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Bliss Bridal Makes Wedding Dreams Come True
by Lisa Riggin, 

Mid-America Publishing
As soon as you step into 

Bliss Bridal you realize this 
is a special place. The huge 
showroom is dedicated to 
making dreams come true. 

From brides and grooms 
looking to fulfill visions of 
what their wedding will be 
or young men and women 
headed to prom, owner Jodi 
Degen and her family are 
prepared to help.

“We’re one of the places still 
around where you can get a 
nice dress for a formal occa-
sion like a wedding. We’ve al-
ways done well with mothers 
and now we’re getting a great 
response to our expanding 
selections for guests at wed-
dings and other formalwear 
needs.”

Jodi, along with her hus-
band John, opened Bliss 
Bridal 25 years ago in Rock-
well as a destination for those 
looking for formalwear for 
weddings, proms, and other 
occasions. Early each year, 
proms—and all the excite-
ment that goes along with 
them—make up a large part 
of Bliss’s business. And while 
weddings happen all year 
round, the pace heats up as 
Spring approaches and lasts 
through Fall.

Jodi recommends start-
ing your wedding planning 
a year in advance for a less-
stress timeline. 

“This year is supposed to be 
the biggest year yet for wed-
dings. We’re excited about 
that for our couples and 
ready to help.”

According to Jodi, over half 
of their brides follow that 
timeline, allowing them to 
enjoy the process. And while 
it’s great to give yourself that 
time, Bliss is ready to take 
care of people who need a 
dress for the weekend.

“We sell everything right 
off the rack so you don’t have 
to worry about shipping or 
anything like that, you can 

take your dress home today. 
We offer in-house alterations 
so our turnaround is quick 
on that. When you’re here 
you can take care of every 
little thing and everything’s 
going to match perfectly be-
cause you saw it live, in-per-
son, which really helps.

“Our goal is to take the 
worry out of it for people. 
There are a lot of things that 
happen—things you don’t 
think about when you hear 
it on the news. We lost a huge 
box of special orders in one 
of the plane crashes. The de-
signer was lucky enough to 
have the fabric on hand and 
was able to recut the dresses 
and send them. They arrived 
only about a week later than 
what we’d planned. With 
things like that, if you don’t 
have someone holding your 
back, how would you handle 
it?” Jodi asked.

Being in business for 25 
years has allowed Bliss to be-
come very selective with its 
vendors and good relation-
ships have been built with 
them. 

“Because of that, they’re 
good about taking care of us 
when we need a little extra 
help,” adds Jodi.

Bliss can assist with all 
types of weddings, from tra-
ditional, elegant affairs with 
500 plus guests, to intimate 
backyard weddings. There 
are some constants; the ball 
gown is always the typical 
ball gown. 

“Everybody wants to be 
a princess. That’s definite-
ly stayed the course and it’s 
coming in big. Opulence is 
in,” says Jodi. “We’re kind of 
trending a little bit away from 
boho chic and informal wed-
dings. It seems like this year 
we have people who maybe 
had a small wedding a year 
ago, but now they’re going to 
go ahead and do the whole 
nine yards.”

Jodi says she like to have 
the groom and bride book a 

date night to come into the 
shop and look at swatches 
and discuss other details. 
This way they can concen-
trate, without the wedding 
party chiming in. 

“It gets to be a circus if you 
have all the guys making 
jokes while you’re trying to 
choose color,” she says.

It used to be the grooms 
just showed up and wore 
whatever the bride had 
picked out. But grooms are 
much more involved now 
and they have so many more 
choices.

“It used to be black, ivory, 
or white, and now they’ve 
got seven different shades 
of gray, and plaids, and the 
blues are coming in big. They 
can mix and match all their 
vests and ties and suspend-
ers, or whatever.”

Bliss encourages all pro-
spective brides and grooms 
to give them a look.  

“I try to be careful not to 
assume there’s a groom and a 
bride. It could be groom and 
groom or bride and bride. 
That’s something that’s hap-
pening more, but not all of 
our suppliers have adjusted. 
The printed forms we get all 
have “bride” and “groom” 

and haven’t caught up with 
the times.”

Jodi acknowledges that 
wedding planning can be 
stressful for couples and ev-
erybody will eventually have 
their little meltdown. When 
that happens, she and her 
team are there to reassure 
them. 

“We always tell the them 
not to feel guilty, everybody 
has their moment at some 
point in the process and ev-
erybody ends up enjoying 
their wedding day.”

In the end, Jodi and her 
family appreciate all of the 
couples and prom-goers who 
have put their trust in Bliss by 
shopping locally. 

“Some people think by go-
ing to the bigger cities they’re 
going to find a different se-
lection, but when we go to 
market in Atlanta for prom, 
we sit right next to the people 
who have stores two hours 
from us and we buy the same 
things. You won’t find the 
same thing 20 minutes from 
here because we try to differ-
entiate locally, but you’ll be 
just as successful shopping 
locally as you would be two 
hours from here.” 

Jodi Degen and her family enjoy helping brides, 
grooms, prom-goers, and others make the most 
of their big days.

Bliss Bridal offers a stunning collection of gowns 
and formal wear for every occasion.
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HEALTH • MIND • BODYHEALTH • MIND • BODY

4700 4th St. SW Suite C, Mason City4700 4th St. SW Suite C, Mason City
(Hwy 122 in front of Cinema West)
(641) 423-1811  By Appointment Only(641) 423-1811  By Appointment Only
Tues. 1-7 pm; Wed. - Fri. 10  am-7 pm; Sat. 10 am - 4 pm

Give the Gift ofGive the Gift of
•Massage •Reiki
•Pedicure/Manicures
•Body Wraps  • Waxing
• Air Brush Tanning
• Makeup  Application

• Brow & Lash Tinting
•Lash Perming
• Ear Candling
•Microdermabrasion
• Reflexology

•Capillary, Skin Tag &
  Ruby Point Removal
• Customized Facials
• Eyelash Extension

Relaxing Skin Packages Relaxing Skin Packages 
Available!Available!

Don’t forget…

Gift Certificates make Gift Certificates make 
the Perfect Gift!the Perfect Gift!Call or stop by to find out more about our new 

ADVANCED LIGHT THERAPY and turn back the 
clock on aging! LumiLifts for lines, wrinkles and 
sagging. LumiFacial for minor acne redness and 
pigmentation. LumiCell for cellulite.

Unique Proposals and Wedding Ideas
Compiled by Lisa Riggin

PROPOSALS:
Music to Their Ears

Invite your partner to go on 
a walk through a garden or 
park after arranging for sing-
ers to “spontaneously” sere-
nade you both. When you’re 
ready, drop down on one knee 
and pop the question!

Pictures Worth 
1,000 Woos

Create a photo album or 
digital slide show of your 
growing relationship over 
time. When the reminiscing 
is at its best, “propose” that 
you look forward to more 
good times together.

Wine for the Win
Prepare or arrange an inti-

mate candlelit dinner for the 
two of you. Create your own 
wine label with a message 
that will melt your intended’s 
heart. Add chocolate. 

Shop Till You Drop 
– to your knees!

Send your partner and his/
her best friend on a shopping 
trip where you’ve arranged 
for them to receive gifts at 
each location. Surprise your 
partner by showing up at the 
final stop ready with your 
proposal.

Truly POP! the Question
Leave a trail of balloons to 

a small space filled with bal-
loons that your partner will 
wade through to find you 
down on your knee! 

Engagement Escape-Aid
Take your partner on a date 

to an escape room. At the 
end, when the clues have all 
been solved, reveal your final 
question.

Who Do You Love?
What is something or 

somewhere your partner 
really enjoys? Whatever it 
is—golf, the beach, shopping, 

fancy dinners—arrange to 
do it together. When the mo-
ment feels right, ask.

WEDDINGS:
Flower Power

Choose people special 
to the both of you to be 
your f lower “girl” and/or 
ring bearer. Grandparents, 
friends, mentors—anyone 
you want! It will make them 
feel honored and guests will 
love it.

Starting Off Together
If you want to emphasize 

that you are giving yourselves 
to each other, not giving 
yourselves away, start your 
marriage journey by walking 
each other down the aisle.

Thankful From the Start
Prepare persona l ized 

thank you cards that guests 
pick up as soon as they arrive 
at the ceremony entrance. 
From the moment they ar-

rive they will feel welcomed 
and part of the big day.

Everybody Loves
 a (Love) Parade

If the venue works for it, 
start the dance music right af-
ter the ceremony and waltz or 
boogie with your guests to the 
reception.

