephanie Allgood, Rogue Ro-
deo is known for their professionalism, quality buck-
ing stock, and electric atmosphere that keeps fans on

ROGUE RODEO

the edge of their seats from start to finish.
Their accolades speak for themselves — Rogue
Rodeo has earned multiple awards from the Iowa Ro-

deo Cowboys Association, including IRCA Rodeo of
the Year, and their bull 442 Twinkie has been named
URA Bucking Bull of the Year multiple years running.
When Rogue Rodeo comes to town, you know you're
getting championship-caliber action.

Whether you're a lifelong rodeo fan or bringing the
kids for the first time, this is one event you won't want
to miss. Come out and cheer on the cowboys and
cowgirls as Rogue Rodeo Productions puts on a show
worthy of Franklin County!

Strap in and hold on —
Muddy Mayhem is bring-
ing the dirt, the noise, and
the heart-pounding excite-
ment of Figure 8 racing to
the Franklin County Fair
grandstand!

Figure 8 racing is one of
the most uniquely thrilling
forms of motorsport you’ll
ever witness. Cars blast
around a track that literal-
ly crosses itself at the center,
meaning drivers aren’t just
racing the clock — theyre
racing each other through the
intersection, trading paint

and nerves every single lap.

There’s nothing else like it.
The people behind this

event have lived and breathed

this sport for decades. From
watching their first Figure 8
race as a kid to wrenching on
cars in the garage, to building

T

Sunday July 19

and driving their own ma-
chines on North Iowa dirt

tracks, this is more than a job
— it’s a lifelong passion. And

now they’re bringing all of
that experience, energy, and
love for the sport straight to
the Franklin County Fair.

Whether you’re a die-
hard racing fan or just look-
ing for something that’ll get
the whole family out of their
seats, Muddy Mayhem deliv-
ers the kind of raw, wheel-to-
wheel action you won't forget.
Come out Sunday, July 19 and
see what the buzz is all about.

We are Good and Getting
Better.
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One of Nashville's most inspiring young trailblaz-
ers, Anne Wilson is a revolution in modern music.
The Lexington, Ky. native, known for her transcen-
dent vocal and down-to-earth storytelling, recently
released her new single, “God Story” Her last album,

§ ! ’
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REBEL, featured her hopeful, healing debut Country
single “Rain In The Rearview” as well as her chart-top-
ping Christian radio ballad “Strong”” The genre-bend-
ing album followed her GRAMMY-nominated 2022
debut “My Jesus,” with the title track becoming a
PLATINUM-certified No. 1 hit on Billboard’s Chris-
tian Airplay chart. Since then, Wilson has tallied over
1 Billion global streams, made her Grand Ole Opry
debut, and wrapped her entirely sold-out headlining
My Jesus Tour. Already named a Spotify Hot Country
Artist to Watch, one of CMT’s Next Women of Coun-
try, and a 2024 Opry Next Stage Artist, she has made
high-profile appearances on TODAY and ACM Hon-
ors, while earning her first-ever CMT Music Awards
nomination, as well as a Billboard Music Award. Un-
apologetically real, Wilson approaches her craft with a
purpose and conviction that sets her apart, declaring,
“I am who I am — I'm Anne Wilson. Ilove God and
that’s my everything, but I love Country music, too,
and I can have a beautiful mix of both.”

Heartland Museum
119 9th St. SW
Clarion, IA 50525
515-602-6000

BRING THE

Hours: May 27 - Sept 5

Wed - Sat 10 am - 4 pm T H E FAI R! NS 1stsecurity.bank member Foic

Last admission 2 pm

TUESDAY, JULY 14TH AT 5:00 PM
Spot us for color changing cups, Parade
Call for hand fans, and candy!
appointments on

other days.

I
FAMILY! SEE YOU AT (N FIRST SECURITY

Pleasant THURSDAY, JULY 16TH 10 AM - 6 PM

Hill See us for a chance to win a prize and receive a
coupon for $1 off ice cream (while supplies last).