Memories-Op
Create an entrance arch that 

matches the style of your cer-
emony and reception. Include 
your names and wedding date 
on the sign to serve as the per-
fect photo-op for your guests 
and unforgettable reminder of 
your special day. 

Hold Fast with
Handfasting

Create an unforgettable 
moment by incorporating 
the ancient Celtic tradition of 
handfasting to your wedding 
ceremony as you exchange 
your vows. 

You need to arrive at 
your wedding in style...

...we can make 
that happen!

21 years of
experience in providing
you exceptional memories for
the rest of your life. Let us be your chauffer
for your anniversary, bachelor party, birthday, 
corporate event, sporting match, or wedding.

Dawson Limousine
Glenville, MN • 507-402-0606 • dawsonlimo@gmail.com

AckleyRec@gmail.com 

902 8th Ave.
Ackleyackleyrecclub.com

Perfect Place for a 
Wedding Reception!

Full facility complete with kitchen and bar 
available for rent throughout the year.  

Call the Ackley Recreation Club at
 641-847-3475.  

Full facility will seat 325 people.  
Manager Steven Ackerman
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Specializing in Weddings
Over 25 years of experience

One call, you’ve got it all!

LEVEY THE GREAT’S 
MAGIC & DJ SERVICES

Let me officiate your wedding,
 then take you right into the reception 

to party and dance the night away

641-430-9333  leveythegreat.com

Dos and don’ts of caring for wedding and engagement rings
Jewelry is a key component 

of weddings. The financial 
resource CreditDonkey notes 
that, in the United States, the 
average amount spent on an 
engagement ring is $5,500, 
while Canadians spend an 
average of $3,500. Jewelry 
costs can add up, especially 
when adding in the cost of 
wedding bands, which can 
cost as much as $1,000. The 
cost of jewelry only under-
scores the importance of 
learning how to care for it 
and preserve its value.

The best way to main-
tain jewelry depends on the 
makeup of the rings. The 
online jewelry guide Jewelry 
Notes says gold rings without 
gemstones can be cleaned 
effectively with only soap 
and water. Simply prepare a 
solution of lukewarm water 
and mild dish soap in a small 

bowl. Soak the rings for 20 to 
30 minutes. Use a soft brush 
or cloth to clean the jewelry 
of dirt. Rinse the residue un-
der clean water.

Rings with diamonds can 
be treated similarly with a 
mild soap-and-water solu-
tion. The Diamond Informa-
tion Center also says to soak 
the diamond ring in equal 
parts cold water and ammo-
nia for half an hour and let 
it air dry. Brand name jew-
elry cleaner also is another 
good option. This method 
only should be used with di-
amonds; ammonia can’t be 
used with other gemstones.

Maintaining jewelry also 
should include twice yearly 
visits to a jeweler who can 
check the prongs and make 
sure the setting is not loose; 
otherwise, the diamond can 
become dislodged, accord-

ing to Martha Stewart Wed-
dings.

Avoid touching diamonds 
and other gemstones as much 
as possible when putting 
rings on and taking them 
off. Precious stones often are 
magnets for dust, dirt and 
body oil, according to Taylor 
Lanore, diamond consultant 
and engagement ring design-
er for Lauren B. Fine Jewelry 
and Diamonds. Grab the ring 
by the band.

Use discretion when wear-
ing rings while engaging in 
hands-on activities. Activ-
ities like cleaning dishes, 
moving furniture, garden-
ing, or diving through waves 
at the beach warrant caution; 
otherwise, you risk damag-
ing or making jewelry un-
necessarily dirty. Store the 
ring in a safe location until 
you can safely wear it again.

One of the most import-
ant steps to safeguard wed-
ding and engagement rings 
is to insure the jewelry. The 
description of the ring, its 
cut, carat weight, metal, and 
other information offered 
through a certified inde-
pendent jewelry appraisal 
will be needed to insure the 
ring. Take a close-up photo 
of the jewelry as well. Other 
items like laser inscription 
or a home security system 
can qualify jewelry owners 
for discounts on insurance. 
Consumers also can add a 
jewelry rider to a homeown-
er’s or renter’s insurance pol-
icy.

These are some ways to 
care for wedding jewelry. Al-
ways consult with a jeweler 
before attempting to clean 
items made of various mate-
rials.  
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Weddings: What’s New in 2022?
by Lisa Riggin, 

Mid-America Publishing
A quick look online for 2022 wed-

ding trends will soon have you think-
ing one thing—anything goes! 

After holding back out of an abun-
dance of caution, couples are all about 
celebrating their big day in ways that 
reflect who they are. From evolving 
vernacular such as “groomsmaid” 
and “man of honor,” to food truck 
and cocktail style parties and be-
yond, couples are incorporating their 
values, preferences, and childhood 
dreams in order to fashion celebra-
tions they and their guests will enjoy 
and remember.

“The trend now is to reflect the per-
sonalities of the couples,” confirms 
Katie Wingert, co-owner and oper-
ator of Mojo Productions, a DJ ser-
vice for weddings and events in Britt, 
Iowa. “Last year we did 202 weddings 
and when it comes to the music and 
program, not one was the same.”

Gone are the days when the show-
ers, wedding, and ensuing reception 

had to be “just so.” Last year, with all 
its delays and frustrations, has given 
us all a better sense of intentionality. 
We realize that life, with its inevitable 
twists and turns, is worth investing 
our best in and ensuring our celebra-
tions reflect that.

The bridal bouquet, boutonnieres, 
and table bouquets are becoming 
more natural in both arrangement 
and color, according to Dean Wright, 
owner of the Red Geranium in Clear 
Lake.

“Nearly 100 percent of the bridal 
bouquets we do now are hand-tied in 
design. The bouquets are more natu-
ral looking with the stems showing. 
The style allows the bouquet to last 
longer because it can be put in water 
whenever it’s not being held.

“We’re working a lot with mixed 
wildflowers in a myriad of colors. The 
bouquets are loosely tied to give them 
an airy look. We’ve also seen a lot of 
movement away from pastels in the 
last two years. Arrangements are a 
little more daring now.” 

Mary Wise, proprietor of Lanterns 
and Lace, an event venue in Manly, 
has noticed a trend towards friends 
and relatives participating as offici-
ates, noting that a recent couple had 
the bride’s grandmother perform the 
ceremony.

“There’s also more flexibility in 
terms of when weddings are being 
held,” notes Mary. “Though spring 
and summer weddings are still con-
sidered ‘wedding season,’ we are find-
ing that fall dates seem to fill up first. 
Since our venue is open year-round, 
couples can choose whichever season 
they prefer.”

The practice of holding a wedding 
week, instead of wedding day, is be-
coming popular. Varied events from 
cocktail parties, showers, pool par-
ties, and family get-togethers provide 
customized experiences for family, 
friends, and children. Consolidating 
these events into one week has an 
added benefit of reducing expenses 
for guests and members of the wed-
ding party who have to travel long 

distances to attend.
A week’s long celebration has other 

benefits. If you’re having trouble find-
ing venues or booking a DJ or specific 
entertainment, they might be read-
ily available on a weekday and more 
flexible on time. With good planning, 
couples can create a week they—and 
their guests—will remember all of 
their lives.

If couples enjoy planning, they can 
do much of it themselves, but there 
are more and more wedding-related 
businesses that go beyond their job 
description to help with planning and 
execution. 

Mojo is one of those “value-add-
ed” kinds of businesses. “We do so 
much behind the scenes so there are 
no problems,” Wingert explained. 
“We’re more than music, we’re the 
coordinators helping to carry out the 
couple’s vision. When couples begin 
planning they never thought they’d 
have to learn all this stuff on the fly, 
so we talk to them about the food, 
the ceremony, all of it, because we’ve 

seen so many weddings and can help 
coordinate it all. We want them to 
walk into their wedding and enjoy the 
night. We put other people in front of 
us. Nothing is above our job descrip-
tion.”

Another shift in the wedding in-
dustry is a big change in mind-set. 
Weddings have mostly been cou-
ple-centered celebrations, but they 
are becoming more guest-centered. It 
may have been a very long time since 
friends and family have been able 
to get together. Making guests feel 
pampered and cared for is becoming 
a priority. It can be as simple as seating 
guests in a circle around the couple at 
the ceremony, allowing everyone to 
feel included.

If you’re part of a couple planning 
your big day, never forget that it’s the 
two of you who make the day unique-
ly yours, no matter how you do it. Be 
yourselves and relax, because in the 
end a wedding is really about love, 
bringing families together, and look-
ing forward to what’s to come. 

WCB offers many amenities 
including chairs, tables, farm 
tables, bar, linens, ceremony 
arbor and entrance and lots 
of decorations to pick from. 
Decorating services are also 
available at no charge. 

For an additional charge you 
can take advantage of WCB’s 
40 passenger shuttle bus, or 
on-site officiant.

Winan Creek Barn
Rural Hanlontown,  Iowa

Winan Creek Barn is a 
private indoor/outdoor event 
venue, founded in 2020 
by Mike and Angie Lester. 
Located in rural Hanlontown, 
nestled next to a beautiful 
stretch of Winan Creek, the 
landscape offers a beautiful 
peaceful spot for outdoor 
ceremonies. 

 Winan Creek Barn would love to be a part of your special day. 
Contact Angie today to set up a tour!  641-529-2520 or winancreekbarn@gmail.com
Winan Creek Barn, 708 342nd St., Hanlontown, IA 50444

NEW!
OPENED IN 2020!

Free Amenities

Also Available
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Even better than 
your grandma 

made!

Cupcakes & Cookies Baked With LoveWeddings
Graduations
Anniversaries
Birthdays

Visit us at 
Willowbrook 

Mall

GRANDMA SUGAR’S CUPCAKERY

See all our flavors & pricing @ grandmasugars.com
Located in Willowbrook Mall, Mason City
1631 4th St. SW Suite 115 ǀ 641-430-6534

WE
DELIVER

418 Main Avenue, Clear Lake  641-357-5241 

Wilcox Furniture is your  Local Dealer 
for Serta Mattresses. 

Made in Clear Lake, Iowa!

Timeline tips: Factors to consider  
when planning your wedding day timeline

The notion that “timing 
is everything” is applicable 
in many situations, perhaps 
none more so than on a cou-
ple’s wedding day. Many 
couples spend months, if not 
years, planning their wed-
dings in the hopes that all that 
hard work will ultimately re-
sult in a day they will cherish 
forever.

The sheer volume of things 
to do on a wedding day can 
make couples feel over-
whelmed. Those feelings can 
be overcome by emphasizing 
timing on the day of the wed-
ding. Wedding day timelines 
will differ depending on vari-
ables that are unique to each 
couple’s wedding, but the 
following are some factors to 
consider as couples organize 
the big day.

• Venue(s): The schedule 
couples adhere to on their 
wedding day will be great-
ly affected by their choice of 
venue. Does the venue have 
somewhere on premises for 
the couple and their party to 
get ready? Are the ceremony 
and reception being held at the 
same venue? Before creating a 
timeline, consider the location 
of the ceremony and reception 
venue(s) and the accommoda-
tions each provides. Getting 
to and from multiple facilities 
won’t be an issue if couples 
choose a multipurpose venue 
where they can get ready, tie 
the knot and dance the night 
away all in one place. Cou-
ples who will be moving from 
venue to venue throughout 
the day must build the time it 
takes them and their party to 

get about into their timelines.
• Wedding party: The size 

of the wedding party also 
bears consideration when 
planning a wedding day time-
line. Large parties will require 
more time to get ready, and 
that should be factored into 
couples’ timelines. Large par-
ties also may be harder to cor-
ral and transport from place to 
place, so couples should build 
some extra time into their 
timelines to account for that. 
Small wedding parties can be 
easier to manage, so couples 
with small parties may be able 
to begin their timelines a little 
later in the day than those with 
large wedding parties.

• Weather: Weather is the 
most unpredictable variable 
couples need to plan for on 
their wedding days. As the 

wedding day approaches, 
couples can monitor the day’s 
forecast and then make any 
necessary changes to account 
for inclement weather. Getting 
around in a rainstorm will 
likely take longer than moving 
about on a sunny day, so some 
minor tweaks to the timeline 
may be necessary if storms 
or another type of inclement 
weather is in the forecast.

Couples can access wedding 
day timeline templates on 
various websites. But it’s im-
portant that couples remem-
ber that their weddings are 
unique, so online guidelines 
might not be realistic. A care-
ful consideration of a handful 
of variables specific to couples’ 
weddings can help them craft 
timelines that make their big 
day go smoothly.
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Explore various wedding styles during planning
Every wedding is different, 

even if many share some com-
mon components. As couples 
plan their weddings, learning 
about some popular wedding 
styles can help them create a 
ceremony that suits them. 

Classic wedding
Classic weddings are the 

storybook traditional wed-
dings that many people 
dream about for years. Key 
elements include a tuxedo for 
the groom and a white gown 
for the bride. Formal attire 
is reserved for the rest of the 
wedding party. The ceremo-
ny is conducted in a place of 
worship before everyone re-
tires to a fancy catering hall 
for the reception. Traditional 
weddings also may include 
the time-honored customs 
like toasts, cake cutting, bou-
quet toss, and parent-child 
dances.

Beach wedding
Beach weddings often 

are casual, laid back affairs. 
Dresses may be less struc-
tured and f low with sea 
breezes, while guys may even 
don shorts with linen shirts 
or jackets. Guests can expect 
the party to be much more 
free-flowing and the tradi-
tions of classic weddings may 
not be part of the celebration.

Bohemian wedding
Free-spirited individu-

als may dive head first into 
a bohemian style wedding. 
According to wedding plan-
ner David Tutera, a boho 
wedding is casual and com-
fortable. It tends to come off 
chic but appears that way 
with minimal effort. Decor is 
typically humble and blends 
harmoniously with nature. 
A boho wedding may take 
place outdoors or in another 

less traditional venue, such 
as a farmhouse or botanical 
garden. Wedding party at-
tire may be mismatched and 
showcase each person’s indi-
vidual style.

Modern wedding
Brides and grooms who 

crave contemporary and 
current trends may prefer a 
modern wedding. Graphic 
color schemes, clean lines 
and minimalistic f lowers 

might be part of a modern 
wedding. Attire may be an-
gular and edgy, and the ven-
ue may run the gamut from 
sleek museum to a city roof-
top.

Destination wedding
Couples who love to trav-

el and don’t want to worry 
about the minutiae of wed-
ding planning may find a 
destination wedding is a 
good fit. Destination wed-
dings last more than one day 
and focus on relaxation, ac-
tivities and lots of fun. Des-
tination weddings tend to be 
less formal and less tradition-
al than classic weddings. Due 
to the remote locations, desti-
nation weddings also can be 
smaller and more intimate, 
as many invitees may be un-
able to attend. Yet those who 
can attend often get to enjoy 
tropical islands or mountain 
retreats.

Wedding styles are as 
unique as the people getting 
married. Choosing a theme 
that has the right feeling can 
help couples make the most 
of their special days.
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Moorman Clothiers: It’s All About the Service
by Lisa Riggin, 

Mid-America Publishing
It may be cold outside, but 

for the folks at Moorman 
Clothiers in Mason City, now 
is the beginning of wedding 
season. 

“Every Saturday we’ll be 
busy with wedding people,” 
explains Scott Moorman. “If 
it’s a really busy weekend there 
could be a dozen weddings. 
There are always at least three 
or four we’re working on each 
week through the Fall.”

Scott started the business 
with his wife Susan in 1993. 
This year marks their 29th 
year of helping outfit grooms 
for one of the most import-
ant days of their lives. “We’ve 
built a reputation over the 
years and are sought out for 
our tuxedoes. We’re extreme-
ly competitive in pricing and 
have an on-premise tailor. If 

there’s an issue at 5 p.m. on 
Friday night, we’re going to fix 
it,” Scott promises.

For most of their first de-

cade in business Moorman 
Clothiers was strictly a men’s 
clothing store. With the 
opening of a second store in 
Clear Lake they added wom-
en’s clothing to the offer-
ings. “Fourteen years ago we 
moved into our current loca-
tion on Federal and brought 
the Clear Lake and Mason 
City stores together.” In addi-
tion, Scott’s oldest son oper-
ates a Moorman location in 
Ames, Iowa.

Scott notes that social media 
has had an impact on the ex-
pectations some people have 
in mind when they walk in. 

“They’ll see something on-
line that they think they can 
rent and it might easily be a 
$2,000 tuxedo. You’re not go-
ing to find that in a rental, but 
we’ll work with them and find 
a tuxedo they will feel great in 
and can afford.”

Going to prom or being a 
groomsman is when a lot of 
young men have their first en-
counter with renting a tuxedo 
and Scott and his team work 
to make it a great experience. 
They know that any one of 
these guys may themselves 
be getting married in a few 
years and want to be the first 
place that comes to mind at 
tux time.