SUNDAY, JULY19TH9 AM - 12 PM
. Sponsor
Find us on the grounds for free
. . Day
water and First Securlty swag.

SUNDAY, JULY 19TH AT 4:30 PM
Grandstand First 200 to arrive will get a
free poncho keychain!

No purchase or account required to enter or win. Odds of winning dependent on number
of entries. Need not be present to win. Ice cream coupons limited to one per person.
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Gel the Led Oul

Experience the raw pow- world-renowned tribute to
er and mystique of Led Zep- the 2026 Franklin County drums of “When the Levee
pelin like never before! Get Fair for one unforgettable
The Led Out is bringing their night.

From the thundering

Breaks” to the haunting beau-
ty of “Stairway to Heaven,”
this six-piece powerhouse
delivers note-for-note recre-
ations that will transport you
straight to the golden age of

rock. Expect deep cuts for the
die-hard fans, intimate acous-
tic moments like “Tangerine”
and “Going to California,”
and arena-shaking anthems
including “Kashmir;” “Whole
Lotta Love,” and “Rock and
Roll”

Whether you grew up on
Zeppelin or you're discover-
ing their genius for the first
time, this is your chance to
witness the magic of one of
rocK’s greatest bands—Ilive at
the fair. Don’t miss it!

JEFFREY T. OBRECHT
BROKER/OWNER, AUCTIONEER, APPRAISER
C: 515-689-1648 | O: 641-648-5065
Jeff@TheDirtDealer.com

ANDREW BENNING
REAL ESTATE SALES ASSOCIATE
C: 641-903-9607
Andrew@TheDirtDealer.com

KELLEN SUNTKEN
REAL ESTATE SALES ASSOCIATE
C: 515-571-8565
Kellen@TheDirtDealer.com

—— Q MID IOWA | s

REAL ESTATE, AUCTIONS, & APPRAISALS

LI www.TheDirtDealer.com

Join us

AT R EAR

Tuesday, July 14................. Watch for our Blue Crew in the Parade
Friday, July 17......... United Bank & Trust Company Day at the Fair

Stop by Pleasant Hill Bank on Friday, July 17th
for freebies and a chance to win a smoker grill,
meat bundle, or Adventureland tickets.

UBTC is proud to be a long-time
supporter of the Franklin County Fair. We’ll see you soon!

IBUBTC

UNITED BANK & TRUST COMPANY

www.ubtc.net

MEMBER FDIC

Experience UBTC!
Alden 515-859-3391 ™ Dows 515-852-4151
Hampton 641-456-5587 m Sheffield 641-892-4110
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Some people just know in-
nately who they are and what
they stand for. Within a few
minutes of any interaction
with Craig Morgan, it’s read-
ily apparent God, family and
country are his foundation.
The veteran hitmaker con-
tinues to celebrate those pil-
lars on his new EP, American
Soundtrack.

“I try to celebrate God,
family and country in my
music and in everything I do,”
the Tennessee native says.
“That’s what I have always
done and I've come to real-
ize it's my platform. I don’t
stress about things as much
as [ used to. I just try to write,
sing, produce and play the

best music that we can and go
where I think God wants me
to be”

Morgan is making a differ-
ence and is known almost as
much for his philanthropy as
his music. He’s been a long-
time ambassador for Oper-
ation Finally Home, which
provides mortgage-free, cus-
tom-built homes and home
modifications for veterans,
first responders and their
families. He’s done nearly 20
overseas tours for our troops
where he has entertained
more than 45,000 service
members and military fami-
lies in 15 countries.

Giving back and making
the world a better place is per-

petually on Morgan’s agenda,
and he’s hoping the songs on
American Soundtrack will
not only entertain but make
a difference. “I hope these

songs create positive energy,
Morgan says. “I want peo-
ple to feel inspired. I want
people to laugh and enjoy
what we do, but I also hope
it makes them feel motivat-
ed to do good, to live a good
life and to be kind. I believe
we should live our lives in ac-
cordance with God’s truth; in
honesty, fairness, kindness,
love, and generosity. When
you are doing all those things
everything else will just fall
into place”

s

641-456-5521
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.
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We're happy to support local county fairs, which bring out the
best in our communities. Here's to enjoying a timeless tradition
with your neighbors and friends. Trust in Tomorrow.®

G GRINNELL

Because of our sponsors, we were able to install a chairlift at the
South entrance of the Train Depot at the fairgrounds!