One trend Scott has noticed 
building over the last few 
years is customers buying a 
suit instead of renting a tuxe-
do that you have to bring back 
on Monday. 

“I’d say about 25% of our 
clients buy them. It’s really 
not a lot more than renting a 
tuxedo. Of course, you’ll still 
need a shirt and tie and some 
guys will want a new belt 
and shoes, but now, for about 
the same amount of money, 
you’ve got a suit for interviews 
and attending formal occa-
sions. It’s a great way to do it.”

There have been a few brides 
who’ve chosen their dresses 
from the women’s clothing 

Moorman offers. More often 
they find they are helping the 
mothers of the couple find a 
dress suited to the occasion. 

“When there were more 
casual weddings taking place 
we saw more brides choosing 
their dresses here, but mostly 
she’s here to help her husband-
to-be with his choices.”

With the increasing num-
ber of weddings predicted 
this year, Moorman Clothiers 
looks forward to taking the 
stress out of shopping for a 
tux. There’s a lot going on be-
hind the scenes—measuring, 
ordering, checking against 

specifications. Scott and his 
team check every piece to 
make sure it’s correct. 

“We don’t just hand them 
the tux and say ‘good luck’ 
like some of our competition. 
You can sell anybody one 
time. I want people to come 
back and tell others I got this 
tuxedo at Moorman’s. Same 
way with prom dresses. We 
treat every one of these young 
kids like they’re future cus-
tomers—which they are. We 
have people all the time who’ll 
say, ‘the last time I got a tux 
was prom time’ and it was 
from us.”Scott Moorman is proud 

of the service Moorman 
Clothiers provides to its 
customers.

Madison Findstad is Moorman's tuxedo sherpa, ready to help you find ex-
actly what you need from their extensive offerings.

The vows have been said.
The cake has been cut.

Your guests are all gathered 
and its time to dance as Mr. and Mrs.

We’ve got your song
...plus a whole lot more to keep your guests dancing all night!

Harley Olsthoorn — Owner & DJ
jamdjsystems@qwestoffi ce.net • Look for JAM dj systems on Facebook

641-923-3372

Over 35 years experience. Customized music and lights.
Reasonable rates. Let us help you - so you can enjoy your party!

d j  s y s t e m s



The Only Tuxedo Store You’ll Ever Need!

Your Tuxedo Specialists

We’d love to help you!
We offer 

• Groom’s Tuxedo FREE with 5 or more 
paid rentals

• 1/2 Price Ring Bearer Tuxedo with 5 
or more paid rentals

• 20% Savings on Honeymoon Attire 
(one time purchase)

• 10% Savings on your engraveable 
order

Moorman Clothiers can fit 
your wedding party for a 

Tuxedo rental or a 
Formal Suit to purchase

No confusing 
promotions, just the

BEST PRICES 
in town!

Suits to 
purchase starting 

at
$17500

1 South Federal Ave., Mason City, Iowa
641-423-5222

226 Main Street, Ames, Iowa
515-232-3261

• Expert Fitting

• On-Site Tailoring

• Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

• Next Day Service

• Best Selection & Price

• Savvi Color Match Guarantee

• No Appointment Necessary

Hours:  Mon. Tues.  Wed. Fri.  9am - 5:30pm ǀ Thurs. 9am - 7pm ǀ Sat. 9am - 4 pm
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From formal hairstyling, event lashes, and airbrushed makeup 
 to spa manicures and pedicures, KJ & Kompany Salon has several 

services to make you look and feel ready on your big day.

Conveniently located close to Cedar Falls venues and hotels, we 
can accommodate very large wedding parties and get everyone 
in at the same time    — bring in your breakfast and mimosas! We 

open at 8 a.m., but can arrange an earlier start if needed.

Call today to learn more about our wedding packages!

912 Viking Rd Suite 105 
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
319-260-2250 
kjandkompany.com

We have an in salon wedding coordinator, 
Shawn who would be happy to help , she can be reached at 

kjweddings@yahoo.com or 319-260-2250.

Get ready for your wedding
at KJ & Kompany Salon

Teresa’s Bridal and Prom
At Teresa’s Bridal and 

Prom we are a one stop shop 
for your bridal and prom 
needs! We carry the top de-
signers in the bridal, prom, 
special occasion, and men’s 
formalwear industries. Te-
resa’s offers an amazing se-
lection of unique wedding 
gowns you are guaranteed 
to love! We pride ourselves 
on offering inclusive sizing 
as we carry an exclusive 
plus size bridal collection, 
as well as a petite collec-
tion! There is something 
for every bride in our store. 
Our featured bridal de-
signers include Morilee by 
Madeline Gardner, Blu by 
Madeline Gardner, and Ju-
lietta by Madeline Gardner, 

as well as Casablanca and 
Beloved by Casablanaca. 
In our store you can also 
find an amazing selection 
of bridesmaids dresses in 
a large variety of styles 
and colors, so your brid-
al party will be looking 
great! Men are just as im-
portant to us, as we offer 
top of the line tuxedo and 
suit rentals! We will have 
your guys looking sharp! 
Mother’s deserve to look 
their best on their child’s 
wedding day as well, which 
is why we carry multiple 
designers for our Mother 
of the Bride and Mother 
of the Groom dresses! On 
our mothers and special 
occasion racks we feature 

Adrianna Papell, Alex Eve-
nings, and so many more 
designers! You can find the 
perfect finishing touches 
to your bridal look with 
our large selection of ac-
cessories including veils, 
jewelry, shoes, headpieces, 
clutches, and more! While 
we love all things bridal 
wise, we also love our prom 
girls! We have a whole low-
er level in our store dedi-
cated to prom where you 
can find dresses from size 
0-26. Again, we carry the 
top designers in the prom 
industry including Sherri 
Hill, Morilee, and Colette 
by Mon Cheri!

Alyssa Urban, Owner
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The Bee Hive Ballroom adds 
historic elegance and character to 

any event.  Under the layers of past 
renovations we rediscovered a room 
frozen in time.  From the original tin 

ceilings to the Douglas Fir floors, this 
ballroom provides a versatile palette for 

your table and decorating plans.

Ballroom amenities include: 
bar with up to 4 taps; bartender service; PA/

sound system; stage; adjacent kitchen; chair lift 
for people with disabilities.

Ideal for wedding ceremonies and receptions; 
parties, corporate seminars, dinners and 

events; craft nights.

The Bee Hive Ballroom is made up of the 
Ballroom, Speakeasy Lounge, Green Room, 

and Catering Kitchen

Worth Brewing
beers are deducted 

from your cost!
835 Central Avenue Northwood, Iowa  contact: manager@worthbrewing.com

Occupancy is 
100 for formal 

seating; 
120 for drop-in 

events

Pro Tip: 10 Essential Wedding Survival Kit 
Items Most People Would Never Think Of

By Edward Lynn
Editor, 

the Eagle Grove Eagle
Proprietor, 

Edward Lynn Photography
In my many years as a pro-

fessional wedding photog-
rapher, one of the things my 
clients raved about was that I 
was prepared for things that 
tend to happen at weddings, 
even if they weren’t directly 
related to taking the photos. 
What can I say? If you go to 
enough weddings in any ca-
pacity, you’re going to learn 
from experience what the 
most common pitfalls are, 
and in hindsight, how to 
deal with them. 

Which is why I always 
carry a wedding day emer-
gency kit that goes a little 

beyond what you might 
find on some trendy list on 
a blog somewhere, whenev-
er I shoot a wedding. Now, 
don’t get me wrong. Those 
lists that tell you to bring 
safety pins, and q-tips, and 
blotting paper, and flossers, 
and medications, and de-
odorants, and a good sticky 
tape, and super glue, and 
bandaids and more are all 
good. And you should defi-
nitely have all those things 
on hand. But there are some 
things that a true profes-
sional knows to have, that 
most people would never 
think of.

So let me share with you 
the 10 essential, absolute 
save the day things to make 
sure you put in your wed-

ding day survival kit, that 
you almost certainly won’t 
read about from anyone else. 
9 of which are cheap, and 1 
of which is spendier, but so 
worth it that it may literally 
save a life.

1: Baking Soda.
Every wedding survival 

kit list you’ll find is liable 
to have super glue on it. It’s 
incredibly useful for fixing 
everything from broken 
shoes, to open wounds, and 
so much more. But there are 
some things that can break 
and you’d need a stronger 
bond and a thicker mate-
rial than super glue alone 
can provide. And yet you 
need it to form and hold in-
stantly. But if you combine 
super glue and baking soda, 

you get an instant hard 
plastic like substance with 
real strength that can han-
dle the fixes that superglue 
can’t. And, baking soda is 
even useful as an antacid. A 
small vial or ziploc baggie 
of it is all you need. If you’re 
taking one, be sure to take 
the other.

2: Silica gel packets.
Sold as damp-rid and the 

various generic versions, and 
found in all sorts of packag-
es in little packets that say 
“throw away” and “do not 
eat” silica gel is a highly ac-
tive mineral that literally 
sucks humidity out of the 
air. A great source for it is 
the shoe store, as most new 
shoes come with some of 
those packets to keep them 

from humidity damage in 
shipping and storage. Well, 
at a wedding you just never 
know about the humidity. 
Even in a room full of peo-
ple exerting themselves in 
heavy dress clothes on a 
dance floor, you can quick-
ly find yourself in a pretty 
dank space. And that’s not 
good for camera lenses. And 
if those fog up, good luck 
taking photos at this once 
in a lifetime event you want 
to remember forever. Which 
is why a silica gel packet or 
two in the same pocket as 
your cell phone, or in your 
camera bag, is a good thing 
to have.

3: Coffee filters.
Every wedding kit list 

you’ll ever see will probably 

have blotting paper on it. But 
blotting paper is expensive, 
sold in packs of ten or twen-
ty sheets, and only useful for, 
well, blotting makeup and 
sweat. And almost always 
gone as soon as the brides-
maids figure out where it 
is. Ordinary white coffee 
filters, on the other hand, 
are cheap, sold in packs of a 
hundred or more for a frac-
tion of the cost, and useful 
for so much more. They 
make a decent blotting pa-
per because they don’t come 
apart when they get wet like 
ordinary tissues do. Which 
is sort of essential for brew-
ing coffee, when you think 
about it.

WEDDING SURVIVAL  
KIT ITEMS to pg. 15
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But they also make excel-
lent f lash diffusers for the 
pop-up flash on your aver-
age digital SLR. Or strate-
gically held over your cell 
phone’s flash, if you’re will-
ing to look ridiculous (or 
clever, depending on how 
you look at it) for a few sec-
onds to get gorgeous diffuse 
light. They also work well as 
the padding in makeshift 
bandages. They’re decent 
for polishing your camera 
lens in a pinch. And you can 
brew coffee in them, which 
actually has come in handy 
at more than a few wedding 
receptions.

4: Sticky back velcro 
 strips on the roll.

Safety pins are great and 
super useful at any wedding 
to fix a quick loose strap, or 
replace a snapped off dress 
hook. But sometimes you 
need to close a big area, and 
with real strength, and be 

able to take it off without 
help later. Like, when you 
go to the restroom. Those 
sticky backed rolls of velcro 
strips about a half inch wide 
and a few feet long you can 
buy at the hardware store 
or the craft store are life 
savers for these situations. 
The sticky backing won’t 
hold them in place for long 
on fabric but they will let 
you stick them in place so 
you don’t need a third hand 
while you use your sewing 
kit or safety pins to tack 
them in place more firmly. 
Be sure to buy both black 
and white, because those are 
the two colors you’re most 
likely to need. And whatever 
color they have that’s closest 
to your bridesmaids dresses 
is a good idea as well.

5: Command strips
 and hooks.

When you set up your 
little command center at 
the church and reception 
venues, you’re going to find 

you need to post notes on a 
wall, and organize all sorts 
of little things. Everything 
from somewhere to hang 
your purse, to something to 
hang your necklace on so it 
doesn’t get tangled, to places 
to hang all the little t-shirt 
bags from stores you’ll use 
for all sorts of supplies. But 
the problem is, this isn’t your 
place. You can’t mark up 
the walls, or punch holes in 
them, or mess up the finish 
on the furniture. Command 
strips and hooks are the ide-
al solution. How you’ll use 
them will vary, but I guaran-
tee if you have some, you’ll 
use them and be glad you 
did. You can set up whatev-
er you need, and later take 
it down without damage, or 
the resultant fees, or apolo-
gies.

6: Corn starch.
Another thing nearly ev-

ery wedding survival kit list 
has on it is baby powder. But 
some people are allergic to 

baby powder, and in a gath-
ering like a wedding, the 
odds of one of those people 
being present go way up. 
Corn starch is all natural 
and can be used in nearly all 
the same ways as baby pow-
der. But it can also be used to 
help soak up a spill, remove 
a stain in carpet (let it soak 
it up, then vacuum it away), 
minimize the damage to 
clothing (soak up as much 
stain as possible instead of 
letting it soak into the fab-
ric, then shake it off), polish 
dinnerware or wood (mix 
one part water with one part 
cornstarch). And yes, thick-
en a soup or gravy (and don’t 
think that doesn’t ever hap-
pen).

7: Small toys 
and googly eyes.

One constant at every 
wedding I’ve ever been to are 
kids who’ve just had it with 
the whole ordeal (from their 
point of view). And there’s 
nothing more likely to throw 
a wedding into sudden tur-
moil than a frustrated child 
who’s fed up, and throwing 
a tantrum. Small, cheap toys 
that fit in the pocket and are 
age appropriate (so get a lit-
tle variety) that can be sud-
denly produced at just the 
right moment can distract a 
child from their frustration, 
and derail the fit they were 
fixing to throw. You can get 
a good variety cheaply from 
those vending machines at 
the exits of grocery stores, 
meant to suck loose change 

from parents. Or from a 
party supply store. And 
since you can only carry so 
many such peace offerings, 
a handful of sticky backed 
googly eyes in your pocket 
can save the day. Stick them 
to anything, and kids older 
than toddlers (who you have 
to worry about eating them) 
are transfixed. Disposable 
cutlery plus googly eyes = 
crisis averted.
8: Black electrical tape

Black vinyl electrical tape 
is the ideal tape for so many 
uses that come into play 
at weddings. And at about 
a dollar a roll (more than 
you’ll need) it’s a no brain-
er. Useful for everything 
from making skin friendly 
makeshift bandages (with 
your coffee filters) as well as 
for fixing a nicked cord on a 
coffee filter, or a DJ’s exten-
sion cord, or for keeping a 
bouquet of flowers together, 
and so much more. I defy 
you to take some to a wed-
ding, and then not end up 
using any, and being darn 
glad you had it.

9: EMPTY zip up 
baggies.

The average wedding sur-
vival kit includes a lot of zip-
up baggies. But they all have 
stuff in them. And when 
you need to put something 
in one that’s no good. Bring 
empties! Lots of them. Trust 
me, you’ll need them.

10: A serious 
first aid kit.

One maddening thing 
about the typical wedding 
survival kit is that the ex-
tent of the first aid included 
is usually some pills, some 
bandaids, and some tam-
pons. No, no, no! You NEED 
a serious, professional grade, 
hard core first aid kit. I mean 
the kind an EMT would 
have. Think about what 
this event is, besides one of 
the most special days in the 
lives of the bride and groom. 
It’s a gathering of a bunch 
of people, in an emotion-
ally charged circumstance, 
where not everyone likes 
each other, some people are 
in frail health, and some 
people will get drunk, or 
high. So buy the best first aid 
kit you can find. And you’re 
renting a lot of other things, 
be sure to rent an emergency 
defibrillator too. You want to 
be able to deal with a broken 
leg, a heart attack, someone 
who got beat up, took a bad 
fall, or even someone who 
got stabbed or shot. Hope-
fully you barely use it. But 
isn’t it better to have it? And 
anything you don’t use now, 
well, you’ve got your whole 
lives together. Think of it 
as a very sensible wedding 
present to yourself.

Book your rehearsal
dinner here

We’d We’d love to love to 
celebrate with you.celebrate with you.

1977-2017
135 Jackson  St., Thompson, IA 

641.584.2912

Wedding DJ
Uplighting Options
Ceremony Services

Cold Fireworks 
Machines

515-408-1074515-408-1074
www.mojoproductionsdj.com

6 Year Winner 5 Star Ratingg on
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~ We Sell Healthy Sleep ~

1617 S. Federal Ave., Mason City  
641-450-7138

rivercitymattresscompany.com Rest Test the BEST

Mon – Sat | 10am – 6pm

THERE IS JUST NO 
COMPARISON

There’s no comparison to a Harvest 
Green Mattress to traditional sleep 
sets that use memory foams, gel 

foams and, or synthetic foams. What 
sets us apart as the healthy alternative 

is the fact that we handcraft our 
ultra-premium green sleep surfaces 

from all-natural and organic materials 
without toxic industrial chemicals or 

synthetic foams.
Harvest Green Mattress products use 

all-natural, organic, green Dunlop latex 
ensures a more healthful, luxurious 

sleep.