Butson Tractor and Restoration

Hampton Hardware

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, Sl. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company, S, 2025.

Poet Bioprocess-ing Franklin Financial Inc
E a'nd E Repair Sukup Manufacturing Co.
P&J s Barbershop Murphy's Heating & Plumbing Inc.
Heritage Mutual Ins. '
Mort's Water Co.
Abbott Realty .
AG Solutions, Inc.
Danne L. Knoll 1 )
UBTC Eastside Trains and RC
ONTHEGOMedia Consolidated Services LTD
FIRST BANK Hampton Dumont Harken Lumber Inc.
Jaspersen Ins & Real LTD Olive Ave Feed




1 0 WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2026

Franklin County Faiv July 15-19

HAMPTON CHRONICLE

Sunday, July 12
8:00 AM-9:15AM-Warm-Up & Horse Exhibitor Check-in Horse
Arena Livestock
9:30AM Open Horse/Pony Show Horse Arena Livestock
Following Open Horse/Pony Show Horse Show Horse Arena

Livestock
Monday, July 13

9:00 AM-11:00 AM-Youth Exhibit Judging Exhibits Building 4-H
12:00 PM 3:00 PM Youth Exhibit Judging Exhibits Building 4-H
4:00 PM 7:00 PM Open Class Entry (EXCEPT Horticulture &

Floriculture) Exhibits Building Open Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)
5:00 PM Tack may be set up Livestock

Tuesday, July 14

7:00 AM-1:00 PM Livestock Arrive (Must be in by 1:00 PM)
Livestock

7:30AM-11:00 AM-Open Class Entry (EXCEPT Horticulture &
Floriculture) Exhibits Building Open Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

10:30AM-11:30AM-Tractor Ride Registration, Line-Up, & Meal
Grandpa's Farm

12:00 PM 4:00 PM Tractor Ride Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's Farm

1:00 PM Open Class Judging Exhibits Building Open Class (Deb
Lukensmeyer)

1:15 PM Exhibitor Meeting (All exhibitors EXCEPT horse) Show
Arena Livestock

1:30 PM Beef Cattle Weigh-In Livestock

2:15PM Poultry Pollarium Testing Livestock

3:00 PM Parade Line-Up Greater Franklin County Chamber of
Commerce

3:00 PM Swine Weigh-In Livestock

5:00 PM Fair Parade Greater Franklin County Chamber of
Commerce

6:00 PM 8:00 PM Ice Cream Stand Open (Toppings) Ice Cream
Stand/On Grounds

6:30 PM Dairy Cattle & Goat Check-In Livestock

7:00 PM Sheep (Plus Meat & Fancy Goat) Weigh-In Livestock

Wednesday, July 15

8:00 AM Sheep Show (Show Arena) Livestock

PFE

SUPPOR T"ER OF THE FAIR

9:00 AM-11:00 AM-Clover Kids Exhibits Judging Exhibits Building
4-H

9:00 AM-9:00 PM Exhibits Building Open Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

10:00 AM Opening Ceremony North County Landscaping Pergola
Board President (Jacob) Hampton Legion

10:00 AM-9:00 PM Comercial Exhibits Open Commercial &
Marketplace Buildings Commercial

10:00 AM-8:00 PM Ice Cream Stand Open (peach) Ice Cream
Stand/On Grounds

10:00 AM-8:00 PM North Central Model Railroad Club Open
Railroad Club Railroad Club

11:00 AM Read & Roam Pleasant Hill Office

12:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

1:00 PM 4-H Clothing Event Style Show Van Wall Tent 4-H

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Live Music by Dawn Groszkruger Mort's Water
Gazebo On Grounds

3:00 PM 10:00 PM Carnival (Gold Star Amusements)
Commercial (Alan)

3:00 PM Rabbit Show Rabbit/Poultry Tent Livestock

3:00 PM 7:00 PM Ag Learning Center Pleasant Hill Rodney &
Lacey (Farm Bureau help)

5:00 PM 9:00 PM Knights Of Columbus BINGO Marketplace
Building Knights Of Columbus (Jim Davies)

5:00 PM Mother/Daughter & Father/Son Look Alike Contest Van
Wall Tent On Grounds

6:00 PM 11:00 PM Grandstand Gates & Beer Garden Open
Entertainment

6:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

7:00 PM Rogue Rodeo Entertainment

Following Sheep Show Meat & Fancy Goat Show (Show Arena)
Livestock

Following Style Show 4-H Share the Fun Van Wall Tent 4-H

Thursday, July 16
7:30AM-11:00 AM-Open Class Horticulture & Floriculture Entry

Exhibits Building Open Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)
8:00 AM Swine Show (Show Arena) Livestock

UD

R/

OO DEEY

FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATORY

9:00 AM-9:00 PM Exhibits Building Open Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

10:00 AM-9:00 PM Comercial Exhibits Open Commercial &
Marketplace Buildings Commercial

10:00 AM-8:00 PM Ice Cream Stand Open (strawberry) Ice
Cream Stand/On Grounds

10:00 AM Premier Exhibitor Educational Displays Livestock

10:00 AM-8:00 PM North Central Model Railroad Club Open
Railroad Club Railroad Club

11:00 AM Read & Roam Pleasant Hill Office

11:00 AM-7:00 PM Ag Learning Center Pleasant Hill Rodney &
Lacey (Farm Bureau Help)

11:00 AM-7:00 PM Franklin County Farm Bureau Scavenger Hunt
Ag Learning Center

12:00 PM Sponsor of the Day (Burger Feed - Farm Bureau)
Office

12:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

12:30 PM Musical Chairs Van Wall Tent On Grounds

1:00 PM Old Fashioned Farming Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's
Farm

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Harriman Nielson House Open Historical
Society

1:00 PM Dairy Cattle Show (Show Arena) Livestock

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Live Music by Bill Hendren + Friends Mort's
Water Gazebo On Grounds

1:00 PM Open Class Horticulture & Floriculture Judging Exhibits
Building Open Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

1:30 PM 2:30 PM Lego Day Youth Exibits Building 4-H

2:30 PM Blacksmith Demo Pleasant Hill On Grounds

3:00 PM 10:00 PM Carnival (Gold Star Amusements)
Commercial (Alan)

3:00 PM Fair Princess & Prince, Little Miss & Mister Coronation
Van Wall Tent Queen Committee

5:00 PM 9:00 PM Knights Of Columbus BINGO Marketplace
Building Knights Of Columbus (Jim Davies)

5:.00 PM Fair Queen Coronation Van Wall Tent Queen
Committee

6:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

~»We arepyour =
FULL SERVIGEjLumbenyard'g

7:00 PM 12:00 AM-Grandstand Gates & Beer Garden Open
Entertainment

8:30 PM Anne Wilson Entertainment

Following Dairy Cattle Show Dairy Goat Show (Show Arena)

Livestock
Friday, July 17

8:00 AM Beef Cattle Show (Show Arena) Livestock

9:00 AM-9:00 PM Exhibits Building Open Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

9:30AM Old Fashioned Farming Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's
Farm

10:00 AM-9:00 PM Comercial Exhibits Open Commercial &
Marketplace Buildings Commercial

10:00 AM-8:00 PM North Central Model Railroad Club Open
Railroad Club Railroad Club

10:00 AM-8:00 PM Ice Cream Stand Open (butterfinger) Ice
Cream Stand/On Grounds

11:00 AM-4:30 PM Franklin Farmhands Grandpa's Farm FFA
Chapter

11:00 AM Read & Roam Pleasant Hill Office

11:00 AM-7:00 PM Ag Learning Center Pleasant Hill Rodney &
Lacey (Farm Bureau help)