Get a FREE SLEEP BUNDLEGet a FREE SLEEP BUNDLE
       With a purchase of $799 or moreOffer good thru

Jan. 31, 2023 

Premium, fresh 
flowers and 

upscale design

For your special dayFor your special day

Alison Steiner, Owner
311 East Main, New Providence, IA

641-497-5525
newprovidenceflowershop.com

How to find your wedding florist
Weddings join the lives of two 

loving individuals so they can 
share their future with one anoth-
er. Various elements help make 
weddings both momentous and 
magical. 

Some weddings adhere to themes 
that are designed to make an impres-
sion and showcase couples’ person-
alities. Floral arrangements are key 
components of wedding themes, as 
they help to establish ambiance at 
both the ceremony and reception.

Flowers can easily help couples 
achieve a desired vibe, whether 
that’s rustic, romantic, modern, 
or even whimsical. Skilled florists 
may use a variety of f lowers and 
foliage, as well as dramatic displays 
to help create the couple’s wedding 
day vision. According to an inter-
nal study from the wedding advice 
and planning resource The Knot, 
which surveyed more than 27,000 
couples who got married in 2019, 
the average cost of wedding flow-

ers was $2,000 in 2019. However, 
the cost of floral arrangements can 
vary depending on the scope of the 
arrangements and choice of flowers, 
including whether they’re in season 
or not. 

It is essential for couples to spend 
time vetting potential f lorists to 

find one who will produce their de-
sired vision at a price that fits their 
budget. These guidelines can make 
the process go more smoothly.

• Establish your theme early on. 
Floral arrangements will comple-
ment and enhance other elements 
of the wedding, including color 

scheme and the wedding theme. 
If your wedding theme ties into a 
specific season, you will work with 
the florist to find blooms and other 
pieces that coordinate. For exam-
ple, winter weddings with white, ice 
blue and silver color schemes may 
coordinate with white ranunculus 
flowers, dahlias, dusty miller foli-
age, and viburnum berries. 

• Bring swatches and photographs 
to consultations. It is easier to ex-
plain color palettes to a florist with 
examples in hand. Show the florist 
the types of arrangements you pre-
fer and have actual fabric swatches 
from bridesmaid gowns or grooms-
men vests so that colors can be com-
plemented.

• Create a list of desired items. Flo-
rists may sell items a la carte or have 
packages of common floral pieces 
for wedding celebrations. Types of 
floral arrangements include bridal 
bouquet, bridesmaids’ bouquets, 
maid of honor bouquet, corsages for 

mothers/grandmothers, bouton-
nieres for groomsmen and fathers/
grandfathers, flower girl headpiece, 
petals to sprinkle, table centerpiec-
es, altar arrangements, pew or chair 
decorations, and cake decorations.

• Go easy on aroma. Tread light-
ly when selecting blooms that have 
strong aromas. They may be beau-
tiful, but many people are sensitive 
to smells. Allergies also may be ex-
acerbated by flowers with strong 
aromas. Discuss options with the 
florist before proceeding.

• Explain your budget. Research 
the average cost of floral arrange-
ments and let the f lorist know 
what you can afford. This can help 
the f lorist narrow down options 
or make substitutions that fit your 
theme and your budget.

Couples can take certain steps as 
they choose floral arrangements for 
their weddings. Cost should not be 
the only factor in the decision, even 
though it is an important one. 
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Consider food allergies 
when planning wedding menu

Wedding guests will re-
member many aspects of 
the ceremony and recep-
tion. For guests who  have 
food allergies or require 
specialized diets, dinner 
can be memorable for all 
of the wrong reasons. But it 
doesn’t have to be.

Even though weddings 
are all about the happy 
couple’s wants and needs, 
special attention should be 
placed on ensuring guests’ 
comfort. Individuals with 
allergies and dietary re-
strictions warrant extra 
caution. Any food can 
cause an allergic reaction, 
but eight types in particu-
lar, often referred to as the 
“Big 8,” are responsible for 
the greatest numbers of ad-
verse reactions. Milk, eggs, 
fish, crustacean shellfish, 
tree nuts, peanuts, wheat, 
and soy comprise the Big 8. 
The University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s Food Allergy 
Research and Resource 
Program says the Big 8 ac-
counts for about 90 percent 
of all food allergies in the 

United States.
Couples need to recog-

nize the likelihood that at 
least one person at the wed-
ding will have a specialized 
food need. Most people 
with dietary restrictions 
will be very understanding 
that eating out is a chal-
lenge, especially at a wed-
ding. But couples can take 
steps to ensure that guests 
with food allergies don’t go 
hungry.

• Ask about allergies on 
the response card. Some 
couples request that guests 
choose their food prefer-
ences on their RSVPs. In-
clude a spot where guests 
can mention serious food 
allergies.

• Choose a caterer very 
carefully. Caterers are in-
creasingly adapting to 
common food restric-
tions. Express specific food 
avoidances or what you 
want to be included and 
find a caterer who special-
izes in this type of cooking. 

• Offer allergen-free ap-
petizers. Martha Stewart 

Weddings suggests serving 
customized bite-sized hors 
d’oeuvres during cocktail 
hour to allow for easier 
customization. This gives 
guests with allergies the 
ability to pick and choose 
their pre-entrée bites.

• Label foods and let 
guests with severe allergies 
dine first. Buffets should be 
clearly labeled so those with 
allergies can avoid certain 
foods. Also, those with se-
vere food allergies should 
have first shot at the buffet 
to limit cross-contamina-
tion from serving utensils.

• Create separate meals. A 
caterer may be able to make 
separate meals for certain 
guests, particularly if they 
have advanced notice.

• Don’t forget desserts 
and drinks. Allergens can 
be included in drinks and 
desserts as well. Offer glu-
ten-free desserts and glu-
ten-free beer as well. 

Dietary restrictions are 
another factor that couples 
must consider when plan-
ning their weddings.

Fun ways to utilize  
social media in your wedding
Young couples tying the 

knot today grew up with 
social media, so it’s no great 
surprise that so many want 
to utilize various platforms 
when planning their wed-
dings. In fact, the Brides 
2018 American Wedding 
Survey found that 87 percent 
of brides turned to the social 
media platform Pinterest for 
inspiration when planning 
their weddings.

On the surface, modern 
wedding ceremonies and 
receptions may look similar 
to the nuptials of yesteryear. 
However, engaged couples 
have increasingly incorpo-
rated social media into their 
weddings, and the following 
are some fun and creative 
ways to embrace that trend.

• Create a social media 
photo booth. Guests may 
take more pictures at mod-
ern weddings than the pho-
tographers who were hired 
to document the happy cou-
ple’s big day from start to 
finish. Social media boards 
are digital screens that dis-
play social media walls. Live 
event social media boards 
collect and curate content 
from social media channels 
and display it on a single 

digital screen. Users, in this 
case a couple’s guests, simply 
use a predetermined hashtag 
when posting photos and the 
images are then displayed 
on digital screens in real 
time. This can be a fun way 
to engage guests during the 
reception.

• Live stream the wedding. 
Live streams became very 
popular during the pan-
demic, when couples getting 
married had to pare down 
their guest lists in order to 
adhere to social distancing 
guidelines. But live streams 
can continue to be used af-
ter the pandemic, as there 
will always be guests who 
can’t make it to the wed-
ding. Facebook Live was a 
go-to social media platform 
for live streaming weddings 
during the pandemic, and 
it can be utilized to involve 
loved ones in the festivities 
even if they can’t be there in 
person. Live streaming via 
social media may be espe-
cially useful for couples who 
want to enjoy destination 
weddings, which tend to be 
small affairs due to travel 
constraints.

• Hashtag the wedding. A 
couple-specific hashtag can 

serve as something akin to a 
wedding album, only it’s one 
everyone can easily access 
via the couple’s chosen social 
media platform. Encourage 
guests to hashtag photos 
from the wedding so every-
one can have a good time 
looking back on the ceremo-
ny and reception once the 
day has come and gone.

• Plan with your party. 
Social media can be as fun, 
inclusive and useful when 
planning the wedding as it 
can during the wedding it-
self. Brides and grooms can 
create their own private Pin-
terest boards and share them 
with the wedding party. Ev-
eryone can then use the pri-
vate board to bounce ideas 
off each other. Couples can 
infuse a little fun into the 
Pinterest board by encour-
aging their groomsmen and 
bridesmaids to post outra-
geous outfit ideas or submit 
sing-along song requests to 
be played during the recep-
tion.