12:00 PM 3:00 PM Live Music by Tim Collins + Denny Campbell
Mort's Water Gazebo On Grounds

12:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

12:00 PM Water balloon Toss Pleasant Hill Street On Grounds

12:30 PM 4-H Educational Presentations/Extemporaneous
Speaking Youth Exibits Building 4-H

12:30 PM 6:30 PM Knockerball Pleasant Hill Street On Grounds

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Tractor Auto Steer Demo Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Harriman Nielson House Open Historical
Society

1:00 PM Rubber Chicken Throwing Contest Pleasant Hill Street
On Grounds

2:00 PM Pie Eating Contest Van Wall Tent On Grounds

2:30 PM Blacksmith Demo Pleasant Hill On Grounds

3:00 PM 10:00 PM Carnival (Gold Star Amusements)
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FAIR WEEK 2026 SCHEDULE GONTINUED

Commercial (Alan)

3:00 PM Poultry Show (Rabbit/Poultry barn) Livestock

3:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

4:00 PM 5:00 PM Monster Arm Wrestling Weigh-In Marketplace
Building Commercial

4:00 PM 4-H Working Exhibits Youth Exibits Building 4-H

5:00 PM Monster Arm Wrestling Marketplace Building
Commercial

5:00 PM Prairie Pullers Garden Tractor Pull Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

5:00 PM 9:00 PM Knights Of Columbus BINGO Marketplace
Building Knights Of Columbus (Jim Davies)

6:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

7:00 PM 12:00 AM-Grandstand Gates & Beer Garden Open
Entertainment

8:30 PM Get The LED Out Entertainment

Between Market & Breeding Show 4-H Bucket Calf Show (Show
Arena) Livestock

Saturday, July 18

8:00 AM Open Bucket Calf Show (Show Arena) Livestock

9:30AM Tractor & Pickup Pull Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's Farm

9:00 AM-9:00 PM Exhibits Building Open Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

9:30AM Old Fashioned Farming Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's
Farm

10:00 AM-12:00 PM Bedazzling in the Exhibits Building Youth
Exibits Building 4-H

10:00 AM-9:00 PM Comercial Exhibits Open Commercial &
Marketplace Buildings Commercial

10:00 AM Horse Powered Threshing Demo Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

10:00 AM-8:00 PM Ice Cream Stand Open (Raspberry) Ice
Cream Stand/On Grounds

10:00 AM-8:00 PM North Central Model Railroad Club Open
Railroad Club Railroad Club

10:30AM Pedal Pull Weigh-In Van Wall Tent On Grounds

11:00 AM-4:30 PM Franklin Farmhands Grandpa's Farm FFA
Chapter

11:00 AM-11:30AM Livestock Judging Contest Registration
(Show Arena) Livestock

11:00 AM Read & Roam Pleasant Hill Office

11:00 AM Pedal Pull Conntest Van Wall Tent On Grounds

11:00 AM-7:00 PM Ag Learning Center Pleasant Hill Rodney &
Lacey (Farm Bureau help)

11:30AM Livestock Judging Contest (Swine Barn) Livestock

12:00 PM 3:00 PM Live Music by Sleepy Bones Allison Mort's
Water Gazebo On Grounds

12:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

1:00 PM 1:30 PM Veggie 500 Decorating Youth Exibits Building
4-H

1:00 PM 10:00 PM Carnival (Gold Star Amusements)
Commercial (Alan)

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Tractor Auto Steer Demo Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

1:00 PM 4:00 PM Harriman Nielson House Open Historical
Society

1:00 PM 9:00 PM Knights Of Columbus BINGO Marketplace
Building Knights Of Columbus (Jim Davies)

1:30 PM Veggie 500 Races Youth Exibits Building 4-H

2:00 PM Horse Powered Threshing Demo Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