Social media is a big part 
of modern couples’ lives, so 
it makes sense for them to 
find fun ways to incorporate 
various platforms into their 
weddings. 
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Music is an important component of wedding celebrations
Few things set the mood of a 

wedding more effectively than mu-
sic. Beautiful songs often are incor-
porated into wedding ceremonies, 
and romantic or upbeat songs in-
termingle to create a festive mix at 
receptions.

Playlists curated specifically for 
weddings can be found online to 
help couples narrow down their 
options. According to Wedding 
Forward, a wedding planning 
guide, wedding planning experts 
and modern couples agree that 
wedding playlists should be have 
a 60/40 split of classics and new 
wedding songs.  

Music is a personal choice, but 
couples may benefit by consider-
ing who will be in attendance at 
their weddings. In so doing, cou-
ples can ensure the music played 
at their weddings reaches as many 
people as possible there:

• Wedding processional song: 
The wedding processional is the 

moment the wedding party walks 
down the aisle. Music may be a 
traditional hymn, classical music 

or a favorite contemporary song.
• Bridal processional song: In 

many traditional wedding cere-

monies, the bride walks down the 
aisle separately, with her father 
or both parents. She customarily 
will have a different song from the 
rest of the wedding party. While 
“Bridal Chorus/Wedding March” 
is a traditional choice, some brides 
may prefer a different tune. 

• Wedding recessional song: 
Again, depending on the ceremo-
ny location and choices, the reces-
sional may be a classical piece or 
a hymn. Some couples choose an 
upbeat song for their first official 
promenade as a married couple.

• Wedding party entrance song: 
Couples can ask their music ven-
dor to put together the majority 
of the songs for their reception, 
but they may want to choose their 
own wedding party entrance. 
This song typically is a fast-paced, 
upbeat song that gets the crowd 
pumping and ready for a fun 
night. Think “Dynamite” by Taio 
Cruz or “Can’t Stop the Feeling!” 

by Justin Timberlake.
• First dance: The first dance 

song is another personal choice 
for the couple. Slow songs tradi-
tionally are chosen, but couples 
who want something a little dif-
ferent have increasingly selected 
faster songs and paired them with 
rehearsed choreography. “Think-
ing Out Loud” by Ed Sheeran 
has become a popular first dance 
song.

• Other songs: Couples also will 
select songs to complement danc-
es with their parents, cake cutting, 
garter toss, and any other special 
traditions or moments. They also 
can make requests to include 
songs of different eras to appeal to 
guests of all ages.

Music is an important compo-
nent of wedding celebrations and 
deserves some extra consideration 
to ensure everyone has a great 
time while cutting a rug. 
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‘Plus one’ etiquette for wedding guests
Making a wedding guest list 

is seldom an easy task. Cou-
ples often find that many peo-
ple are worthy of an invitation, 
which can make creating a 
guest list tricky for those with 
budgets in mind.

According to data from the 
online wedding resource The 
Knot, the average wedding 
catering cost per guest is 
roughly $70. However, cater-
ing costs will vary depending 
on the reception venue, the 
number of guests, the foods 
chosen, and the region of the 
country where the wedding 
takes place. 

When creating their guest 
lists, couples may wonder if 
they have to offer all guests 
the option of bringing a “plus 
one” to the occasion. As with 
other wedding day etiquette 
questions, the plus one con-
cept is not set in stone. 

Any guest who is married
It’s typically standard to in-

vite a couple as a whole to the 
wedding, even if you’ve nev-
er met the spouse. This of-
ten comes up when inviting 
work friends, according to 
Vogue magazine. Even if you 
have never interacted with a 
coworker’s spouse, etiquette 
dictates that all married 
guests be allowed to bring 
their spouses along.

Any guest who is  
engaged or is in a serious 
long-term relationship

It can be challenging to 
know the relationship status of 
everyone who will be invited to 
the wedding, but chances are 
you’ll have a good idea of those 
people closest to you. Include 
a plus one for guests who are 
engaged or in long-term rela-
tionships.

Consider guests who  
may not know others

Weddings often are times 
when childhood friends re-
connect, or people who hav-
en’t seen each other in a while 
come together. If there’s a good 
chance someone who is single 
and is invited to the wedding 
may not know anyone else 
there except the couple, extend 
a plus one as a courtesy.

Include the wedding party
All members of the wedding 

party should be offered the op-
tion of bringing a date to the 
wedding. 

Apart from these guidelines, 
couples can establish any other 
rules, such as no plus ones for 
guests under a certain age or 
those who are not in serious re-
lationships. The Knot also says 
it is polite to find out who the 
plus one will be so that wed-
ding reception seating cards 
include that person’s name in-
stead of “and guest.”

How to take the hectic 
out of your wedding day
Weddings are among the 

most complex events many 
people will ever plan. Couples 
often try to go the extra mile 
in an effort to make the day 
memorable for themselves 
and their guests. That pres-
sure can make a wedding day 
feel a little frenzied. Thank-
fully, there are various ways to 
ensure the vibe of the big day 
is happy and not hectic.

Hire a wedding
planner/coordinator

Leaving the nitty gritty to 
a professional wedding plan-
ner takes a lot of pressure off 
of couples. The renowned 
wedding resource The Knot 
says wedding planners are 
clued into everything there 
is to know about a wedding 
and they can be tapped to 
take care of just about any-
thing on couples’ to-do list. 

Consider a package deal
All-inclusive resorts are 

popular vacation spots be-
cause variables like enter-
tainment, lodging, food, 
drinks, and more is all taken 
care of, leaving vacationers 
with little to do other than 
show up and relax. Cou-
ples can apply that same 
approach on their wedding 
day. Host the ceremony and 
reception at the same site, 
which takes the potentially 
problematic issue of get-
ting guests to and fro out of 
the equation. Some venues 
may even provide in-house 
vendors like photographers 
and florists. Such vendors’ 
familiarity with the venue 
reduces the risk of surprises 
that can derail wedding day 
schedules. 

Pick your priorities
Avoid getting bogged down 

on a million details by mak-
ing a list of your priorities 
when planning. Couples can 
revisit this list a couple of 
days before their wedding so 
they remember what’s most 
important to them on the big 
day. This refresher can ensure 
couples don’t get too con-
cerned if minor issues arise 
during their big day, helping 
them remain calm and keep-
ing a focus on all the fun to be 
had during the day.

It’s easy for couples to feel a 
little overwhelmed on their 
wedding day. Some simple 
strategies can take the hectic 
out of couples’ wedding day 
and ensure they keep their 
focus on one another and 
their loved ones. 
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Factors to consider before booking a holiday wedding
Holidays are conducive to 

festive atmospheres. Wheth-
er it’s seasonal celebrations 
for Christmas or Chanukah 
or summertime soirees on 
Fourth of July or Labor Day 
weekends, there’s no denying 
festive vibes tend to prevail 
when holidays turn up on the 
calendar.

Weddings also are marked 
by festive atmospheres, and 
many couples are tempted 
to make their nuptials even 
more jovial by saying “I do” 
during holiday weekends. 
Before making that decision, 
couples may want to consider 
a host of factors as they try to 
determine if a holiday week-
end wedding is for them.

Availability
Guest availability is a big 

consideration for couples as 
they try to decide if holiday 
weekend weddings are a good 

fit. Many families have holi-
day traditions that they might 
be reluctant to give up. For 
example, families who build 
their annual vacations around 
the Fourth of July may already 
have booked their trips by the 
time the wedding date is an-
nounced. Couples who antici-

pate inviting a sizable number 
of guests may want to avoid 
holiday weekend weddings to 
ensure all of their friends and 
family members will be in at-
tendance.

Travel
Travel is another potential 

red flag for holiday weekend 

weddings. Asking guests to 
travel during weekends that 
are notoriously busy in re-
gard to travel may be asking 
too much or it might make 
things more convenient for 
some guests. A 2019 report 
from the Transportation Se-
curity Administration indi-

cated that nearly 27 million 
passengers were expected to 
pass through airport screen-
ing checkpoints during that 
year’s Thanksgiving travel 
period. Some guests may be 
reluctant to travel on busy 
holiday weekends, while oth-
ers who are already traveling 
to the wedding destination 
may see holiday weddings as a 
great way to see their families 
and attend a wedding with-
out having to pay for separate 
f lights. In addition, some 
guests may be more likely to 
travel during a holiday week-
end knowing they can return 
home at their leisure since 
they don’t have to work on 
Monday. Couples can gauge 
their guests’ temperatures on 
holiday weekend travel before 
making their decision. 