2:30 PM Blacksmith Demo Pleasant Hill On Grounds

3:00 PM BBQ Contest Judging Pleasant Hill Street On Grounds

3:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

4:00 PM 4-H Press Day Youth Exibits Building 4-H

4:00 PM Cutest Baby Contest Van Wall Tent On Grounds

6:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

7:00 PM 12:00 AM-Grandstand Gates & Beer Garden Open
Entertainment

8:30 PM Craig Morgan Entertainment

Following Feeder Pig Show Bottle Lamb/Goat Show (Show
Arena) Livestock

Following Open Bucket Calf Show Feeder Pig Show (Show
Arena) Livestock

Sunday, July 19

9:00 AM Tack May be Removed Livestock

9:00 AM Horse Show Rain Date (Horse Arena) Livestock

9:00 AM-12:00 PM First Security Day - Free Water & Swag
Office

9:00 AM-5:30 PM Exhibits Building Open Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

!
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9:30AM Old Fashioned Farming Grandpa's Farm Grandpa's
Farm

10:00 AM-9:00 PM Comercial Exhibits Open Commercial &
Marketplace Buildings Commercial

10:00 AM Sold Out Ice Cream Stand Open (Toppings) Ice Cream
Stand/On Grounds

10:00 AM Farm Chore Relays (Show Arena) Livestock

10:00 AM Worship Service Van Wall Tent On Grounds

10:00 AM-8:00 PM North Central Model Railroad Club Open
Railroad Club Railroad Club

11:00 AM Read & Roam Pleasant Hill Office

12:00 PM Bucket of Junk Silent Auction Bidding Closes 4-H

12:00 PM 5:00 PM Carnival (Gold Star Amusements)
Commercial (Alan)

12:00 PM-4:00 PM Franklin Farmhands Grandpa's Farm FFA
Chapter

12:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

12:00 PM-4:00 PM Ag Learning Center Pleasant Hill Rodney &
Lacey (Farm Bureau help)

1:00 PM lowa Draft Horse Overload Pull Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

1:00 PM-7:00 PM Knights Of Columbus BINGO Marketplace
Building Knights Of Columbus (Jim Davies)

1:00 PM-4:00 PM Live Music by Jack Jensen Mort's Water
Gazebo On Grounds

2:00 PM 3:00 PM Science Fair at the Fair Exhibits Building 4-H

2:30 PM Horse Powered Threshing Demo Grandpa's Farm
Grandpa's Farm

2:30 PM Blacksmith Demo Pleasant Hill On Grounds

3:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

4:00 PM Chainsaw Sculpture Auction East of Commercial
Building On Grounds

4:30 PM Grandstand Gates & Beer Garden Open Entertainment

5:30 PM 6:30 PM Youth Exhibits Released 4-H

5:30 PM Muddy Mayhem (Figure 8 Races) Entertainment

5:30 PM Open Class Exhibits Released Exhibits Building Open
Class (Deb Lukensmeyer)

6:00 PM Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show North Fairgound On
Grounds

Before 9:00 AM All Blocking Chutes MUST be Removed
Livestock

—

Muhlenbruch Insance Agency

Representing Over 15 Companies To Give You The Best Rate

VISIT NIACC.EDU/AG
TO START GROWING
YOUR FUTURE TODAY!

o Build your expertlse with updated, mdustry -driven cﬁrrlculum

« Specialize in Agronomy or Animal Science __

o Work with crops and livestock on the newly renovated campus farm
» Enjoy seamless transfer opportunities to lowa State University

FIND Yot FEUTURE

NORTH IOWA AREA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

It is the policy of North lowa Area Community College not to discriminate in its programs, activities, or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, creed, religion, and actual or potential family, parental or
marital status. If you have questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy, please contact the EEO/AA Officer, 500 College Drive, Mason City, IA 50401, 641-422-4211 Human.Resources@niacc.edu.
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Plan now to have an entry
in the county’ biggest parade
of the year, the annual Franklin
County Fair Parade. The Pa-
rade is sponsored by the Great-
er Franklin County Chamber
of Commerce and will official-
ly open the 2026 Fair. The pa-
rade will be held in Hampton
on the eve of the fair, Tuesday,
July 14 at 5 p.m. This year’s fair
runs from July 15-19.