Cost
Cost is always a consider-

ation when planning a wed-
ding, and it merits consider-
ation for couples toying with 

the idea of getting married on 
or around a holiday as well. 
Venues tend to be less expen-
sive on Fridays and Sundays, 
so couples who tie the knot 
on holiday weekends when no 
one has to work on Monday 
might save a considerable sum 
of money by tying the knot on 
Sunday. But venues and ven-
dors may charge couples more 
if they get married on the Sat-
urday of a holiday weekend. 
Competition for venues and 
vendors also may be greater 
during holiday weekends as 
people celebrate the holiday. 
That means couples may have 
to spend more to book their 
desired venues and vendors 
if they hope to get married 
during holiday weekends.

Couples must consider a 
host of factors as they try to 
determine if holiday weekend 
weddings are right for them.



MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-5 | SATURDAY 9-3

Your NW Iowa Destination for

BRIDAL GOWNS
Allure

Enchanting & Sophia Tolli
by Mon Cheri

Mori Lee
Maggie Sottero

Sottero & Midgely
We are your Exclusive

Oksana Muhka Retailer
of the Midwest

Let us Dress Your

WEDDING PARTY
We carry a variety of

Bridesmaid
Special Occasion

Flower Girl Dresses
& Tuxedos or Suits for the Guys

CONNECT WITH US @AHEAVENLYCELEBRATION

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-5 | SATURDAY 9-3

Your NW Iowa Destination for

BRIDAL GOWNS
Allure

Enchanting & Sophia Tolli
by Mon Cheri

Mori Lee
Maggie Sottero

Sottero & Midgely
We are your Exclusive

Oksana Muhka Retailer
of the Midwest

Let us Dress Your

WEDDING PARTY
We carry a variety of

Bridesmaid
Special Occasion

Flower Girl Dresses
& Tuxedos or Suits for the Guys

CONNECT WITH US @AHEAVENLYCELEBRATION

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10-5 | SATURDAY 9-3

Your NW Iowa Destination for

BRIDAL GOWNS
Allure

Enchanting & Sophia Tolli
by Mon Cheri

Mori Lee
Maggie Sottero

Sottero & Midgely
We are your Exclusive

Oksana Muhka Retailer
of the Midwest

Let us Dress Your

WEDDING PARTY
We carry a variety of

Bridesmaid
Special Occasion

Flower Girl Dresses
& Tuxedos or Suits for the Guys

CONNECT WITH US @AHEAVENLYCELEBRATION



22 • February 2022 Iowa’s Premier Wedding Planner

301 Main Ave. - Across from the Park - Clear Lake301 Main Ave. - Across from the Park - Clear Lake
641-357-1505641-357-1505

The Red GeraniumThe Red Geranium
The bride is beautiful, the day is perfect!

Your flowers will be perfect too when you 
order from The Red Geranium.

Their experienced staff can create 
designs that will be as radiant as the 

bride!

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Brunch 9 - 11 a.m. • Lunch 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Dessert 2 - 5 p.m.

911 Parriott St. Aplington • 319-347-2797
peppercornpantry.com • Check us out on Facebook!

COOKBOOKS NOW AVAILABLE! 

Tea Room • Gift Shop • Catering

How to host a socially distant wedding
It’s likely that few people heard of 

“social distancing” prior to 2020. 
That changed as the novel coronavi-
rus COVID-19 spread rapidly across 
the globe and the world found itself 
in the midst of a deadly pandemic.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention defines social dis-
tancing as keeping a safe distance 
of at least six feet between yourself 
and other people who are not from 
your household. Public health offi-
cials continue to champion social 
distancing while acknowledg-
ing the fatigue that many people 
have experienced as the pandemic 
stretched on for months. Though 
much of the world hit the proverbi-
al pause button, life went on during 
the pandemic. Perhaps nowhere 
was that more evident than at the 
altar, where many couples still tied 
the knot, albeit in scaled back cer-
emonies that adhered to social dis-
tancing guidelines in their commu-
nities. 

Engaged couples who have yet 
to tie the knot no doubt recognize 
that planning a socially distant 
wedding will not be the same as or-
ganizing more traditional ceremo-
nies and receptions. While plan-
ning a socially distant wedding 

presents some unique challenges, 
couples can take certain steps to 
ensure their big day is memorable 
and safe.

• Spread the socially distant 
word. Let guests know what they’re 
in for should they decide to take 

part in the festivities. Many peo-
ple have strictly followed social 
distancing guidelines, while oth-
ers have been reluctant to do so. 
Couples intent on keeping them-
selves and their guests safe from 
COVID-19 should emphasize that 
their weddings will be socially dis-
tant affairs so there’s no confusion 
come the big day. 

• Stream the wedding online. 
Stream the wedding online for 
those guests who won’t be in atten-
dance. By the end of 2020, millions 
of people had already “attended” 
weddings via platforms like Zoom, 
so loved ones may be experienced 
virtual guests by the time couples 
walk down the aisle in 2021. Cou-
ples who may need some help plan-
ning virtual affairs can visit the 
virtual wedding coordinators at 
Wedfuly.com, who recently part-
nered with Zoom to help couples 
bring their ceremonies online.

• Pare down the in-person 
guest list. Couples who planned 
large weddings prior to the pan-
demic can still invite all of their 
loved ones to witness the festiv-
ities online, but pare down the 
in-person guest list to reduce the 
risk of spreading COVID-19. Lim-
it in-person guests to immediate 
family and those people who are 
part of your social distancing bub-
ble.

• Plan a party for down the 
road. Couples can still celebrate 
their nuptials with family and 
friends down the road. Plan a 
post-pandemic reception and let 
guests know you will fill them in 
on the details once social distanc-
ing restrictions have been lifted. 

Socially distant weddings may 
require couples to take some un-
usual steps as they try to tie the 
knot while keeping themselves and 
their loved ones safe.
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Picture perfect wedding day photography tips
Few things document wed-

dings more effectively than 
photographs. Carefully cu-
rated wedding albums and 
portraits hung on walls serve 
as daily reminders of a cou-
ple’s special day.

Photography is often left in 
the very qualified hands of 
professional photographers. 
However, couples can pitch 
in to make their photos really 
pop. These picture pointers 
from industry insiders can 
help couples put their best 
smile forward.

Leave ample time
A carefully orchestrated 

timeline can ensure pho-
tos are the best they can 
be. Why? Because a couple 
who is relaxed and not over-
whelmed will notice that at-
titude translates to their pho-
tographs. When planning 
wedding timelines, couples 
should leave ample oppor-

tunities for getting dressed, 
chatting with the wedding 
party and going through var-
ious photography settings to 
grab great photos, advise the 
experts at Martha Stewart.

Put together a short list
The photographer will 

have his or her ideas of which 
shots to cover, but a couple 
with specific goals in mind 
should relay that informa-
tion to their photographer. 
For example, if a grandpar-
ent is getting up in years, 
request some solo photos of 
that person so you can look 
back on happy times togeth-
er. Certain couples want to 
be snapped posing with a 
beloved pet. Putting that on 
the list helps ensure it will 
happen.

Enlist a family photo 
coordinator

If the photographer does 
not have his or her own as-

sistant, recruit someone who 
is assertive to help wran-
gle everyone for the family 
shots. Attempt to get family 
photos when family mem-
bers are relaxed but not too 
far rumpled by dancing or 
having a good time.

Play your style safe
A wedding day is not a time 

for the bride or groom to try 
a dramatic new style, accord-
ing to photographer Amanda 
Lamb. Resist the urge for a 
daring cut or color. It’s also 
likely not the place to try 

out new facial hair or heavy 
makeup. A couple unaccus-
tomed to the way they look 
may be shy in front of the 
camera.

Delve into the details
Prepare wedding details, 

like gowns, shoes, accesso-

ries, etc., in advance to save 
time once the photographer 
arrives, suggests Desi Men-
doza, a pro from Dez and 
Tam Photography. Invest in a 
beautiful hanger for the wed-
ding gown as well, because 
you may want to photograph 
that on its own.

Learn to pose
Couples can practice pos-

ing in front of mirrors to get 
a feel for body positions that 
put them in their best light. 
A photographer’s advice in 
regard to posture is invalu-
able as well. Create space 
between arms and the body 
and learn how to angle the 
body so you look your best. 

Photos will capture wed-
ding day memories forever. 
Couples can put themselves 
in the best positions for suc-
cess by following some pho-
tography guidelines. 
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