There is no entry fee and
no pre-registration required.
There is a limit of 2 entries per
organization.

Floats are judged, and rib-
bons award for: Best Chamber
Members, Best Overall, and
the Best of Franklin County.

Candy is etiquette: Candy
is allowed, however, safety is a
concern.

* Candy should not be
thrown from moving vehicles

* Well Systems
» Water Conditioning
+ Backhoe * Plumbing

&S Kinetico

home water systems

* We encourage only those
who are walking to hand out
candy

* Please pick up wrappers
and other items when finished

Entries will be judged at 4:30
p-m. and prizes awarded at 4:45
p.m.

For more information on
the parade contact the Greater

Franklin County Chamber.
ONLY 2 GENERAL PARADE ENTRIES PER BUSINESS
****** NO LIMIT ON # OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES, SUCH AS FIRE TRUCKS™*****
=
e
: X
z LINE-UP BEGINS @ 2:30PM - 3
w PARADE STARTS @ 5PM No =
= THRU =
=]
12TH AVE NW
NO CHANGE TO PARADE ROUTE
FRANKLIN COUNTY
GENERAL PARADE ENTRIES FAIR PARADE
FIRE DEPARTMENTS HAMPTON, IA
OFFICIALS/FAIR COURT

QUEEN: FROM PAGE 4

The bonds made through
this crown are some that I
cherish deeply. I would not be
where I am today if it were not
for the guidance and support
of last year’s fair queen, Libby
Trewin. The past summer was
avery special time for us as she
not only passed on the crown
to me, but we also were the
pitcher and catcher for West
ForK’s softball team and made
it to the state tournament. It
was truly an honor to grow
with her and to learn from her.

Prior to being crowned as
queen, the fair always held a
special place in my heart and
was something I could look
forward to every year. Whether
it be attending the grandstand
events, working in Little Hands
on the Farm for FFA, helping
in the 4-H food, or grabbing
some delicious homemade ice
cream, there was always some-
thing to do at our amazing fair.
This fair is more than just en-
tertainment—it’s a showcase
of dedication and hard work.
This week allows exhibitors
to “show” off their countless
hours spent caring for their
animals and time spent on

KENT{MORTONOWNER

Seelyoulatithelfair?

1780 0"HEVMORT (4 20% 6 7.8 R Welcanlhandlefall[ofiyourgheatinglandlcoolinglneeds®

lustinMorton\WaterzManagerd
randon|MortonSSepticlManagerg

* Sewer Systems
* Trenching/Horizontal Boring
* Drain Line Auger & Jetting

141(01GulIfAVenue!
PONB0X¢979,
PatimerdIAY5.04 525

1280097926678
Briadilewis§Coz0Wnery

* Geothermal * Heating
* Duct cleaning * Plumbing

509 Industrial|Road
lowalFallsSIA150)1'2 6AENAlison’1At5,0602

64,1264:8-25.9 500ra1-8/0.0597:9=6,6 78

\Viilslixidlu'sNonllilneXaitdmolntrsionlineXclom!

projects. It is amazing to see
the heart and future of our ag-
ricultural community reap the
rewards of their dedication.

I am so incredibly grateful
for the opportunity to be the
Franklin County Fair Queen,
as it has allowed me to grow
so much as a person, develop
leadership skills, and make
many new connections at the
fair and beyond. This place
is more than just a fair; it is a
family, and the people really do
make the place.

I am so thankful for ev-
ery moment that I have spent
as the Franklin County Fair
Queen, and as I pass on the
crown to the next queen, I
will carry forward the mem-
ories, friendships, and lessons
that will stay with me forever.
I am so excited about the great
things the next queen will ac-
complish and the impact she
will leave on Franklin County!

Thank you to every person
who has supported me on this
journey, and no matter where
the next journey takes me, I
will always know where home
is.

Plumbing and
—— Heating — )

* Air Conditioning
* Air Quality Control

1(000)7t hiStreet



